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HOLLYWOOD'S SOCIAL UPSET 








Minne. Burlesque Chorus Boys Flop; 
Cops Pass Strip Dancing in the Dark 


Minneapolis, Jan, 18. 


The Gayety (burlesque) has dis- 
missed its male choristers and sub- 
etituted dancing in the dark a la 
etrip by the girls. The cops have 
okayed the scanty shaking as long 
as the bulbs don’t glow while the 
gals quiver. The first and only male 
chorus line ever known in burlesque 
didn’t last long. 

As runway attractions the mas- 
culine group failed to lure sufficient 
feminine trade to warrant retention 
despite the free exposure of manly 
figures up and down the orchestra 
garigeplank. 

A nudist’s conception of the art 
ef terpichore, as specially inter- 
preted by Hinda Wausau, has the 
approval of the police providing the 
management pulls down the dim- 
mers and thereby aggravates the 
customers. The head electrician 
atands a chance of becoming one of 
the most popular guys in town with 
a swell opportunity for side coin to 
miss a cue or two. 

The Gayety is the home of Harry 
Hirsch’s stock burlesque enter- 
prise. 


RAILWAYS LOSE FAITH 
IN PUBLICITY DEPTS. 


San Francisco, Jan. 18. 

Winter tourist travel to California 
being around 35% lower than last 
year, the three transcontinental rail- 
roads competing for this traffic have 
cut their press agent departments 
to the marrow. Union Pacific elimi- 
nates its publicity unit Feb. 1, 

U, P. has heretofore conducted the 
largest p. a. department of the three, 
with a staff of five. Southern 
Pacific is down to three, on sliced 
Pay, and Santa Ie down to two. 


Out of Sight 


Hearst's Broadway publicity 
breadline in Longacre square is at- 
tracting women customers. The 
latter are hardly, if ever, seen by the 
Public. 

Apparently figuring the femme 
breadliners might bring complaints 
against the conspicuous line, the 
Women food seekers are rushed out 
of sight when they come around. 
Whether they receiv. the handout 
somewhere else is not known. 


At Last 


First radio advertiser to kid its 
Own product on the air is Wheatena. 

The account has been on the air a 
year but has acquired a sense of 
humor and broadcasts six nights 
@ week over NBC, Its air personnel 
Comprises Pete and Alene Dixon 
and Kelvin Keech. Dixon also writes 
the scripts. 

The self-ribbing is in the opening 


announcements and built into situa- 
tions. 

















Muffling Richard 





Los Angeles, Jan. 18. 

To make sure no _ _Ilocal 
drama editor will pout at Be- 
lasco & Curran, the producers 
have inserted a clause in 
Richard Bennett's contract 
prohibiting him from making 
curtain speeches against the 
press during his appearance 
here or in San Francisco in 
‘Cyrano.’ 

If biz doesn't pan out so well, 
maybe the clause will be over- 
looked. 


VISUAL, AUDIBLE 
TIE-UP FOR 
SCHOOL 











Samuel Gompers Industrial High 
School, in the Bronx, besides 





shaving visual education (pictures) 
is installing a public address sys- 
tem. It will cost $24,000 between 
the projection apparatus and am- 
plifiers, 

Around 70 loud speakers in class- 
rooms, corridors, and even on the 
playground, comprise the outlets. 
Control room immediately adjoins 
the principal's quarters. The school 
head, or speaker for the day, can 
sit at a desk and reach the entire 
student body in the various rooms. 
Or if a radio broadcast is desired 
it's a simple matter to plug in what 
the ether waves are saying for the 
pupils. 

It’s the most complete wire equip- 
ment noted to date for any school 
or college. 


$1 Workers 


Des Moines, Jan. 18. 


The Ward Hatcher stock, at the 
President, is playing on the basis 
of 20% to the actors, 20% to the 
stagehands, 20% to the musicians, 
20% to the management and 2 
to the house. 

At one matinee they had 20 cus- 
tomers at two bits. 





or 
40 





HIGH SCHOOL ‘UNFAIR’ 
Pittsfield, Mass., Jan. 18. 


I. A. T. S&S. E. local union has 
posted the new high school as un- 
fair to union labor. 

It is the result of the failure to 
engage union stagehands to handie 
Ben Greet’s production of ‘Hamlet,’ | 
with the presentation being spon- 
sored by the Women’s club. 

The cost for the union men would 
have been $30 and the fee for the | 


use of the school was the same 





figure 


‘STUDIO UPHEAVAL 
MIXES UP RATINGS 


Colony Doesn’t Know Who 
or Who Not to Be Seen 
With—And the Mental 
Strain Is Deemed Terrific 








WIVES IN FURORE 





Hollywood, Jan. 18. 


Upheaval in the studios has had 
its effect on film society. The Hol- 
lywood blue book is in confusion 
with none knowing just how the 
other fellow should rate socially. 

Shifting of jobs at the studios, 
with some out and others demoted, 
has left its mark on parties, teas 
and other elite events. Ranking of 
Hollywood social classes has been 
pretty well defined by studio posi- 
tion. With everything changing so 
rapidly in setup of the lots, an 
exec’s wife can’t figure how to treat 
the wife of another exec who is out, 
on the verge, or just plain down 
and out. 

Professional social arbiters would 
blush in embarrassment at some of 
the situations arising. Example is 
one studio big boy who moved right 
next door to his superior on the 
lot. It brought about a personal feel- 
ing between the two men, with the 
lesser fellow thinking his position 
would be strengthened by being on 
good terms with his boss. The head 
man was let out recently, and the 
other man given his job. Now the 
wives don’t know how to act toward 
each other. Which should adopt the 
superior attitude? 


Need Emily Post 


Other parallel situations have oc- 
curred throughout Holly wood. 


(Continued on page 58) 


21,000 Visitors Per 
Month for NBC-CBS 
N. Y. Studios—Capacity 


New York's biggest amusement 
curio for yokels and natives are its 
major broadcasting stations. Both 
NBC and CBS accommodate about 
21,000 visitors per month in their 
studios. More than twice that 
many are turned away because of 
lack of accommodations. These are 
put on the waiting list and informed 
they will receive passes as soon as 
possible, 

The networks do not desire any 
publicity on the number of persons 
who visit the studios to watch 
broadcasts in person. They figure 
it might encourage more requests | 
than they can handle, 

NBC alone averages about 13,000 











per month, all it can possibly ac- 
commodate, This excludes the 
studio on top of the New Amster- 
dam theatre. CBS averages about | 
8,000 per month, also capacity. 








An Agent’s Delight 





The last word in agents’ 
commission—10% on an acci- 
dent case—-was offered to but 
not accepted by a New York 
agency last week. 

N. R. Creegan, 75, legit char- 
acter actor, has been an al- 
most daily caller for years at 
the Collins and Adams agency. 

While riding the elevator up 
to their office the other day 
something went wrong and the 
car dropped four floors before 
stopping, giving the old actor 
a bad scare. He sued for 
damages and the building set- 
tled for $75. 

The next day Creegan walked 
into the casting office, and laid 
$7.50 on the desk. He takes 
first place in any agent’s opin- 
ion as the ideal actor. 











PARK ‘N’ DRINK 
NIGHT SPOTS 
ON COAST 


Los Angeles, Jan. 18. 


The drive-in night club is the 
next development out here. Num- 
ber of spots are already furnishing 
hostesses and set-ups to t. b. m. too 
tired to climb out of their cars. 

Hostesses are limited one to acar 
and are supposed to go no further 
than the running board. Amount of 
whoopee permitted is also strictly 
controlled, as the outdoor spots are 
too close to busy corners to tip the 
lid all the way. 


Girls Responsible 
Cracked-ice and ginger ale ser- 
vice to the car is an all-night fea- 
ture at the park-and-eat sandwich 
stands now liberally sprinkled over 
Hollywood and Los Angeles. De- 
(Continued on Page 44) 


Baptists and Wrestlers 
In Conflict in Atlanta 


Atlanta, Jan. 18. 

Due to dumb booking, the Baptist 
Young People’s Union, in south- 
wide convention here, and a wrest- 
ling match between Blue Sun Jen- 
nings and Floyd Marshall played 
the city auditorium simultaneously 
one night last week. 
The Baptists set up an awful 








howl and went to court where they 
obtained an injunction to prevent 
the rastlers appearing in the main 


| auditorium, The bone-crushers, 
| however, threw their party in Taft 
| Hall, another assembly room in the 
| building. 

The Baptists won the court de- 


sision; Jennings the match, 


| Memphis Paper Regrets Campaign 
For ‘Crazy Quilf—Flays It for Dirt 


Memphis, Jan. 18. 

Ever since ‘Variety’ nominated 
Memphis as one of the ‘worst show 
towns in this country’ the manage- 
ment of the Auditorium here has 
been the beneficiary. 

Theatre boys have appealed to 
the three local newspapers that the 
only way Memphis could have stage 
fare restored would be by giving 
them co-operation so that the shows 
visiting the Auditorium could do 
some business and thereby show 
booking agents that Memphis is not 
the ‘worst’ in the U. S. And they 
have had all the co-operation they 
could expect. 

The trio of dallies have even gone 
so far as to give them front page 
matter, and when they booked Billy 
Rose’s ‘Crazy Quilt’ at the Audi- 
torium, for 30 @ays prior to the date 
the papers carried plenty of space 
on the event, The day the show 
arrived reporters met the troupe 
at the depot, with staff photog- 
raphers, and put on the big flash. 

Paper’s Editorial 

Show got $11,630 for a Saturday 
night, which in the scuth is the 
poorest night of the week, at 75 
cents to °3 scale. But 24 hours 
after the troupe had left town, the 
‘Commercial Appeal’ had this to 
say on its editorial page about the 
performance: ‘ 

Glad tiding went out over the 
wires Saturday night announc+> 
ing the success of the theatrical 
production known as ‘Crazy Quilt.’ 
‘Variety’, a theatrical publication, 
carried a story some months ago 
describing Memphis ag the poor- 
est theatrical town in the coun- 
try. 

Saturday night's show, put on 
by the Auditorium commission 
and manager of the municipally 
owned auditorium, gave tangible 
evidence that Memphis is a good 
show town by making it possible 


(Continued on page 21) 


NO BIZ SHUTS TIMES 
SQ. LOOKOUT TOWER 


Sightseeing tower atop the Par- 
amount building in Times Square 
has been closed to visitors. Not 
enough biz. 

Par tower, like others in the city, 
was run off the map by the Empire 
State sky tickler. When the Par 
first opened it cost 50c¢ to look 
around, with a good weekly gross 
coming in. When the bottom fell 
out of the top the price was shaved 
in half. 











THE NEW ROAD 

Milwauke2, Wis. 
A cheerful bit of legit booking 
set Channing Pollock's ‘House 
Beautiful’ into a mortuary chapel 
for a one nighter last week at Ap- 

pleton, Wis., near here. 
Gross was said to be $1,200—and 


, 





tie that. 
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Value of Sound Not Probed—Viertel; 
End Dominates Films 


Says Technical 





The dramatic potentialities of 
sound in pictures still await devel- 
opment. The next step forward in 
the art of motion pictures will be 
the realization and utilization of the 
limitless field for dramatic expres- 
sion inherent in sound itself. 

Trating the short history of talk- 
ing fiilms, Berthold Viertel points 
out that when sound was first intro- 
duced the novelty of it was suffi- 
cient. Sound pictures first included 
indiscriminately every kind of noise. 
In the beginning the fact that sound 
was possible, the fact that anything 
audible could be captured for talk- 
ing pictures drew people to the the- 


atres for the new thrill. Artistic 
progress in motion pictures was 
temporarily halted while the new 


toy had its run. 

As is inevitable with any instan- 
taneous fad, sound films soon be- 
came common, and then sound went 
into its present phase, that of selec- 
tion. Footsteps, for instance, are 
now heard only if they have plot 
significance. Sound is beginning to 
be put in its proper place—a vyalu- 
able accessory. 

Sound’s Dramatic Meaning 

The technique of sound has been 
mastered; and it is now ready for 
its ultimate development. Mr. Vier- 
tel sees sound as a hitherto unreal- 
ized aid to story, to climax, to mood, 
to locale, to the building up of 
scenes. It awaits the same kind of 
evolution that transformed camera- 
work from mere flat photography 
to moving, stirring, climactic angles. 
Pictures will explain themselves to 
the ear as they have to the eye, not 
mainly by dialog, but by a back- 


ground of significant, expressive, 
eubtly dramatic and contrasted 
sounds. Sound will be used to cre- 


ate climax in the way musical ac- 
coimpaniment now grows crescendo 
for big scenes, diminuendo for ten- 
der passages. Lubitch’s use of mu- 
sical backgrounds to establish moods 
illustrates what Mr. Viertel believes 
can be done with sound ‘hat is not 
necessarily musical, but that has 
dramatic meaning in itself. 

Mr. Viertel, one of the group of 
“artistic” picture directors who re- 
ceived their training in the art the- 
atres of Europe, believes direction 
reaches its highest art when the di- 
rector’s identity is hidden behind 
the performance of his cast. This 
millennium can only be reached, 
however, when his cast is of his 
own choosing and when the story is 
of such inherent truth that con- 
scious direction becomes a distract- 
ing intrusion, 


Technical Domination 


The technical and mechanical 
progress of pictures has so out- 
stripped the story end of films that 
good direction now only shows up 
the triviality and weaknesses of the 
plots. Stories can only catch up to 
the mechanical excellence of pic- 
tures when they will have the cour- 
age to be concerned with vital, uni- 
versal themes, Right now, Mr. 
Viertel thinks, the poor business 
condition of the country in general, 
and pictures in particular, prevent 
significant, honest stories on the 
screen. In this country tragedy, no 
matter how real, how important, 


how universal, is considered “de- 
pressing.” Mr. Viertel contrasts the 


European meaning of ‘depressing’ 
with the American interpretation of 
the word. In Europe, he says, only 
that is depressing which compro- 
mises, that which is dishonest and 
lacks courage of purpose. 

Until pictures are ready to deal 
with life, with real social conditions, 
the director should fight to make 
the details of his picture arresting. 
If the theme of the story he is given 
to direct is unsympathetic to him, 
if he doesnt believe in it as a 
whole, let him strive to inject hon- 
esty at least in its trivia. The pro- 
foundly universal art, the opportu- 
nity for boundless human expression 
that is in motion pictures, will not 
much longer be denied in Mr. Vier- 
tel’s opinion. 














So live that you wouldn't be 
ashamed to sell the family parrot 
te the town gossip. 





MR. AND MRS. JACK NORWORTH 
130 West 44th Street 














New Triangle 





Hollywood, Jan. 18. 

Mrs. George Roesner had 
been resting for -the past two 
years. Three months age she 
procured herself an agent with 
film intent, 

Now she, Roesner 
agent are laying off. 


and the 











After Air Interview 
Carmel Meyers Got 
Interviewer's Job 


Hollywood, Jan. 18. 
Producers brought their concern 
over radio chatters on themselves. 
aver the ether gossipers. 
Those 


who started out with the guest-star 


film chatters on tne radic 


idea, especially out here, found 


themselves suddenly halted by stu- 
dio restrictions against the guest- 
star radio thing, along with thumbs 
down on advertising endorsements, 
ete, 

It was thus that Radie Harris, 
for example, who started a 26 weeks’ 
contract for Resinol over KHJ (local 
Don Lee-CBS spoke), later found 
herself ckayed to do straight gos- 
siping by the Biow Co., the ad agen- 
cy handling Resinol. Miss Harris’ 
first guest-star was Carmel Myers, 
but thereafter the broadcasting girl, 
who is also a syndicated film col- 
umnist, went in for straight chatter. 
Miss Harris did not encounter any 
clashes with the Hays office over her 
ether chats, despite reports to the 
contrary, especially locally. When 
Miss Harris visited the loca] Hays 
office to ascertain from whence 
these negative reports emanated she 
was assured that the Haysites had 
nothing to do with it. 

Miss Myers, the original guest 
star, has since taken over the Resi- 
nol period, with Jimmy Starr film 
columnist on the Los Angeles ‘Eve- 
ning Herald-Express,’ doing the 
chatterer stuff. They wlil finish up 
the remaining 13 weeks of the con- 
tract. 

When Miss Harris decided to go 
east after completing 13 of her orig- 
inel 26 weeks, Ralph H. Blum, local 
lawyer and husband of Miss Myers, 
set the picture actress in along with 
Starr. 





Erskin-Metro Cold 


Metro’s leng time negotiations 
with Chester Erskin, with the latter 
expected to sign around the start 
of the new year, have definitely 
folded. Director had been tendered 
several different contracts, 

Erskin has a deal with Jed Harris, 
to direct the latter’s reform schowl 
play, ‘Little Old Boy,’ by Albert 
Bein. Harris expects to start within 
a week or two. 





Mysterious Mac 


Hollwood, Jay. 18. 

Mysterious Mr. McCullough has 
popped up here again. This time 
he’s at Universal. 

He is believed to be represent- 
ing eastern banking interests and is 
looking at what makes the studio 
tick, 

Last time on the Coast McCul- 
lough looked over Metro, 





SAILINGS 


Feb. 5 (New York to Trieste), 
Lionel Hein (Saturnia). 
Feb. 3 (New York to Bremen). 


Oscar Straus (Bremen). 

Jan. 15 (Berlin to New York), 
Michael Bohnen, Lauritz Melchior 
(Europa). 

Jan. 15 (New 
Ina Claire, Mr. 
Miller (Bremen). 

Jan. 15 (New York to Cannes) 
Philip Barry (Paris). 


York to London) 
and Mrs. Gilbert 


Jan 12 (New York to London) 
Otto Harbach, Macklin Megley 
(Olympic). 

Jan. 9 (Mediterranean cruise) 








New York 





Milton Kusell (Saturnalia). 





WILL MAHONEY 


in “Earl Carroll’s Vanities” 
The Philadelphia “Public Ledger” 


said: “Will Mahoney is in a class 
by himself. He wins for himself the 
whole-hearted appreciation of the 
audience, and his Mahoneyphone 
awoke gales of applause.” 


Direction 
RALPH G. FARNUM 


1560 Broadway 


Goldwyn May Do 
All U. A. Films 
Under New Deal 


A somewhat 





different arrange- 
M. Schenck 
and Sam Goldwyn on the question 


ment between Joseph 


of Goldwyn’s production supervision 


of the Art Cinema group, will pre- 
vail, it is believed, for the coming 
year. 

Instead of undertaking to direct 
production of all Art Cinema pic- 
tures in addition to those which he 
finances himself, Goldwyn may en- 
ter upon a joint financial basis with 
Schenck to cover certain Art Cinema 
pictures. Putting up a percentage 
of the cost with Schenck, and shar- 
ing similarly, Goldwyn would take 
over actual production. 

Balance of the pictures to be done 
under the Art Cinema banner would 
be handled by Lewis Milestone un- 
der an arrangement with Schenck 
entered into sometime ago. 
Schenck will personally devote 
more time to Art Cinema produc- 
tion than he did last year, it is 
stated on authority. He asked 
Goldwyn last spring to take over all 
Art Cinema work so that he, 
Schenck, could devote more atten- 
tion to distribution. 

Goldwyn will do at least five pic- 
tures entirely financed by himself. 
So far these seem to shape up as 
two Eddie Cantors, one Ronald Col- 
man, one Ina Claire and one in 
which Melvyn Douglas is intended 
for a build up to star material. 

Goldwyn contemplates two pic- 
tures with Eddie Cantor for 1932- 
°33 release. It will be the first sea- 
son for two Cantor films. 

Goldwyn has set aside ‘The Kid 
from Spain’ for the present. This 
story, written by Cantor, was to 
have been his solo for the coming 
season. The Goldwyn forces are 
now in a huddle on a substitute 
yarn to go into work around April 1. 

Possibility, however, that ‘Kid’ 
may be Cantor’s second for the new 
season, 





MASSEY WEST AFTER PLAY 


Raymond Massey, English direc- 
tor and actor, went on Universal’s 
payroll Thursday (14). He leaves 
for the Coast Feb. 25 for six 
months. 

Massey is currently staging the 
play, ‘Collision,’ starring Goeffrey 
Kerr and June Walker, for Lewis 
Gensler. With U Massey is in as 
megger only, although if a suitable 
role comes up he will double. Mas- 
sey is handled by Charles Beahan. 





SEPARATION SUIT 
Toledo, Jan. 18. 

Mrs. Margaret O’Connell, wife of 
Jack O’Connell, local theatre op- 
erator, has sued him for separate 
maintenance, asking $75 weekly and 
attorney's fees. 

They have been married since 








1915 and have one child. 








HERTZ, SARNOFF AND KATZ 


Reported Meeting — Significance, if 
Any, Unknown 


Meetings with significance, if any, 
are reported occurring between John 
Hertz, Sam Katz and David Sarnoff. 

Sarnoff and Katz have more or 
less casually met ever since Sarnoff 
became associated with the theatre 
business through RKO. Hertz and 
Sarnoff are reported as friends of 
long standing. With Hertz’s en- 
trance iato Paramount it is said the 
Sarnoff-Katz meetings were rejuve- 
nated with Hertz joining in. 


NO CHANCE OF ELSIE 
JANIS’ STAGE RETURN 


Elsie Janis’ latest haircut will 
keep her off the stage with or with- 








out her husband, according to one 
story. Vaudeville agents last week 
could not get in communication 


with Miss Janis, nor did they reach 
her new and first husband. 

Talk created by Miss Janis, at 44, 
marrying a man who is not over 26, 
made the vaudeville agents believe 
the mimic might do a big comeback 
at the Palace, New York, if only for 
a week. An added hope was that if 
hubby didn’t appear on the. stage 
with Miss Janis, he might hang 
around the lobby as an extra at- 
traction. 

The story is that when Miss Janis 
got her latest haircut it was for the 
express purpose of preventing her 
return to the stage in an act or 
otherwise. Of late Miss Janis has 
been writing for the screen, 

In computing the present age of 
Elsie Janis the basis is usually her 
first appearance in New York, in 
‘The Vanderbilt Cup’ in 1904. Up to 
that time Miss Janis, as a child 
wonder doing imitations, had been 
held out of New York City by the 
Gerry Society, because she had not 
reached 16. When her late mother 
made an affidavit in 1904 that her 
daughter had become 16 years of 
ago, Miss: Janis appeared in the 
musical production. Previously she 
had been only permitted to play in 
vaudeville houses in those states 
where an age limit did not apply. 


Newsreels’ Cash Bond 
Is College Grid Idea 


Hollywood, Jan. 18. 

If some don’t think football pic- 
tures are a big business, the news- 
reel companies do. They had to file 
a $20,000 cash indemnity that none 
of the newsreel shots of the U.S.C.- 
Tulane game would go out in any 
other form than newsreel stuff. 

This was because U.S.C. had sold 
Warner Bros. the exclusive feature 
right to shoot the game in five reel 
length, similar to the U.S.C.-Notre 
Dame game. 

Both football films are doing well 
on the Coast. 








Loew and Roach to 
S. A. in Latter’s Plane 


Arthur Loew took off from Roose- 
velt Field, flying his own plane, yes- 
terday morning (Monday) for El 
Paso, Tex. Expects to meet Hal 
Roach there, ship his plane back, 
take Roach’s air bus and pilot to 
South America and back. 

Program is to spend next three 
weeks making an exhaustive tour 
of Mexico, Central America and 
South America. Without the plane 
the tour would last four to five 
months. 





LETTING DON COOK DOWN 


Hollywood, Jan. 18. 
Donald Cook will be missing from 
the list of First National contract 
men, 
His option expires next month and 
no renewal. 





An Italian Test 
Miriam Battista is being screen 
tested for Metro: 
Actress was featured in an Italian 
produced film that played at the 





Belmont. 
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Fowler, with Cabbage on Desk, Bike 
In Garage, Finds Hollywood Staid 


‘ 





Hollywood, Jan. 18. 

Gene Fowler, a Times Square guy 
by way of Fire Island, three weeks 
here writing for Radio, is disap. 
pointed with Hollywood. He hasn't 
yet been kept waiting outside a stu. 
dio exec’s office. 

Fowler came out here to see just 
how lousy Hollywood really is, he 
says. After listening to a score or 
more Broadwayites on the subject 
he says he decided to see for him- 


self, But to date he has found 
nothing to kick about, unless it’s 


disappointment at not being able to 
find something to kick about. 


Fowler’s Right Leg 


Fowler uttered this as he was 
about to throw his right leg over 
a bicycle and peddal home to din- 
ner. Fowler peddals one of the 
few bicycles in Hollywood, thereby 
proving to the hoi polli who move 
in straight 8’s, 12’s and 16’s that 
he is an expert on eccentricities. 

‘“Once in a Lifetime’ must have 


been all wet,’ he says. ‘Yesterday 
I went around the lot just to sit 
outside executive offices. I wanted 


to feel how an author feels wait- 
ing. But they wouldn't let me stay 
a moment. No sooner did I sit down 
than the executives’ secretaries in- 
formed their respective bosses I was 
there and each time I was forced 
inside.’ 
Modest Or Burned? 

Here to write ‘State’s Attorney,’ 
Fowler says the story is in no wise 
a revamped ‘Great Mouthpiece.’ Al- 
together different with Rowland 
Brown, who will direct it, doing 
most of the work, he says. 

And the solitary decoration in 
Fowler’s office doesn’t fit with Hole 
lywood, either. It’s a head of cab« 
bage. 


Jolson Due at U. A. 
In May for Picture 


Chicago, Jan. 18. 

Joseph M. Schenck and Lewis 
Milestone stopped off here on their 
way to Hollywood to see Al Jolson, 

With Milestone due to direct Jole 
son in his next and first picture 
for United Artists, confab here was 
to approximate the time Jolson will 
be on the Coast. Jolson plans his 
road tour in ‘Wonder Bar’ to take 
him into Los Angeles around March 
1 with two weeks scheduled for lL. 
A. and another fortnight in San 
Francisco. Allowing for a rest pee 
riod to follow, Jolson figures on 
being on the U. A. lot about May. 

‘Wonder Bar’s’ local engagement 
is set to wind up Jan. 23, although 
one extra week is possible if busi- 
ness calls for it. From here the 
show goes to Milwaukee, St. Louis 
and Kansas City, with a few one- 
nighters in between. 


9-Year-Old Valentino 
Record Still Selling 


Hollywood, Jan. 18. 

Slow but steady sale still exists 
for the phonograph record made 
almost nine years ago by Rudolph 
Valentino. Pressings now handled 
by the Platt Music Co. here, which 
took it over from the Celebrities 
Recording Co. 

Despite the poor quality of the 
recording, made under the old 
method and blurred most of the 
way, there are still Valentino fans 
who are willing to part with $1 for 
the only vocal record remaining of, 
the Latin star. 

Valentino recorded 








‘Kashmiri 


in Spanish at the N. Y. Brunswick 
studio in 1923. Selling is confined 
mostly to the dyed-in-the-wool Val- 
entino fans who keep reordering 
discs when theirs wear out. 





LEVY’S RUSH TRIP 


Benn Levy rushed to Hollywood 
Thursday (14) on a hurry call from 
Universal. No-idea, he said on 
boarding the train, what U wanted 
him for. 

Levy was in New York to stage 
his play, ‘Devil Passes,’ at the Sel- 
wyn. 





Kearney’s U Originals 
Hollywood, Jan. 18. 
Patrick Kearney, playwright, con- 
tracted by Universal to write origie 
nals. Expected to arrive here Wed- 





nesday (20). 


Song’ in English and ‘El Relicario’ ' 
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STARS AD COIN 
WALLOPING 
HAYS BAN 


Hollywoo:, Jan. 18. 
Banning of commercial endorse- 
ments by the Hays office hasn't 
stopped the practice. Practically all 
studios have stars lined up for com- 





ing display or radio advertising 
tieups. 
Lucky Strike, Lux and Coca-Cola 


have met little resistance in getting 
big names from studios because of 
the widspread publicity offered. 
This had let down the bars for 
other tieups, studios finding it hard 
to refuse. 

Recent broadcasts by Bebe Dan- 
iels, Marie Dressler, Jeanette Mac- 
Donald, Jack Oakie and Clark Gable 
on General Motors time has also 
tended to weaken the Hays edict. 

Representative of the Studebaker 
Corp. is visiting studios for star 
tieups on a $2,000,000 advertising 
campaign in which only picture 
names will be used in connection 
with the cars. 


MARILYN MILLER OFF 
MORE WB PICTURES 


Hollywood, Jan. 18. 

Marilyn Miller and her $100,000 
picture contract from Warner Bros. 
are reported going into an eclipse. 

Miss Miller‘s final for WB is said 
to be the current release, ‘Her Maj- 
esty, Love.’ 

The Warner-Miller agreement is 
understood to be optional with Miss 
Miller for two more pictures, and 
not stated to be exercised. 


Asks Contract Release Due 
To Wife and Cal. Laws 


Hollywood, Jan. 18. 

Claiming that all his earnings 
Promptly went in the direction of 
his ex-wife, Cliff Edwards dodged a 
renewal of his contract with Metro 
at the expiration of the last option 
period, and will remove himself from 
California court jurisdiction, 

Will vacation a couple of months 
and then go east for stage engage- 
ments under William Morris man- 
agement. 


Offers for Howard 


Hollywood, Jan. 18. 

Leslie Howard was considered too 
English out here when he recently 
appeared in two or three pictures. 
Howard returned to New York to 
reappear in legit. 

With his instantaneous success 
last week in ‘The Animal Kingdom’ 
at the Broadhurst, New York, How- 
ard was immediately deluged with 
offers from nearly all the picture 
Studios. 


L. A. Theatres’ Hoover 
Gags Killed by Mayer 


Los Angeles, Jan. 18. 
Gags linking Hoover with the 
economic situation, used by Harry 
Barris at the Paramount theatre 
last week, were pulled at the re- 
ported request of Louis B. Mayer. 
One was the old surefire of turn- 
ing out an empty pocket and calling 
it the Hoover flag. 























HAROLD RIPLEYS DIVORCED 


Salem, Mass., Jan, 18. 

Divorce has been granted here to 
Mabel Albertson Ripley, stage and 
Screen actress, who accused her hus- 
band, Harold A. Ripley, New York 
film publicity agent, of crued and 
abusive treatment, 

Mrs. Ripley was given custody of 
the children, aged five and six. The 
Ripleys were married in 1 
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WB AND JESSEL 


Reported Flirting on Remake of 
‘Jazz Singer’—George Did the Show 





Chicago, Jan. 138. 
George Jessel and Warners are 
filirting with the idea of a picture 
comeback for the comedian and go- 
ing back to the original ‘Jazz Sing- 
er,’ which was never made as an 
100% talker. The Al Jolson version 
of ‘Singer’ was silent in action other 
than for a couple of songs by Jolson. 
With Cantor-Jessel] completing 
their stage dates soon, likely that 
Jessel will trek west with Cantor. 


Land President 
For Still With 
Vaude Headliner 





Jan. 18. 
effort by 


Washington, 

After three years of 
every publicity man in town, 
dent Hoover finally permitted him- 
self to be photographed with a the- 
atrical headliner. It Was accom- 
plished by Hardie Meakin, manager 
of Keith’s (RKO), who succeeded in 
having the President pose with 
Koran, mystic, currently playing the 
local RKO house. 

Koran, prior to Hoover's election 
in 1928, predicted his nomination 
and election. He is now predicting 
the President’s re-election. 

The President was approached on 
the idea that Koran, in making his 
predictions in the RKO houses 
thruoghout*the country, reached the 
voters from a new angle. Also that 
Koran could give him a first-hand 
report on the reception of the pre- 
diction that would give a picture of 
the public’s attitude. 

After a talk between the President 
and the performer in the executive 
offices, the photograph was taken on 
the White House lawn on Saturday 
(16). 

But two other theatrical “names” 
have received this break. They were 
George M. Cohan, when presenting 
an official song to Congressman Sol 
Bloom’s Washington bicentennial 
commission, and Mary Pickford 
when she flew here to start the re- 
cent unemployment benefit perform- 
ances in the theatres throughout the 
country. 


MARY CAN’T FIND PLAY 
OR PICTURE; ICES FILM 


Hollywood, Jan. 18. 


Mary Pickford has abandoned her 
idea of appearing in a stage play 
and is looking for a screen story. 
Says she can’t find a suitable play 

Actress won’t use the film plot 
written by a prominent author 
which she brought here from New 
York, also because a suitable treat- 
ment couldn’t be made. Story she 
is seeking must have a ‘down to 
earth’ plot, comedy and be okay 
for kids. 


Coast Frets Over New 
Anti-Foreign Talent Bill 


Hollywood, Jan. 18. 

New anti-foreign labor bill, just 
introduced at the instigation of the 
American Federation of Labor, may 
hit foreign musicians and legit 
players, but the Coast has. some- 
thing to think about, too. Its that 
the Arliss-Dietrich-Chevalier-Garbo 
type of star exporting funds into 
homeland depositories can’t very 
well be alibied according to semi- 
official admittance and cognizance 
among Coast executives. 

Then, too, the minor people, not 
to mention the foreign version and 
sync talent, while in for six months 
on special visas, usually manage to 
stay 18 months. Two extensions for 
six months each are generally 
available through proper channels. 











— « 
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CHANCES AGRINST 
QUAY SELECTION 


Screen Material Statistics 
Show 50% from Publish- 
ers, 35% Staff Written, 
15% Plays—Chances on 
Novice Writers 1,000 to 1 





FRANCE FOR QUALITY 





The printed work will always be 
the producer’s most fertile and con- 
sistent source of story material. 


Among the big producers story 
sources have been systematized until 
now the average preauanen sched- 
ule is counting upon 50% of its ma- 
terial from publishers, 15% from 
playwrights, and the remaining 35% 
in original stories from staff writers. 

The story surplus and the official 
proof that the outside writer who 
doesn’t get into type hasn't one 
chance in a thousand for pictures, 
is the eliminations which are a part 
of the reading system. 

This system shows that of 5,000 
novels in one year 200 were marked 
as lending themselves to screen 
adaptation and of these only 25 
actually reached production sched- 
ules. This means that 175 stories 
were placed on the shelf, or more 
material than one film company 
produces in a period of five years. 

Virtually every studio reads the 
same material. At least, this is 
emphasized by authorities who have 
officiated in these departments for 
the past decade. The same material 
is available to all companies at the 
same time and in the decision to 
purchase largely rests the story 
buying competitive angle, 

Between plays, books and stories, 
it is estimated that such combined 
readings total 50,000. Since the 
companies participating in the read- 
ing turn out a total of 500 features 
yearly, the odds against purchase 
of the average recognized writing 
under consideration are 100 to 1, 

U. S. For Quantity 

The works considered are not, of 
course, confined to the U. S, They 
include authors throughout’ the 
world. The most perused foreign 
authors are those of France, Italy, 
Germany, and England. Of these 
countries France is deemed to head 
the list for quality and the U. S. 
for quantity. 

In addition to this reading, com- 
pany theme commentators must pe- 
ruse on an average of 36 magazines 
monthly and about 12 national and 
international reviews. 

Russia is not included in the 
literati of the American screen for 
many reasons, Outstanding among 
these is that even to Russian-born 
readers the themes today from the 
Soviet are, on an average, weighty 
beyond comprehension. 

The Studio Mould 

Outside authors are described as 
the best contributors. Too great a 
knowledge of screen technique is 
held up as often a handicap to style 
and an inclination to hack along 
routine picture lines—the very lines 
from which the industry is attempt- 
ing to alienate itself. 

The biggest handicap to be faced 
by the staff writer, and one which 
it is agreed will always exist, is the 
attempt of the studio to mould the 
writer to its way of thinking. This 
step, it is held, succeeds only in ex- 
tinguishing the staff man’s spark 
which probably first induced the 
company to hand him a contract, 





Lubitsch and Par Talk 
Deal as Asso. Prod. 


Hollywood, Jan. 18. 

Ernst Lubitsch is discussing a 
new deal with Paramount which 
will probably make him an asso- 
ciate producer, 

Pending the result of the con- 
ferences, Lubitsch has agreed to 
call off any negotiations with other 





companies, 





White Hollywood 


Hollywood, Jan. 18. 
A snowfall early Friday 
morning (15) had the studio 
‘stil’ men on the job hustl- 
ing publicity shots with the 
unusual background. 
The snow didn’t make a 
hit with the Cnamber of Com- 
merce, 


Using Film Names 
As Sidelights on 
Hawaiian Trouble 


Hollywood, Jan. 18. 

Newspaper sidelights of the pic- 
ture colony in the Hawaiian trouble 
isn’t liked by the industry heads. 

Story, under the by-line of Dor- 
othy Mackaill and run by Interna- 
tional News, brought plenty of crit 
icism on the actress’ head. Her 
statement that white women flirt 
with Hawaiians, and thus burn the 
natives, was especially resented 
here. 

International News has been get- 
ting names of film people who have 
been in Honolulu, with comments by 
some of them for use in stories on 
the situation, 














San Francisco, Jan. 18. 
ailies here are heavily playing 
up the current Hawaiian turmoil. 

Four ship lines run from here. 
Travel to the islands lessened by 
the unfavorable publicity. 

Daily ‘Chronicle’ makeup boys 
pulled a prize boner in connection 
when they recently spotted a big 
‘Vacation in Hawaii’ ad at bottom 
of two full pages’of news and art on 
the Honolulu situation. 


Gardner Quits and 
Stone, Farley Also 


New Fox Dropouts 


Hollywood, Jan. 18. 

Jack Gardner, Fox casting direc- 
tor, quit Saturday (16), by mutual 
consent, though his contract does 
not expire until May. He will va- 
cation for a month and then open 
his own agency. 

Another Fox dropout is John 
Stone, recently appointed executive 
assistant to Sol Wurzel. Stone was 
advanced to the post from the Fox 
foreign dept. of which he was ir 
charge. A third departure is that 
of Michael Farley, who was in 
charge of the Fox special effects 
dept. 

Richard Carroll, head of the story 
dept., asked to be relieved of the 
job and be permitted to return to 
writing. tobert Yost will tempor- 
arily succeed him as story head, 
Carroll resumes liaison with his 
typewriter, 


Extras Not So Busy 


Hollywood, 











Jan. 18. 
Joz was down for extras last 
week to 475 daily average. Activity 
was also lower in units at the stu- 


dios 25 features filming as against 
from 27 to $1 the first week of the 
year. 

Mob did 
810 got 


its best Thursday when 
chec.is, Siggest set that 
day was a crowd of 182 at a New 
York dock for ‘It’s Hell to be Fa- 
mous’ at Warner-FN, No other sets 
used more than 100 people all week. 

This week starts with 21 features 
in production and eight scheduled 





starters 


|Candid Cameras’ Hollywood Offstage 
Revelations Paralyze Night Stuf 


Hollywood, Jan. 18. 

Off - photography, showing 
Hollywood celebs enjoying night 
life, which has recently been getting 
into rotogravure sections and the 
fan mags, is now out. Reason is 
that a few of the celebs have found 
themselves in the press photo- 
graphed alongside bottles that wer? 
palpably not gingerale containers. 

A few such pictures had the stars 
and the bosses refusing to patronize 
the night where the photogs 
were holding forth, with result that 
the proprietors have now forbidden 
cameramen the run of the place. 

Picturing the night fun fests gave 
the free lance photogs a great break 
and it was jake for the cafe and 
1otel managements, which saw pube- 
licity in the captions. 

Cameraboys with the small but 
sensitive shooting boxes found it 
easy to snap the celebs without the 
latter knowing anything about it. 
This type of stuff was in great de- 
mand among the eastern editors, 

Moans 


A few pictures showed up and 
Hollywood began to moan. Effect 
on the fans, the bluenoses and other 
ilk that might get uppity as to the 
wa, Hollywood celebs spend their 
evenings, had the celebs and their 
bosses worried. To avoid it all they 
stopped going to places where they 
believed a cameraman might be 
lurking, 

Another thing that irked the pic- 
ture outstanders was that some of 
the press stuff showed them just as 
they didn’t want to be shown. 

One laugh was when an eastern 
paper used one of the pictures 
showing the syndicate’s film chate- 
terer passing a bottle of real goods 
to one of the star pets of the paper, 


M-G DROPPING GRETA’S 
FIRST NAME; JUST GARBO 


Metro will hereafter only bill 
Greta Garbo by her last name. As 
far as known it’s the first time any 
film personality has been so ex- 
ploited. 

Elimination of the first name of 
the star comes on orders from the 
studio. 

Instructions have gone forward to 
place into immediate effect the cut 
on the Garbo name in all advertis- 
ing, publicity, billing and other mate 
ter concerning the star. First pic- 
ture crediting her merely as Garbo 
will be ‘Grand Hotel.’ 

Nearest to a last name reference 
is judged to be Maurice Chevalier, 
as regards the public. Teams have 
been so styled commonly. 


stage 


Spots 
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RKO Gets 2 Turndowns for Separate 
Operation of Its Western Orpheum; 
Franklin, Rejectors 


Richards and 


RKO was in line last week for a 
series of declinations from showmen 
headed by E. V. Richards and Har- 
old B. Franklin to become part of 
the RKO operating system. What 
would have happened if the pro- 
posals to both men had included the 
presidency of the RKO is not on the 
record. 

Richards came to New York and 
did a hideaway at the Hotel Van- 
derbilt. He had one interview with 
David Sarnoff and Hiram Brown. 
That interview is said to have 
closed the incident of Richards in 
New York for any RKO purpose. 

Franklin is believed to have had 
two or three interviews with Hiram 
Brown, RKO president. 3rown is 
reported as having intimated to 
both men that his present anxiety 
over operation for RKO is the for- 
mer Orpheum circuit west of Chi- 
cago, but that as RKO president 
Brown holds no thought whatsoever 
of seeing anyone else step into his 
job at the present time. With this 
statement Franklin’s interest is 
said to have immediately lagged. 

Brown left for the Coast Friday 
(15) without having set anything 
in connection with detaching the 
Orpheum circuit operation as pres- 
ently conducted by the RKO regular 
theatre department. The regular 
theatre department, headed by Joe 
Plunkett, would not object from all 
accounts to anyone who thinks he 
can do anything with the Orpheum 
circuit. 

Another figure supposed to be in 
the calculation for the Orpheum 
was Karl Hoblitzelle, formerly of 
the Interstate circuit of Texas. 
Hoblitzelle came to New York with 
Richards and also stopped at the 
Vanderbilt, but he failed to appear 
at the RKO general offices. That 
left Hohblitzelle out of the running. 
The suspicion was that Hoblitzelle 
thought if he called on RKO, to 
which firm he sold the Interstate 
houses sometime ago, that RKO 
might ask him to reduce his rent on 
the Texas theatres, with Hoblitzelle 
preferring the rents as they stand 
rather than to take over the job of 
trying to pull the Orpheum out of 
the red. 

Kohli Faction Request 
The Mrs. Kohl minority stock- 
(Continued on Page 44) 


Distribs Retaining 
Copyright Bureau 














Record Low 





‘Way Back Home’ (Radio), 
starring Seth Parker, is be- 
lieved to have hung up the 


opening hour low record of all 
time on Broadway. In its first 
60 minutes at the Mayfair on 
Friday (15) the picture took in 

ol. 

Feature would have been 
yanked that night, but sched- 
ule of bookings prevented. It 
leaves the theatre’ tonight 
(Tuesday) at 6 p.m. after stay- 
ing but four and a half days. 

‘Way Back Home’ cost Radio 
Pictures $440,000 to produce 
and was made at the 
tion of James EF, Turner, 
sistant to Hiram Brown, RKO 
pres, 


FWC Textbooks Groom 
Mgrs. as Oratorical 


Bigshots in Own Town 


Los Angeles, Jan. 18. 
Bulletins containing information 
on all phases of the film industry 
are being sent to 275 Fox-West 
Coast house managers to keep them 
attuned for answering questions 
and speech making. Material will 
also be shown to club women and 
civic leaders who want to give talks 
on films. 

All data were gathered by Alice 
Ames Winter and Alice Evans Field 
of the Producers’ Association. It 
is being sent to F-WC managers 
through the circuit’s public rela- 
tions department. 

Voluminous material, much of it 
gleaned from books on pictures, is 
in seven mimeographed pam- 
phlets. Subjects of the pamphlets are 
early history, business of making 
pictures, artistic phases of produc- 
tion, outstanding personalities of 
the industry, problem of moral 
standards, educational importance 
and American and _ foreign-made 
pictures. 

F-WC would like its managers to 
make speeches when necessary, and 
if they can, as part of their buildup 
as leaders in small communities. 


as- 














‘Frankenstein’ Yanked 


Schenectady, Jan. 18. 
After breaking house records for 
single day and weekends house 1ec- 





Despite High Cost 


Losing imposing sums _ yearly 
through unauthorized exhibition of 
pictures, ranging from holdovers for 
one performance to violation of run 
protection, distributors are not pre- 
paring to permit economy to shave 
the expenditure for investigating 
and legal agencies covering preven- 
tion and punishment. 

The first action in this direction 
is determination to continue the 
Copyright Protection Bureau, a 
sub-unit of the Hays’ organization, 
in spite of curtailment in other di- 
rect or affiliated branches of the 
M. P. P. D. A. While the CPB 
operates as a wing of the Hays’ 
office with Gabriel L. Hess, Hays’ 
counsel, also counsel for the bureau, 
it is supported entirely by the dis- 
tributors themselves over and above 
producr-distrib 
office. 
is Jack Levin. 

Losses Might Increase 


At a recent meeting at the Hays 
heads refused 


distrib 
any 


office major 


to permit interference that 


would circumséribe the activities of 


the CPB. Distrib viewpoint is pre- 
sumed to be that while it is hard 
to figure what is lost in rentals an- 
nually, if the bureau were crippled 
it might double or even triple, 
Approximately $500,000 has been 
spent annually by distribs in sup- 
porting the CPB and its legal work. 


PAR’S HOPWOOD PLAY 
Paramount -is -fixing up the old 
Avefy Hopwood play, ‘Naughty 
Cindereila,’ for-shooting in the near 
future. Itll be turned into a mu- 
sical, 
Present idea is to call it ‘He Met 


A French Girl’ when completed. 


dues to the Hays 
The bureau's operating head 


ords ac the Plaza (RKO), ‘Franken- 
stein’ (U), scheduled to be held a 
week, nose dived and ‘Maker of 
Men’ (Col) was rushed in for two 
days to fill, 


sSugees- | 


PICTURES 
NO PROGRESS 


Studio-Unions Still Meeting Daily 
On the Coast 











Los Angeles, Jan, 18. 

Meetings are continuing almost 
daily between producer and union 
factions in negotiation on a new 
agreement for studio workers, but 
so far no definite progress is re- 
ported. It is believed, however, that 
an amicable settlement will be ar- 
rived at shortly. Pat Casey is rep- 
resenting the producers in parleys 
in the east, 

Further conferences on the Coast 
may be held before contracts 
finally consummated, it is said. 


RADIO EXECS 
FINAL CONFAB 


Hollywood, Jan. 18. 

With the arrival of Hiram Brown 
this conferences on most 
everything will be held at Radio. 
Lee Marcus and Joe Schnitzer are 
already here. Charles Risenzweig 
and Ned Depinet are due this week. 
Expected that all production-dis- 
tribution problems will then be set. 

Meantime M. J. Abbott, here for 
some time, and Frank O’Heron, 
RKO’s efficiency expert, are hud- 
dling on costs. Val Paul, who suc- 
ceeded the ousted C. D. White, as 
studio manager, will probably con- 
tinue as assistant to Sid Rogell, 
whom, it is reported, becomes studio 
manager. 

Schnitzer will remain here only a 
few days to wind up his affairs, 
then returns east to resume presi- 
dency of Radio Pictures. C. C. Sul- 
livan is handling his business duties 
at the studio and will so continue. 

Charles Rogers has a new deal 
with Radio as an indie producer 
and it’s likely Harry Joe Brown will 
continue with Rogers. 

D. O. Selznick’s cleanout on the 
Radio lot, preceding the arrival of 
eastern executives, has been com- 
pleted with the exception of writers 
and directors. Selznick is production 
head. 

These departments are to get re- 
ported home office attention. 


Katz on Production 


Hollywood, Jan. 18. 

An anticipated visit here shortly 
by Sam Katz, head of Publix thea- 
tres, along with Manny Cohen, of 
Paramount, is supposed to be with- 
out special significance, excepting 
that it may predicate an intent by 
Katz to dig a bit into the produc- 
tion end of the Paramount-Publix 
organization. Katz may remain out 
here from four to six weeks unless 
he decides to cancel the trip. 

During that time he will be initi- 
ated into picture making and may 
lend his advice as to the particular 
style pictures he believes best suited 
to Publix theatres, 








week, 














RADIO-PATHE FIGURE 
ON 50 NEXT SEASON 


Combined product of Radio and 
RKO-Pathe for 1932-'33 will be cut 
to 48 or 50 pictures. The trim for 
both Radio and Pathe will probably 
mean an even division of 24 or 25 
for each company if both trade- 
marks are retained. 

This season Radio announced 36 
while Pathe sold a program of 20, 
a total for both companies of 56. 








$60,000 BID 


Hollywood, Jan. 18. 
Universal may buy ‘House Beauti- 
ful,’ play, if the price is agreeable. 
Company is reported interested up 
to $60,000, but not above. 





WB Takes ‘Weekend Marriage’ 
‘Weekend Marriage’ goes to War- 
ners for production. 
It’s the new novel 
Baldwin. 


by Faith 





RCA, Gen! Theatres and WB About 
Ready to Launch Their 16-mm Sound 





The 16 mm, sound field will blos- 
som into maturity within the next 
month or two when three manu- 
facturers will be ready to market 
their equipments. 

RCA Photophone will have its 
sound-on-film projection machine 
ready for public release before an- 
other week is up; General Theatres 
Equipment has a similar device 
realy to be turned loose, and War- 
ners-Brunswick are reported set 
with their combination phonograph, 
radio and projection machine ac- 
commodating sound on disc as re- 
gards film. 

Matter of marketable pictures is 
a problem which Photophone is 
solving by already having reduced 
many features of its licensees, 
among the latest being ‘Common 
Clay’ (Pathe). The Photophone ap- 
paratus will sell at slightly under 
$500. 

Warners’ instrument is described 
as so geared that records will be 
slipped into place by means of a 
mechanism. This eliminates the 
necessity of considerable handwork 
and goes further toward insuring 
synchronization. 
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Foxs 15 Min. 


Disc Radio Trailers ms 


Approved by Loew, but Rejected 
By Publix—Figure Cost at $30 





"Woke Bill Fox 


When Florabel 
on Winnie Sheehan appeared 
last week in the New York 
‘Daily News,’ friends of Bill 
Fox phoned him at 3 a. m. to 
wake up, get it and read it. 
The yarn had Sheehan men- 
tally broken and isolated in a 
Frisco hotel with a priest for a 
companion. 

Miss Muir does a syndicated 
film chatter column and acts as 
editress of a Hollywood pic- 
ture trade daily. Up until the 
time of the Fo~ studio chief's 
lessened authority, Sheehan 
seemed to be the particular 
plugging delight of Miss Muir. 


Muir’s story 














Reports of Fox-Poli and 


Fabian Fail to Include 
S. Z. Poli’s Exact Position 


Nothing in sight substantiates the 
rumor that Cy Fabian may stép into 
command of the Fox-Poli circuit. 
The Fabian connection, even by ru- 
mor, with the Fox Poli time appears 
to be an off-shoot for another Fox- 
Skouras deal, It’s said that Spyros 
Skouras when approached by the 
Chase Bank to handle the Fox West 
Coast chain, also received a pro- 
posal concerning Fox-Poli. Skouras 
from the account recommended 
Fabian if any deal were to come out 
of the Fox New England houses. 

With the Poli circuit, Fox and the 
Chase people would find S. Z. Poli a 
large sized obstacle to any deal that 
did not coincide with the Poli view. 
Poli is a bond holder of Fox-Poli 
for 12 million dollars or more, which 
is about the present value of that 
circuit. 

Favors Stuart 

Poli’s favorite operator for his 
former New England circuit is Her- 
schel Stuart who has been operat- 
ing the houses for Fox since they 
passed to Fox. Fox-Poli houses for 
the past five weeks have been re- 
ported as having had extremely 
good business. It has been paying 
off some of its interest charges and 
some overdue taxes. 

The tax problem in the Poli 
houses seemed to be a cash em- 
ergency measure that for a while 
baffled the Fox offices in New York 
to overcome. In some of the New 
England towns where Fox houses 
are located that tax law. provides 
that where property is in arrears 
for taxes a deputy sheriff may take 
possession. It is said that there 
has been more than one deputy 
sheriff in some of the Fox houses 
down New England way who re- 
mained there until an installment 
on the tax due was forwarded, 


Mullins in Ludwig Post 
Over Midwest Territory 


Martin Mullins, division manager 
of New England for Publix, this 
week steps into the divisional di- 
rector post at the home office over 
the entire midwest and northwest. 
This includes jurisdction of F.&R., 
Blank, Hostettler and other setups 
in that territory. He succeeds L. 
J. Ludwig. 

Reports on Ludwig vary from his 
being out to a transfer to some 
other Publix department. Publix 
brought Ludwig into the h. 0 as div 
director last summer when Arthur 
Mayer was promoted to head ad- 
vertising and publicity for the 
chain. Publix’s only official an- 
nouncement is that Ludwig is going 
on a special assignment. 

Mullins was in New York last 
week, leaving Friday (15), in com- 
pany with Dave Chatkin for Bos- 
ton. Mullins will be succeeded in 
his new England post by Edward A. 
Cuddy, a sub division manager. 


FARALLA RESIGNS 
Dario Faraila, treasurer of Educa- 
tional, last week turned in his res- 
ignation. No reasons given. 
So far. E. W. Hammons has not 
appointed a successor. 








Radio 
for 


dise trailers, available 


small broadcasting _ stations 
throughout the country, are being 
introduced by Fox this week as an 
exhibitor aid, 

The plan, designed chiefly to aid 
the independent exhibs, is ready to 
be put into effect by some of the 
largest circuits. Loew’s is one of 
these, reporting that it has eight 
stations under agreement to broade 
cast these Fox air trailers, 

Fox survey shows that for 2 
weekly 15 minute period {for 13 
weeks this air time ranges in cost 


from $5 a broadcast to $300. Fox 
figures that where a station hook- 
up, on an exchange or good will 
basis, cannot be negotiated, to 
broadcast the discs will cost the 
exhibitor an average of $30 per 


broadcast. 
For ‘Dance Team’ 

First feature to get the air ballye 
hoo is ‘Dance Team.’ Disc is 
scribed as relating enough of 
story to arouse interest, and it is 
planned to have’ entertainment 
(bands or singing) on most of them, 

Fox does not intend the air teas- 
ers as a cut into regular newspaper 
advertising. Organization points 
out that any additional expense in- 
curred by the broadcasts is worthy 
if it can bring new customers to 
the box office. That one bro.dcast 
cannot expected to bear much 
fruit is given as the reason for 
Fox urging a minimum of a 13- 
week tryout for exhibs, These air 
discs will be a part of the regular 
advertising and exploitation service 
to exhibitors. 

Publix’s Reasons 

Paramount-Publix is one of the 
first of the major companies to op» 


dee 


the 


be 


pose the air trailer idea. Publix, 
which abandoned its own broad« 
casts during the past year on the 
Columbia network, holds up these 
negative points: 

Disc radio broadcasting is not 


strong enough to draw unless it 
holds big names. 

National network activity has bee 
come so common that even fans in 
the sticks shy off the small stations 
for the big programs, 

It is not practical, as the exhib- 


itor cannot afford to put the discs 


on a nightly basis, and his is a 
business of 12 hours and_ split 
weeks. 


BREEN’S GOODWILL TRY 
FOR HAYS OFFICE WEST 


Hollywood, Jan. 18. 





Chief job of Joseph 1. Breen, exece 
utive assistant to Will Hays, while 
here and build 
good will contacts and special scrv- 
ices on the Coast. 


is to organize up 
Breen's bureau 
will devote more time to handling 


comments on pictures, now being 
sent here in increasing numbers in- 


stead of to New York office of 
Hays as formerly. 
Breen will obtain assistance 


from the Motion Picture Academy. 
His stay ends May 1, and possibly 
before if legislative matters demand 
his return east. 

Hays’ Optimism 

Hays arrives next week, his trip 
being mostly to instill optimism 
with his biggest argument being 
the better grosses. Annual Pro- 
ducers’ Association meeting waits 
Hays’ arrival, 

Together with the usual wailing 
of the WCTU over booze, plus blue- 
noses, sex fanatics and other com- 
plainers, received at the coast of- 
fice, the stuttering of Roscoe Ates 
has brought a whole cycle of pro- 
tests. 

Stuttering unfortunates are pro- 
testing Ates’ kidding of their im- 
pediment. Educators are also kick- 
ing because school children’ are 
mimicking. 





Marco East 


Hollywood, Jan. 18. 
Mike Marco is again heading 
eastward, 
He will set the policy at the Roxy 
theatre, buy acts and possibly add 
more Warner theatres to those al- 





ready taking the F. & M. units. 
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—FOA DODGING CONTRACTS 





Spyros Skouras May Assume Charge 
Of Operation of Fox-W. Coast Chain: 
Negotiations Direct by Chase Bank 





Immediate operation of Fox West 
Coast for Spyros Skouras looked 
elose to consummation yesterday 
«Monday). Negotiations had been 
earried on by the Chase Bank direct, 
it is said, with Skouras. 

The Skouras deal, if 
through for the Fox-WC 
around 500 theatres in the far west, 
and principally on the coast, will 
be on a percentage basis for Skouras 
it is said. Spyros will handie the 
western circuit in person from the 
reports, with his brothers, George 
and Charlie, remaining east to take 
care of the Skouras Bros.’ several 
current interests. Skouras’ endorse- 
ment is from other downtown 
bankers. 

Fox West Coast is considered the 
second most valuable asset held by 
the Chase bank in its reported 120 
million or so investment represented 
by the Fox picture proposition. The 
first ‘asset is considered the Loew 
stock control. 

FWC is now in the red. It had 
been built up to a five-million ratio 
annual profit maker by Harold 
Franklin before Franklin had his 
dispute with Harley L. Clarke, then 
the Fox president. Franklin left 
Fox upon the receipt of $500,000 in 
settlement of his managerial con- 
tract. 

Following Franklin as operator 
of FWC was Oscar L. Oldknow, an 
appointee of Clarke and whose 
knowledge of theatre operation had 
been very limited up to that time. 
After Franklin departed, the circuit 
started to dwindle and its prospect 
as a revenue getter faded. 

Big Film Rentals 

It has been reported that Fox 

West Coast, since under the Old- 
kné6w direction, has been paying 
heavy toll on film rental to Fox 
Films, the parent company. This 
occurred, it is said, through the in- 
sistence of the Fox film sales de- 
partment. With Fox West Coast 
paying its own producer top rentals 
for its talkers, other major produc- 
ing companies supplying FWC with 
service demanded the same terms 
as given to Fox. Those companies 
are reported as Paramount, Metro 
and United Artists. 
_ Spyros Skouras would not admit 
yesterday that a deal is imminent 
between himself and FWC. It has 
been well reported notwithstanding 
for over 10 days. What effect it 
will have, if it goes through, on the 
present Fox theatre organization 
can not be foretold. It would dis- 
place at once Oldknow, but the gen- 
eral Fox theatre operator is Harry 
Arthur. Arthur has been the Fox 
Operator in the east. It was Ar- 
thur who initiated decentralization 
of the Fox eastern chain, with the 
Same Skouras one of his best thea- 
tre buying customers. 

Skouras brothers hold their own 
reputation in the show business as 
theatre operators. They started 
years ago in St. Louis where they 
made it so hot for Paramount that 
Paramount bought them out and 
took them in. 
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Warners Buy ‘Dr. X’; 
Kicks on ‘Society’ Sale 


‘Dr. X,’ mystery chiller by How- 
ard Comstock, goes to Warner’s for 
talkerizing. Play, produced last 
by William and Harry 
Brandt, was the second one sold by 
those managers last week, Fox buy- 
ing ‘Society Girl’ the day before. 

Some talk of complaints from 
other studios on the ‘Girl’ sale, com- 
Pleted before the three weeks’ run 
was established, necessary under 
Dramatists’ Guild contract. Para- 
mount is declared to have kicked. 
but nothing further developed. Fox 


will use ‘Girl’ for James Dunn and 
Sally Eilers. 


season 





Sheehan in Hospital 


San Francisco, Jan. 18. 





W. R. Sheehan, v. p. of Fox Film 
Corp., is recuperating in St. Mary’s 
Hospital here. Sheehan has been 
confined to his bed for the past 
week, but is now able to take short 
walks. 


All callers have been refused ad- 
mission to his room at the hospital. 

Attendants there say they expect 
him to be discharged in about a 
week. Sheehan is on a three months’ 
leave of absence from Fox. 


FOX CONVINCED 
ON TEAMS FOR 
NEXT SEASON 


Authoritatively said that Fox wil! 
feature five or more pairs of players 
From indications the 








next season. 
only Fox names who will solo will 
be Will Rogers and Elissa Landi. 

A designated number of pictures 
will be worked out by convention 
time in April. 

In connection with the twains Fox 
is cultivating it is said that James 
Dunn will team with both Sally 
Eilers and Janet Gaynor. Dunn will 
be teamed with Miss Eilers for prob- 
ably three films and with Miss Gay- 
nor in another series. Miss Gaynor 
will also have her customary screen 
partner, Charlie Farrell. Miss Eilers, 
in addition to Dunn, will work op- 
posite Spencer Tracy. A separate 
duet will be Warner Baxter and 
Joan Bennett. 

The Dunn-Lilers and the Gaynor- 
Farrell teams already proven them- 
selves, Fox this spring is placing 
the Baxter-Bennett and the Tracy- 
Eilers combinations to a test in two 
releases and the Dunn-Gaynor brace 
in one. These pictures are part of 
the current program, 





Supervisor Shakeup 
At Metro Impending 
For Thalberg Relief 


Hollywood, Jan. 18. 


Unofficially reported that a super- 
visory shakeup on the Metro lot im- 
pends despite existing contracts. 

Basic idea is to relieve Irving 
Thalberg of responsibilities on all 
production, with the supervisors re- 
ported not contributing sufficiently 
to handle matters on their own. 

E. B. Derr, new M-G-M super- 
visor, is understood to be set on 
spec; i. e., if he secures a suitable 
story assignment. It’s the same ar- 
rangement on which Vic and Ed- 
ward Halperin, ex-indie producers, 
went over to Metro as associate pro- 
ducers. 





Mark New Wide Film 
Attempt as Just Rumors 


Picture companies associated with 


reports of the industry’s attempt to 
revive interest in wide film, are 
branding same as groundless 
rumors. No producer, it is de- 
clared, is desirous of violating the 
Hays two year pact, and especially 
at this time, wherein it is agreed 
that for that period the industry 
will steer clear of costly novelties. 

Radio Pictures and Universal 


were the firms rumored to be enter- 


taining wide film plans 


| NON- RATIFICATION 


NEW ALIBI IDEA 


Wurtzel, Clayton Sheehan, 
Walsh, King and DeSylva 
Get Letters—Varied Le- 
gal Opinion on Sta_ ; of 
Contractees 


WURTZEL FIGHTS 


Five letters notifying prominent 
Fox contractees that their agree- 
ments have never been ratified by 
the Fox board of directors were 
sent out last week.. The recipients 
were Sol Wurtzel, Clayton Sheehan, 
Raoul Walsh, Henry King and 
Buddy DeSy!va. 


The letters, signatured by E. R. 
Tinker, present president of Fox, 
are understood to have been to the 
effect that although the contracts 
of these men were signed by a vice- 
president of the company, the Fox 
board did not ratify and also that 
any renewals or modification made 
in these agreements after Sept. 1, 
1931, were contrary to the agree- 
ment between the Fox finance cor- 
poration and the board. The epistles 
are also said to have included the 
notation that the Fox company does 
not desire to dispense with the ser- 
vices of those involved. 

It is believed that all five men 
will contest any attack on the va- 
lidity of their contracts. In the 
case of Wurtzel, second to W. R. 
Sheehan on_ production, and in 
charge since Sheehan’s recent in- 
disposition, it is authentically re- 
ported that he already has mailed 
a reply to Fox company heads de- 
marding official recognition of his 
contract. 


Further information on the Wurt- 
zel phase is that the production 
head, if official cognizance of his 
agreement is not forthcoming, will 
attempt to obtain an injunction in 
Los Angeles against the Fox studio 
releasing any further product made 
under his supervision. It is also 
said that Wurtzel has another com- 
pany and studio proposal before 
him, although this angle remains 
unverified. 


Clayton Sheehan, brother of Win- 
nie, is head of the Fox foreign de- 
partment, while Walsh and King 
are directors, and DeSylva an as- 
sociate producer. Clayton Sheehan 
and DeSylva are now in New York 
with Walsh and King on the coast. 
The intentions of the other men, 
outside of Wurtzel, are not known. 
Wurtzel’s written answer is pre- 
sumed to have reached the Fox 
heads yesterday (Monday). It is 
also reported that W. R. Sheehan 
received a note of like import. 

Outside legal interpretations vary 
as to holding a contract invalid on 
the premise that although an agree- 
ment has been signed by one mem- 
ber of the board who aiso is vice- 
president of the company, it has 
never been ratified by the board of 
directors as a whole. One high legal 
opinion is that there is no equity 
in such a supposition because the 
contractee, who signs for his serv- 
ices, does so in good faith and is 
an innocent party in the matter. 
An equally high and conflicting 
legal deduction is that if the person 
so signed engages counsel before 
placing his name to such an agree- 
ment, then that person is not in- 
nocent in fact. As regards future 
eventualities it is further pointed 
out that if allowances have not been 
made for same, or corrective meas- 
ures taken, before signing, then, 
while it may not be the fault 
of the contractee, it is an error on 
the part of his counsel for having 
overlooked this possibility. 

The entire matter is a direct rar- 
allel to the case of Walter Wanger 
and Paramount. On the Fox end, 
that company already faced with 
one lawsuit over the dismissal of a 


is 





| studio 


executive under contract, 
Johnson, although there is a 
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IF ind Earliest Selling Season 


Due This Year Because of 
Film Shortage and “onditions 
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KAHANE IN CHARGE 
Takes Over RKO Head’s Duties 
While Brown Is West 
B. B. Kahane temporarily moved 
into Hiram S. Brown's capacity in 
the New York office, when the RKO 
president left for the Coast Friday 
(15). The RKO general counsel and 
first vice-president assumes Brown's 
duties as active head of the home 
office in New York until the latter's 


return. 


W. B.-W. E. Resume 
Their Old Royalty 
Hearings Feb. 1 


Resuming arbitration hearings 
Feb. 1 in its royalty dispute with 
Western Electric, Warners is con- 
fident all testimony will be in the 
hands of the star chamber judges 
by May. It means that the indus- 
try’s longest private battle will 
come to a close after four years of 
off and on clashes. 

That W. E. will take only three 
months to state its case is the belief 
of Warner men, who point out that 
many sessions in the past have been 
devoted to book-keeping tactics af- 
fecting both sides. 

Around $50,000,000 is the popular 
figure Warners is credited as as- 
piring to. WB figures that West- 
ern wouldn’t have to pay such a 
sum in one lump—if at all; that 
whatever the award might be could 











; be spread over payments taking in 


the 14 years denoted as the life of 
present talker licenses. 

Western Electric is also just as 
confident that the decision will 
eliminate all need to use the term 
‘payment’ in regard to WB, except 
as it pertains to counsel. A few 
of these lawyers obtain $200 for 
every hour they argue the case, 





difference between that occurrence 
and the Fox five-letter plan which 
adds that there is no desire to 
terminate with the aforementioned 
men's services. 

Opinion in tne trade is that the 
Fox company is seeking either to 
place these five men on a week to 
week basis, attain an adjustment of 
their agreements at definitely re- 
duced figures or let them out. 


Hollywood, Jan. 18. 

D. E. McIntire, Chase banRing of- 
ficial at the Fox studio yesterday 
(Monday) reviewed E. R. Tinker’s 
wire, stating 10 Fox contracts made 
under the ‘poor management of a 
recent business administration,’ have 
not been recognized by the board, 
and that these are the only ones 
abrogated. 

This is believed to be an effort to 
forestall further panic on the Fox 
lot, which feared all contracts were 
affected. 

Al Rockett, senior associate pro- 
ducer at Fox, was placed in charge 
of all production today (Monday) 
with no statement concerning the 
status of W. R. Sheehan or Sol 
Wortzel. 

Joseph J. Johnson’s suit against 
Fox Film Corp. for $49,311, under 
a three-year contract given him by 
W. R. Sheehan, charges that he was 
ousted by revocation of his studio 
pass on the part of ‘une Mclintire,’ 
who claimed he was ‘business man- 
ager,’ Dec. 16. Johnson com- 
plains that he was put out abruptly 
three days after tentatively agree- 
ing to a new working agreement 
with McIntire, and after voluntarily 
taking a $100 a week cut from his 
salary of $600. 

Johnson says he resigned a 
lucrative and highly responsible po- 
sition in the city government of 
New York to accept Sheehan's 
three-year contract as executive as- 
in December, 1929. 


on 
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“Warliest selling season in the his- 
of pictures will come with the 
marketing of the 1932-'33 season's 
out,ut. Some major companies are 
already setting future product and 
sales conventions will start to take 
place-in Apr" 

Even the independents, 
ways lave an eye on 
ing season, are now 
*32-'33 production schedules. 
gram will hold its convention 
month. 

The majors will not be far be- 
hind this year and probability is 
that every firm will have announced 
its full lineup to the field by May 15. 

Last year was the earliest season 
on record. Universal seems the first 
to have luoked as far ahead as Aug. 
1, when new season releases are 
supposed to begin, with Phil Reis- 
man, sales head, having made a trip 
to the Coast studio before Christ- 
mas to talk new product. 

All Moving Up 

Fox, Radio-Pathe, United Artists, 
Paramount, Warner-First National, 
and Columbia have also upset prece- 
dent in this direction. Metro seldom 
hurries, since its releases run over 
into new seasons and it takes its 
time on selling. Fox is nearly set 
now on the bulk of its lineup. 

One of the primary reasons as- 
cribed to early preparation of new 
programs is - condition which be- 
came apparent last summer with 
the buying of product stalled by 
circuits and independents. Getting 
out of convention early will give the 
sales forces an added start deemed 
needed in view of general conditions 
with these times ro time to stall 
around. 

Another ange is the thought that 
every major may be forced to pre- 
release ’32-'33 product in advance of 
Aug. 1 in the face of a possible film 
shortage by theatres before that 
date arrives. For the first time the 
customary film distribution year 
may be set ahead to July 1 or 
earlier. Many companies, even if 
completing currently announced pro- 
grams, will find their film exchanges 
empty before Aug. 1. 


SNUBBING KIDS 
UNTIL SPRING 


Hollywood, Jan. 18, 

Both studios and theatres have 
for the time being dropped 
their bring-the-kiddies-back-to-the- 
theatre movement in favor of hor- 
ror features that figure to exclude 
the youngsters from the theatres. 

During the local run of ‘Franken- 
stein’ at the Orpheum, to discour- 
age kid patronage, the house boosted 
the juv admission to regular adult 
prices. Otber houses with scream 
films booked will follow the Or- 
pheum’s lead and Saengerize their 
Louses during the playing of these 
pictures, 

Studios, in line with the theatres, 
feel that while the horror cycle is 
hot the kids might as well be for- 
gotten until such time as the public 
tiree of tne morbid. It is felt that 
following the horror cycle should 
come a demand for an entirely dif- 
ferent type of story, and at that 
tivne a play for the kids might also 
hit the fancy of the adults, 

Most studios are holding off the 
juve interest stories until spring. 
Paramount, with its Coogan-Durkin 
combination, will not use the te@m 


tory 


who al- 
an early sell- 
working out 
Mono- 


next 





unii) that time. Plans for another 
Robert Coogan picture are also 
stalled. 

At Metio Jackie Cooper will ap- 


pear in two pictures before the sum- 
mer, but they will be of a type sim- 





to 


ila1 ‘The Champ.’ 
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Meeting on International Sound 
Pact Due at Berlin Within Fortnight 


—_— 


Hither a blow-up or formal rati- 
fleation of the international peace 
patent pact convention of 1930 will 
effected within the next two 
weeks. This time, however, picture 
producers vow they are putting the 
decision direetly up to the electric 
companies. Will Hays, it is known, 
also favors a hands-off attitude. 

Unlike the gala occasion of two 
years ago in Paris, there is, instead 
of fanfare this time, an effort on 
the part of all to keep secret or 
minimize the importance of the 
coming meeting scheduled for Ber- 
lin. This conference will either up- 
hold or completcly undo the prom- 


be 


ises made at the French round 
table. 

Even the American electrics in- 
cline to the light regarding the 


Berlin conference. None of the head 
executives are planning to sail. 
They are being represented by their 
own foreign offices.’ 

During the past two years world 
sound relations have been con- 
ducted on a memorandum basis. 
This time that memorandum is to 
be replaced by a formal contract 
permanently dictating jurisdiction 
of patent powers. That the contract 
to be crawn will be «= duplicate of 
the memorancum and that no re- 
visions of territorial agreements 
are contemplated is the expression 
of one major wire organization. 

The American electrics deny that 
they favor a new deal on the pat- 
ent understanding. Regardless of 
what new move might be made it 
is well known to students of the 
situation that legally there can be 
little change, the highest German 
eourts having ‘decreed for the Tobis 
patents even prior to the initial 
Hays gathering. 

Milton Diamond, Tobis represen- 
tative, is scheduled to sail shortly 
for Germany to be present at the 
conference. Warners, which some 
time ago purchased a substantial 
interest in Tobis patents, also will 
be represented by Sam Morris, who 
embarked two weeks ago. 


Exchange Man Wants 
Distinction Between 
Indies and Quickies 
Hollywood, Jan. 18. 

Floyd St. John, owner of the Co- 
Operative Film Exchange of San 
Francisco, visited ‘Variety’ here to 
enlist friendly offices for the indie 
production which exchanges su?! 
as Co-Op handles, and not to con- 
fuse these indie pictures with the 
term quickie, 

After concurring that ‘Variety’ 
draws the distinction between an 
indie and a quickie—that while a 
quickie is most often an indie, but 
an indie production is not neces- 
sarily a quickie—St. John pointed 
out how such a coincidental refer- 
ence can work to the detriment of 
the indie exchange in its relation 
with the exhib. 

St. John’s Co-Op exchange handles 
the states’ rights distribution in the 
southwest of the Twickenham- 
produced Sherlock Holmes pictures, 
one of which British-made films, 
‘Sherlock Holmes’ Fatal Hour’ last 
week played Warner’s Downtown, 
L. A., a first run de luxer. 

St. John avers that because of 
the generally known shortage of pic- 
tures, his exchange must pay plenty 
for indie product suitable for first 
run exhibition. It is this shortage 
which forced an indie into a War- 
ner Downtown house in L, A. and. 
obviously, St. John’s chief concern 
is to create the impresion that these 
indies are not necessarily quickies. 


N. Y. to L. A. 


Benn W. Levy. 
Harold Franklin. 
Hiram Brown. 
Ned Depinet. 
Patrick Kearney. 


L. A. to N. Y. 


George Rand. 

Joe Krumgold. 

Cliff Read. 

Stuart Erwin. 

June Collyer. 

Mike Marco. 

William Anthony McGuire 
Bernard Lohmuller 

Radie Harris 

















Ist Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 





Week Jan. 22 
Paramount—No One 
(Par). 
Roxy—‘Dance 
(2a week). 
Capitol—‘The Champ’ (Met- 
ro). 
Rivoli—‘Jekyll 
(Par) (4th week). 


Man’ 
Team’ (Fox) 


and Hyde’ 


Strand—‘Taxi’ (WB) (3d 
week). : 
Mayfair — ‘Panama Flo’ 


(Pathe) (19). 
Winter Garden—‘Union De- 
pot’ (WB) (2d week). 





Rialto—‘Cock o’° the _ Air’ 
(UA) (23). 
Week Jan. 29 
Paramount—‘Tomorrow and 


Tomorrow’ (Par). 
Roxy — ‘Charlie Chan's 
Chance’ (Fox). 
Capitol—'Emma’ (Metro). 
Rivoli— ‘Jekyll and Hyde’ 
(Par) (5th week). 
Strand — ‘High Pressure’ 
(WB). 
Mayfair, 
Pathe), 
Winter Garden—‘Union De- 
pot’ (WB) (3d week). 
Riaite—Cock oo’ the 
(UA) (2d week). 


‘Prestige’ (RKO 


Air’ 





$2 Pictures 
‘Arrowsmith’ (UA) (Gaiety) 
(ith week). 
‘Hell Divers’ (Metro) (Astor) 
(5th week). 
‘Man | Killed’ 
terion) (19). 


(Par) (Cri- 





Foreign Films 


‘Zwei Menschen’ (Cicero) 
(German) (Little Carnegie) 
(6th week). 

‘Cain’ (TPE) (French) 
(Cameo) (2d week). 

‘Der Ungetrue Eckehart’ 
(German) (Europa) (21). 
a Ekel’ (German) (Ufa) 
(22). 














PATHE NEWS TILTS RENTS 


Ads 4 on Cost of News Service to 
All RKO, Houses 








Pathe News has notified all RKO 
theatres of an increase in the week- 
ly charge of 33%. The new rate 
goes into effect immediately. 

Information is that Pathe News, 
as a subsidiary of RKO, has been 
complaining ever since the purchase 
of Pathe by RKO that the low week- 
ly rental demanded by RKO theatres 
helped to hold Pathe News continu- 
ously in the red. Apparently no 
consideration was given to this until 
quite recently. 


Creditors Offer 
Is Rejected by 
Multicolor Firm 








Los Angeles, Jan. 18. 

Attorneys for major creditors are 
drawing papers to force Multicolor 
into bankruptcy following refusal 
of Multicolor officials to okay the 
creditors’ offer to accept 30 cents 
on the dollar. 

Creditors gave company until 
Jan. 15 to make a decision. On the 
14th a minor creditor attached Mul- 
ticolor and Caddo for $1,200 which 
Multicolor promised to pay this 
week. There are approximately 165 
creditors with total claims of $160,- 
000, exclusive of Hughes’ invest- 
ment claim of $1,600,000, which 
claim is contested by other credi- 
tors. Total of $1,757,000 is believed 
invested in the Multicolor plant. 

One-third of the depleted staff 
was let out last week and Frank 
Garbutt, borrowed from Radio to 
head the lab, was returned. 
Charles W. Prynne, who held 
half rights on Multicolor film color- 
ing machine, filed suit today (Mon- 
day) for injunction restraining dis- 
position of properties, charging 
company fraudulently obtained 
rights from him by having him sign 
release instead of application for 





patent and then discharged him. 





By Tom 


Visual Education 


Waller 


(Twentieth of series of articles on motion pictures in the classroom.) 





Prisons as well as schools are 
ready for visual education, but the 


industry is in a way to miss a 
chance because of petty competi- 
tions. 

The educator interest in film is 
admittedly higher than at any pre- 
vious time. Penal commissions are 
advocating it for convicts. Boards 
of education are buying equipment 
in some of the largest cities, headed 
by New York. But the constant in- 
quiry about suitable pictures, es- 
pecially when an assurance is sought 
of a consistent supply, is bringing 
teachers no satisfactory reply from 
important elements in the industry. 

Although it has demonstrated its 
product in 40 cities, Fox cannot sell 
or rent anything. 

Within a week Fox could have 63 
subjects available if the organiza- 
tion now were not actually in a po- 
sition where it would have to pay 
out more in royalties than it could 
expect to make if there were an 
initial 20,000 classroom customers. 

At $500 per negative reel (the 
same royalty imposed by Western 
Electric upon a picture earning 
$1,000,000 at professional box of- 
fices) the licensee using the Western 
system in the classroom is blocked. 

Fox admits it has reached the 
educational crossroads. It points 
out that moving over to RCA Pho- 
tophone, where the school royalty 
has been cut to one-fifth, would 
have been the remedy had the pre- 
caution been taken before Fox had 
gotten so far advanced with its 
visual schedule. 


Can’t Switch Now 


Shifting to Photophone at this 
time, however, would not only 
necessitate the re-making of the 
schedule, but would prohibit Fox 
from using its vast library because 
the sound was recorded under the 
Western license. More than 50% of 
the recording apparatus in the Fox 
eastern studio is Fox’s own. 


That chances of getting Western 
to see its royalty excessiveness is 





practically hopeless is the belief of 


Foxites. Even charging a royalty 
in proportion to the development of 
the classroom field—increasing the 
royalty as the sales multiply—is be- 
ginning to look futile to Foxites 
as its deadlock with Western con- 
tinues month by month. 

Behind the Western iInsistence 
upon one royalty is seen an angle of 
bitter competition with RCA Photo- 
phone. Were Fox not in the equip- 
ment manufacturing end and com- 
peting with Western in the selling 
of apparatus to schools then, it is 
advanced, the stubborn adhesion to 
a set charge might be subject to 
compromise. 

When Western was called for 
turning producer it shut off its 
camera, temporarily at least, and 
relegated distribution of its expen- 
sive experimental product to a com- 
edy company. Whether Western’s 
desire to have Fox stay out of the 
equipment business, at least in the 
school, is the real reason for the 
impasse between the only two or- 
ganizations in the business which 
have given classroom subjects ex- 
pert study and treatment, is a ques- 
tion, 

The deadlock is conceded bound 
to have a bad effect upon all equip « 
ment manufacturers, including Pho- 
tophone, A stream of good product, 
regardless of its source, is what the 
equipment people admit they most 
need. RCA, it is learned, is becom- 
ing impatient at a widening of the 
breach after it had offered its ser- 
vices to Fox at a reported generous 
royalty. Now Radio is seriously 
considering entering into visual 
production itself, at an early date. 

10,000 Prisons Ready 

Prisons, less demanding than 
schools in the nature of curricula, 
are likely to be the first institutions 
where screen instruction will pre- 
vail generally, it is pointed out. 
There are 10,000 such places coming 
under state supervision. There are 
another estimated 50 institutions 
maintained by the Federal govern- 
ment. 





Among the. state institutions 


Hollywood 





weekly “Variety.” 


department. 


Briefly rewritten extracts from “Variety’s” Hollywood Bulletin, printed 
each Friday in Hollywood, and placed as a wrapper upon the regulap 


The Bulletin does not circulate other than on the Pacific Slope. 
News from the Dailies in Los Angeles will be found in that customary 





Adapting Own 
Elynore Dolkart, Universal for- 
eign writing recruit, is adapting her 
own original, ‘Friday Madonna.’ 





Neuman on Features 
Kirt Neuman, megger of short 
comedies for U, is promoted to fea- 
tures, starting with one called ‘In- 
formation Kid.’ 





Stanwyck Wants Play 
Barbara Stanwyck is showing in- 
terest in Tay Garnett’s and Zelda 
Sears’ Hollywood play, “All That 
Glitters,” as a between-pictures 
stage venture. 





Rogers’ Next 
‘Down to Earth,’ Will Rogers’ next 
picture, is by Homer Croy, and deals 
with the ‘They Had to See: Paris’ 
characters when they return home, 
Edwin Burke adapting the script. 


Hobart Legit 

Rose Hobart washes up with Uni- 
versal when ‘Ambition’ is finished 
and goes to New York for a vaca- 
tion. She’s due back on the Coast 
to play opp Ralph Furbers in ‘Coun- 
sel’s Opinion,’ opening in San Fran- 
cisco in April. 





Straus Sailing 
Oscar Straus, his contract with 
Paramount ended, left Saturday for 
Europe. He sails from N. Y. on the 
Bremen Feb. 3. Straus wrote music 
for Maurice Chevalier’s ‘One Hour 
With You.’ 





French Directing 
Lloyd French was made a Hal 
Roach director, but first must super- 
vise a ‘Boy Friends’ short. 





As ‘Idea’ Man 
Owen Francis is ‘idea’ man with 
Gene Fowler and Rowland Brown on 
Radio’s ‘State’s Attorney.’ 





McGuinness Quits Col. 
James K. McGuinness leaves Co- 
lumbia Jan. 23. He was associate 
producer on ‘Shopworn.’ 





Music Economy 

Radio Music upheavals let out 
Nate Winecoff of Harms and com- 
bined the Harms, Remick and Wit- 
mark offices. Sig Bosley was named 
rep for Miller Music, Clarence Freed 
for Phi] Kornheiser and Jack Mass 
for Marlo Music. 





Chase’s Chi Test 
Charlie Chase, through at Roach, 
opens his B. & K. vaude tour Feb. 5 
at the Oriental, Chicago, with two 
weeks. Later engagements depend. 





Radio’s Romance Team 
Arlene Judge and Eric Linden are 
being groomed by Radio as a Gay- 
nor-Farrell romantic team. They go 
into ‘Veneer’ next, having previously 
romanced in ‘Are These Our Chil- 
dren?’ 





Col. Layoffs 

Closed Saturday, in two weeks 
Columbia has let out 400 people who 
get a four to six weeks’ vacation 
minus pay. Cutting department, 
supervisors, and writers still work- 
ing. George Landy, publicity de- 
partment -head, was laid off till re- 
opening, while status of Jo Swerling, 
writer who wouldn't take a cut, is 
in doubt. 





Brendel Off Salary 

El Brendel is off salary at Fox 
while making a 10-week personal 
appearance tour. If no picture is 
ready, he gets another 10 weeks of 
p. a’ing after the initial round. 
Comic works with his wife, Flo 
Burt. 





Hughes Stays Away 
Caddo won't resume production 
before June. Howard Hughes is not 
due back at the UA lot for another 
month, 





Who’s Who Takes Ether 
The ‘who’s who’ thing is being 
tried on the radio industry by a 
New York publishing outfit. Reps 
here are approaching artists, sta- 
tion operators and others for pic- 
ture-and-puff stuff at $100 per page. 





Meinardi Must Cool 
Helen Meinardi returned to Metro 





which Radio Photophone has al- 
ready wired for sound are: Colum- 
bus (O.) prison, Southern Illinois 
Penitentiary, Newcastle (Del.) 
workhouse, Alleghaney County 
workhouse, and four reformatories. 
Two of the latter are in the State of 
Washington, while the others are in 





Kansas and Michigan. 


from three months in Paris ana 
was handed her ‘Boarding Schooy 
to tone down. It was set for pro« 
duction when she left until figured 
too hot. 
Gaynor-Farrell Again 

Charles Farrell was substituted 
for James Dunn in ‘Have a Heart.’ 
Dunn goes instead into ‘Little 
Teacher,’ 





10% Radio Station Cut 
KFI-KECA employes took a 10% 
cut. Glen Dahlberg, from the comg«. 
mercial department, replaces Robert 
Hurd as program head. 





WB Postponements 

Over-activity given as the Ware 
ner-FN reason for _ postponing 
George Arliss’ ‘Successful Calamity’ 
to Feb. 15. Richard Barthelmess igs 
permitted a South Seas trip with 
his ‘Cabin in the Cotton’ pushed 
over to May. 





Radio’s Hope 
Radio has stellar buildup inten« 
tions for a magazine cover model, 
Gwili Andre, who gets out here bne 
fore Feb. 1. 





Par Buys ‘Waves’ 

‘Wild Waves,’ radio satire ree 
hearsing in New York, has been 
bought by Paramount. Metro is 
filming ‘Are You Listening?’ with 
a broadcast plot. 





Jaffee Renews 
Sam Jaffee’s renewal with Par« 
amount spikes the report he was 
dissatisfied. 





Fairbanks in Color 
Douglas Fairbanks leaves latter 
part of February for the South Seas 
to vacation and make a travel pic- 
ture in Technicolor. Director and 
crew of six will go with him on 
Joseph Schenck’s yacht. 





Barris Sticks 
Paramount theatre has contracted 
Harry Barris to continue as m. @ 
for four weeks. 





D’Arcy as M. C. 

Roy D’Arcy goes Fanchon & 
Marco as m. ec. for ‘Chains’ Idea. 
Joins the unit at Pantages’ Holly- 
wood this week. 





Consolidated’s Cut 
Consolidated Lab. has cut all sale 
aries over $50 weekly 15%. This is 
the lab’s first cut. 





L. A. Grind 
With most of the claims against 
the Los Angeles theatre settled, Joe 
Leo plans to open the house Feb. 1 
on a i15-cent grind policy. Any 
product available will be used. 





Christie’s for Vets 
Veterans of Foreign Wars may 
lease the old Christie studios for 2 
dormitory for unemployed service 
men. Organization has applied to 
the War Dept. for cots and army 
blankets. 





‘Zee Zee’ Ducks Union 
Harry Seiber is out of ‘Easy for 
Zee Zee,’ leaving Sam Goldberg, Ar- 
thur Hockwald and Richard Wilbur 
the owners. Seiber, declared in on 
the show for reasons, withdrew 
when the other partners threw out 
the union stage hands ai the Music 
Box last week. 


Argosy Folds 
The Argosy Productions, which 
planned a series of westerns in 
Multicolor, has folded due to the 
tangled affairs of the Hughes color 
lab. Company made one feature, 
‘Tex Takes a Holiday,’ 





F. R. Wilson, prexy of Talking 
Picture Epics, arrived here Sunday 
(17), for a quick coast visit. He'll 
look at product for possible release. 





Special Post 
Post of ladies’ costumer has been 
created at Radio studio for Mrs. 
Margaret Pemberton, wife of Brock 


Pemberton. For three years she 
has headed Saks’ theatrical de- 
partment. 





McGuire’s Zieggy Book 
William Anthony McGuire leaves 
for New York today (18) for three 
weeks. He'll talk with Ziegfeld 
about the book for a new musical. 





Ralph Lewis Bankrupt 
Ralph Lewis, actor, followed Vera 
Lewis into bankruptcy proceedings, 
listing the same liabilities and as- 
sets as his wife. Assets mainly 

goods in the Vera Lewis shop. 





Jess Stafford takes his band to 
the Club Forrest, New Orleans, 
Feb. 17, after finishing at Warner's 
Hollywood, Feb. 3. Latter house 





(Continued on Page 63) 
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PUBLIX AS LEGIT PRODUCER | 





Look for Big Increase Within Ranks | 
Of Independent Exhibs This Year| 


—_———_———_——_ oe 


Since noiseless pictures went out 
five years ago circumstances have 
never been so propitious as now for 
a rapid rehabilitation of the inde- 
pendent exhibitor. That it will come 
with leaps and bounds in 1932 is 
the belief of many film men. In 
some quarters it is a distinct hope. 

Signs of recovery of that posi- 
tion formerly held by the indie ex- 
hibitors have manifested themselves 
during the past six months. Re- 
sumption of volume indie operation 
is looked upon a good develop- 
ment for the industry by various 
executives. That it will restore a 
healthy condition to the business is 
thought certain, if for no other rea- 
son than that more independents 
will stimvlate competition, 

The distributor would rather have 
the indie against the chain as a na- 
tural stimulant on sales. Rentals 
have gone down in many spots for 
the sole reason that there isn’t 
enough competition on product. 

Chains’ 25° 

Before sound arrived of 
number of film accounts in the 
United States and Canada, only 
12% of distribution was represented 
by the distrib’s own chains or affili- 
ated theatres. That was when 22,- 
000 accounts were on the _ books. 
This number has been reduced to 
around 16,000 with chains and affili- 
ated or long-term franchise ac- 
counts now representing around 

25% of distribution. It is believed 
there’s a chance for the percentage 
to go back to the 12% ftigure before 
1933 has been reached. 

There are two reasons. One ele- 
ment comes from chains which are 
returning houses to local independ- 
ent operation and another from the 
rapid increase in resumption of 
business strictly by indies without 
partnership or other arrangements. 
While the indies, under partner- 
ships with chains have to carry the 
product of their chain producer, they 
otherwise are bidding for product 
more or less in the open market. 
Most all of them do their own book- 
ing. 

Shortly after sound came in about 
4,000 theatres, mostly shotguns, 
passed from the film scene never to 
return. Against their loss ap- 
proximately 1,000 new houses have 
been built or rebuilt to take their 
place. According to distribution au- 
thority the new 1,000 represents for 
the distributor much more in re- 
turns than the old 4,000 galleries. 

Numerous theatres operated in- 
dependently as sidelines have also 
been removed. The distrib gener- 
ally hails the passing of the side- 
line exhibs because theatre opera- 
tion was not their first considera- 
tion, nor were their obligations. 


NOW COUNT 35c 
AS TAX LIMIT 


as 


the total 





Surprises are expected to be 
sp-ung at the final tax hearing in 
Washington, D. C., this Thursday 
(21) which industry workers fig- 
ure may convince the Government 
of the box-office’s fragile status. 

Right now leaders in the tax fight 
are counting upon everything at 35 
cents and under escaping tribute. 
A week ago they had hoped to keep 
i the exemption class admissions 
below 75 cents. 





No Disbanding for 
Par’s N. Y. Story Board 


Paramount's eastern story board 
continues to function and is not 
disbanding as recently reported by 
‘Variety’ A. M. Botsford, the ac- 
tual head, is in Hollywood with no 
Set date for his return. 





Frank, the Fed | 


Los Angeles, Jan. 18. 
As a teager campaign 
‘Frankenstein’ at the Orpheum, 
eight girls were employed to 
call everyone in the phone 
book, say ‘Look out, Franken- 
stein is coming’, and hang up. 
One of the girls unwittingly 
called a bootlegger. He was 
but the wife got the mes- 
sage. So she pulled the bath- | 
tub plug, sewering al] the evi- 
dence before realized it 
Was a gag. 


INDIES ASSOC. 
WILL FIGHT 
UNIONS 


for 


out 


she 











Hollywood, 
interference 


Jan. 18. 
the 


unions with independent production 


Claimed by 


brought about a hurried organiza- 


tion of indie producers into a 
last 
Fermed Wednesday night (13). 
Spark that brought the indies, 
bitter for several weeks against the 
unions, into action was the alleged 
forcing by the cameramen’s union 
of two first cameramen and two 
assistants on Charles Hutchinson, 
filming ‘Thirteenth Hour,’ at Tec 
Art. 
In 


pro- } 


tective association week. 


the past, unions permitted 
indies to operate with only one 
cameraman and one assistant. 
Hutchinson now has only two men 
operating cameras but is paying 
four. 

Indies are thoroughly aroused and 
want to dictate salary and hours of 
technical help. Second meeting will 
be held tomorrow night (19). 

Officers elected at initial meet are 
M. H. Hoffman, pres.; Morris 
Schlank, v.-p.; Nat Levine, sec., and 
Larry Darmour, treas. On board of 
directors are Phil Goldstone, Ralph 
Like, C. C. Burr, Al Mannon and 
Burton King. 


Harry Cohn May Buy 
Out One or Both of 
His Columbia Partners 





Reports of a proposed deal where- 
by Harry Cohn wouid buy out his 
brother, Jack Cohn, and Joe Brandt, 
president, in Columbia Pictures 
Corp., has been denied by the two 
eastern principals. General belief 
along the Street, however, is that 
the matter is not entirely closed. 

According to the story, if Harry 
buys out but one partner that will 
be Brandt. Thought that it will 
cost around $2,000,000 to buy out 
both men, and that the matter may 
be consummated within a couple of 
days. 

Harry Cohn remains here, but 
has been confined to his hotel with 
a cold. 

Harry Cohn has been in charge of 
Columbia production since the com- 
pany’s inception with Jack Cohn 
und Brandt handling distribution 
and financing in the east. The Hol- 
lywood plant of the concern is cur- 
rently undergoing a six weeks’ shut- 
down, being up on product for the 
season, 

If nothing further eventuates on 
the buy it is expected that Harry 
will stay here to discuss and plan 
the new program, after which he 
will go south for a rest. There will 
be no withdrawal from the firm by 
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LY WITH FILM 
QUoES WN MIND 


Plan to Revive Successes for | 
Brief Legit Scale Displays 
—Boil to Tab Form for 
Own Theatres Under Ad 
Line of $4.40 Show at 
Film Prices 


LEGIT MEN WARY 


—_—_____— + 








Chicago, Jan. 18. 

Possibility of Publix-B. & K. go- 
ing into regular legit musical pro- 
duction, as a step toward securing 
tab versions for its picture houses, 
came to notice last week. Im- 
pressed by the ‘Girl Crazy’ (musical) 
results at deluxe box offices, Publix 
is seriously considering branching 
out into this new field. 

Scheme, in its present stage, is 
not to produce new shows for legit 
runs, but merely to revive former 
musical successes, operettas or mu- 
sical comedies. Firm is not figuring 
to make any coin on these revival 
productions during their legit show- 
ings, but merely wants these ap- 
pearances in order to later use the 
advertising catch-line of ‘See a $4.40 
musical for regular B. & K. prices,’ 
which means 35 cents for the early 
afternoon performances. 


Publix figures to hold these 
shows in the best legit spots only 
‘for two or three weeks, and even at 
a loss, calculating that any loss will 
be made up later at the picture 
houses. B. & K. accepts the warn- 
ing that after a couple of these shows 
the public will get hep and wait for 
the productions to come to the film 
spots at the grind prices, 

Legit’s Fear 

B. & K. is not believed to be par- 
ticularly anxious to go into legit 
production, and would much prefer 
to take shows from the regular 
legit producers, but the firm has 
been contacting every producer in 
the business and has not yet been 
able to settle for any current at- 
traction. Most legit men are not in 
favor of doing business with the 
picture people, figuring them strict- 
ly the enemy camp. The legit pro- 
ducers realize that such deals may 
seriously deplete what audiences 
they have left. 

The house slated for the experi- 
ment locally is the side-street Ma- 
jestic, which has its tongue hanging 
out for any tenant. 

Publix-B. & K. would prefer to 
remain in the background with a 
regular legit man to do the actual 
producing. Reported that Joe De- 
Milt, manager of ‘Girl Crazy,’ is go- 
ing into this production end, and is 
said to have already lined up a 
number of these former musical 
hits, particularly a trio of Schwab 
& Mandel shows. 


Nibbling in N. Y. 

In New York it is known that 
Schwab & Mandel have been ap- 
proached on the matter of rights to 
‘Good News,’ ‘Follow Thru’ and 
‘New Moon,’ with S. & M. profess- 
ing ignorance as to who is doing the 
nibbling. 

The report on these negotiations 
goes so far as to name Zelma O'Neal 
as heading the ‘Good News’ revival, 
with Charlotte Lansing to appear in 
the ‘New Moon’ comeback. Miss 
O’Neal appeared in the original 
easts of ‘News’ and ‘Follow Thru,’ 
while Miss Lansing was a member 
of Schwab & Mandel’s ‘East Wind’ 
(operetta) last autumn. 

No deal had been closed up to 
yesterday (Monday), according to 
the Schwab & Mandel offices. 


‘TARZAN’ OR ‘LUPIN’—ASTOR 


‘Tarzan, the Ape Man,’ and ‘Ar- 
Lupin’ are the Metro candi- 
dates for the Astor to follow ‘Hell 
Divers,’ possibly in two weeks. 
Prints on neither film are east as 
yet, although both pictures are com- 
pleted on the Coast. 
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In what was said to be an econ- 
omy move, several assistants were 
let out but 


all principals remain, 


any of the principals unless this 


purchase is closed. 





Chi Censors Knifing Each Other 
As City Ponders Board Changes 





A Dilemma 


Los Ange!tes, Jan. 18 

Theatre managers, victims 
ot hold-ups, have ceased ex- 
aggerating the amount of their 
publicity effect. Ex- 
changes have been saving the 
clippings to produce when the 
theatre men yap that business 
is off and rentals too high. 

Example of the new strategy 
is the Western ave. house man- 
ager, who reported rast week 
that yeggs had made off with 


loss for 


his entire week end take of 
$38, 
Now the theatre men must 


figure how to convince the in- 
surance company the published 
loss was just a gag. 


CHI SHOWMEN 
UNITED ON 
TAX FIGHT 


Chicago, Jan. 18. 

Local show business got together 
last week in a battle against a pro- 
posed local ordinance which aims to 
paste a 10% tax on the gross re- 
ceipts of all theatres. This is the 
local edition of two other similar tax 
proposals by state and national 
legislators. Current bill, backed by 
alderman Edward Walters, is gilded 
as an emergency measure to corral 
enough coin to take care of the un- 
employment relief fund. 

At the meeting, at which all 
amusement enterprises were repre- 
sented, theatre men delivered fig- 
ures showing that 43 picture houses 
were now in the hands of the re- 
ceivers, 85% of the legit theatres are 
likewise operated in receivership, 
and 104 neighborhood houses are on 
the verge of bankruptcy. 

Acting for the legit faction were 
Ralph Kettering, appointed Chicago 
representative of the National The- 
atre League, John Garrity (Shubert 
group) and Rollo Timponi for 
Powers-Erlanger theatres. On the 
film end were Jack Miller of the 
MPTOA; Aaron Saperstein for 
Allied houses, Ed Silverman for 
Essaness, Frank Smith of the RKO 
Palace; Fred Schaefer of Jones, 
Linick and Schaefer, besides many 
individual theatre owners. Harry 
Leonard, real estate attorney for 
Publix-B. & K. was present but took 
no active part in proceedings. Other 
representatives took up the fight for 
the amusement parks, indoor and 
outdoor athletic enterprises. 


Grind Road-Showing 


toad-showing on a pop price 
basis, grind run, admissions scaling 
at 50ec., 75c. and $1, will be under- 
taken by Raspin, producer-owners 
of ‘Explorers of the World’. Picture 
had a four weeks’ run at the Cri- 
terion, New York. 

Film opens Jan. 19 at the Tre- 
mont, Boston, with Raspin itself 
conducting the run. Firm may try 
similar pop runs in other cities if 
the Hub engagement gets over. 

















‘Scarface’s’ New Title 


Not only has Howard Hughes re- 
vised ‘Scarface’, but he has also 
changed the title. Picture, a print 
of which is now before the New 
York Censor Board, will be released 
as ‘The Shame of the Nation’, 

Gangster feature has had its 
theme so changed that instead of 
being along biographical lines it is 





‘Lupin’ has the two Barrymores 
John and Lionel. 


okay. 


* 


Jan. 18. 
board, which has 
started cracking under the sudden 
determination of the film exchanges 
to gain some relief from its deci- 
sions, is now exhibiting signs of 
blowing up from within as the re- 
sult of bitter squabbles among the 
members themselves. Not only are 
the exchanges attempting to chop 
down the despotism of the censor 
mogul, Mrs. Effie ‘Pinkie’ Zigler, 
but the members apparently have 
the same thought. 
While the exchanges 
an above-board road by 
pealing to Mayor Cermak, the 
under - censors are doing their 
digging against ‘Pinkie’ and their 
fellaw-members from the _ inside, 
Many are trying to establish their 
own following with the various wo- 
men’s clubs here and are regularly 
running from meeting to meeting 
making censorship speeches in 
which the other members of the 
board are slyly attacked. Several 
members of the board have ap- 
proached ‘Variety’ to ask that they 
not be classed with Mrs. Zigler as 


Chicago 
‘al censor 


The loc 


are taking 
openly ap- 


being arbitrary and thoughtless in 
the destruction of valuable film 
property. 

For the ruining of film has be- 


come an extremely serious problem 
down on celluloid row, and is the 
basic cause of the appeal to the 
mayor for immediate relief. Last 
year the censors rejected 159,000 
feet of film, film that had cost thou- 
sands of dollars to produce, 
Personal Prejudices 

Members of the censor outfit, in 
complaining to ‘Variety,’ have open- 
ly stated that the seven women and 
one man on the board were moved 
almost entirely by personal likes 
and prejudices. If the women enjoy 
the work or face of a certain actor, 
it’s likely that anything he or she 
does or says is okay with them. 
If they nappen to dislike a certain 
performer for any reason, they are 
ready to slash that player’s scenes 
to ribbons. 

It is understood that the censors 


keep up a running comment on the 
private life of the stars to the end 
that this phase is allowed to weigh 
upon the judgment as to the pice 
tures in which they appear. 
Besides the internal wrangling on 
the board, there is a mess of ille 
feeling and uneasiness generally bee 
cause of the desire of the city to 
clip down on general expenses now 
that the muncipal finances are in 
an uproar. The first is the fact 
that the money allowed for the op- 
erators has been slashed, allowing 
them enough coin for only four 
days’ work each week. So the cen- 
scrs are able to screen films on the 
first four days of the week only, 
while on Fridays and Saturday they 
sit around doing nothing. 
Rushed and Peevish 

On these four days they) are so 
rushed with features, cétnedies, 
newsreels and shorts, that they are 
reported to be so nervous and pete 
tish that everything is likely to be 
upset. This, ‘Variety’ is informed by 
several of the members, makes them 
tempermentally unable to coldly and 
impartiall. judge a picture. 

Of more importance Is the recom- 
mendetion of the city’s efficiency 
department that the censor outfit be 
slashed 50%, leaving only four 
members to carry on the task of re- 
viewing and clipping. This cut, 
if put through, would leave Mrs. 
Sigler still in charge, since she is 
one of the first members of the 
board. Those dropped would prob- 
ably be the last four to join the 
outfit. 

Meeting of the Film FPoard com- 
mittee with Mayor Cermak, schede- 
uled for last week, was necessarily 
postponed due to the Mayor's sud- 
den departure for Florida on a 
brief vacation, 





Wobber Heads East 


Jan. 18. 
Paramounte 


San Francisco, 
Herman Wobber, 





now described as strictly anti- 
gunmen propaganda. As such, nat- 
urally, it has received the Hays | 


Publix western boss, 
New York for a 


ness. 


hurried off to 
few weeks of busi- 


during the screening of pictures, - 
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Cantor-Jessel Doig $59,000 
For Chicago; ‘Hari to $38,000 
As Loop Grosses Begin Climb 





a 
~----- y 


Chicago, Jan. 18. 

Picture house trade in loop 
is heating up sharply this week, 
after having had a fainting spell 
the previous week. Majority of 
coin-machines are on their way to 
winning totals, only one of two re- 
maining in the puddle of bad biz. 

Two theatres project in the sky 
as the boxoffice leaders of the pres- 
ent session. They are the Chicago 
and the United Artists. At the 
first house the flicker, ‘Two Kinds 
of Women,’ is being overlooked in 
the rush to grab a peek at Eddie 
Cantor and George Jessel. The 
comics have ’em sitting on the rail- 
ings, but the final gross will be re- 
tarded by the fact that they are 
doing only four shows on the week 
days. . 

At the United Artists, ‘Mata Hari 
has almost as many people lined 
up in front as inside. As with the 
Chieago, while the total will be 
big bertha the house record will not 
be topped. Present indications for 
‘Hari’ are $38,000. The all-time 
mark here is $44,200. 

‘Way Back Home,’ the Seth 
Parker festival, is just a burned- 
out radio tube at the State-Lake, 
not having had a chance from the 
bell. Will make it one miserable 
session around $12,000, and aims 
for the outlying houses where the 
picture may stand a better chance 
with the neighborhood folks. 

‘Emma’ seems all right at Mc- 
Vickers, though the pace is being 
held back by its natural lack of 
appeal for the flapper trade, and no 
hot-lip sequences. This trade is 
finding better stimulus at Garbo, 
‘Forbidden’ and ‘Dance ‘Team,’ 
which latter is getting an eight-day 
run at the Oriental, having been 
slapped in a day ahead of time 
when ‘Manhattan Parade’ curled. 


Estimates for This Week 


Chicago (Publix-B. & K.) (4,000; 
60-75-85) ‘Iwo Kinds of Women’ 
(Par) and stage show. Cantor- 
Jessel on stage and gagsters rip- 
ping up big total, both in cost and 
gross; stage show expense figures 
about $15,000; indications are for 
$59,000, tremendous figure figuring 
team is doing only four shows on 
week days. Last week ‘Forbidden’ 
(Col) did fairly at $35,200, and went 
into the Roosevelt for five addi- 
tional days, mainly because of lack 
of available product. 

McVickers (Publix-B. & K.) (2,- 
200; 50-75-85) ‘Emma’ (M-G). 
Dressler meller drawing the older 
folks and matrons to heavy after- 
noon trade, but can’t get the flaps; 
good showing at $31,000. Last 
week ‘Jekyll and Hyde’ (Par) held 
for 19 profitable days, taking neat 
$8,200 for final quintet. 

Oriental (Publix-B. & K.) (3,200; 
60-75-85) “Dance Team’ (Fox) and 
stage show. Pushed in a day ahead 
of schedule, and while not running 
a temperature at the register will 
keep house on right side of the 
fence; for eight days, likely $28,000. 
Last week ‘Manhattan Parade’ 
(WB) dispatched after six days and 
only $19,200. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500: 
‘Her Majesty Love’ (WB) and 
vaude. One of best weeks house 
has ever had; surefire lineup of 
vaude names drawing from opening, 
besides array of stage leads in 
flicker; a splendid $27,000. Last 
week ‘Unexpected Father’ (U) fair 
at $22,200. 

Roosevelt (Publix-B. & K.) (1,- 
500; 50-75-85) ‘Forbidden’ (Col). 
Held over from the Chicago, sticks 
only until Wed. (20) when ‘Union 
Depot’ (WB) arrives; for five days 
on this holdever, $8,000, oke. Last 
week ‘X Marks Spot’ (Tiff) a 
wobbly $12,200. 

(2,700; 50-75- 


State-Lake (RKO) 
85) ‘Way Back Home’ (Radio). 
influences no 


the 


50-75-85) 


Seth Parker radio 
help here; very bad around $12,000. 
Last week ‘Dishonorable’ (U) lasted 
five days past original week, taking 
$30,400 for 12 days; ‘Girl from Rio’ 
(Radio) in Wed. (20). 

United Artists (Publix-UA) (1,- 
700; 50-75-85) ‘Mata Hari’ (M-G). 
Garbo-Navarro - Barrymore - Stone 
get-together stowing ’em away in 
the corners; pushing gate higher 
than in months; appears able to 
top smash $38,000 for first session. 
Last week ‘Cock of the Air’ (UA) 
poor on $11,100. 


_' 


Hendron Wants Coast 
Hollywood, Jan. 18. 

William H. Hendron, manager of 
the Theatre Service Corp., producers 
of commercial films in New Orleans, 
is here to make a deal on distribu- 
tion of product in coast theatres. 

Company recently madé a 2,509,- 
000-foot contract with Technicolor 
fer ite fashion reel. 





‘TEAM’ DULL, SEATTLE, 
ON $10,500 THIS WK. 


Seattle, Jan. 18. 
Juggling admish prices, with trend 
downward, also doubling on features 
or strong shorts, still raging, Caus- 
ing some stir and getting some biz. 
But boosts overhead and will it last? 
On the whole the burg is quiet. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fifth Ave. (Fox) (2,400; 25-60)— 
‘Dance Team’ (Fox). Let down from 
prior week; looks only around $10,- 
500, bad. Last week ‘Emma’ (M-G) 
big at $20,500. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,700; 
‘Girl of Rio’ (Radio). On way to 
weak $8,000. Last week ‘Men of 
Chance’ (Radio) very bad, $6,000. 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (950; 25)— 
‘Woman from Monte Carlo’ (FN). 
Two-bits any time now; set to do 
$3,800, oke. Last week ‘Under 18’ 
(WB), sophisticated angle bally- 
hooed, $3,500. 

Music Box (Hamrick) (900; 25- 
50—‘Beloved Bachelor’ (Par). First 
Par here in long time; added attrac- 
tion, ‘ Notre Dame-USC’ football 
game complete; real factor as aid to 
$5,000, good. Last week, second of 
‘Claudet’ (M-G) good at $3,500, 
Liberty (Jensen-vonHerberg) (2,- 
000; 10-15-25)—‘Lady Who Dared’ 
(FN). Bringing back Billie Dove; 
shorts still played up big; fair this 
week for indicated $5,500. Last week 
‘Chinatown’ (Hearst) around $5,700. 
Paramount (Fox) (3,100; 25-35)— 
‘False Madonna’ (Par) and ‘Good 
Sport’ (Fox), double feature. Im- 
mense value, but overhead hard to 
reach; may do $6,000. Last week 
‘Working Girls’ (Par) and ‘Rainbow 
Trail’ (Fox), a good $6,500. 
Coliseum (Fox) (1,800; 25-50)— 
‘Emma’ (M-G) extended run getting 
nice play; may beat $6,000, fine. Last 
week ‘Mati Hari’ (M-G), $5,200, big. 


Palace-Ohio Battling - 
Around $15,000 Mark 


Columbus, Jan, 18, 
The gruesome and horrible, and 
advertised as such, and a stage 
show are battling it out this week. 
Palace has ‘Jekll and Hyde’ and the 
Ohio Alice White in person. 


Estimates for This Week 


Palace (RKO) (3,074; 25-50) 
‘Jekyll and Hyde’ (Par) and vaude. 
Good for nice $15,000. Last week 
‘Ladies of Big House’ (Par) fair 
enough at $16,200. 

Ohio (Loew-UA) (3,000; 25-50) 
‘Dance Team’ (Fox) and unit. Alice 
White in person and $15,000 or bet- 
ter. Last week ‘West of Broadway’ 
(:4-G) good at $17,400. 

Broad (Loew-UA) (2,500; 
‘Delicious’ (Fox). 
competition; hardly better than 
$8,000. Last week ‘Tonight or 
Never’ (UA) just managed to hit 
$6,800, hardly fair. 

Grand (Neth) (1,100; 15-35) ‘Wo- 
man from Monte Carlo’ (WB). Very 
mild $3,000 in sight. Last week 
‘Manhattan Parade’ (WB) down at 
$2,800; house may close. 

Majestic (RKO) (1,100; 10-25) 
‘Men of Chance,” Not hot enough 
to hit better than $2,400, even on 
split week basis. Last week ‘Hus- 
band’s Holiday’ (Par) fair enough 
with $2,500. 


$17,700 DESPITE BOMB 


25-60)— 








25-50) 
Suffering from 








This Week ‘Team’ $8,500, Newman 





Kansas City, Jan. 18. 

Snappy titles and box office 
names to lure this week. Business 
looks okay. 

Estimates for This Week 

Loew’s Midland (4,000; 25-50)— 
‘Hell Divers’ (M-G). Beery-Gable 
combination prospects for strong 
$23,000. Last week ‘Emma’ (M-G) 
suffered from the Monday night 
(11) bombing, but business helé to 
nice $17,700. 

Mainstreet (3.200; 25-35-50-60)— 
‘Girl of Rio’ (Radio and vaude. 
Headed for moderate $16,800. Last 
week ‘Dishonorable’ (U), $16,500, 


Newman (1,890; 25-35-50) — 
‘Dance Team’ (Fox). Name pair 
liked, and looks around pleasant 


$8,500. Last week 
House’ (Par) $9,000. 
Liberty (1,000; 25-50)—‘Under 18’ 
(WB). Played it up from sensa- 
tional angle and ‘Under Age’ stuff; 
close to $5,000, oke. Last week 
‘Rainbow Trail’ (Fox), $5,600, 


‘Ladies of Big 





For ‘Emma’ Last Week in K. C.— 


TORONTO’S HOLDOVERS 


‘Frankenstein’ Around $40,000 on 3 
Weeks—Sex Film Big 








Toronto, Jan. 18, 
Two third week holdovers here 


this week, ‘Frankenstein’ at the 
Tivoli, and ‘End of the Road’ at 
Massay Hall. ‘Frank,’ with six 


shows a day, has a gross of approx- 
imately $40,000 on the run, while, 


because of other bookings at the 
Massey, “The Road’ went into the 
Hygeia, This sex flicker closed at 


Hygeia but is a holdover again this 
week at the Massey prior to being 
road-showed. 

Estimates for This Week 

Imperial (3,500; 35-65)—‘Manhat- 
tan Parade’ (WB) and stage show. 
With Tom Patricola in person, $18,- 
700. Last week ‘Cheat’ (Par) $17,- 
500. 

Uptown (3,000; 25-50)—‘Chinese 
Bungalow’ (English film). Mathe- 
son Lang only name draw; fair on 
$10,500. Last week ‘Surrender’ 
(Fox) $11,300, 

Loew’s (2,200; 30-60)—‘Private 
Lives.’ Good femme trade for $16,- 
300. Last week ‘Corsair’ (UA) $13,- 
500. 
Shea’s Hipp (2,600; 30-65)—‘Con- 
solation Marriage’ (Radio) and 
vaude. With Watson Sisters. $17,- 
000. Last week ‘False Madonna’ 
(Par), $16,000; fair. 

Tivoli (1,600; 35-65)—‘Franken- 
stein’ (U) (8d week). Around $10,- 
000, fine. Last week $12,000. 
Hygeia (2,600; 25-75)—End of 
Road.’ Grossed $8,300 last week 
with two-a-day, going into Massey 
Hall concurrently for last half of 
week and $4,800. Now in third week, 
flicker claims $24,000 during fort- 
night, 


‘Chance’—Forbidden’ Fight 
Snow for $6,500-$4,000 


Portland, Ore., Jan. 18. 

General business is much im- 
proved. First of the year started 
at a good pace and most of the 
houses are keeping it up. Cold spell 
and snow will cut into current 
week, 
The Paramount is suffering from 
too much remote control but the 
sroadway and United Artists are 
hitting the recovery high spots, 

Estimates for This Week 
Orpheum (RKO) (2,000; 25-60) 
‘Men of Chance’ (Radio) and vaude. 
Doing lightly, $6,500. Last week 
‘Girl of Rio’ (Radio) also $6,500. 

Paramount (F WC) (3,000; 25-60) 
‘Ladies of Big House’ (Par) and 
F-M unit. Fair around $9,000. Last 
week ‘False Madonna’ poor results 
at $7,000, 
Broadway (Fox-Portland) (2,000; 
25-60) ‘Dance Team’ (Fox). Fair 
with $6,000. Last week ‘Jekyll and 
Hyde’ (Par) a good $8,500. 
United Artists (Fox - Portland) 
(1,000; 25-60) ‘Emma’ (M-G). Fair 
second week for $6,500, First week 
big at $12,000. 
Music Box (Hamrick) (2,000; 25- 
35) ‘Forbidden’ (Col.). Good at 
$4,000. Last week ‘X Marks Spot’ 
(Tiff) and USC-Notre Dame game, 
nicely for $3,900; stage band can- 
celled here, 
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‘Divers’ Short of Hopes; 
Grid Film $8,000—N. 0. 


New Orleans, Jan. 18, 

The Tulane-Trojan football game 
in film has town vending way to 
small Tudor, where it may gross 
over $8,000. More if Tulane had 
won, 

Saenger doing nicely with ‘Hell 
Divers’ and ‘Loew’s State running 
along evenly with ‘Dance Team.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Saenger (3,600; 65) ‘Hell Divers’ 
(M-G). Not up to expectations; 
feminine side shy to click heavily; 
$15,000. Last week ‘Tonight or 
Never’ (UA), $12,000. 





Loew’s State (3,200; 60) ‘Dance 
Team’ (Fox). Doing fairly well, 
maybe $13,000. Last week ‘Jekyll 


and Hyde,’ $21,000, great. 

Orpheum (2,400; 60) ‘Girl of Rio’ 
(Radio). Just so-so and looks about 
$9,000. Last week ‘Men of Chance,’ 
$11,000. 

Strand (1,800; 50) ‘Passion Play.’ 
Doing very little; lucky to get $2,- 
500. Last week ‘Reckless Age,’ $2,- 


200. 
Tudor (800; 35) Tulane-Trojan 
football game. Will pass $8,000; 


‘Private Lives’ (M-G) taken out to 
make room for the footballer; will 
be held for run and possibly three 
weeks, 


Stages Dominate B’klyn; 
Lukas $45,000 at Par. 


Brooklyn, Jan. 18, 
Morton Downey and Paul Lukas 
in person are bringing in whatever 
dough there is to be had in this 
borough at the moment. Downey, 
at the Fox, is being billed over the 








flicker, ‘Stepping Sisters,’ and 
Lukas, at the Paramount, is doing 
a three-minute talk. Par’s feature 
is ‘Two Kinds of Women,’ and 


should bring in approximately $45,- 
000. 

Rest of the houses have nothing 
to brag about. 


Estimates for This Week 


Paramount—Two Kinds of Wom- 
en’ (Par) (4,000; 25-35-50-75-85) 
and stage show. Picture not the at- 
traction this week. Lukas has 
clicked with his short spiel; around 
$45,000. Last week, ‘Reckless Age’ 
(Par), $40,000. 

Fox—‘Stepping Sisters’ (Fox) 
(4,000; 25-35-50-65) and stage show. 
Unimportant picture, but Downey 
definite draw; previously at Para- 
mount; $26,000,-fair. Last week ‘De- 
licious’ (Fox), second week, $21,300. 

Albee — ‘Girl of Rio’ (Radio) 
(3,200; 25-35-50-75) and vaude. Not 
os hot; $23,000. Last week ‘Men of 
Chance’ (Radio), $25,400. 

Loew’s Met — ‘False Madonna’ 
(Par) (3,500: 25-35-50-75) and 
vaude. Nick Kenny, radio colum- 
nist, has show, no strength in per- 
haps $17,000; picture is first run in 
Greater New York. Last week ‘Fly- 
ing High’ and Jean Harlow in per- 
son, $21,700. 

Strand—‘Woman of Monte Carlo’ 


(FN) (2,500; 25-35-50). Fair at 
$13,000, Last week ‘Under 138,’ 
$12,000. 





Biz and Blizzard Big 





Fight Thru Snow to See ‘Team,’ ‘Hari,’ and 
‘B’way’ in Minn.—Trio Will Do $43,000 





Minneapolis, Jan. 18. 

Maybe the depression is over. The 
folks here this week are actually 
fighting their way through blizzards 
to the loop entertainment empo- 
riums,. When heavy wind, snow and 
near zero weather can’t keep ‘em 
away, it’s a reasonable assumption 
that times aren’t so bad. 

The screen attractions overcom- 
ing the adverse weather rate in the 
outstanding class, but that doesn't 
alter the fact that people still, have 
and are willing to spend for what 
they want. The Minnesota, with 
‘Mata Hari,’ is doing its biggest 
business in some time. Opening 
eclipsed anything the house has had 
on those days in seven months. 
‘Private Lives,’ last week, also gave 
the same house a real profit. 

‘Dance Team,’ at the State, has 
taken the town by storm and is 
building tremendously after its slow 
start, due to the unfavorable ele- 
ments. Picture and James Dunn are 
getting all sorts of word-of-mouth 
raves. Dunn’s place among the top- 
notch draws now seems assured 
here. ‘West of Broadway,’ at the 
Lyric, is another winner. 

Estimates for This Week 

Minnesota (Publix) (4,200; 75)— 
‘Mata Hari’ (M-G), and unit. Greta 
Garbo and big cast surefire; tre- 
mendous start despite blizzard; looks 
headed for a very nifty $10,000. Last 
week ‘Private Lives’ (M-G) around 





$27,000, fine. 





Orpheum (RKO) (2,890; 50)— 
‘Men of Chance’ (Radio) and vaude. 
Picture and stage show good, but 
house badly handicapped again by 
lack of names on screen or stage 
and current opposition; about $10,- 
000 indicated, good, all things con- 
sidered, but unprofitable. Last week 
‘Girl of Rio’ (Radio) weak under 
$9,000. 

State (Publix) (2,200; 50)—‘Dance 
Team’ (Fox). Slow, but building 
rapidly; Dunn and Eilers now 
among box office top notchers here- 
abouts; should finish to good $8.000. 


Last week ‘Manhattan Parade’ 
(WS) under $6,000, bad. 

Pantages (UA) (1,400; 50)— 
‘Guilty Generation’ (Col). Not 


strong enough to get heavy play; 
about $3,000 indicated, poor. Last 
week ‘Cock of the Air’ (UA) $3,500. 

Lyric (Publix) (1,300; 35)—‘West 
of Broadway’ (M-G). House front 
getting plenty of attention and pull- 
ing customers; combination of at- 
tractive title, John Gilbert and El 
Brendel boosting trade; should 
reach a good $5,000. Last week ‘Sur- 
render’ (Fox), around $3,200, good. 


Aster (Publix) (900; 25)—Sea 
Ghost’ (Peerless) and ‘Left Over 
Ladies’ (Tiff) split. Weak, but 


helped by attractive theatre fronts; 
maybe $1,000, fair. Last week ‘Safe 
in Hell’ (FN) around $1,200, fair. 

Grand (Publix) (1,100; 25)—‘The 
Champ’ (M-G). Full week for sec- 
ond loop run and about $2,000 indi- 
cated, good. Last week ‘Possessed’ 
(M-G) around $1,800, 


i 
PROVIDENCE SPOTTY 


‘Team’ and ‘Divers’ Neat at $10 
and $20,000 inate 








Providence, Jan. i8, 
Another week of good films ang 
grosses should be pretty well digse 
tributed. 
The Carlton, only legit house, hag 
been wired for ‘Mystery of Life,’ 


Estimates for This Week 


Loew’s State (3,500; 20-50-75} 
‘Hell Divers’ (M-G), Clark Gable 
and Wallace Beery will pull thig 


one through despite its weak points;) 
anticipates over $20,000. Last week 
‘Emma’ (M-G), $21,000. 


Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 15-50) 
‘Dance Team’ (Fox) and ‘Pleasure® 
(Artclass). First feature will have 


to do all the carrying this week; 
town raving over Dunn and Eilers;! 
should reach $10,500. Last week 
‘Good Sport’ (Fox) and ‘Stepping 
Sisters’ (Fox) poor at $8,500. 

Paramount (2,200; 15-50) ‘Twe 
Kinds of Women’ (Par). Lookg 
good even if in class category; in«< 
dications of close to $10,000, good, 
Last week ‘Jekyl1 and Hyde" (Par), 
a hit, $13,000. 

RKO Albee (2,500; 15-50) ‘Ladies 
of the Jury’ (Radio). Plugging may 


put this one up to $4,000. Last 
week ‘Girl of Rio’ (Radio) bad, 
$3,100. 

RKO Victory (1,600; 10-35) ‘Nice 
Women’ (Par) and ‘Big Shot’ (Rae 


dio). Twin features and will hover 
near ordinary $2,000. Last week 
‘Consolation Marriage’ (Radio) and 
‘Last Ride,’ $2,200. 

Fays (1,600; 15-50) ‘Mad Parade’ 
(Par) and vaude, House will gare 
ner $6,500 easily. Last week ‘Law 
of Sea’ (Monogram), but vaude did 
all the work, $6,000. 


Cariton (Fay) (1,600; 25-35-50) 
‘Mystery of Life’ (U) and ‘Killing 
the Killer.’ Nothing in this one at 
all; first few days it aroused curi« 


osity of educators and high-brows, 
but rabble failed to fall for ballys# 
hoo; lucky to go over $2,500. 


Loew's Indicates Itself 
Mont’! Leader—$14,000 


Montreal, Jan. 18. 
(Drawing Population, 600,000) 

His Majesty’s (legit) is dark this 
week and will be for three weeks 
thereafter unless something unforee 
seen happens. With Les Canadiens 
and the Maroons next to and last in 
the hockey league, interest in them, 
too, is waning. Another helpful face 
tor for pictures. 

Palace has ‘Private Lives’ this 
week, while Loew’s has ‘West of 
Broadway’ and Karl Dane in pera 
son. If, as rumor says, matinee ad« 
mish is raised, there may be a good 
month and longer ahead. Nabes are 
making good all along the ling 
especially those running vaude, 

Estimates for This Week) 

His Majesty’s (CT) (1,900; 75« 
$2.50) Dark. Last week Sir John 
Martin Harvey in ‘King’s Messen- 
ger’ had big house Monday, but fell 
off a little later. On the whole, a 
good week at $14,000. 

Palace (FP) (2,700; 75) ‘Private 
Lives’ (M-G). Montgomery and 
Shearer a good combo and $13,000 
probable. Last week ‘Delicious’ 
(Fox) $12,500. 

Capitol (FP) (2,700; 60) “Manhat- 
tan Parade’ (WB) and ‘Surrender’ 
(Fox). Another good double that 
should get $12,0C0. ‘The Cheat’ 
(Par) and ‘Sooky’ (Par) last week, 
eollected about $10,500. 

Loew’s (FP) (°,200; 35-60) “West 
of Broadway” (M-G) and vaude 
Liable to top at $14,000; Karl Dare 








in person. Last week ‘Singapore’ 
(WB) also about $14,000. 
Princess (CT) (1,600; 35 -60) 


‘Peach o’ Reno’ (Radio). May click 
to tune of $8,0 0. Second week of 
Swanson’s ‘Tonight or Never’ (UA) 
faded to $6,000. 

Imperial (FP) (1,900; 25-40) ‘Soe 
yons Gai’ (M-G-French). House 
seems to be g -ting the fans in on 
changed policy; can look for $3,000, 
Last week ‘Marius’ (Par) $2,800. 

Cinema de Paris (Ind) (600; 25-50), 
“Un Soir de Rafle’ (French). Somes- 
what cut by censors and perhaps 
$1,800. Second week of ‘Mamzelle 
Nituche’ (French) last week stood 
up well at $2,000. 


Tacoma Holds Up 


Tacoma, Jan. 18. 

Oke this week with Garbo held 
five days at the Rialto for top fig- 
ures. Blue Mouse in on big exploi- 
tation for “Ten Nights in a Baré 
room,’ and Orpheum steady. 

Estimates for This Week 

Orpheum—‘Your Nerve’ and vaude. 
Split with ‘Forbidden’ (Col.). Late 
ter film will save for $5,000. Last 
week ‘Girl of Rio’ and ‘Tip Off’ oke 
at $4,500. 

Biue Mouse—‘Ten Nights.” Ex- 
pects $2,500. Last week ‘Corsair’ 
and Dempsey comeback big at $2, 
800. 

Rialto—Mata Hari’, Five days 
and strong $10,000; two days’ ‘Sur- 
render’ big at $5,500. Last week 
‘Rainbow Trail,” ‘24 Hours,’ and 
‘Caught,’ three way split, so-so at 











$3,800. 
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LA. Can’ Snap Out of It; 
4 Mam Houses All Near $15,000, 
With Pressure and ‘Emma’ Best 








Los Angeles, Jan. 18. 

Biz generally is slow with excep- 
tion of ‘Emma’ at the Criterion, 
which started strong with $15,000, 
and ‘High Pressure’ at the Holly- 
wood is also okay. 

3oth big downtowners, Para- 
mount and State, are sluggish with 
*[Two Kinds of Women’ (Par) and 
&Charlie Chan’s Chance’ (Fox), at 
$15,000. State is relying on Capt. 
Dobbsie’s radio act on stage as part 
of the Fanchon and Marco 10th an- 
niversary program to get over on 
the week. 

‘Sky Devils’ with $7,000 is poor 
at the U. A. on the first two weeks, 
then ‘Arrowsmith,’ which was a 
possibility for the Chinese. Instead, 
‘Mata Hari’ fonlows ‘Hell Divers’ 
into the ace Grauman house Jan. 28 
with ‘Hell Divers’ (M-G), not bad 
in its fifth week with $13,500. House 
needs that to break, hence they’re 
rushing 'em in. 

‘Frankenstein’ with over $10,000 
on the third week is plenty strong 
at the Orph. 

RKO Hillstreet went to a Satur- 
@ay opening with ‘Guilty Genera- 
tion’ and RKO vaude, both fair at 
$11,000. 

Estimates for This Week 

Chinese (Fox) (2,028; 50-$1.50)— 
Hell Divers’ (M-G) and stage show 
(4th week). Fairly at $13,500.~“Mata 
Hari’ starts Jan, 28. Last week 
$17,000. 

Criterion (Fox) (1,600; 35-65)— 
mma’ (M-G) (ist week). Soloing 
mow, under new policy which aban- 
doned the day-and-date idea, and 
etarting strong with $15,000. Last 


week (final of a fortnight) of ‘De- 


licious” $6,500. 

Egyptian (Fox) (1,800; 25-50)— 
*f—HHusband’s Holiday’ (Par) and stage 
show. Al Kvale m. c. with English- 
Gibson orchestra and acts on stage 
fnaugurates new weekly change pro- 
grams, with under $3,000 bad. 
Last week ‘Delicious,’ second of two 
weeks, under $3,000. ‘Sooky’ next 

Orpheum (2,270; 25-50)-—‘Frank- 
énstein’ (U) (3d week). Nice $11,000 
for third lap; $15,700 last week. 
‘Strictly Dishonorable’ penciled in to 
follow. 

Pantages (Fox) (2,700; 20-40-65- 
$0)—‘Tonight or Never’ (UA) and 
6tage show. Thin under $8,500, Last 
week ‘Devotion,’ $8,500. Next week 
Pr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde.’ 

Paramount (Franklin ),3,595; 35- 
5)—'Two Kinds of Women’ (Par) 
and stage show. Under $15,000, poor. 
Last week ‘This Reckless Age’ bru- 
tal at $13,000, of which $3,000 was 
held over from the special New 
Year’s eve preview performance. 
Next, ‘No One Man.’ 

RKO (2,950; 30-65)—‘Guilty Gen- 
tration’ (Col) and RKO vaudeville. 
$11,000, fair. New Saturday opening 
Gay, switched from Thurs. Last 
week, nine days of ‘A House Di- 
Vided’ (U) over $12,000. 

State (Loew-Fox) (2,024; 35-$1)— 

harlie Chan’s Chance’ (Fox) and 
btage show. F&M 10th Anniversary 
celebration plugs Capt. Dobbsie on 
Stage, but $15,000 take poor. Last 
week the indie ‘X Marks the Spot’ 
(Tiff), despite costly stage show 
succor, including Lew Cody, Cliff 
Edwards and Mary Nolan in person, 
bad at under $16,000. Next, ‘The 
Guardsman.’ 

United Artists (Franklin) (2,100; 

$5-$1)—Sky Devils’ (UA). In for 
two weeks, $7,000, bad. ‘Arrow- 
Smith’ thereafter. Last week, solo 
of ‘Cock o’ the Air’ bad at under 
$7,000. 
_ Wilshire (Fox) 2,295; 35-60)— 
‘Private Lives’ (M-G). Strong nabe 
competish telling on this house; 
$4,000 better however. Last week 
‘Sooky’ bad at under $3,000. This 
week little better. Next, ‘Jekyll and 
Hyde’ House normally averages $4,- 
500-$6,000 weeklv. 

Western (WB) (2,500; 50-75)— 
‘Taxi’ (WB). With USC-Tulane 
football picture as co-attraction, up 
this week to $9,000. Double feature 
is day-and-dating with the Down- 
town, both taking the show intact 
from Warners’ Hollywood last week. 
At the Western last week ‘False Ma- 
donna’ (Par), $8,000. Next week, 

High Pressure.’ 

Downtown (WB) (1,800; 25-75)— 
‘Taxi’ (WB) and vaudeville. Same 
double bill as at the Western, oke 
at $13,000. Next week this and the 
Western again day-and-date the 
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Same show, which first-runs cur- | 


LOUISVILLE FAIR 


‘Tonight’ $11,800 and ‘Sisters’ $9,100 
‘Parade’ $6,000 








Louisville, Jan. 18. 


The New Year, starting off 
auspiciously, is holding up well. 
Some, however, find it unsatisfac- 
tory after the first spurt. 

Warmest weather of history keeps 


matinees down, and last week they 
simply stayed on the sidewalks gos- 
sipping. 
Harry J. Martin continues to reap 
with legit. 
Estimates for This Week 
Loew’s (3,252; 25-35-50-60)—‘To- 


night or Never’ (UA). Oke on 
$11,800. Last week ‘Emma’ (M-G) 
$12,500. 


Strand (1,865; 
Ave.)—‘Manhattan Parade’ 
Fair at $6,000. Last week 
and Hyde’ (Par) $7,200. 

Brown (2,214; 15-25-30-40) — 
‘Woman Between’ (RKO). For four 
days $2,000, weak. Last week ‘Pen- 
rod and Sam’ for four days and 
‘Honor of Family’ (FN) for three 
days, $1,700. 

Rialto (2,910; 35-50) (Fourth 
Ave.) —‘Stepping Sisters’ (Fox) and 
vaude. Oke on $9,100, Last week 
‘Maker of Men’ (Col), $11,500. 

Alamo (1,100; 15-25-40) (Fourth 
Ave.) — ‘Sooky’ (Par). Average 
$3,500. Last week ‘Reckless Age’ 
(Par) $3,000. 


‘HYDE’ UP-‘TEAM’ SLOW, 
BOTH PITT SURPRISES 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 18. 
No stage names around this week 
for first time in month with main 
stem sites depending entirely on 
picture draw. ‘Hell Divers’ big at 


the Penn, with Stanley running be- 
hind on ‘Dance Team.’ 

Beery and Gable chiefly respon- 
sible for Penn’s big opening. No 
figuring poor getaway of ‘Dance 
Team’ with James Dunn at Stan- 
ley in person only week previous. 

‘Jekyll and Hyde’ surprised every- 
body at Warner by garnering more 
than $17,000 first week and should 
do $11,000 in second session. 

Estimates for This Week 

Davis (WB) (1,700; 10-15-25-35- 
50)—‘House Divided’ (U). Two-for- 
ones unlikely to help a lot; will 
have to be satisfied with $3,000. 
Last week ‘False Madonna’ (Par) 
around $3,300. 

Fulton (Shea-Hyde) (1,800; 10- 
15-25-35-50)—The Cheat’ (Par). 
Bankhead’s previous ones haven't 
helped her any. Flock of two-for- 
ones may help, however, to $6,500. 
Last week ‘Delicious’ (Fox), in 
third week, turned in surprisingly 
good $7,700; close to $25,000 for 
three weeks, excellent. 

Harris (WB) (1,800; 10-20-30-40) 
—Bad Company’ (Radio), and 
vaude, Gangster film and usual 
vaude okay for this site; should top 
$5,000. Last week ‘Consolation 
Marriage’ (Radio) around $4,500. 


25-35-50) (Fourth 
(WB). 
‘Jekyll 





Penn (Loew-UA) (3,300; 25-35- 
60-75)—‘Hell Divers’ (M-G), and 
stage show. Beery getting the 


roughnecks and Gable the women; 
picture likely to surprise all around 
and may reach $36,000. Last week 
‘Emma’ (M-G) over $37,000. 

Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25-35-60)— 
‘Dance Team’ (Fox) and stage show. 
Bad opening, surprising, too, inas- 
much as Dunn had just finished 
week of personals at this site; must 
sprint to reach poor $23,000. Last 
week ‘Ladies of Big House’ (Par) 
and Dunn in person about $29,000, 
okay. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-35-50)— 
‘Jekyll and Hyde’ (Par) (2d week). 
Built steadily in first week to ex- 
cellent $17,000, with indications of 
bettering $10,000 on second and last 
stanza. ‘Peach o' Reno’ (Radio) 
opens Satdee (23). 





rently at the Hollywood. Last week, 
‘Sherlock Holmes’ $10,900, 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 35-75)— 
‘High Pressure’ (WB) and stage 
show. First run solo policy nice at 
$15,000. Last week ‘Taxi’ and the 
USC-Tulane football pic pulled a 
nifty $18,000, Next week, ‘Union 
Depot.’ 
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ONLY SIX MAJOR 
60S NOW ACTIVE 


As World’s Film Center, 
Coast Must Hold Reputa- 
tion with Lowest Produc- 
tion Activity Since Early 
Days—All Old Glamour 
Is Gone as Studio-Trained 
Residents Fight for Jobs 








RUMOR HOT-BED 





Hollywood, Jan. 18, 

Effect of studio cuts and slack- 
ened production is hitting like a/| 
terror story. The world’s center of 
picture making has only six major 
companies now producing films. 

All other outfits have been merged 
out of existence or are shut down. 
The sextet of standbys which en- 
able Hollywood still to be called 
Cinema City are Paramount, Uni- 
versal, Radio, Warners, Metro, and 
Fox. Eliminated are Columbia, 
closing down for three to six weeks; 
United Artists, which will be dark 
till spring, and Pathe as a part of 


Radio. 

It’s particularly sad to citizens 
and the Chamber of Commerce, who 
can remember when big companies 
were too numerous’ to mention. It 
is also sad for players, directors, 
writers and everybody who depends 
upon studios for a living, 

Narrow Field 

Everything is now in the hands of 
afew. If an actor has hed a falling 
out with one studio, that doesn't 
leave many. If two studios are sore 
at him, he’s practically a has-been. 

Biggest changes in production 
history can be carried through at a 
luncheon conference of six men. 
There are many small indie com- 
panies on the map, but they are 
outsiders when anything important 
is to be done. 

Because of the concentration on 
each studio, with every studio's do- 
ings of importance to all picture 
workers, the town is being rumor- 
rocked as never before. A mess of 
fanciful talk surrounds every plant, 
including wild yarns that such and 
such a lot will suddenly shut down, 
be merged or fire all the help. 

Hooey Hurts 

Even the most level-headed fall 
for some of the hooey yarns. It 
keeps the town seething and always 
wondering what’s going to happen 
tomorrow. The slim number of 
companies actively operating is hard 
to swallow for the film bunch, who 
can’t believe the figures. 

There is much sympathy here for 
indie attempts, and any such com- 
pany that looks like it has a future 
is certain to draw good wishes, but 
no money, from everyone. 


DENVER GOOD AND BAD 


Good at $16,000—‘Two 
Kinds’ Fair, $7,500 








‘Tonight’ 





Denver, Jan, 18. 

Looks like a good week in three 
and fair in two first runs. Ropes 
used frequently at Aladdin and 
tialto. National Western stock not 
hurting grosses and weather moder- 
ating. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aladdin (Huffman) (1,500; 35-50- 
75)—‘Dance Team’ (Fox). Fine at! 
$7,500. Last week ‘Big Shot’ (Pathe) | 
went to a fair $6,000. 

Denver (Publix) (2,300; 25-35-65) 
—Tonight or Never’ (UA). Good 
with $16,000. Last week ‘Mata Hari 
(M?G) finished to $18,600. 

Paramount (Publix) (2,000; 25-35- | 
50)—‘Two Kinds of Women’ (Par). | 
Fair on $7,500. Last week ‘Reckless 
Age’ (Par), $6,800. 

Rialto (Huffman) (1,000; 26-35-50) 
—Around World’ (UA). Doing very 
well, $4,500. Last week ‘Franken- 
stein’ (U), $4,000. 

Tabor (Huffman (1,900; 26-35-59) 
—'‘Stepping Sisters’ (Fox). Weak 
around $7,000. Last week ‘Our Chil- 
dren’ (Radio) fair at $17,606, 
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Back Home’ $4,000 and Yanked 


From Mayfair — 


Par Heads for 


$58,000, and Roxy $85,000, ‘Team’ 





Of Broadway's box offices, gener- 
ally retaining the good pace set 
with the beginning of the new year, 
it remained for the Mayfair to slip 


ignominiously. The Seth Parker 
talker struck the house so hard 
over the week-end that RKO de- 


cided to pull it as soon as possible. 
On four and a half days, up to to- 
day (Tuesday), its sad takings are 
around a meagre $4,000, 

It's the most despairing results 
along the Big Stem in a long time, 
and for the Mayfair, with a nut of 
around $21,000, it’s the second suc- 
cessive bad week, previous stanza 
doing $13,300 with ‘Girl of Rio,’ an- 
other Radio picture. 

Only other Broadway ticket win- 
dow that isn’t rattling with coin is 
the Rialto, which will have to pull 
to reach $13,000 on the second and 
final week of ‘Forbidden’ (Col). 
‘Cock o’ the Afr’ (UA), next tenant, 
is tentatively on the Publix books 
to open Jan. 28, but probably will go 
in Saturday (23). 

Roxy and Paramount, among the 
deluxers, will get out of the dol- 
drums both were in last week, join- 
ing the Capitol and Strand. ‘Mata 
Hari,’ at former, on its third week, 
will strongly grapple for $70,000. 
It’s an almost certainty for a fourth 
week. Cagney, at the Strand, is 
luring ’em from all directions and 
shooting for an excellent $38,000 for 
his ‘Taxi’ second week. It dragged 
down a very pretty $51,000 on its 
first seven days. 

With Jimmy Dunn on the screen 
and in person, Roxy points to a good 
visit at around $85,000. Unless 
building on second lap of the week, 
its chances of bettering that figure 
are remote, but that figure is okay. 
‘Dance Team’ got off to a neat start, 
with New York notices generally 
favoring it. 

‘Two Kinds of Women,’ with its 
title possibly attracting more than 
anything else, and the stage show 
of Bing Crosby and other names to 
help, at $58,000 will be in nice shape. 

Another Par picture, Jekyll and 
Hyde,’ is holding up stoutly at the 
Rivoli, run house, It'll snare a 
satisfying $32,000 on its third week. 
The Warner run, Winter Garden, 
seems to have a winner in ‘Union 
Depot’ (FN) at $40,000. Looks like 
a four weeks’ stay at least. 

A boost at the Warner is in sight 
on fourth week of ‘Safe in Hell’ 
(FN), with WB shoving in the Tu- 
lane-U.S.C. football picture as a 


‘PRESSURE’ PLEASANT 
IN FRISCO ON $9,000 


San Francisco, Jan. 18. 


Rain and cold coming on opening 
days of new show week held down 
grosses in what will be probably a 
sad week on the street. Stiff com- 
petition from the annual auto show, 
another obstacle. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox (5,000; 35-65) ‘Dance Team’ 
(Fox) and stage show. Fanchon- 
Marco 10th ann. getting heavy bill- 
ing; nice $35,000. Last week ‘Reck- 
less Age’ (Fox) had a poor $26,000. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,844: 30-40- 
65) ‘Men in Her Life’ (Col.) and 
vaude, A poor $12,100. Last week 
nine days of ‘Heaven on Earth’ (U), 
$16,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,270; 25-25-50) 
‘Girl of Rio’ (Radio). A bad $7,000. 
Last week’s ‘Way Back Home 
(Radio) drew only $6,000, brutal. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,700; 25-50) 
‘Icmma’ (M-G). Extra advertising 
helping for big $28,000. Second and 
final stanza of ‘The Champ’ (Par) 
got $16,000. 

United Artists (1,200; 
‘Cock of the Air’ (UA), 
$7,000. Third and last week ‘To- 
night or Never’ (UA) forced and 
poor at $5,000. 

Warfield (Fox) (2,672¢ 25-35-50- 
69) ‘Stepping Sisters’ (Fox) and 
stage show. Paul Ash still draw- 
ing ‘em, $19,000. Last week ‘Good 
Sport’ (Fox) got $18,000. 

Warners (1,365; 25-35-50-60) ‘High 
Pressure’ (WB). Good on $9,000. 
Last week U. S. C.-Tulane football 
game boosted house to neat $9,000 
with ‘Sherlock Holmes’ (Co-op). 








25-40-60) 
Weak with 





probable builder. Around $13,000 te 

the likely take, with this a jump 

over last week’s gross of $11,500. 
Only $2 exhibits on the street, ‘Ar- 


rowsmith’ (UA) and ‘Hell Divers’ 
(M-G), are easing. Both are on a 
week-to-week basis, with former 
unlikely to remain around more 
than a week or two. ‘Arrowsmith’ 
got $10,900 last week. ‘Divers’ will 
be succeeded, as soon as prints are 


ready, by either ‘Arsene Lupin’ or 
‘Tarzan, Ape Man.’ 
Estimates for This Week 

Astor (1,102; $1-$2) ‘Hell Divers’ 
(M-G) (4th week). Remaining here 
only until Metro has a successor 
ready. ‘Arsene Lupin,’ with two 
Barrymores, and ‘Tarzan, the Ape 
Man,’ are the candidates, 

Capitol (5,400; 25-85-$1.50) ‘Mata 
Hari (M-G) (8rd week), stage show. 
The big New York Garbo draw will 
mean around $70,000 or better for 
third week of stay; fourth week, 
longest any pictv::» ever was held 
here, is 95% certain. Second seven 
days Garbo lured close to $80,000. 

Criterion (886; $1-$1.50) ‘Man I 
Killed’ (Par). An Ernst Lubitsch 
picture and opens here tonight 
(Tuesday), 


Gaiety (808; $1-$2) (‘Arrowsmith’ 
(UA) (7th week). Beginning te 
slide. a little but not dangerously. 
Unlikely to stay longer than week 
or two, with run at Rivoli to come 
later on. Last week $10,900 was 
picture’s biggest drop yet. 

Mayfair (2,200; 35-65 -85 - $1). 
‘Away Back Home’ (Radio). The 
big street’s poorest draw in ages, 
with Seth Parker picture pulled 
after four and half days pitiful take 
of around $4,000. It means the 
house dips into its deepest red, after 
wading in that color last week with 
another talker from Radio, ‘Girl of 
the Rio.’ That garnered $13,300, a 
good distance from meeting the 
theatre’s nut. ‘Panama Flo’ (Pathe), 
starring Helen Twelvetrees, shoved 
in today (Tuesday). 

Paramount (3,664; 65-85) ‘“T'we 
Kinds of Women’ (Par). Stage 
show. At $58,000, will be doing all 
right and bringing house out of the 
lethargy it suffered last week when 
dropping to $45,300 with ‘Restless 


Age.’ 
Rialto (2,000; 45-65-85). ‘For- 
bidden’ (Col), (2nd week). Oppor- 


tunities to top $12,000, letting pic- 
ture out after a two weeks’ stay, 
anything but propitious. On its 
first seven days, $21,700, not so hot. 
‘Cock o’ the Air’ (UA), booked ten- 
tatively to open Jan. 28, probably 
coming in Saturday (23) 

Rivoli (2,200; 40-65-85-$1). ‘Jekyll 
and Hyde’ (Par), (3rd week). In 
here for five weeks at least from 
indications, with third dragging 
down around $32,000, nifty takings. 
Drop from last week’s gross of $37,- 
700, only little over $5,000, means 
picture must be benefitting from 
word of mouth. 

Roxy (6,200; 50-75-$1.50). ‘Dance 
Team’ (I'ox). Stage show. Booked 
in for a fortnight’s stay, new Jim- 
my Dunn-Sally Eilers piece is 
romping toward a fine $85,000. If 
building, with Dunn making a per- 
sonal appearance at the house, and 
Waring’s Pennsylvanians also on 
stage, it may run ahead of that 
figure. Last week ‘Stepping Sis- 
ters’ found its welcome meant only 
$52,400, bad with $18,000 in special 
acts added. 

Strand (2,900; 35-50-75-$1). ‘Taxf 
(WB), (2nd week). Notably big, 
with a beautiful $38,000 threatening 
to show on the ticket machines, 
The Cagney draw, principally 
among the men, is doing the trick. 
Will be held a third week. Its first 
brought $51,000, very high. 

Warner's (1,100; 25-35-50-75). 
‘Safe in Hell’ (FN), (4th week). 
Second run showing of this exhibit 
will be aided doubtless current 
week with Tulane-U. S. C. football 
picture, to a probable $13,900, nice. 


Last week, third of ‘Hell,’ house 
gathered $11,500, all right. 

Winter Garden (1,418: 35-65-85- 
$1). ‘Union Depot’ (FN). Initial 
week suggests a warm $40,000 for 
this one, assuring its stay for @ 
likely four weeks or longer. Pie- 


ture opened Thursday night (14) 
at $2 and strictly formal. 

Ufa-Cosmopolitan (1,130; 50-75). 
‘Nie Wieder Liebe’ (Ufa). At 
around $3,000, Lillian Harvey's lat- 
est in the foreign division will be 
none too good. Won't hold. Last 
week, second of ‘Der Kleine Seiterm- 
sprung,’ $2,309, poos, 
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PICTURE GROSSES 


Tuesday, January 19, 1932 





i] ~ Late Market Break on Volume; 


End of Rally or Bull Ambush; 


By AL GREASON 

Outstanding factor in a confusion 
session yesterday was the fact that 
the market declined on volume in 
the last hour after presenting a 
fairly steady front during most of 
the day. The amusements were in- 
conspicuous, although they gave 
way during the period of sales pres- 
sure. 

Loew again balked at the barrier 
of 30, while Par.’s pool operators al- 
lewed their favorite to break 
through 10 on the down side. Vol- 
ume here was inconsiderable. 

Market started favorably and 
hung until after 2 o’clock. This in 
itself was a bearish factor, since 
the grain markets were staging sen- 
sational stunts in Chicago. May 
wheat at one time was up more than 
2 cents on top of its 2 cent gain 
on Saturday, while cotton advanced 
about 10 points. These gains were 
later cancelled. 

Importance of this development 
was that the commodity markets 
had failed to keep pace with the 
brisk advance of the stock list, a de- 
tail that created suspicion that the 
advance in shares was artificial and 
not justified by fundamentals. Fact 
that the commodities showed a dis- 
position to get into line, ought to 
have been a stimulating influence, 
and when it proved otherwise, bull- 
ish ardour cooled. 

In the last hour of trading in Chi- 
eago grains lost most of their gains, 
and stocks followed suit. 

Point now to be considered is 
whether yesterday’s performance 
marks the end of the New York up- 
turn, or is merely a maneuver by 
the bull sponsors, designed to lure 
in a new lot of shorts at whose ex- 
pense a new upward surge can be 
manipulated. 

Variety’s observer is not prepared 
at this time to express an opinion, 
choosing rather to wait for the sit- 
uation to develop. The first hour 
today ought to bea test. Aggresive 
bears probably could force prices 
into an important decline at the 
opening; after which it would be 
a question of the quality of the sell- 
ing and the determination of the 


constructive forces. 


Inflation or What? 


Up to the Saturday close the in- 
dustrial averages had _ recovered 
about 20% from their early Janu- 
ary bottoms, and the speculative 
community was divided into two 
camps. One faction took the view 
that the whole advance was an arti- 
ficial run up based on the technical 
position and designed solely by 
strong downtown interests to get 
out from under; and the other argu- 
ment was that the Federal bank was 
promoting some mild degree of in- 
flation of credit by way of apply- 
ing the pulmotor to an extremely 
sick situation. 

The truth probably lies as usual 
somewhere between these opposing 
lines of reasonings, with a third fac- 
tor applying to the immediate fu- 
ture of prices in a traditional early 
New Year run-up of quotations due 
to repurchase of stocks and bonds 
sold during December for tax pur- 
poses and also a disposition to dis- 
count seasonal influences toward a 
spring revival of business. At any 
rate the parallel of Stock Exchange 
price charts continues to be main- 
tained with the upward line of 1931 
and 1980, continuing the repetition 
of seasonal movement during most 
mof last year and conspicuously dur- 
ing December. 

The recovery, be it an important 
turn-about .of values or merely an 
intermittent rally interrupting a 
long range down trend, had rather 
less effect upon the amusement 
stocks than upon the leading indus- 
trials. The active theatre issues at 
the end of the week were mixed, ex- 
cept in one respect—the preferred 
stocks were uniformly better to an 
impressive extent and if that means 
anything, it ought to mean that a 
discriminating sort of investment 
buying is coming into the group. 

As to the generality of picture 
common stocks the list suggested 
that operating cliques were turning 
cautious. Statistically, 10 strictly 
amusement common stocks gained 
about 7 points, while three slipped 
back a little more than 1. On the 
other hand, eight senior issues in 


(Continued on page 27) 





MIX STARTS JAN. 25 
Hollywood, Jan. 18. 
Tom Mix starts on Universal's 
‘Destry Rides Again’ Jan, 24. 
Ben Stoloff directs, a 


Amusements Quiet on Day 





Y day’s Pri 
esterday s Frices 
Net 
Sales. High. Low. Last chge. 
100 Cons. F..... 4% 4% 4%-— *% 
100 Cons. F. pf. 10% 10% 10% 
2400 Eastman K. 85 82% 82% 3 
1700 Fox A..«.ece 44 ie 4% “% 
1800 Gen. The 1% 1 1%+ % 
5100 Loew .....-.- 29% 28% 28%—1% 
M-G-M pf...» .. ove 1 Bid 
30 Orph. pf.. 12% 11% 11% — % 
13600 Par.-P. .... 10% 9% 10 — % 
500 Pathe A....2 2% 2% 21% 
15800 RCA ..eaeee 8% % TR- % 
2100 RKO ....cce 8% 1% «RB 
3400 W. B......>+ 3% 3% 34a % 
BONDS* 
$15000 Gen. The 7 6 644 —1 
5000 Keith .....- 45 44%, 44% —- ! 
4000 Loew .....++ 82 81 82 +1 
1000 Par.-Fam, .. 52 h2 52. | 3 
30000 Par.-Pub. .. 47 46} 46% By 
3000 RKO debs...106 104 105 1 
2000 W. B.....06 & 36 36 1 
CURB 
600 Col. Pcts. cf. 4% 4% 4%+4+ % 
100 Fox Thrs... 1 1 1 
100 Tech. ....«6 2% 2% 24— % 
200 Trans-L. «wee 2% 2% 2% 
* Sales and prices to 2:10 p.m. 











Forbidden’ $9,000 
And ‘Team’ $10,500, 
Both 0.K. in Balto 


Baltimore, Jan. 18. 
are now that Keith’s 
Popularity of the 
reopened Hipp with that policy 
points the way. Keith’s was for- 
merly combo and straight vaude 


doesn’t seem to click. 

The downtown film houses have 
heavy Saturday mat opposition now 
in the Maryland, where dramatic 
stock jams ’em, but biz continues 
satisfactory. 

Estimates for This Week 
Century (Loew-UA) ‘Working 
Girls’ (Par) (3,200; 25-60). Won't 
hit the high spots but trio of Lukas, 
Rogers and Erwin should help for 
possibly $20,000. Last week ‘Two 
Kinds of Women’ (Par) was satis- 
factory but not big at $20,500. 
Stanley (Loew, Stanley-Crandall) 
‘Ladies of Big House’ (Par) (3,600; 
25-60). Popularity of Sylvia Sidney 
should send this one around $22,000. 
Last week ‘Emma,’ (M-G) nice at 
$25,000. 

Valencia (Loew-UA) ‘Tonight or 
Never’ (UA) (1,200; 25-35). Failed 
to be outstanding when at the 
Stanley and won't go over $3,000 
here. Last week ‘Mata Hari’ (M-G) 
oke on $3,800. 

Parkway (Loew-UA) ‘Tonight or 
Never’ (UA) (1,000; 25-35). Will 
get some class trade at this select 
uptown stand; say $4,200. ‘Mata 
Hari,’ last week, a big $5,100. 

Hipp (Rappaport) ‘Age for Love’ 
and vaude. (2,500; 25-50). Looks 
like good week, Trixie Friganza on 
stage aiding for $13,500. Last week 
‘Suicide Fleet’ (Pathe), plus Sue 
Carol and Nick Stuart heading 
show, a very satisfactory $15,500, 

Rivoli (Rome) ‘Three Wise Girls’ 
(1,800; 25-40). Maybe $4,500, all 
right. Last week ‘Secret Witness’ 
$4,200. 

Keith’s (Schanbergers) ‘Forbid- 
den’ (2,500; 25-50). Looks like pretty 
fair week at about $9,000. Last week 
‘Jekyll and Hyde,’ (Par) (2d week), 
a fair $7,500. 

New (Mechanic) 
(Fox) (1,800; 25-50). Headed for a 
good $10,500. Last week ‘Stepping 
Sisters,’ (Fox), despite Minna Gom- 
bel, a local, didn’t better $7,500. 


WHITEMAN PUSHING 
CINCY SITE TO $29,000 


Cincinnati, Jan. 18. 

Current grosses injured by down- 
pours Saturday and Sunday. White- 
man is getting strongest publicity 
ever accorded a vaude act here and 
the Albee is booming. Otherwise the 
squeeze of poor product is pro- 
nounced. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,300; 35-75)—‘Age 
for Love’ (UA) and vaude. Tap ads, 
tieups and news plugs numerous for 
Whiteman band; gives maestro full 
credit for massive $29,000. Last 
week ‘Husband’s Holiday’ (Par) and 
low, but $19,500. 

Lyric (RKO) = (1,400; 
‘Mata Hapi' (M-G). 
looks like poor $8,000. 
fine $15,500 first week. 

Palace (RKO) (2,700; 30-50)— 
‘Ladies of Big House’ (Par). Get- 
ting away better than expected with 
good $13,500 likely. Last week ‘Hell 
Divers’ (M-G) at fine $24,000. 





Chances 
will go vaudfilm., 


‘Dance Team’ 








30-50)— 
Second week 
Drained in 





Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 30-50)— 
(Continued on page 63) 


‘FORBIDDEN’ LOOKS LIKE 
$18,000, INDIANAPOLIS 


Indianapolis, Jan. 18. 
Better weather and good pictures, 
plus additional advertising and ex- 





ploitation, are helping bring in 
wampum. Fanchon & Marco 
units are out at the Indiana and 


this house has gone straight film 
temporarily at least. Charlie Davis 
is still flirting with the Circle 
management to produce his own 
stage shows. Davis and band started 
at the Ohio then proceeded to the 
Circle before going into the Indiana. 


Last week ‘Vanities’ came into 
English’s and took out 12,000 on 
four performances, including a 


matinee. 
Estimates for This Week 

Indiana (Publix) (3,300; 25-35-50) 
—Forbidden’ (Col). Expected to 
get under the wire for nice $18,000 
regardless of stage units being 
pulled. Last week ‘Peach o’ Reno’ 
(Radio) and unit did not reach 915,- 
000. 

Circle (Publix) (2,600; 
—Reckless Age’ (Par). 
around $7,000, just fair. 
‘Ladies of Big House’ 
‘Around World’ (UA) 
$7,000. 

Loew’s Palace (Loew) (2,800; 25- 
35-50)—‘Emma’ (M-G). Looks 
rather good for this house; panning 
by critics didn’t seem to hurt; may- 
be $9,500. Last week ‘Corsair’ (UA) 
just fair, $6,500. 

Apollo (Fourth Ave.) (1,100; 25- 
35-50)—‘Manhattan Parade’ (WB). 
Started with a bang and may reach 
$8,000. Same figure reached last 
week by ‘Stepping Sisters’ (Fox). 

Lyric (Fourth Ave.) vyaudfilm 
(2,600; 25-35-50)—‘Makers of Men’ 
(Col). Carried along by vaude 
headed by Olsen and Jonson unit; 
around $11,000, pretty good. Last 
week ‘X Marks Spot’ (Tiff) fair at 
$9,000, 


BOSTON RECEIPTS FAIR; 
MET RATES AT $35,000 


Boston, Jan, 18. 
Although the Met is offering Tet- 
razzini and Eva Tanguay’s unit on 
the stage and ‘Two Kinds of Women‘ 
on the screen, receipts there have 
only a $35,000 chance. Not great 
but fair. 
Estimates for This Week 

Met (Publix) (4,380; 50-75) and 
stage show ‘Two Kinds of Women’ 
(Par). Around $35,000.. Last week 
‘Under 18’ (WB) and Cab Calloway, 
$40,700, okgy. 

Scollay (Publix) (Vaudefilm) 
‘Jekyll and Hyde’ (Par). Plus col- 
ored stage show ought to be big at 
$14,000. Last week ‘Ladies of the 
Big House’ (Par). Fine, $15,300. 

Olympia (2,200; 35-50-60) “Rain- 
bow. Trail’ (Fox). Not much over 
$7,000. Last week ‘Jekyll and Hyde,’ 
second week, an excellent $9,500. 

Uptown (2,200; 35-50-60) “Rain- 
bow Trail’ (Fox). Companion house 
to Olympia not in for over $6,000. 
Last week ‘Jekyll and Hyde,’ sec- 
ond week, a good $7,000. 

Keith’s (4,000; 35-50-65) ‘Forbid- 
den’ (Col). Liked and may touch 
nice $20,000 this week. Last week 
‘Girl of Rio’ (Radio), very bad at 
$8,500. 


25-35-50) 
Should get 
Last week 
(Par) and 
also about 








Keith-Boston (4,000; 35-50) ‘Se- 
cret Witness’ (Col) and vaude. 
Ought to be around $16,000. Last 
week ‘Unexpected Father,’ fair 
enough, $17,400. 

State (4,000; 25-35-50) ‘Hell 
Divers’ (M-G) and vaude. Looks 


good for $30,000 with Berry and 
Gable. Last week ‘Tonight or Never’ 
(UA), not so good at $14,100. 


BUFFALO’S GOOD FIGURES 


‘Tonight’ for $23,000 and ‘18’ Near 
$16,000—‘Frank’s’ Sharp Drop 











Buffalo, Jan. 18. 
Business continues good. Swan- 
son film will be okay at the Buffalo, 
but fast drop of ‘Frank’ at the Great 
Lakes is a surprise. 
Estimates for This Week 
Buffalo (Publix) (3,600; 30-40-65). 


‘Tonight or Never’ (UA) and 
stage show should go around 
$23,000. Last week ‘Mata Hari’ 


(M-G) fine at $29,000. 

Hippodrome (Publix) (2,400; 
35-50). ‘Under 18’ (WB) 
scaled to about neat $16,000. 
week ‘Husband’s Holiday’ 
showed for $13,200. 

Great Lakes (Publix) (2,400; 25). 
‘Frankenstein’ (U) (2d week). May 
not reach $10,000 this week; bad 
drop. Last week fine for $26,800. 

Century (Publix) (3,400; 25-35- 
50). ‘Rainbow Trail’ (Fox). Indicates 


or 


“vor 
looks 
Last 
(Par) 


$8,000. Last week ‘Cver the Hill 
(Fox) fair at $9,300. 
Lafayette (Ind) (3,400; 35). ‘X 


Marks Spot’ (Tiff). Strong around 
$8,500. Last week ‘She Wolf’ down 
to $6,600. 

Court Street (Shea) (1,600; 
‘Sidewalks of New York.’ 
$2,500. Last week 


25). 
About 
‘The Champ’ 





about the same, 





NEW HAVEN’S NAMES 


Town Full of 'Em—Par. 
Leader at $21,000 





Certain 





New Haven, Jan. 18. 

Picture houses are geting bulk of 
town’s trade in competition with 
‘Little Rracketeer,’ legit, at Shubert. 
City is overrun with names, with 
Cab Calloway at Paramount, Kiki 
Roberts ai Poli, and. some big 
timers on eight-act bill at Roger 
Sherman, 

Paramount will probably have the 
jump currently by using Calloway 
on Sunday also, 


Estimates for This Week 

Paramount (Publix) (2,353; 65)— 
‘Husband’s Holiday’ (Par), and Cab 
Calloway. Will do a big $21,000. Last 
week ‘Jekyll and Hyde’ (Par) got 
$15,100. 

Poli (Fox) (3,040; 65)—‘Dance 
Team’ (Fox) and unit. Kiki Rob- 
erts in person; headed for fair $13,- 
000. Last week ‘Mata Hari’ did 
$17,000. 

Roger Sherman (WB) (2,200; 65) 
—‘Safe in Hell’ (FN) and vaude. 
Will probably take-steady $11,000. 
Last week ‘Woman of Monte Carlo’ 
(WB) okay at $12,000. 


College (Fox) (1,565; 50)—To- 
night or Never’ (UA). Looks like 
fair $4,000. Last week ‘Corsair’ 


(UA) same figure. 

Bijou (Fox) (1,536; 50)—‘Maker of 
Men’ (Col) and ‘Stepping Sisters’ 
(Fox). On way to moderate $4,000. 
Last week ‘Rainbow Trail’ (Fox) 
and ‘Secret Witness’ good, $4,300. 


Det. Falls Down; 
Fox and ‘Team’ 


Are Best, $28,000 


Detroit, Jan. 18. 








Business is back in the cellar 
after several weeks of hopeful 
grosses. ‘Mata Hari’ dropped off 


much from the first big week. 

‘Dance Team’ is better than the 
average but still not up to expecta- 
tions. 


Estimates for This Week 

Michigan—‘Two Kinds of Women’ 
(Par) and stage show (4,045; 15-25- 
85-75). Biz not good near $27,000. 
Last week ‘Forbidden’ (Col) poor 
at $24,300. 

Fox—‘Dance Team’ (Fox) (5,100; 
15-25-50) and stage show. Dunn 
and Bilers developing into a draw; 
picture liked and doing better than 
average; fair at $28,000. Last week 
‘Good Sport’ (Fox) very bad at 
$18,000. 

Downtown—‘Girl of Rio’ (Radio) 
(2,665; 15-25-35-75) and vaude. 
Irene Rich on stage not enough of 
a name draw to overcome weakness 
of picture; worst week since inau- 
guration of vaude policy; around 
$10,000. Last week ‘Dishonorable’ 
(U) disappointing, $11,700. 

Fisher ‘Manhattan Parade’ 
(WB) and stage show (2,750; 15- 
25-35-75). Only so-so; will be lucky 
to see $16,000. Last week ‘False 
Madonna’ (Par) plus Tom Moore 
and Alice Joyce in person, $*6,400. 

United Artists—‘Mata Hari’ (M-G) 
(2,018; 15-25-35-75-90). Second 
week off considerably; maybe $20,- 
000. First week hit $31,200; plenty 
good. 

Paramount—‘Emma’ (M-G) (3,- 
448; 15-25-35-75). Good draw con- 
tinuing into second week and okay 
if it gets $25,000. 


Band Will Help ‘18’ 
Do $21,500 in Wash. 


Washington, Jan. 18. 
No startling grosses last week and 
nothing very exciting indicated for 
current week. Exception is Duke 
Ellington’s band at the Earle sup- 
porting ‘Under 18,’ 


Estimates for This Week 
Columbia (Loew) 25-35- 





(1,323; 
50)—‘Private Lives’ (M-G). Will 
get about $8,500 on second week 


against $14,000 for first. 


Earle (2,000; 25-35)—‘Under 18’ 
(WB) and Ellington Band. Will 


hit about good $21,500. 
‘Forbidden’ 
$15,500, fair. 

Fox (Fox) (2,434; 35-50)—‘Dance 
Team’ (Fox) and stage show. Near 
$22,000, fair. Last week ‘Stepping 
Sisters’ (Fox), plus Ruth Etting, 
bad on $19,500. 

Metropolitan (WB) (1,624; 25-35- 
50-75)—‘Mad Parade’ (Par). Not 
over light $5,000. Last week ‘Com- 
promised’ about same. 

Palace (Loew) (2,370; 25-35-50- 
75)—Tonight or Never’ (UA). Head- 
ed for $17,000; first time for Swan- 
son in this house. Last week ‘La- 
dies of Big House’ (Par) around 
$17,000; both weeks under usual in- 
take. 

Rialto—‘Secret Witness.’ Going 
nicely and should get $8,000. Last 
week ‘Dishonorable’ (UU), third week, 
maybe $6,000. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,875; 35-50)— 
‘Ladies of Jury’ and vaude. Going 
for $15,000, okay. Last week ‘Guilty 
Generation’ (Col) and Belle Bennett 
on stage, about $12,000, not so good. 


Last week 
(Col) and vaude around 





Philly Is Quiet — 
With Mastbaum 
Shy of $45,000 


Philadelphia, Jan. 

A number of the downtown film 
houses took their post-holiday slide 
last week and others will probably 
hit the this week. The 
Mastbaum, which skidded from 
around $60,000 mark to $45,000 last 
week, is hard to figure currently, 
House is featuring Fred Bradna’s 
Circus, with no names on the stage 
bill unless you count in the king of 
the Ubangis and his prominently 
lipped wives. Picture is ‘Peach o° 
Reno’ with Wheeler and Woolsey, 
Children flocked to the big theatre 





18. 


tobaggon 


on Saturday, which was very bir. 
Late afternoon shows were also 
strong Friday and Saturday. Evee- 


nings were fairly good, but are exe 
pected to fall off sharply, so maybe 
$44,000 and possibly not that much. 


The Fox should jump smartly this 
week with Ruth Etting on the stage, 
plus Fanchon & Marco’s 10 ans 
niversary program and ‘Stepping 
Sisters’ on the screen, but trade 
does not look promising and $20,000 
will be top. ‘Private Lives’ skidded 
sharply, starting its second week at 
Keith’s, but should be strong enough 
to hold to $14,000. 


‘Jekyll,’ which went to $23,500 on 
its first week at the Stanley, is like- 
ly to get $17,000 this week, although 
it, too, is off. ‘Ladies of the Big 
House’ started nicely if not sensa- 
tionally at the Boyd and won good 
notices. No reason why this one 
can’t get $20,000 or a little better. 
‘Mata Hari’ is down to $16,000 in its 
third week. 

The Earle had a fine figure iast 
week, and inasmuch as the bill was 
nothing startling it looks as if this 
East Market street vaudfilmer house 
is solidly over after being closed 
two months. Stanton has Lil Dag- 
over in ‘Woman From Monte Carlo’ 
opening tomorrow (Tuesday), and 
the Karlton, which had substantial 
$5,500 with ‘Dishonorable,’ figures 
for a grand less than that with 
‘Under 18. Arcadia should jump to 
$3,750 with ‘The Champ’ (second 
run). 

Strong rumors are floating around 
that several of the downtown houses 
will close one perhaps, two days a 
week. Said rumors sound phoney, 
but they persist. More likely for 
legit houses, but report says larger 
film palaces, too. Films on the 
horizon are ‘Arrowsmith’ at Keith’s 
next week, instead of being road 
showed at Erlanger as predicted, 
and “Union Depot.’ Clark and Mc- 
Cullough head stage bill at Maste- 
baum starting Friday with what is 
advertised as miniature and brand 
new musical comedy. 

Estimates for This Week 

Mastbaum (4,800; 35-50-75)—— 
‘Peach o’ Reno’ (Radio) and stage 
show. Fred Bradna, Ringling ring- 
master, with 20-act circus, Ubangi 
troupe added feature;; matinee 
trade naturally very good and maybe 
$44,000. Last week ‘Manhattan Pa- 
rade’ (WB), with Duke Ellington’s 
band, collected $45,000, just all right. 

Stanley (3,700; 35-50-75)—‘Jekyll 
and Hyde’ (Par). Likely to get $17,- 
000. After iast week’s $23,500. 

Fox (3,000; 35-50-75)—‘Stepping 
Sisters” (Fox) and stage show. With 
Ruth Ettings, but doubtful of weak 
20,000. Last week Helen Morgan 
no help to ‘Rainbow Trail’ (Fox), 
and gross dropped to $15,000. 

Boyd (2,400; 35-50-75)—‘Ladies of 
Big House’ (Par). Some doubt 
about staying qualities; however, 
should get $20,000 or a little better 
on first week. Last week ‘Mata 
Hari’ (M-G) was $15,500 in third 
week. 

Keith’s (1,800; 35-50-75)—‘Private 
Lives’ (M-G). Didn't start second 
week as strong as expected, prob- 
ably $14,000. First week $19,500. 

Stanton (1,700; 25-65)—‘Woman of 


Monte Carlo’ (WB). Opening to- 
morrow, Tuesday (19). Last week 


‘Speckled Band,’ $7,000. 


Earle (2,000; 25-65)—‘Three Wise 
Girls’ (Col) and vaude. Plus eight 
acts, probably $20,000. Last week 


‘Secret Witness’ (Col) claims $23,- 
000, probably a little high. 


Karlton (1,000; 50)—‘Under 18’ 
(WB). First run and not likely to 
go over $4,500. Last week ‘Dishon- 


orable’ (U), second run, got $6,000. 

Arcadia (600; 50)—‘The Champ’ 
(M-G). Should be close to $4,000 
here. Last week ‘Corsair’ (UA) only 
$2,400. 





Lord On ‘So Big’ 


Holiywood, Jan. 18. 
Robert Lord has been assigned 
to complete the adaptation and 


dialog of ‘So Big’ (F-N). 

The late J. Grubb Alexander was 
working on it at the time of his 
death last week. 
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Only great pictures can make money. 


Great pictures are yours from Paramount 
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EF OR months our studios have been working night and day on the 
best pictures this industry has ever seen. Everything possible of 
human beings has been done to give you the pictures your box-office 


is erying for. Already you have had the smash hits “Dr. Jekyll and 
Mr. Hyde” and “‘Ladies of the Big House.” 


They are Here? 


Stories! Directors! 
Titles! Casts? 


Take our word for it. These pictures have been sereened. We have 
seen them! Hollywood exhibitors have seen them! The opinion is 
unanimous— The Greatest Box-Office Hits in Years! 





Keemember— 


The next three months are the turning point for the entire motion 
picture industry?! 
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Dans has been previewed. Hard boiled film buyers— 
not studio people—have tagged it “sure hit’. Every 





se, 


possible element that goes to make a successful picture 


isinit. *“‘Two Kinds of Women” is proof of the down- 


SRT AN Dh iE 


to-earth, give-them-entertainment policy of Para- 





mount studios. And look at those names in the cast! 


AF HALE ERIE TT: TGA: 


MIRIAM HOPKINS 
PHILLIPS HOLMES 
Wynne Gibson 
Stuart Erwin 
Irving Pichel 


PHILLIPS Based on the play “This ie 
HOLMES hoa ee 


Popularity that 
shows at the box 
‘office. 


WYNNE 
GIBSON 
Her work in “Ladies 
of The Big House” 

was outstanding. 


a 
STUART 
ERWIN 


A great comedian 


and very popular. 


a 
IRVING 
PICHEL 


Big hit of “American 
Tragedy” and “The 
Cheat’. 
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Moore money than your box-office 
has seen since the depression! 





ERNST 


UBITSCHS 








The Pieture That Will Live Forever?t 


We have seen it! It will open soon at 
82 top at the Criterion, New York. 
Tremendous in theme, powerful in 
direction, heart-gripping in acting... 
One of the great pictures of all time! 





(From the play by Maurice Rostand and the adaptation 
by Reginald Berkeley) 





LIONEL 


BARRYMORE 


—ina deeply human and powerfully moving 
role that calls forth all his great artistry. 


NANCY PHILLIPS 
—displaying a new emotional —rising to greater popularity 
depth and dramatic ability in with each picture, he gives one 
her greatest role. of the truly outstanding screen 


performances of all time! 
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Written by PHILIP BARRY, 
author of“‘Holiday’’and “Paris 
Bound.” Directed by a man 
who knows box office values— 


RICHARD WALLACE. 


with 


PAUL LUKAS 


A great Broadway stage hit... 


ean e. Paramount Picture! 
TOMORROW AND 
TOMORROW, 


A real smashing hit—her best since “Sarah and Son””— 
and that got plenty of money! Q Now consider the box 
office elements here! Big stage hit last season—writ- 





ten by a man whose pictures have clicked heavily— 
great title—deeply emotional story and CHATTERTON 
as the fans want her! Playing a modern American 
society woman and teamed with one of the sereen’s 
best actors in a part made for him—PAUL LUKAS. 
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“SHANGHAI EXPRESS” 


: A JOSEF VON STERNBERG Production 


DIETRICH—in a new love-warm mood! Plus—timely 
story—leaping from the front pages every day! Aboard 
the Shanghai Express ...with its strange cargo of 
Happiness, Sorrow, Intrigue and Sin careening wildly 
through the night toward rebel lines—with a dead 
man at the throttle! 
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Mr. Exhibitor! Tell your wife and 





family about this title with 
Chevalier. Then you'll know how 
‘to advertise for more money than 


you ever heard of! 








PRODUCTION 


"JEANETTE MacDONAL 


GENEVIEVE TOBIN 
Charlie Ruggles Roland Young 


(Directed by George Cukor. Music by Oscar Straus 
Under the supervision of Ernst Lubitsch.) 
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DANCERS 


JACK OAKIE 


We'll score as big ashe didin“Touchdown’? 


wp 
yy 


% 


Sees eae 
In a made-to-order 
role she'll play to the hilt? 





EUGENE PALLETTE 


You can always depend on him for a laugh 





—and audiences know it! - 


What a title! What a story! With appro- 
P priate musical touches where they fit the 
picture, striking the new, novel note that 
audiences want today. Here again you 
have Miriam Hopkins—hbig now. sure to he 
bigger when you get this picture. Plus a 
great cast, in a picture that measures up 





LYDA ROBERTI 


Star of the Broadway musical smash 


“You Said It.” What a personality. 


every inch to the promise in the title. 


IN THE 
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t ~ SYLVIA CHESTER 


SIDNEY MORRIS 
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—§s « role admirably sulted te her —bigger than ever inthe vole that 
great talent, the part played by skyrocketed Thomas Meighan te 
a Betty Compson. stardom, 


oR leet 
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MIRACLE MAN 


NOW ...ALL NEW, ALL TALKING 
GREATER THAN EVER...!? 


@ We believed that the greatest talking picture of this age 
could be made from the story of “The Miracle Man” and it 
is now in production! The story will never grow old—it is 
better even today than it was when it swept the world. Now, /j{ 


with this great cast, all new, all-talking you will have the 
year’s best box office attraction. 











Directed by Norman McLeod. Adapted by Waldemar Young. From the story by 
Frank L. Packard and Kobert H. Davis and the play by Ceorge M. Cohan. 








IRVING JOHN ROBERT HOBART 





PICHEL WRAY COOGAN BOSWORTH 


—has the part of Robert Coogan’s —has the role that made Lon —was the little crippled boy —in the mighty title role of the 
atheist father. Chaney famous. Miracle ion.” ; 
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Y “TWO KINDS OF WOMEN?” (Look at that cast!) 





Y “THE MAN I KILLED” (the picture that will live forever) 





Y DIETRICH—<SHANGHAI EXPRESS”’ (Need we say more?) 


| Y CHATTERTON—<TOMORROW AND TOMORROW:’ 
(Broadway’s biggest hit) 


 CHEVALIER—“<ONE HOUR WITH YOU” 


(Just look at that one!) 


“THE MIRACLE MAN”? (Could you ask for anything more ?) Y 





“DANCERS IN THE DARK” (What a title: 


What a list! Now, get busy! Arrange your playing time 
and book these pictures just as fast as you can get them 


into your theatre?! 





MORE ARE STILL TO COME! 





Paramount’s Production Department has plans for even 
greater pictures which it would not let us tell you about 


at this time e YOUR BOX-OFFICE DEPRESSION ENDS: 
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125 FOREIGNS - 
IN U.S. FOR "1 


A total of 125 foreign-made talk- 
ers, exclusive of Spanish, were given 
first runs in the United States dur- 





Of these, Germans were 
almost half, with 
French next, respectively. 

Of the 125 pictures, 60 were Ger- 
man, 21 were British and 17 were 
French. Others lined up: Russian, 
12; Italian, 11; Swedish, 4, and Che- 
choslovakian, 1. 

Quite a number of Spanish lan- 
guage talkers also were shown 
around, though almost all of a hy- 
brid breed, with only one given na- 
tional distribution among foreign 
houses which actually originated in 
Spain. Also a half-dozen yiddish 
talkers, all made in the United 
States and therefore not figuring as 
foreign films. 

Paramount was the only Ameri- 
ean company to attempt distribution 
on this side of foreign language 
talkers to any extent in 1931, al- 
though Metro and Universal each 
booked one foreign version each, 
Metro in French and U in German. 
Paramount showed four French ver- 
sions, two Germans, two Swedish 
and two Italians. 


PARIS FOREIGN PICTURE 
_ LOOKS PRIZE PACKAGE 


London, Jan. 18. 

‘Service for Ladies’, Paramount 
local made, opened to. standee 
trade at the Plaza Friday (15) and 
did a terrific week-end biz. Holds 
over for second week with a third 
possible. 

It looks like Paramount’s most 
successful British film to date with 
American release for it almost cer- 
tain. 


ing 1931. 


English and 








Holland’s Screen Bill 
At $8,750,000 a Year 


The Hague, Jan. 9. 

Late statistics show that the 
three big cities in Holland—Amster- 
dam, Rotterdam and The Hague— 
collect an annual amusement tax of 
$5,015,000. 

Taking the amusement, figures of 
the three cities as a basis, figuring 
on a total population of the three 
towns at 2,600,000, while the total 
population of Holland is 8,000,000, 
Holland spends about $17,500,000 on 
amusements, It spends on tobacco, 
cigars and cigarettes about $45,- 
750,000, and on beer, wines and 
liquor about $46,000,000. Roughly 
estimated the amusement tax gets 
50% of total from the cinemas, 7% 
from concert halls, 3% from legit 
and 30% from sports, balance mis- 
cellaneous entertainments. 





Marriage Rule Victim 


London, Jan. 28. 
Irene Boyd, for seven years scen- 
ario chief at British International, 
has been dismissed with only a 
week’s notice. 
Result of new policy of crossing 
off married women. 





CINEMA DIPLOMACY 


Paris, Jan. 8. 
J. P. Wren, recently returned 
from Russia where a picture deal 
with Soviet government on Radio 
release fell through, has now con- 
tacted with Spanish government. 
Film will be made around famous 
Spanish cities ana showing effects 
of new government with republican 

Story and modern musical effects. 


MIGGINS’ VISIT 


Ben Miggins, head of Fox Movie- 
tone in Europe, is in New York for 
& three weeks’ visit, entailing con- 
fabs with Truman Talley. 

Movietone now has four editorial 
Offices on the Continent and puts 
Out a separate reel for practically 
all of the European countries, as 
well as a bi-monthly magazine reel. 
© a 








To Paris for Fox 
A. J. Mora sails within two weeks 
for Paris, where he will be Fox's 
assistant manager for France. 
Mora started in the business a 
year ago with small towns in New 
England as his initial territory. 





‘HELGA’ LONDON H. 0. 


Outstander of Week Mild in Weather 
and Box Office 





London, Jan, 18, 

Week-end business and weather 
were both mild. 

Only b.o. outstander was ‘Rise of 
Helga’ at the Empire. Opened to 
capacity on Friday (15) and ought 
to gross $42,000, a sure holdover 
figure. 


NATIVE AND U. 7 FILMS 
FORCED TO LONDON H. 0. 


London, Jan. 18. 

‘Street Scene’ (UA) wilii get jess 
than around $6.900 for its first week 
at the Regal. Unsatisfactory, but 
will be a forced holdover. 

‘Rhapsody’ (B & D) retitled ‘Blue 
Danube’ is weak at the Tivoli. 
Also gets a forced holdover, despite 
showing. What makes this a little 
hard to take is that B & D spent 
$172,500 to make the subject. 


Reel Takes an Encore 


Madrid, Jan. 9. 
Unprecedented interruption of a 
screen performance took place at 
the Rialto during the showing of 
Adelqui Millar’s ‘Lights of Buenos 
Ayres.’ 
Audience liked the third reel so 











much that the show had to be 
stopped after it and the reel 
screened again before the public 


would allow the fourth one to be 
shown. Film is an English talker 
with songs, starring Carlos Gardel, 
guitar performer. 





BRITONS’ HOME PROJECT 


Torrence, Rosher Forming Unit in 
Their Native Land 








London, Jan. 18. 

Ernest Torrence and Charles 
Rosher, both Englishmen who have 
become naturalized Americans, are 
trying, through London agents, to 
form a company here. 

Locker Lampson, prominent Par- 
liamentarian, is interested in the 
project. 

No meniion in the cable what 
sort of company, with the fact that 
Torrence is a picture actor leading 
to the inference it will be for film 
purposes. 





Psycho Does Prelude 
To Ist Soviet Talker 


Dr. John Dewey, psychology pro- 
fessor at Columbia, has recorded an 
introduction to ‘Road to Life,’ new- 
est Soviec film, and the first Rus- 
sian full-length talker scheduled for 
New York. 

Picture goes into the Cameo in 
about a week, 


Finish Mex Talker 


Mexico City, Jan. 15. 

Work has been completed on a 
talker version of ‘Santa’, famous 
novel of native life by Frederico 
Comba, Mexican author. Talker, 
consisting of 500 interiors and ex- 
teriors, was made here by National 
Motion Picture Production Co., na- 
tive enterprise that got into action 
last fall. 

Direction is by Antonio Moreno. 
Talker is first of its kind to be made 
in Mexico. Company proposes to 
release it throughout this "tepublic 
and Latin America. 


‘Danube’ Pulled 


London, Jan. 18. 

‘Frankenstein’ (U) goes into the 
Tivoli a week from today (25) with 
‘Blue Danube’ (B & D) being jerked 
to make room. Only two weeks for 
the British talker, shortest run yet 
at this house this year. 

Jerking of the picture seems to 
indicate the customers agreed with 
the critics about the film, the cricks 
having slammed it all around. Film 
got such a pasting, in fact, that 
Gaumont got mad and cut out ads 
in all national papers. 

Picture will have taken in about 
$21,000 on its fortnight. 











Loder ttome Bound 
London, Jan. 18. 
John Loder, British actor, left 
Hollywood Jan. 15 for a home trek. 
He has a long term contract to 
work in Paramount British films at 
Elstree. 





PAR TO PLUNGE 
ON SYNCED 
FOREIGNS 


Hollywood, Jan. 18. 

Paramount, after a long period of 
indecision, is preparing to give 
Metro close competition on syn- 
chronized foreign versions. A meet- 
ing of the foreign heads has been 
called in New York which will be 
attended by Joe Krumgold from 
this end, and with Robt. Kane over 
from Paris. 

It is Paramount’s belief that the 
success of the Metro version is 
largely due to the machinery for 
syncing developed on that lot, and 
is now readying its own device 
which it has perfected through 
Loren Ryder, studio sound head, 
and Krumgold. It believes that it 
can now offer results comparable 
to the best, and to that end will 
stage a big drive for foreign busi- 
ness, 





After two years of producing films 
for an American company abroad, 
with beaucoup headaches and set- 
backs, Robert Kane is today more 
convinced than ever that all Ameri- 
can companies will eventually have 
to produce abroad. That despite the 
current tough money situation over 
there. 

Kane is in New York for a three 
weeks’ confab with h, o. execs on 
future production for Paramount’s 
Joinville studios as well as Par’s 
future foreign policy generally. With 
him are Fred Bacos,, head of his pro- 
duction department, and John Cecil 
Yraham, head of Paramount’s Lon- 
don activities. 


U Buys British-Made 


London, Jan. 8. 

Great enthusiasm in the English 
papers because Universal has bought 
‘Michael and Mary,’ Gaumont Brit- 
ish talker, for the States. 

Official bulletin conveyed the fact 
U intended to release the flicker 
through 5,600 theatres over there. 

U meanwhile has booked ‘Frank- 
enstein’ into the G. B. circuit here. 


Warners’ German Plans 


Berlin, Jan. 18. 
Sam Morris, vice-president of 
Warner Brothers, is due here some 
time this week for the sound patent 
conference. 
While here, he will also talk over 
the logic or possibility of Warners 
producing films in Germany again. 

















‘Crazy’ in Memphis 





(Continued from page 1) 


for the show to carry away some- 
thing like $12,000 of Memphis 
money. We submit that this is a 
goodly sum in days of business 
depression and unemployment 
problems. 

Memphis might better have re- 
deemed its reputation as a show 
town with a more meritorious 
performance. What it gained in 
reputation as a ;atron of the arts 
in this instance was lost in its 
reputation for the quality of its 
taste. 

The show was profane and ob- 
scene, without the saving grace 
of being clever. Of course, every- 
thing in it was not vulgar, but 
no opportunity was overlooked 
to make the worst of any situa- 
tion. Except for the fact that the 
show was put on as a municipal 
enterprise, it might have been 
stopped by the police. 

The ‘Commercial Appeal’ re- 
grets the part it had in the ad- 
vance publicity, which had some- 
thing to do with the financial 
success of the show. The Mem- 
phis public was imposed upon and 
deceived. It was expected that 
the show would be clever and per- 
haps risque, but there is no justi- 
fication in assuming that the 
great outpouring was _ positive 
proof of the sordid taste of Mem- 
phians, 

Unless the auditoriurn commis- 
sion can give assurance that the 
shows scheduled for Memphis in 
the future are different from this 
last performance, we strongly 
urge that road shows be aban- 
doned 





FIRST RKO-TOBIS FILM 


French Print Made in Paris—Ger- 
man Version to Follow 








First co-produced picture for 
RKO-Tobis in Europe starts shortly 
at the Tobis Epinay studios in Paris. 
It will be in French dialog with a 
German version to follow, 

Picture is titled ‘Hello, 
Berlin Speaking’ and is 
adapted by Julien Dudivier fr« 
novel by Rolf Vanloo. Karol Rath- 
aus is writing the music. 


U. S. RENTERS OPPOSE 
FRENCH NO GUARANTEE 


Paris, Jan. 18. 
Possibility is that the Italian film 
booking’ system may spread 
France, despite all protests. 


Paris— 
being 
from 


n 
ua 





into 
Sys- 
tem consists of taking films on a 
40% maximum rental with no guar- 
antee. 

Americans have been fighting 
these terms in Italy. Should the 
thing spread into France a stiffer 
fight will be put up by U. 8S. com- 
panies. 3asis of the fight will be 
that move may become the standard 
form of business for all of Europe, 
with foreign picture companies 
revenue greatly endanzerd. 





Film More Silent Than 
Synced in 3 Tongues 


Paris, Jan. 9. 
G. B. Pabst is going to make a 
three-way talker version of the 
French silent, ‘Atlantide,’ the Pierre 


Venoit story published by Albert 
Michel, filmed silent long age. 
Financing is done by the Pabst cor- 
poration in conjunction with Cines 
and the Societe Internationale Cine- 
matographique. 

Company of 20 will spend five 
weeks in Biskra, South Algeria. 
Femme lead is Brigette Helm, male 
lead, Pierre Blanchard. Film will be 
shot silent, and then synchronized. 





Italian Rental Down 


Rome, Jan. 5. 

An agreement has been reached 
between the renters of films and the 
cinemas. The American producers, 
including Paramount, Fox, Metro- 
Goldwyn and United Artists are 
concerned in the new contract which 
gives easier rental terms. 

The cinema owners wanted a still 
bigger cut than was accorded, but 
the intervention of the officials of 
the ministry of the ‘Corporations’ 
or Guilds eased the way to settle- 
ment. It is understood the agree- 
ment is only a temporary one. 





French Royalty Battle 
Paris, Jan. 18. 

Authors’ Society here is facing 
a break with the exhibitors. 

Exhibs are protesting the current 
3% author’s royalties, wanting to 
cut it down 1%, with the authors 
unwilling to play ball. 





DUTCH CENSOR TOUGH 


The Hague, Jan. 7. 

Board of Film Censors prohibited 
three films. 

First it turned down the appeal 
of importers against the banning of 
‘Hell’s Angels’; secondly it banned 
the German Strauss film, ‘Madam 
macht einen Seitensprung’ and Ger- 
man Ufa, ‘Der verjuengte Adolar.’ 





REAL WAGE STILL GOOD 


London, Jan, 18. 
Adolphe Menjou is vacationing on 
the Continent, waiting for a call to 
go to work on the second Eric 
Hakim picture for Metro. 
He’ll get approximately $2,760 
weekly for the film. 





B. I. in Boston 
British International has opened 
a New England office in Boston, 
with several other U. S. exchanges 
planned, 
Harry Segal will handle the BIP 
work in the Hub. 





‘Palmy Days’ Rental 
London, Jan. 18. 
Understood that Moss Empires 
paid United Artists around $51,750 
flat rental for an unlimited run of 
‘Palmy Days’ at the Dominion. 


‘AM. TRAGEDY 
0. K. IN VIENNA 


Vienna, Jan. 18, 
‘American Tragedy’ (Par) got its 
Continental past 





premiere here 


week. Showing at the Kruger, 300- 
seater, in the original American 
version. 


Good business at the opening and 
looks like a cinch for four weeks. 





London, Jan. 18. 

Paramount created a precedent 
here privately by appealing to the 
Lord Chamberlain against the ban 
on ‘American Tragedy.’ First time 
a film company has ever gone to the 
official play censor. 

Appeal had no effect and the pic- 


ture remains permanently lost to 
this market, 
‘American Tragedy’ was also 


barred in Hungary during the past 
week, 


South Seas Film 


Paris, Jan. 8. 

Andre Roosevelt, former Vitae 
graph executive, who has been ree 
tired in South Seas for past six 
years, is in town with his film, 
‘Kriss,’ which he financed in Bali, 
Production was two years in the 
making and is at the Marigny. 

Producer is taking film to U. S. 
with a shorter Engiish version 
to be released shortly in England. 
Idea in America is to ballyhoo the 
film on the name of Roosevelt, who 
is distant relative of the former 
president, and on the streneth of 
the subject-matter—the island of 
Bali (near Java). 








Extend Ford Newsreel 
Circuit Around Paris 


Paris, Jan. 7. 

Ford's recent addition to his 
newsreel chain, the 350-seater Cin- 
eac on a prime boulevard location, 
is beginning auspiciously. Similarly 
to Ford’s first house, newspaper tie<- 
up, is also with the daily ‘Le Joure 
nal,’ but program is entirely differ- 
ent, being entirely supplied by Fox. 
House, working on a system somee 
what similar to Translux, is showe- 
ing reels specially imported by the 
Fox local branch, re-edited and 
titled, entailing heavy expense, re- 
sulting in the house paying for its 
program about four times more 
than for the mixed newsreels pro- 
gram shown in the parent 400- 
seater. 

Besides this imported Fox news- 
reel, a few Fox Movietone local 
shots are also shown, and the Fox 
magazine. Cineac scale with a 32 
cents top is higher than in the par- 
ent house, where the average ad- 
mission works out at 16 cents. Tie- 
up of next house of the chain, to be 
opened in the Western Railroad de- 
pot, will be with the noon daily 
‘Paris Midi’, 





French Releases Weak 


Paris, Jan. 18. 
Many new film releases here, with 
most of them pretty poor. 
Among those falling into the 
weak classification are ‘Sailor Song’ 


(Osso), ‘Baleydier’ (Branurberger- 
Hichebe), and ‘Missing Elevator’ 
(Bitowt). 





TRENKER WEST FOR U 


Louis Trenker, German director 
and actor, left for Hollywood yes- 
terday (Monday) to start work on 
an American version of ‘Mountains 
in Flames’ for Universal. He wrote 
the story and acted in the German 
and French versions, 

Trenker has with him some ex- 
teriors made in the Alps which will 
be incorporated into the film. At U 
lot he will merely act, Cyril Gard- 
ner directing. 





DENT TO HEAD RENTERS 


London, Jan. 18. 
Arthur Dent will be named presi- 
dent of the Kinematograph Renters 
Society at the next election. 
He'll replace Sam Eckman, 





Weather Helps Paris 
Paris, Jan. 18. 
Slushy weather helping biz out @ 
little. 





Otherwise a pretty poor week. 
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Theatre Advertising as Indi- 


cated from Various Cities 


On Week Days 




















Hh ag crternseted by parsimony There 


KANSAS CITY 
PHASE EURIIL LEILA LLL 






= ‘ 


OUTSIDE GF KEW YORK and CHICACO 
WHAT MY TRADE MARKIE 
STANDS. FOR 


, When you see the emblem pictured at the leff you 


Wg 
NZ know that it marks the advertising matter of a] fl 
as BILLY ROSE ATTRACTION, 


ee 
My earnest aim is to make my trade~mark in the Amusement Field 
comparable to the stamp of Scerling on Silver or the Imprint of the 
United Seates Mint on a Gold Eagle. 1 want-you to know thet the Trade { 
Mark of BILLY ROSE is a querantee of Good Faith and « warrant chet 
ticket purchasers for @ BILLY ROSE ATTRACTION qilt get Precisely 
‘what J have advertised 
Coming to your city for the first time FT reslice that I must demon. * 
atrate that my assertions are mot mere idle words. A® & proof of my 
gpecrty I am sending my production of “CRAZY QUILT” to Kanse 
City EXACTLY as it was presented at the Forty-fourth Bireet Theatre, 4 
New York City, and Apollo, Chicago. Not only oe the three famous 
stars, PANNIE BRICE. 1. -BAKER end TED HEALY, remain at the. 
head of the cast, but the entire metropolitan personnel and preduction 
will be offered. ‘ 


I take pride in the {pct that. for the FIRGT TIME in the History of 
American Amusements. NO CUTTING, NO SUBSTITUTIONS. bave been 
made for the Rosd Tour. 


T trust and have faith that the engagement of “CRAZY QUILT™ win 
#0 justify conMéencd in the BULLY ROGE TRADE-MARE that future 
attractions under my 4 

banner that may visit 


My | Eas Bly R 
~ SHUBERT o¢.v°* 
NEXT SUNDAY sitive 


TRANSCENDENT STELLAR TRIUMVIF 


= FANNIE BRICE 
R “yPHILBAKER 
ES TED HEALY 


AND : 
PRODUCTION an Ve 
precisely JP 7 BILLY ROSE'S 

AT THE APOLLO, #1 
CHICAGO AKO : 















Ghowmenly yours 
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Jraveling ind Special 
rain of th Cars 


% 
LOVELIEST 
WOMANKIND, 


A RED LETTER EVENT OF AES 
LOCAL AMUSEMENT HISTORY Bah 


en ehies Here is NOT the Whitened 
Codever of on ernwhile Broedway Hit, 
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Split Letters 


Lately there seems to have been 
@ recurrence of the split letter in 
newspaper ads, Title, which is let- 


tered with fine lines cutting each 


letter into two or more sections, is 
a waste of money. 
The house name and the play 


title should be in the strongest pos- 
gible type. It may be permissible 
to letter in, where some printing of- 
fice does not have a sightly dis- 
play face, but if this is done the 
outline should be held closely to 
standard type faces and be just 
enough off the regular to be dis- 
tinctive. 

Ideal display letter is one so 
plain and conspicous that it reaches 
‘out and hits the eye of the man 
who is turning over the amusement 
page to get to the sports. If it 
gets him, it’s on the job. It is not 
a matter of size. 


Theatre and Trolley 
Canton, O. 
George Riester, Warner’s Pakce, 
has efiected a tie-up with the Stark 
whereby that com- 
combination ticket 


atre. Road extends to Alliance on 


combo at a rate lower than the reg- 
ular round trip fare. 
Turn-in is 25 cents on each ticket. 


company approves because it gives 
the people along the line the trolley 
habit. Palace is the only house 
permitted to card the cars. 
Tickets are printed by the trolley 


Helping the Ladies 

Members of a church aid society 
appealed to a manager for help in 
their spring festival. Manager per- 
guaded them that he had a better 
fa@ea than a raffle. He mounted a 
three-sheet for a coming attraction 
on a foundation of soft pine, bought 
a dozen darts, and offered to give a 





ticket to anyone who could plant 
two out of three darts into the eyes 
of the star shown on the sheet. Do- 
n ated the services of one of his 
ushers for three nights to attend 
the booth. 

The three darts sold for a dime, 
and the take of the stand for three 
days was about $25, and only four 
tickets were issued. Not only got 
goodwill, but helped to advertise the 
show. It can be used in the lobby, 
too. 





‘Bought’ the Editor 


Spotting an opportunity some- 
times helps more than hard work. 
An exhib calling on the man who 
ran the picture department, such as 
it was, of a small paper was asked 
by the editor when a certain star 
would be seen again. Ed added she 
was his favorite. 

Exhib went back to his office, shot 
an order to the exchange for a still 
of this star and in a few days pre- 
sented the portrait, neatly framed, 
to the editor. Not only that, but 
when the star did come along in 
her next picture, he sent the editor 
a couple of passes. A little thing, 
but it gave him the inside track 
and has led to three highly profit- 
able tie-ups previously turned 
down, 


Went Bust 


After Xmas an exhibitor hit upon 
an idea which was nothing 
than an 
presents. 
a wow. 

Plan was to have 
ents they received 
which they did 


thing some 
want. 


other woman 
House was to be open 


bargains might be displayed. 
Three women 
there were no trades. 


happen to drop in. 


Melody Editorial 


Seattle. 
Breaking for a front page ed in 
the conservative Seattle ‘Times’ is 
a bit of free advertising won by the 
Paramount (Fox) that is rare. 
Cause was music and melody 
when three harpists teamed with 
Larry McCann at the organ. Long 
applause, the editorial said, showed 
folks prefer real music to “hard- 
ware.” 


Gilding the Pill 
It is possible to introduce educa- 
tionals on a kiddie club program 
and get away with it, because the 
vemainder of the show is entertain- 


less 
exchange of unwanted 
He figured it would be 


the women 
come to the theatre with the pres- 
in duplicate or 
not want for any 
reason, exchanging these for some- 
did not 
for 
three hours in the morning and he 
provided a long table on which the 


showed up but 
Before they 
left one woman explained that no 
one would run the risk of offending 
donors of useless gifts who might 


ment. A straight educational show 
is something else again, 

In one southern city a group of 
educators decided to offer picture 
education without entertainment. 
Earnest educators boomed the idea 
to the parents, who passed it along 
to the children. First show was 
given to fewer than 50 youngsters. 
most of whom were present under 
duress. And the same morning two 
other kid shows were played to 
packed houses, with an educational 
on each program, 





Spotting the Ads 


If your nearest key city theatres 
use large ads in the Sunday papers, 
it is a help to save these until the 
picture is about due in your own 


house. Then paste them up in the 
lobby with a ‘coming soon’ card 
underneath. 


One manager saved a weak con- 
tribution through remembering that 
sometimes the pictures are held 
back in New York. He watches the 
New York Sunday sheets and was 
able to show that a certain picture 
had played the metropolis only a 
couple of weeks earlier. Not as 
frequently done this season, but it 
happens now and then, 





Spoofing a Little 


Getting ready for ‘Peach O’Reno,’ 
a manager advertised for a Reno 
divorce decree for lobby use. He 
knew no one in his town had ever 
gone tg Reno, but figured the ad 
would make talk. 

Another manager who does a lot 
of -kidding in his advertising, is 
betting on a stunt in which he will 
announce a well known Reno di- 
vorcee to lecture on the evils of 
divorce. His lecturer is a local 
amateur who does an admirable 


impersonation of an old maid. Idea 
is to have the boy come out and 
tell a kidding sob story. Exhib 
figures it a prolog. 
Liberal Twofers 
It is not Chicago alone which 


keeps alive the two for ones. Paui 
Gilmore’s Cherry Lane theatre, New 
York, down in Greenwich Village, 
has flooded the restaurants with 
passes good for two orchestra seats. 
A small print rider is to the effect 
that there is a surcharge of 25 
cents on $2 tickets and a four-bit 
break on the $3 section. 

If that isn’t enough the pass 
further provides that if you write 
your name and address plainly on 
the back you will receive a souve- 
nir. Passes are good any night, and 
hold until used. 


Finders Keepers 


Mobile, Ala. 

Harry Marchand, at the Crown, 
worked a novelty in connection with 
a recent giveaway night. After dis- 
tribution of prizes he announced a 
further surprise, stating that some 
% tickets had been placed under 
certain seats, which were good for 
the following night. 

With the finding of the first pass, 


house rose as a body and rub- 
bered, Tickets were thumbtacked 


to the underside. Figures to be good 
only once, as a repeat would have 
the early birds frisking the entire 
theatre, 


Lent Is Coming 


Might be a good idea to remem- 
ber that Lent is coming. 

One successful scheme in the past 
has been to offer a series of morn- 
ing shows based on travel films and 
with a lecture, One manager, a 
couple of years ago, made a real 
cleanup with a series of views of 
the Holy Land, which had been 
produced by Pathe and which had 
gone back on the shelf after its 
initial runs. A local minister was 
glad to lecture with the films. As 
undated material the films were in- 
expensive. 


Make Them Work 


A theatre down south gave away 
eight ponies as an advertising stunt. 
It helped the box office, but it is 
to be questioned whether it was 
not a waste of money, no matter 
how many tickets were sold. 

Much more can be gotten from 
a single pony given the child selling 
the most tickets or obtaining the 
most votes, and that leaves seven 
more to be used in later stunts. 
It may sound opulent, but it’s not 
so good. 


Grit Tickets 

Some time ago it was told that a 
showman hung up small door prizes 
for rainy nights to get them out in 
the weather. Now comes a slightly 
different slant. Another manager 
issues ‘grit tickets’ to all who turn 
out when the weather is bad. 
Each stub carries a different num- 
ber, and five of these are good for 
an admission any day except Satur- 
day or Sunday. It virtually amounts 
to a 20% discount on inclement 
nights 








For the South 


With Warners’ four or five- 
on the Tulane-U. 8S. C. 
game said to show the legality 
of a long Tulane pass, ruled in- 
complete during the game be- 
cause the ref judged the re- 
ceiver to be out of bounds, the 
film is being sent through the 
south under the plug line of, 
‘Did Tulane Lose?’ 


reeler 











Small Size Cuts 


Every now and then someone in 
a distribution office gets out a set 
of small sized halftones for use in 
newspaper work. Generally these 
are about one inch wide. They are 
supposed to be handy in illustrating 
a space. 

Not many exhibs 
cause most have discovered that 
either the cut fills up and prints 
as a black smudge, or it stays open 
and looks like a bunch of dots. 
Even a one column cut is nothing 
to brag about, and the stipple does 
not come into proper proportion un- 
til at least a four-inch width is used. 
It’s much better to use clean white 
space than a poor cut, and the 
white space does not call for an 
additional investment in engraving. 


use them, be- 





Lucky 


Pittsburgh. 

Snooty Junior Leaguers here were 
so annoyed last week when the so- 
ciety gals received an _ invitation 
from the Stanley to attend a pri- 
vate showing of ‘Dance Team’ at 
the WB screening room and then 
found newspaper photographers and 
reporters awaiting them. 

Girls finally agreed to see the 
film and later submitted (7?) to pho- 
tographs. Gave the Stanley a break 
anyway, for the pictures made ali 
the sassiety pages. 





ed, except the governor and mayor, 
paid, costing the theatre nothing. 
Rumors had been floating around 
that RKO did not intend to finish 
the Orpheum, but the luncheon ef- 
fectively spiked them, and a lot of 


good will was created, 


A Slight Twist 
Birmingham. 
Something a little different from 


the usual classified ad section tie-up 
is being used by George Steele, of 


the Ritz (RKO), 
Instead of offering passes for 
finders of lost words, the ‘Post’ is 


running a photograph of a sales- 
man for a firm using the classified 
department as an advertising me- 
dium. No names are mentioned, 
and the first 10 who report who the 
salesman is, whom he works for, 
what he sells, etc., are given a pair 
of tickets. 


Bouncers for ‘Pressure’ 
New York. 

Warner's distributed 10,000 rub- 
ber checks for the opening of ‘High 
Pressure,’ due at the Strand. Checks 
were in the name of a tric’: bank, 
mentioned the picture and were 
signed by ‘Gar Evans,’ lead char- 
acter in the film. 


Boxing Kiddies 
Fairmount, W. Va. 

Warner kiddie club, at the Fair- 
mount theatre, went athletic with 
such success that the management 
figures on an encore. Star stunt was 
a boxing match between boys, 9 and 
10, brothers. Other events were tugs 
of war, girls and boys. 


Silhouettes 


sronx, N. Y. 
Loew theatres have tied up with 
‘The Home News,’ local daily, for 
a ‘Who Is It?” contest, to run for 
60 days. Each day the paper will 
run the silhouette of a prominent 





BEHIND 











New York. 
Newest Publix house to open will 
be the Paramount at Glens Falls, 
N. Y., Jan. 22. It will be a straight 
picture house. Floyd Fitzsimmons, 
of the home office, preparing the in- 
augural campaign. 





Dallas. 
Palace at Overton, east Texas, 
destroyed by blaze. Operated by 
Gilbert Van Alst, exhib at Troup, 
nearby. 





Grand Rapids, 
Ed Kennelly, manager of the Re- 
gent (RKO), on enforced vacation 
through a hospital visit. 


Glens Falls, N. Y. 

Appointment of Milton Schoss- 
berg as manager of the new Para- 
mount (Publix) theatre, this city, 
announced. Schossberg has been 
manager of the State (Publix) in 
Poughkeepsie, N. Y. Local house 
opens Jan. 22. 


Mason City, Ia. 
Palace now under management of 
A. G. Larson, coming here from 
Chicago. J. M. Heffner, former 
manager, goes to Strand with stock 
out and pictures back. 


Akron, O. 
Charles Smith named manager of 
Shea’s Colonial. Succeeds L. B. 
Cool, to Pittsburgh to manage the 
Fulton, another house of the chain. 


Birmingham, 
C. P. Harper has disposed of the 
Whiteway theatre, at Selma, to S. 
R. Duke and John Sainsting. Name 
changed to Carolina theatre. 


New York. 

Al Harstn, although a stockholder 
in Manhattan Playhouses, which 
controls the Regun, Harlem, among 
others, is out as manager of that 
house. He has gone into the the- 
atrica] printing business. 

Al Sterling has succeeded Nat 
Waller as manager of the Harlem 
Opera House, pictures, 


Bronx. 
xilbert Josephson, at one time 
manager of the Willis for Consoli- 
dated Amuse.nent Enterprises, back 
with that circuit in charge of ad- 
vertising and publicity. 

A. Levy has resigned ‘is execu- 
tive position with the Picture Guild, 
controlling a number of Bronx pic- 
ture houses. George Abrahamson 
has succeeded him. 


Toledo. 
The Ritz, Grand and Lyric, owned 
by Kerwin and Ritzler, have been 





leased for 12 years by the Tiffin 
Amusement Co. of Cleveland, Louis 





resident of the community, with 
readers to guess the identity. First 
five correct guesses each merit a 
pass to a Loew house. 

the KEYS 
Israel, president, will operate the 
Grand and Ritz, Lyric remains 


dark for awhile. 


Des Moines. 

Jack Roth new city manager for 
Publix. Also succeed Willard Moore 
at the Paramount. 

Publix has made following the 
changes in the Arthur Stolte divi- 
sion: Frank Kennebeck to exploita- 
tion and publicity in New Zealand; 
succeeded at the LeClaire, Moline, 
by John C. Black, former manager 
of the Strand, Waterloo. Black fol- 
lawed by C. W. Peterson, of the 
Casino, Marshalltown. 





Hartford, Conn. 
Tom Brown, Garde, New London, 
goes to Roger Sherman, New Haven 
Levine, Roger Sherman, transferred 
to Embassy, New Britain, and La- 
valley, Embassy, goes to the Garde, 
New London, 


San Francisco. 
Joe Blumenfeld, operator of the 
Blumenfeld circuit, has taken over 
the Sequoia, Sacramento, from Emil 
Heber. Will remodel and reopen 
shortly as the Sierra. 


Los Angeles. 
Two houses, Lyric and Arizona, in 
Yuma, Ariz., reopened. Torrance the- 
atre, Torrance, Calif., also reopened; 
Lyric, Santa Paula, closed for re- 
decoration; Hemet theatre, Hemet, 


Calif., now operated by Harry Hoff- 
man, 





Chattanooga. 
Sam H. Borisky, vice-president 
Independent Theatres, Inc., an- 


nounces American theatre, 1,100- 
seater, damaged by fire last August, 
being remodeled and opens within 
seven weeks. W'‘ll resume its for- 
mer policy of feature films and stage 
shows. 


Mason City, Ia. 
A. G. Larson, former manager of 
Woods theatre, Chicago, now man- 
ager of Palace here. J. M. Heffner, 
former manager, transferred to 
Strand. Latter house reverts from 
stock to pictures, 





Waterloo, Ia. 
C. W. Peterson, former manager 
of Cosmo, Marshalltown, transferred 
here to Strand John Black, of 
Strand, to similar position at Le- 
Claire, Moline, 





Detroit. 
3utterfield Michigan Theatre has 
taken over the new theatre built by 
Edward Saether in Traverse City, 
Mich. Theatre will probably be 
called the Regent. 





Quelling Rumors 


Denver. 

Ben K. Serkowich, RKO, promote 
ed a luncheon on the stage of the 
nearly’ completed Orpheum, sched. 
uled to open Jan. 28. Invited busi- 
ness men, civic leaders and politi- 
cians to attend and house-served 
chuck wagon style. All who attende 


Thrill Tales 


New Haven. 
Paramount theatre got a load of 
publicity on ‘Jekyll and Hyde’ 
through a deal with the ‘Times’ to 
give passes for the best 75 word 
essays on the most gruesome ex-« 
periences of the writers. 


‘Frankenstein’s’ Biz 
Los Angeles. 

Saturday midnight ‘spook shows’ 
for ‘Frankenstein’ at the Orpheum 
have been a b. o. help. First Sature 
day night tryout grossed $1,200, 
house’s midnight record Idea was 
Steve Juhasz’, magician. 

He has phosphorescent ghosts flye 
ing around the house while the pice 
ture’s on, and stooges in the audie« 
ence uttering groans. 


R. R. Tickets 

Jean Finley, vet exploiteer, now 
with Publix-Dubinsky in Kansas 
City, reproduced a ticket along 
transportation lines, ‘good for one 
continuous performance to “Union 
Depot,”’ ete. Mailed in the type of 
envelopes used for tickets with the 
passenger’s name on it, etc. 


Skouras Sign Shop 
New York. 

Skouras has opened a sign shop 
in the Audubon theatre where all 
work for the Skouras houses is 
turned out by a single staff, follow- 
ing the plan in use by Fox before 
Skouras took the houses over. 

Skouras figures it a money saver, 
particularly as the stores used are 
not rented. 


Lightman Would 
Like to Sit In on 
Industry Problems 


Sitting in on policies generally af« 
fecting the industry is the 1932 ame 
bition of M. A. Lightman for the 
Motion Picture Theatre Owners of 
America. That the MPTOA is selfe 
supporting, and close to its original 
fighting strength, are points made 
by Lightman which will be stressed 
at that organization’s convention in 
Washington next month, 

Figuring prominently in the ore 
ganization’s new lease on life, with 
a paying membership reported by 
Lightman as having nearly doubled 
during the past year, is the came- 
paign for an exhibitor voice on what 
shall be fed the boxoffice, 

The indie exhibitor, as his own 
boss, can better tell the producer 
why his pictures fluctuate, Light- 
man maintains, than the circuit di- 
vision manager who reports to the 
home office. It is largely because 
of this, and at a time when the pro- 
ducers are confused as to the ace 
tions of the picture barometer, that 
the MPTOA president figures the 
indie has the best chance he has 
had to assert himself. 

In payment of dues it is admitted 
that a year ago the MPTOA was 
dependent upon circuit members for 
support. No such condition exists 
today, states Lightman, who em- 
phasizes that for every five circuit 
representatives on the organiza- 
tion’s board there are 20 simon pure 
indies. Circuit members now pay 
less than $20,000 a year in na- 


tional support of the MPTOA, it is 
claimed. 











‘MAN’ FOR MARITZA 
Hollywood, Jan. 18. 

yerman play, ‘Man Who Had No 
Private Life,’ by Otto Furth, is 
being put into screen shape by 
Arthur Kober as that writer's first 
assignment since returning to Para- 
mount from New York. 

Story will serve as the debut film 
for Sari Maritza, Par’s new foreign 


girl, George Cukor will probably 
direct. 
Edward A. Blatt, once Kober’s 


office boy, is now assistant to Ben- 
jamin Glazer, associate producer on 





the picture. 
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4 Talking Shorts 








*DER STUMME VON PORTICI’ 
Dumb Man from Portici) 


omedy 
33 Mins 
Ufa-Cosmopolitan, New York 
Ufa 


More German names in this three- 
feel comedy than usual in features 
leads to the suspicion it may have 
been originally intended for full 
length. If so, it’s smart cutting it 
down, because even as is the com- 
édy is a bit thin. 

Actors include Trude _ Berliner, 
Siegfred Arno, Karl Ettlinger, Szoke 
Szakall and Ida Wuest. 

Szakall suddenly loses his speech. 
He can’t speak. His wife, Ida 
Wuest, calls in his friends and doc- 
fors, with the malady still remain- 
ing mysterious. When the wife 
isn’t listening he explains that he 
went to a night club and lost all his 
money, which he finds unexplain- 
able to his wife, so prefers to play 
dumb. The game is given away 
when Trude Berliner as a cafe girl 


shows up and gives the wife the 
pocketbook plus the story. 

Good deal of it pretty funny, 
though one less reel would have 
helped. Kauf. 
{GIRL IN THE TONNEAU’ 
Comedy; 20 Mins. 

Loew’s, New York 
Educational 


Mack Sennett is back at his pie- 
throwing tricks, with exploding 
shells and bats substituting. There 
are cops also, but here nattily 
dressed in regular California uni- 
form. Few laughs and one or two 
spicy lines and shots which may not 
go so well with some of the censors. 

The old travesty on the reporter 
who loved the girl, and revealed to 
her father that his own choice for 
son-in-law is all wet, sums up the 
continuity thread. Subject would 


ZWERBE AUS DEM OZEAN 
(Mites of the Ocean) 
Educational 
10 Mins. 
Ufa-Cosmopolitan, New York 
Ufa 

Tiny morsels of sea life are shown 
under microscope and explained 
Good for that sort of thing, photog- 
raphy being exceptionally fine, but 
not especially interesting from an 
amusement standpoint 

In the usual Ufa manner there is 
1 trick way of getting these shorts 
started. This time the cleaner ina 


laboratory is about to throw out a 
jar of water when the professor's 
assistant arrives and tells her 


what's in the jar that she can’t see. 
Kauf. 





‘ANYBODY’S GOAT’ 

Comedy; 10 Mins. 

Loew’s, New York 
Educational 


A con game, with a goat as the 
come-on, makes this a little differ- 
ent. 

Philo McCullough, who used to 
play in features, is the lead as a 
confidence man A station agent 
outwits the sharpers when he finds 
the goat hasn’t swallowed money. 
The usual number of doors are 
slammed and pratt falls taken 

Waly. 


MAGIC CARPET SERIES 
‘Tie Tom Tom Trail’ 
8 Mos 
Embassy, New York 
Fox Movietone 

Travel and adventure 
have made Africa and the 
region almost as familiar as 
Street. 

This episode in the ‘Carpet’ se- 
ries follows the same conventionai 
lines. There are too many dancing 


pictures 
Zambesi 
Main 





be better with running time cut in|shots in it for many fans. 
half. Waly. Waly. 
, = 

WAY BACK HOME tirely out of consideration. All 


(With Songs) 


- Radio production and release. Stars Seth 


Parker (Phillips Lord), Story and adap- 
tation by Jane Murfin. Directed by Wil- 
liam Seiter. At the Mayfair, N. Y., week 
Jan. 15. Running time, 81 minutes. 

Beth Parker......eceee+e+e+++Phillips Lord 
Ma Parker, .cccccccssess+sss: Effie Palmer 
Liz ose eeeeee- Mrs. Phillips Lord 
Cephus ...ccccccccceses-- Bennett Kilpack 





.Raymond Hunter 
.Frank Albertson 
.... Bette Davis 


Gantain. ...cccceccccsessece 
David Clark...csccccseees 
Mary Taicy.. 


eee ett areeeeere 


Wobblin sccceecdebecec¢edn tuna 
Rufe Turner.....esseeeee+-.- Stanley Fields 

unaway Rose.....++...-Dorothy Peterson 
ovoie bb beveeee PEPE 





The negative or production cost 
of ‘Way Back Home’ was around 
$400,060, a lot of coin for a camp 
meeting on a screen, As entertain- 
ment the film is unbelievably bad. 

Practical showmanship is com- 
pletely lacking in all of the talker’s 
important departments — casting, 
story and technical handling. The 
latter doubtlessly was handicapped 
by the subject and thought in back 
of the venture. 

The picture business is not so 
young, nor so self-satisfied, that it 
has failed to seek new audiences. 
Expansion is always sought in the 
theatre, with new faces among the 
customers the ever-present dream 
of the showman. If the motive be- 
hind ‘Way Back Home’ was to cre- 
ate new patrons the ironic humor 
in the result is even greater. 

For every new customer drawn 
by this picture, and perhaps to see 
this picture only, 1,000 regular pa- 
trons will stay away. That is more 
of a conservative estimate than a 
severe or wild guess, because of all 
the basic principles which ‘Way 
Back Home’ violates. And even a 
non-showman in the show business 
knows, or should know, that the 
average picture-goer through con- 
stancy is much more welcome and 
desirable than the freak customer 
who comes once but never again. 

Radio bought Seth Parker (Phil- 
lips Lord) of radio on the premise 
that he’s the ‘biggest thing on the 
air.’ Seth Parker might be the big- 
gest thing on the air as far as his 
Own air audience is concerned, but 
the obvious mistake in the conclu- 
sion drawn is that Parker’s radio 
following cannot be applied to the 
theatre or secured by theatre box- 
offices. 

Parker's broadcasts on the NBC 
network are released by 50 outlets 
reaching from New York to Fal- 
mouth, Me., and the appeal is direct 
to the old folks. The gag of ‘wheel 
’em in’ is applicable to this picture, 
and though distasteful tells every- 
thing. 

New York is definitely elimi- 
nated as an important spot for this 
picture, which leaves 49 radio out- 
lets. And other large cities are 
equally doubtful. Which slices the 
total still more. Another source of 
income that’s barred is the foreign 
field. As on merit ‘Way Back Home 
is almost nil, and as Seth Parker 
is unknown abroad, that field is en- 





showmanship as non-showman 
practice it. 
On the ether Parker’s homely 


philosophies, hymn_ singing and 
countryside character material ap- 
peals almost strictly to the elderly 
and rural classes. It is well known 


within radio that Parker’s follow- 
ers are not theatre-goers. On top 
of that is their infirmity. Which 


means the field from which the pic- 
ture must draw on Parker’s own 
popularity is probably the most 
limited that any commercial pic- 
ture has ever confronted. 

As a picture ‘Way Back Home’ ts 
a flash back to the elementary days 
of film producing. The story is one 
that served the industry in its early 
days, eventually becoming so use- 
less that it was discarded alto- 
gether by the serious producers. 
The slapstick firms satirized the 
plot and used it for two-reelers. 
Nowadays even they no _ longer 
use it, 

While Parker, playing a goateed 
rube in the Chic Sale manner, but 
never a Sale in effectiveness, is pro- 
tecting the adopted son from a 
drunken and villainous father, whe 
also has lewd designs on a young 
girl character, the neighbors are 
always on the spot for community 
singing. ‘Walking Nellie Home’ and 
‘Way Down Upon the Swanee 
River’ are included in a repertoire 
of about 10 songs used in the pic- 
ture. 

This singing is what. brought 
Parker his ether audience. Some of 
his followers have purchased hymn 
books published by himself and 





Miniature Reviews 


‘Way Back Home’ (Radio). 
Seth Parker (Phillips Lord) 
from radio starred. Only for 
Parker's personal radio follow- 
ing, the old folks. Nothing for 
anyone else. Picture techni- 
cally bad and cast devoid of 
popular screen names. 

‘Two Kinds of Women’ (Par) 
New York life and love that’s 
tame as screen entertainment. 
Its comedy is all that saves it, 
lifting commonplace romance 
to where it may reach moder- 
ate grosses. Above that very 
doubtful. Draw will be title 
more than anything. Miriam 
Hopkins and Phillips Holmes a 
mal apropos pair, and neither 
to be counted on at b. o. for 
above normal business. 

‘Dance Team’ (Fox). 
program material with 
and Eilers. 


Nice 
Dunn 
Its comedy, in the 
person of Dunn, overcomes 
drawn out sequences ladened 
with sentimentality for tne un- 
employed actor. Miss Eilers 
pleasant but not so prominent. 

‘Union Depot’ (FN). Douglas 
center of fast 
action melodrama that never 
lets down. A click for all types 
of audiences, 

‘Zwei Kravaten’ (Terra). 
teresting attempt to put mod- 
ern opera on the screen, but 
fails as boxoffice. 

‘Night Beat’ (Action). Rack- 
eteering-police story. Poorly 
cast and highly fictional in its 
liberties, but all right on double 
bills. 

‘The Gay Buckaroo’ (Allied). 
Second choice for double fea- 
ture rates. Too long for a 
western. Hoot Gibson starred, 
with good support in Loy 
D‘Arcy and Merna Kennedy. 

‘Nie Wieder Liebe’ (Ufa) 
Amusing German musical, &l- 
though a bit too slow for 
Americans. Germans ought to 
like it, with Lilian Harvey's 
name spelling sure b. o. for the 
Teuton nabes. 

‘Der Andere’ (Terra). Ger- 
man variation of the ‘Jekyll 
and Hyde’ theme, expertly act- 
ed by Fritz Kortner. Germans 
ought to like it, although it 
doesn’t class with Paramount’s 
film of Stevenson’s classic. 


Fairbanks, Jr., 


In- 














they sing along with Seth in the 
parlor, with Seth coming in through 
the loud speaker. There wasn’t any 
singing by the audience at the 
Mayfair for a pretty fair reason. 
There wasn't an audience. 

The story is strictly an old style 
proposed tear jerker. It runs 81 min- 
utes and seems like 281. A taffy 
pull and a barn dance are in for 
comedy and never funny. Once Seth 
rattles an unseen piece of crockery 
under the bed, Seth getting risque? 

In the cast there isn’t a name 
that will draw attention or dime 
besides Parker. It isn’t a bad acting 
cast considering what it has to han- 
die. Another mistake—reliance upon 
Parker to carry everything in his 
first picture and with Parker not 
a theatre attraction for 90% of the 
population of America. 

At 9 p. m. Friday (15) at the 
May’ ‘r on Broadway, picture’s 
first day, there were 35 people in 
the entire balcony with downstairs 
proportionately sick. Four of the 35 
upstairs were in on passes, the 
press section, Bige. 








— 





The Woman’s Angle 








‘Der Kleine Seitensprung’ (Ufa). 
an amusing though typically 


slow paced farce. 


Harmless indiscretions worked into 


German ladies will find 


more style hints than the average German picture affords and will be 
entertained by a good humored, likeable cast. 


‘Union Depot’ (FN). Strictiy fabricated meller hides its puerility be- 
hind the swift moving action that plays over its novel railroad station 


locale. 


Suspense and sympathetic hope for the hero’s triumph over the 


villain holds the ladies’ attention throughout. 





‘Dance Team’ (Fox). Disappointing synopsis of a book that caught the 


ham-and-caviar flavor of Broadway. 


Enriched by accurate dialog and 


good performances of Sally Eilers and James Dunn. Not a strong tear- 
jerker, but a tender, humorous record that the ladies will enjoy. 


‘Way Back Home’ (Rudio). Vaudevillesque treatment applied to the 


stock situations of rural Amercian 
Younger 


will be so 


‘ TT pc TAT Y) 
fanette not 1 


bored. 


drama. 
imbered among 


Strictly old folks. 


listeners 


for the 


Seth Parker's radio 





All 
vation 


‘House Divided’ (U). 
Attempted psycho mot 


sorts of grim tragedy in a fishing village 
of the 


characters fails through muddled 


premises of the story, making the ladies impatient with the cast and 


indifferent to the drab locale, 





‘Two Kinds of Women’ (Par). 
ture 
story 
tive cast. 


divested 


A good woman's title tacked on a pic- 
of femme appeal by its inaccuracy in detail, unreality of 
and failure to realize on the potentialities of an inherently attrac- 


Two Kinds of Women 


Paramount production and release. Di- 
rected by William C. De Mille. Based on 
play, ‘This Is New York,’ by Robert E. 
Sherwood. Adaptation for screen by Ben- 
jamin Glazer. Photography by Kar! Struss. 
Co-features Miriam Hopkins and Phillips 
Holmes, At Paramount, New York, Jan. 
15. Running time, 70 mins. 

Emma Krull..... eeeeeees-Miriam Hopkins 
Joseph Greshman........+.Phillips Holmes 
Phyllis Adrian. .ccccceseeeees W¥nNe Gibson 


some other rure comedy touches, go 
a long way in lifting ‘Two Kinds cf 
Women’ to the plane where it’s at 
least agreeable entertainment. With- 
out its humor, picture would have 
been lost in a frequently dull love 
story, some lack-lustre dialog and 
glamour of big city sin that’s old 
stuff by now. Lacking the strength 
to give it the edge over average pro- 
grammers, doubts are that it'll turn 
in anything but fair grosses any- 
w here, 

The 
(despite 


and he 


Hopkins 
popularity 
unquestioned ability) and 
Phillips Holmes (despite the per- 
fect opportunities given him by 
Paramount) are not big enough box 
office to swell grosses of film due on 
its merits They do not make a 
good team in this attempt. Whether 
Holmes will ever build into marquee 
meaning or not, Miss Hopkins, who 
has better chances, can’t do it un- 
less casting is more in her favor. 

Holmes starts out with a combi- 
nation ne’er-do-well and hot-house 
flower role here, but, with tradi- 
tional scenario certainty, undergoes 


Miriam 


reasing 


names ol 


her in 


almost immediate regeneration into 
an unconvincing love interest. 
The first reel or so plants the 


theory of a South Dakota senator, 
regardless of his daughter’s views, 
that New York is steeped in iniquity 
and thus is not representative of 
the rest of the country. Going to 
New York to debate the point with 
an easterner, the daughter by 
chance gets a real insight into the 
town on meeting the playboy- 
wastrel hero. 

That he goes for her immediately 
with marriage in view five minutes 
after the meeting, and the scenario 
handling it all in wishy-washy 
fashion, makes the picture look bo- 
loney. Pertaps Benjamin Glazer 
was so unconvinced himself that he 
couldn’t write the first reel or two 
with conviction. 

Later on, as the story begins to 
pick up a little, although it stops 
now and then to go to sleep, the 
dialog is generally much more sales- 
worthy. Much is given over to the 
development of romance and the 
boy’s getting rid of a drunk mar- 
riage to a chorus girl by buying her 
off. Circumstances lead to the girl's 
plunge to death from a window, 
subsequent scandal bringing the S. 
D. senator to reconciliation with his 
daughter. As known a reel before, 
the boy is cleared and the sappy 
ending arrives with the rirl turning 
boss by saying they’ll go to South 
Dakota to settle down, 

The hinterland may like seeing 
New York panned, but sneer at the 
stew stuff. The two young women 
players who go in for that are 
Wynne Gibson and Josephine Dunn. 
They're perfect and at times more 
than usually funny. Miss Gibson 
tops any woman doing a comedy 
drunk on the screen. To Miss Dunn 
falls the assignment of being a half- 
unconscious tippler. She’s very 
good at it. 

This might have been more ap- 
pealing entertainment had Miss 
Hopkins, herself excellent, had sup- 
port opposite more in keeping with 
what folks might expect from her 
and the story. Stuart Erwin nearly 
wasted as a reporter. All he gets 
is a little news, and that didn’t 
count much, 

The senator is done capably and 
colorfully by Irving Pichel. Char. 





DANCE TEAM 


Fox production and 


release. Features 
James Dunn and Sally Eilers. Directed by 
Sidney Lanfield from Sarah Addington’s 
novel, Screen play by Edwin Burke: 
cameraman, J. Wong Howe; sound, Alfred 
Bruzlin. At the Roxy, N. Y¥., week Jan 
15, tunning time, 83 mins, 
SUMING BOGOR. 6csccceccvecewl James Dunn 
a OT Sally Eilers 
Cora Stuart.....e6. Ceoccces -Minna Gombell 
Fred Penworthy.......... Edward Crandall 
Alec Prentice SC cecccccerece Ralph Morgan 
SET OOTE. WIM. cccccecesen Harry Beresford 
Se WOO i606 000dsa ee Charlies Williams 
The struggles of a couple who 
would be ballroom dancers. It 
should do nicely without causing a 
furore, helped no little by the mo- 


mentum of ‘Bad Girl,’ which 
launched the Dunn-Eilers combina- 
tion. Considering that this picture 
is reported to have cost only $160,- 
000, that’s a different angle and 
from such a viewpoint it’s highly 
satisfactory. 

But looking at it on the screen 
‘Dance Team’ is spotty in its enter- 
tainment and too often reveals a 
tendency to drag, all of which could 








have been attended to by cutting. It 


Haweer ..cccce ecccccecceccecsmtuart Erwin 
Senator Krull...cccccccccseesIrving Pichel 
GlasSMAN cecccsccccccccenceeStaniey Fields 
Toyce cccccccceccccctsecess,cnmes Cran 
Helen seeesece ceececcce Vivienne Osborne 
Clarissa Smith. Le aay Josephine Dunn | 
Tim Gohagen..... Robert Emmett O' Connot 
Murchard ccccccecccccccescses Larry Steers 
FOGM  ccccece Ccceccseoce eeee Adrienn Ames 
Shiela .... .cecsccccccccceesecs..Ciaire Dodd 
Babe Sevito0..ceces 066066 6eaes Terren Ray 
Mire. BowWOR.cccccccscectdececes June Nash 
ee, Wes 0.600.006 46eeeeur Kent Taylor 
Dep. Police Commissioner..Edwin Maxwell 
Radio Annourcer........ Lindsay McHarrie 
Two swell stews, both women, and 





would unwind as a better program 
effort with 10 minutes out. Its 
laughs and the performance of 
Dunn, however, will pull it through 
pleasantly. 

The cause of the delays in reach- 
ing the destination is the director’s 
penchant to almost let the film dee 
velop into an actor’s lament. Eme- 
phasizing the heartaches of out of 
work performers, who are script 
sidelights, carries no tear for the aue 
dience, shifts attention from the ine 


terest developed in the ambitious 
kids and provides just so many 
lapses. These passages spasmodic- 
ally annihilate the tempo evoked 


through Dunn and upon each occa- 
sion the picture merely has to start 
all over again. That such treat- 
ment is not completely ruinous is 
to be attributed to the value in the 
dialog, its delivery by Dunn and the 
pleasant foiling of Miss Bilers. 

Main source of comedy is the 
boy’s complete self-confidence in his 
ability as a dancer and his naivete 
concerning money matters, wherein 
he continuously overquotes and, in 
the next breath, as innocently cor- 
rects himself by stating the true 
and much lower figure. Story care 
ries the couple from a chance meet- 


ing to the featured dancers in a 
class night club. On the way they 
Win a dancehall contest, are pre- 
vented from opening in a cheap 
chow-meinery by an accident, but 
leap from Coney Island to the hi- 
hat cafe on a break. Follows the 
splitting up of the team through 


Dunn's groundless jealousy over the 
attentions of a wealthy suitor to his 
partner and the dance duo’s ultimate 
reunion after Dunn has hit bottom 
since the parting. Means to the 
reconciliation is the old monologist, 
become a night watchman, whom 
the youngsters had befriended. 

The script’s lighter moments are 
made wholly delightful by Dunn and 
are sufficiently abundant to rate 
‘Dance Team’ as pleasant entertain- 
ment. It is in the forced pathos, 
thick with superfluous sentimentalé- 
ity, that the undermining occurs. 
Lanfield has even carried this so far 
as to twice show Dunn in prayer, 
the first time drawing an uninten- 
tional laugh when he pleads for the 
Success of the girl—the audience 
supposition being that the self-con- 
fident lad has no fears for himself. 
This takes place on the brink of 
their first professional opportunity 
which never materializes. 

Technically, the picture holds 
everything to be desired. Camera 
and sound work is good, though the 
Roxy amplification developed a bad 
tremolo opening night at the first 
show, and the settings are ade- 
quate. Principal cast secondary is 
Harry Beresford as the aged and 
long idle vaude performer. First 
impression will be that Beresford 
over-plays throughout, but this fact 
can also be attributed to direction. 
Minna Gombel is distinctly a minor 
consideration, limited by footage, 
and Ralph Morgan, from legit, han- 
dles a small part convincingly as 
the millionaire with a hobby for 
running cafes. Charles Williams also 
makes realistic the impression of a 
Broadway agent. 

‘Dance Team’ is an interesting 
study for it was turned out under 
the present era of stress on the 
coast and at something less than 
the desired low cost figure. An ex- 
cellent studio submission to the the- 
atres from this angle, the picture 





might have been’ unqualifiedly 
stamped as sterling with better 
editing. Sid. 
First National production and release, 
Starring Douglas Fairbanks, Jr.: directed 
by Alfred E. Green. From play by Joe 
Laurie, Jr., Gene Fowler and Douglas 


Durkin; adaptation by Kenyon Nicholson 
and Walter De Leon. and dialog by Kubee 
Glasmon and John Bright. Assistant die 
rector; Al Alborn; cameraman, Sol Polito; 
film editor, Jack Killifer. At the Winter 
Garden, New York, Jan. 15. Running 
time, 66 minutes, 

Chic ....ees+++0e08..D0ug, Fairbanks, Jr. 
RUTH ..cccccccccccccccetcos.J0Qn Blondell 
Scrap Iron....ccoccccccsscssseeGuy Kibbee 
rrr 
Bernardi .....seeceesee++..George Rosener 
Kendall ....ccccccccscccscs- David Landas 


|. ae PRE ERP: Mary Doran 
Incidental bits by Claire McDowell, 
Dickie Moore, Lucille La Verne, Junior 


Coughlan, Spencer Tracy and many others, 


A bing-bing, action melodrama, 


good enough to start a vogue for 
swift melos and in any event a ree 
lease promising important money 
for all spots from Broadway to 
Main street. A first rate build-up 
subject for young Fairbanks, who 
turns in one of the best human ine- 
terest performances of his career. 


Altogether first grade commercial 
film bringing credit to everybody 
concerned in its making with top 
honors going to the writing staff 
for creation and next the playing 
of a trimly rounded out cast. Die 
rector Green in turn rates a bow. 

Picture has the sure popular 
touch, but besides that it has subtle 
angles and characterizations that 
deliver a punch to the more sophis- 
ticated. For the fan mob there ig 
fast and intricate melodramatic ace 
tion involving the pursuit of coune 
terfeiters in and out a railroad de« 
pot, a thrilling thief chase with sene 
sationally angled shots around fast 
moving railroad locomotives, be- 


sides a first rate comedy slant and 
fairly interesting romance. 
lor the wise filmgoers there are 


(Continued on page 29) 
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KEEPING UP 


WITH F. & M. 


What Stars and Grads of 


the Circuit Are Doing 
and Where and Why 


Boosting Ed Again 


Ed Lowry, young man trying to 
go along in show bizness, got big 
boost from “Circus Days” Idea at 
Skouras Brothers’ Audubon, New 
York. This transpired when acro- 
bats tossed him high in air in trick 
bouncing act, with Mrs. Lowry’s 


boy liking it so much he will here- 
after appear only with F. & M. 
units. Dividing week between Au- 
dubon and Academy of Music, 


Betty and Celebs 

“Star Night at Cocoanut Grove” 
fis revealed on stage for first time, 
thanks to F. & M. and Betty Comp- 
gon, whose “Star Night” Idea opens 
this week at Loew’s State, Los An- 
geles. Along with Betty at the 
Grove will be seen Charley Chaplin, 
Fanny Brice, Harry Langdon, 
Laurel and Hardy, Joe E. Brown, 
Anna May Wong and Lupe Velez. 
In person? No—in impersonation, 
ef course. 






Tradition Smashed 


Vaude legend that few stage 
acrobats ever tasted circus tanbark, 
but learned their tricks in a gym, 
gets terrific kick from the Lucky 
Boys, who do marvelous stunts in 
Larry Ceballos’ “Swiss Movements” 
Idea. Scrapbook reveals they were 
sensational features with both 
Ringling Brothers and Barnum and 
Bailey, which is reputation enough 
for any neck risker. 













Changes and “Gobs” 


Shifts bring Henry Phillips into 
James LaMarr’s part in, “Mont- 
martre” Idea, and Ross Wyse in 
Arthur LeFleur’s in “Fine Feathers.” 
Pat West’s new “Gobs of Joy” has 
been called “Gobs of Joy in Pa- 
nama,” but complete cast isn’t an- 
nounced. If new “Gobs” hits like 
first one did, possibility of “Gobs” 
idea being extended into an annual 
series, 






—_———_ 


Barron Did It 


Lionel Keene says there Ought to 
Be a Law to stop columns like this 
giving division managers credit for 
ad stunts pulled by individual man- 
agers. Refers to “Rhapsody in 
Rythm” campaign by Carter Bar- 
ron, Fox Theatre, Atlanta, er- 
roneously attributed to his boss, 
Keene. That's a boss, spotlighting 
his subordinates; no wonder Loew’s 
Southern Division doesn’t cry about 
depressions, 





—_—_—_—- 


Lake Swell Copy 


“Midnite” Idea title changed to 
“Arthur Lake and His Hollywood 
Relations,” which sells the boy 
movie star to better advantage. Ar- 
thur trouped before, with mother 
in tent show, as mere child. Sold 
candy during intermission. Great 
interview copy, this kid. Support- 
ing cast has Arthur Petley, Nash 
and Fately, Libonati Trio and the 
Gautiers, P. A.’s like Hollander, 
Schader and Brager can hardly 
wait for this one. 


“Parade” Hits 


Harry Crull, Fox Washington, 
confirms opinion of David Idzal, 
Fox Philly, that new Eastern pro- 
duced Idea, “On Parade,” is good 
entertainment. This was,the show 
Leonidoff directed on recent East- 
ern visit and broke in at Jersey 
City. Manager Harry Jackson says 
Philadelphia Inquirer’s notice is 
strongest ever given any unit, clos- 
ing with this: “One of those F. & M. 
offerings that have come to be more 
pleasing than many full length re- 
vues.” Some notice! 



































1000 
~NEW 


FACES 


EVERY YEAR 













Fanchon & Marco supply the 


breaks that make names. 


For more than ten years Fanchon & 
Marco have built up acts from two-figure con- 
tracts to those running in thousands. 





Mary Lewis, Frances Williams, Abe 
Lyman, Jack Haley, Paul Ash, Armida, Lyda 
Roberti, N ancy Carroll, The Dixons, The Gale 


Quadruplets— and many others — got their big 
start with F, & M. 














Knock on the door of 
opportunity. VISIT... 
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Stock Market 





(Continued from page 10) 


the theatre list jumped an aggre- 
gate of 20 points. Dealings in com- 
mon stocks were on a large scale, 
while trades in the preferred issues 
and in the bonds were in relatively 
minor volume. 

Senior Issues All Up 

Detailed examination of gains in 
bonds and preferred shares is in- 
teresting. Nota single senior stock 
or bond showed a net loss on the 
week. Consolidated film, pf., was up 
%; Keith preferred was up 8 and 
the senior Lowe stock jumped 7. 
Orpheum preferred advanced 5% to 
12% after touching 144%. Universal 
$8 preferred soared about 7 and 
even the Warner preferred scored 
an advance of 1%. All these appre- 
eiations were on minor volume, sug- 
gesting repurchase of stock sold 
against the box in December, by 
longs who after all do not care to 
abandon their investment position. 
There can be nothing but a favor- 
able construction put on this rec- 
erd, since it represents an investors’ 
and not a speculators’ attitude and 
hence ought to be based a pro- 
founder study of basic things. 

In the bond list the gains were 
not so striking, except in the sen- 
gational rebound of the Warner 
liens, which moved up almost 9 
points on fairly heavy volume, The 
Warner bonds, of course, were sell- 
{ng at bankruptcy prices at 25 and 
were logically entitled to a broad 
recovery, with tax selling also prob- 
ably figuring in the movement. 
There is another consideration here, 
reviving an old Street story to the 
effect that whatever Warners’ fu- 
ture is going to be, in any change of 
ownership or control, the important 
element in its destinies is going to 
be the ownership of the bonds. 
Loew’s bonds did little, putting a 
not-so-optimistic complexion on 
that unit’s prospects. The new Par- 
amount-Publix bonds did rather 
well, while the old liens were quiet 
and duller, probably explainable by 
a difference in banking sponsorship. 

Common stocks acted only fairly 
Well. For one thing Loew appeared 
to run into offerings at and above 
30 with the stock’s sponsors ap- 
parently content to maintain a level 
within the range 27-29, recalling 
that during moments of genera! 
market strength during the rise, 
there have been suggestions of dis- 
tribution in Loew. 

Paramount’s pool that started so 
ageresively appeared to calm down 
during the week to Saturday. Turn- 
over reached the respectable total 
of 102,000 shares, all within a range 
of 95 and 11%, which seems a nar- 
row price zone for all that activity. 
Net result of the churning around 
of stock for six trading sessions 
Was a net decline of 4%. On the 
surface the implication is that the 
pool was lightening its load, but at 
the same time it is conceivable that 
the price movement may have been 
@ market maneuver to coax in a 
short interest. 


The Short Account 
_ This is an interesting point at the 
minute. On the advance since Jan. 
4 the bears have time and again 
tested the bull sponsorship by put- 
ting out short lines. At the Satur- 
day close U. S. Steel was lending at 
a premium of 3/16, an almost un- 
precedented figure, representing a 
cost of $37.50 to carry the stock 
over to Monday per 100 shares. To- 
gether with commissions and tax 
that represents around $72, so that 
a short seller of Saturday would 
have td get an edge of % on Mon- 
day to cover and stay even. The 
old axiom used to be that high 
lending premiums represented an 
extended short account. But that 
may not be so true under present 
conditions, the market itself being 
disposed to discourage short selling, 





due to pending investigaticns both 
in the New York and Washington 
legislatures, 

In any event it would be good 
tactics for the Paramount clique to 
encourage 2 short account, for 
forced covering probably is its best 
hope for disposing of stock higher 
up, there being a very unconsider- 
able public buying element in the 
market. 

Fox showed minor activity, prob- 
ably the result of a scattered long 
play based on the general improve- 
ment in industrial prices. Neither 
volume, price enhancement or net 
change tended to give the campaign 
importance in the amusement group 
picture. Warner Bros. made a more 
impressive showing, moving up %, 
a figure that doesn’t look important 
in itself but nevertheless represents 
nearly a 25% gain from the price 
of 3 a week earlier, Attention may 
have been drawn to Warners by the 
spectacular activity in the bonds, 


RKO New Jump 


RKO (new) soared nearly 50%, 
gaining 2% net to 6% after touch- 
ing 7 twice. At the same time the 
new debentures with trust certifi- 
cates attached started trading on 
the Curb bond list and moved up 
to 105 for units of $100 principal. 
Several of the financial writers 
were disposed to scoff at this fig- 
ure, seeking to make the point that 
the $6 premium represented an ap- 
praisal of the value of the attached 
stock. That view is scarcely valid. 
Each $100 of RKO principal carries 
with it 15 shares of stock (on the 
basis of % of a share with each $5 
of principal), which would put a 
value on the stock of 40 cents a 
share. 

But that does not follow because 
there is no reason arbitrarily to as- 
sume that the market has appraised 
the bonds at par. The $105 may 
represent, for instance, $95, or any 
other figure you like for the bond, 
and the rest for the stock. These 
certificates, inseparable from _ the 
debentures, are not the same as the 
RKO (New) traded in on the Big 
Board. The latter description repre- 
sents stock issued to old holders in 
the ratio of one for four of old 
RKO. Volume in the New was im- 
pressive as indicating the amount 
of old holders who did not accept 
the $5 assessment offer. 

That point suggests a reason for 
the high price for the debentures. 
Assuming that a very large percen- 
tage of old stock holders failed to 
accept the exchange, it follows that 
Radio Corp., as underwriter of the 
unsubscribed portion, took a large 
amount. All RCA needs of the RKO 
voting stock is 51%, and it is pos- 
sible that it is anxious to market 
whatever amount above that total 
it has on hand. Hence, it might 
well make a market for the pur- 
pose of distributing the surplus. 

Incidentally, the striking jump 
of 5% in the old Orphcum pre- 
ferred and 8 in Keith preferred, 
arises from the announcement of 
the RKO board that Orpheum is 
exchangeable two for 1 into RKO 
(new) and the Keith preferred is 
exchangeable 3 for 1 of the same 
stock. The RKO certificate of in- 
corporation was amended to make 
this possible. Until the announce- 
ment, it was not clear what the 
status of the two senior stocks 
would be under the RKO capitaliza- 
tion. Before the bond issue and 
deflation of the stock, Orpheum pre- 
ferred was convertible into RKO 
two for one and Keith, three for 
one, but it was not clear whether 
the recapitalization did not apply 
also to the old preferred stocks, 
making Orpheum worth one-half 
share of RKO and Keith worth 
three-quarters, 

Since the point was clarified both 
stocks have held to parity of their 
conversion ratio. 


Summary for week ending Saturday, Jan. 16: 
STOCK EXCHANGE 


1931-32——, Net che. 

High. Low. Sales. Issue and rate. High. Low. Last. for wk. 
9 156 100 American Seat......seeeeees aves 2 2 2 4 
15 3% 1,200 Consol. Fiim......sccccccccccss . 5% 4% 4% —% 
18% ™ 2,100 Consol. Film pfd. (2)...e+eee0- » 11% 9% 10% +% 
185% 73 26,300 Eastman Kodak (8)...seseceere 87% 78 85% +5% 
38% 216 18,200 Fox, Class A.....cccees eveenees 53— 3% 4% +% 
51%, 22% 147,600 Gen. Elec (1.60)...cccccesceees . 26% 23% 24% + % 
15% Wy 17,600 Gen. Thea. Eq. n...eecceeees eee 1M % 1 + % 
101% 10 200 Keith pref. (T)..iseeeeseseeeees 20% 20 20 «+8 
63% 231% G2,.F0O ECR Chee cccicecccocvecsevoss - 31% 27% 29% +1% 
98 56 500 = Do pref. (6%4)....-cesccceeeces 69 64 69 +7 
7% 2 1,100 Madison Sq. Garden.....+.eee ° 2% 21 +. 

27 15 400 Met-G-M pref. (1.89)....+.seeee 2214 2 2% 86+3% 
75 4% GRD Orph, POL. coc cccccccoscccccscce 14% 10% 12 +5% 
50% 5% 102,700 Paramount (2.50 6tk)....... coon 688% % 04% —% 
2% M4 3,700 Pathe Exchange.......++++. eeeee % % _—. = 
oe 1% 3,900 Pathe, Class A..... eovcccece coe (25% % 24 + % 
27'y 544: 104,40D Radiq Corp... .cccsccoccccsccccce 9% 6% 8&4 +1% 
7 2% SL PEO, BOW. ccccccvcvccesvsssoese 7 4% 6% +2 
9% 1s GP BMUCTE ccc ccccccscscocsecsceses % % a) + % 
5715 24 150 Universal pref. (8).ccccccsesess 447% 38 41% +6% 
203% 2% GES Warmer WreGs «occ cccctesaceqerves 4%, 3 3% + * 
4014 8! 100 = Do Pref. (8.85)....cccccocccees 12 12 12— +1% 
107% 197% 164,600 Westinghouse (214)....seeeceeess 30" 24 29% tn 
5% 8 GOO Zenith Radio. ...0s.ccVisccosedt ‘ 1% 1 1's - %& 

CURB 

221, 215 300 Columbia Picts., v.t.c....secceee 44 3% “4 
81 1 13,000 De Forest Radio.....sscesseees 1% 1% ™% a 

A 12 25 Educat. Pict®., pl. ..ccsececcoces 12 12 12 1% 
a4 %e 3,800 Fox ‘theitres. = ..ssecercoveee 1% 5% % * 
31% 2, 14,200 Gen. Thea. Eq. pf. (314)...-.60- 1% 7% 1% % 
154, 154 1,000 Technicolor ...cicccccciccccsece 3°, 2% 3% %s 
1314 1% 2.400 Trans LUX.....ccccccccccccccccs 2% 1% 2 % 

BONDS 

a4 2 $32,000 Gen. Thea. Eq. °40.......00000- 7% 4 7% ' 
(S'2 45 Ae te eee 45 ! 45 1 
one 7 ZB,GCR Tae CE *6hs i cccicseccececees &2 792 $i 

bo SE as eaee ER ig 5a las 

oa sala 24,000 Par-Fam-Lasky 6's, '47...++.0++ D4 4S u , 1 
on ost 58,000 Par-Pub 51’, '59.......sc0cceee 49 44 47 +3 
=. 1's ZO0O Shabert O8.........00.cccccccscese 345 31 3} + 
74k 25 115,000 Warner Bros. 6's, '39....ee ee 40 29 $b tTS% 


| shares, 





Theatrical Attractions, Inc., New York, 
,|10 shares no par increased to 1,000 
|shares no par. 
The Recital Theatre, Inc., New York, 
$1,000 increased to $6,500. 
Change eof Name 
From Argosy Pictures Corp., New 


i York, 


U Shelves Puzzlers 


Hollywood, Jan. 18. 


Four stories have been weeded 
out from current possibilities at 
Universal and will be put on the 
shelf indef. They were decided un- 
fit for various reasons, 

The plots, all original, are ‘Gal- 
lery Gods’, ‘Fate’, ‘Boulevarde’, and 
‘Ural’, 








JUDGMENTS 


Reginald Hammerstein; 
bert; $468.18, 


Bathgate Amus. Corp.; Aetna Life 
Ins. Co.; $82.19. 


P, Al- 


Mary Brown Warburton; Mare! 
Works, Inc; $1,019.58. 
Max Weiser; P. Landau; $2,777.35. 


William M. Gerson and Mrs. Ger- 
son’s Grill; S. Gottlober; $160.84, 


Triangle Film Corp.; F. F. Weiss; 
$1,544.10, 


Tobis Vanderbilt Theatre Corp.; 


Continental Theatre Accessories, 
Inc.; $4,804.18, 


Richmount Pictures Inc., and 
David J. Mountain; Lee Art Studios 
of California; $2,769.85, 





POSTPONE ‘CLOUDY’ 


Paramount has 
shelved ‘Cloudy With Showers,’ 
Thomas Mitchell’s play, scheduled 
for Frederic March and Claudette 
Colbert. 

Par originally intended to work 
on the film in Astoria immediately 
after buying it several months ago. 
Script was later sent to Hollywood. 


temporarily 





KEATON’S ‘PLUMBER’ 


Buster Keaton’s next picture, 
based on the play, ‘Her Cardboard 
Lover,’ is to be released under the 
title of ‘The Passionate Plumber,’ 

While the last Keaton comedy, 
‘Sidewalks of New York,’ was kept 
out of the Capitol, New York, 
‘Plumber’ is on the schedule there 
for a February date, 





Incorporations 





New York 
Albany, Jan. 18. 

New Melrose Theatre Corp., theatrical, 
10 shares no par. 

M. Vandal and Ch. Delaec, Inc., Man- 
hattan, theatrical, $20,000. 

Empire Enterprises, Inc., 
theatrical, 200 shares no par. 

Nassau Films, Inc., Manhattan, picture 
business, $1,000. 

Whirlwind Amusements, Ine., Roch- 
ester, pictures, plays, entertainment of 
all kind, 200 shares no par. 

Yeslah Amusement Corp., Manhattan, 
theatrical, $5,000. 

Blaked Amusement Corp., Manhattan, 
theatrical of all kind, $5,000. 

Jazz City, Ine., Manhattan, theatrical 
productions of all kind, 675 shares—75 
preferred, $1,000, and 500 no par. 

Crown Electrical Corp., New York, 
pictures, 200 shares no par. 

Henry Dreyfuss, Inc., New York City, 
theatrical and stage supplies, of all 
kinds, 600 ,shares no par. 

Popular Productions, Ine., 
1,000 shares no par, 

American Civic Theatre, Inc., Manhat- 
tan, theatrical, $20,000. 

The Playhouse, Inc., Matinecock, the- 
atrical, 100 shares no par. 

Memories, Inec., Manhattan, theatrical, 
$20,000. 

Vanderbilt Play Co., Inc., Manhattan, 
theatrical productions, $60,000. 

Kissena Amusement Corp., Queens, 
theatrical, places of amusement, 200 
shares no par. 

Adsons Productions, Ine., Manhattan, 
theatrical, 300 shares—200 preferred $100 
and 100 no par. 

Film Deliveries, Inc., Mannattan, the- 
atrical, $5,000. 

Ramas Theatre Corp., New York, gen- 
eral theatrical, 100 shares no par. 

Empire Pictures Corp., Manhattan, 
pictures, 100 shares no par. 

Berry Brothers Theatrical Enterprises, 
Inc., Manhattan, $5,000. 

Lincoln Pictures, Ine., Manhattan, 
films, machinery. 1,000 shares preferred 
$25 and 200 common no par, 

Alta Phonofilm Company, Inc., New 
York, films, $20,000. 

Central Film Corp., Manhattan, films, 
$10,000. 

Rex Theatre, the- 

the- 


Manhattan, 


theatrical, 


Ine., Manhattan, 
atrical, $10,900. 
Blessed Event Corp., Manhattan, 


atrical, $25,000. 
California 


Sacramento, Jan. 18. 
First National Amusement Co., County 
of Los Angeles. (Vending machines and 
amusement devices.) Capital stock $25,- 
000, $3 subscribed, Claude L. Langley, 
Murray Margolith (both Ocean Park), 
David C. Marcus, Los Angeles, ‘ 
Dissolution of W. F. Alder Explora- 


tions, Inec., County of Los Angeles, (Or- 

ganized 1923 for travel pictures.) 
Universal -Broadcasting Corp., County 

of Los Angeles. Capital stock 80,000 


non subscribed. 
Frederick L, 
tine. 


Wendeil Smith, 
Botsford, Charles S, Valen- 


Change of Capital 





to Tower Productions, Inc. 


Committees Out of 





RKO’s Failure to 


Pay Orpheum Preferred Dividends 


Another L. I. Date 


Paramount’s indecision on its 
Long Island studio may be over. 
Latest report is that the plant 
closes March 1. 


Whatever single reel shorts are 
to be made in the east will then be 
shot on the Paramount newsreel 
stage in the Manhattan lab. 


RADIO PRUNES 
SALES LINEUP 


In readjustment of the distribu- 
tion department of Radio-Pathe, 
with Ned Depinet as vice-president 
in charge, and Charles Rosenweig 
as his general sales manager, all 
district manager posts are being 
eliminated with one exception. This 
is Los Angeles where Harry Cohn 
will remain over the Pacific Coast 
district. 

W. E. Calloway, Dallas, and Lou 
Kutinsky, district manager of the 
east out of New York, are to become 
special field representatives for 
their respective territories, 

Eddie McEvoy, Chicago district 
manager, shifted there from the 
eastern district when Radio and 
Pathe welded, is reported out. He 
was a carry-over from the Joseph 
P. Kennedy regime in Pathe. Be- 
fore going west, Joe Schnitzer, 
Radio president, dismissed Cleve 
Adams, Pittsburgh branch manager, 
Abe Schnitzer, shorts product head, 
and Earl Kramer, h. o. representa- 
tive in London, 

Depinet holds a long term contract 
as vice-president in charge of dis- 
tribution for RKO-Pathe, to which 
post he was brought from Warner- 
First National last spring. 

Two division managers under the 
new setup are Jerry Saffron, for the 
eastern half of the country and 
Cress Smith for the west. 

After placing the distribution de- 
partment in order following their 
appointments, Depinet and Rosen- 
zwieg left Sunday (17) for the 
Coast to confer with Hiram SS. 
Brown, Lee Marcus, Joseph I. 
Schnitzer and David O. Selznick on 
coming and next season’s product. 
They will be gone two to three 
weeks. 


Raw Stock Companies 


Now Operate on 147 
Possible Net Profit 


Hollywood, Jan. 18. 

With raw positive and negative 
film at its lowest price, additional 
headaches have been added to the 
worries of raw stock distributors 
by the personal likes and dislikes 
of cameramen. Film supply houses 
are at loss over which type of film 
to keep in stock, 

Popularity of high speed film is 
divided between the regular high 
speed stock and the new grayback. 
Not a few cameramen prefer the 
older panchromatic film. For dub- 
bing purposes, stock houses still 
must keep on hand orthochromatic 
film, now in the discard for direct 
photography. 

Choosy Photogs 

Film, highly perishable, is shipped 
west in small quantities to the stock 
houses. Emulsion is numbered so 
that the cameraman, by checking 
the last batch of film he used, can 
tell just how old the film is. All 
cameramen hold out for the large 
serial numbers, knowing they are 
late shipments. For this reason the 
stock houses cannot carry film for 
any length of time because the 
cameramen will pass it up. 

According to the luck they have 
been having, cameramen shift from 
one type of film to the other con- 
tinually. Distributors never know 
which will be popular next month. 

For the past six months, with 
raw negative down to four cents a 
foot, and positive at one and one- 
half cents—the lowest it has ever 
been—distributors have been oper- 
ating on a possible net profit of 
around 1%%, probably the lowest 
maximum net of any business on 
record. 














A Preferred Stockholders Protec- 
tive Committee of the Orpheum Cir- 
cuit, Inc., a subsidiary of RKO, has 


Andrew M. Lawrence as its chair- 
man. The committee has its address 
as the First National: Bank blidg., 
Chicago. Signing a letter dated 


Jan. 9, last, detailing objectives of 
the committee and requesting a 
subscription by Orpheum Preferred 
stockholders of 10c a share toward 
expenses of the committee are 
Harry Borns, B. F. Farroll, Mrs, 
Jos. M. Finn, A. Friedmann, J. H. 
Harris, Mrs. Caroline E. Kohl, An- 
drew M. Lawrence, Asher Levy, 
J. M. Livingston, Frank S. Rivers 
and Samuel Rosenthal. 

The stockholders’ committee states 
it is primarily organized to check 
up on charges and allocations to 
Orpheum Circuit (West of Chicago) 
houses on the RKO chain, to pre- 
vent if possible more and larger 
deficits annually. Should the pres- 
ent deficits continue, says the pros- 
pectus of the committee and RKO 
continue to assume them, in time 
RKO will take over the Orpheum 
circuit for its indebtedness, leaving 
nothing for the Orpheum Preferred 
stockholders. With the dividend de- 
faulted on the Orpheum’s 8% pre- 
ferred, the prospectus exudes alarm 
over the situation, 

Independents 

Martin Beck, one of the largest 
Orpheum Preferred’s stockholders, 
appears to be acting as an in- 
dependent holder for his own pro- 
tection through RKO, while Mrs. 
Cc. E. Kohl, though on the list of 
signers of the committee's letter, is 
also taking her own initiative in at- 
tempting to protect her interests in 
Orpheum. 

Lawrence, chairman of the com- 
mittee and a former newspaper 
man well known in Chicago, is said 





to be a holder of 700 shares of 
Orpheum Preferred, which at par, 
would amount to $70,000. Harry 
Borns, who is assisting Lawrence 
on the committee, is the husband of 
the former Mrs. Charles Castle, who 
is a heavy holder, as is Mrs, Kohl 

Another committee is reported 
forming on the Pacific Coast where 
the Orpheum Circuit originated 40 
years ago. Its leaders are the 
Myerfeld-Lansburgh group. Still 
another committee is reported as 
possible from the former Richard- 
son-Hill bankers of Boston, who 
underwrote the Orpheum combine 
with Keith-Albee for the New Eng- 
land section, 

There appears two positive angles 
among the groups or committees; 
one sought for by the Beck or Kohl 
movement is for a separate theatre 
operator of the western Orpheum 
end of the RKO chain, as reported 
efsewhere in this issue, while the 
other is the desire by the commit- 
tees of an audit of the charges 
against the Orpheum Circuit on the 
RKO books. Some of these ques- 
tioned changes are reported as film 
rentals paid by Orpheum houses. 
Many of them are film rentals paid 
by the theatres to the RKO picture 
producing companies, Radio Pic- 
tures and RKO-Pathe. 

Tho letter outlines the committe’s 

campaign: 
‘If the operations of Orpheum Cir- 
cuit, Inc., continue to show a loss 
there will be a constantly growing 
deficit from operations and a corre- 
sponding increase in the debt from 
Orpheum Circuit in RKO. 

‘Unless a radical change is effect- 
ed quickly the time will be not far 
distant when RKO will be in a posi- 
tion to take over all the properties 
of the Orpheum Circuit in payment 
of its advances and loans, which 
would mean a loss of their entire in- 
vestment to the preferred stockhold- 
ers of Orpheum. 

‘It is therefore of the utmost im- 
portance that the strictest super- 
vision be maintained over the 
charges made by RKO against Or- 
pheum Circuit for general expenses, 
salaries, administrative overhead 
and like items, and that both the 
subsidiary and the parent company 
|} have competent management to in- 
sure operations at a profit. 

‘The committee will make every 
effort to secure representation for 
the preferred stockholders on the 
boards of both companies, will take 
| Vigorous and determined action to 
|secure proper and competent man- 
| “gement, will endeavor to check ex- 
travagance and waste and to bring 
about resumption of dividends on 
the preferred stock at the earliest 
possible date,’ 
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“EMMA” goes into action! 


[ieee aegis. seep gmMR nee ‘ee 
ee ee) ere > . pas 
ves x, : 


Read ’em carefully, gentlemen, 
they’re golden words! 


ET EES LEBEN ORT EE 
= ~ EE Sir GEO Se ee Ee 


PITTSBURGH—Way ahead of “Mata Hari” and 
“Possessed” in 5th day. — 


PROVIDENCE—Forging ahead of “Mata Hari.” . 


RICHMOND—First 4 days beat “Possessed” and running 
close to “Mata Hari.” 


ROCHESTER—In 6 days it exceeded full week of 


“Possessed,” “Mata Hari” and “Politics.” 
SYRACUSE—Exact situation as in Rochester. 
TOLEDO—In 5 days beats full week of “Mata Hari” and 


“Possessed.” 


AKRON—Beating every one of recent smashes “Mata Hari,” 
“Possessed” and even “Politics.” 


SEATTLE—Topping remarkable business done here by 
“Possessed.” The Pride 


PORTLAND—Second big week, after smashing “Possessed” 
ea — and Joy of 
record by wide margin in first. 
NOTE: ‘“MataHari,” ‘Possessed’ and ‘‘Politics” are used as comparisons METRO- 
because it takes a record-breaker to beat a record-breaker! GOLDWYN- 
Are you all set to enjoy this kind of business? MAYER 
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(Continued from page 25) 


all the same elements sufficiently 
polished in the making and in ad- 
dition some novel slants on the sex 
subject, handled with a great deal 
of skill to suggest much without 
stepping over the line, And to 
whichever class of film followers 
you belong, you are bound to sur- 
render to the suspense that devel- 
ops early in. the footage and never 
lets go until the end. 

Opening is a capital bit of tech- 
nique, being a series of brief shots 
establishing the bustling serio- 
comic atmosphere that is character- 
istic of a big railway terminal—a 
geries of thumbnail sketches of hu- 
man types. The harrassed, but gen- 
erous head of a middle class fam- 
ily, getting his wife and brood off to 
a dearly bought wacation in the 
country; a ritzy mama bon voyag- 
ing her pal, off to Reno; couple of 
tipsy sailors on the make and a 
couple of round-heeled flaps wait- 
ing to be made. 

Into this bustling scene strides 
‘Chick,’ careless and carefree knight 
of the road and the rods, and his 
older hobo pal. The windfall of a 
forgotten handbag in the washroom 
gives Chick good clothes and a 
heaven sent bankroll, and he starts 
out to roll ’em high and handsome. 
The too-easy flaps he throws aside 
with cynical brusqueness, but for 
Ruth, the stranded chorus girl, on 
her uppers and desperate, he falls 
with the complete sangfroid of a 
sophisticated drifter. He takes her 
hard luck story with a wise tongue 
in his cheek and they adjourn 
promptly to a private niche in a 
nearby informal hostelry, where the 
affair is proceeding to its logical 
climax, when the boy suddenly dis- 
covers that the girl is on the level. 
His amazed fury at his discovery 
is one of the gems of recent cinema 
high lights, but anyhow he takes it 
in good part when he gets used to 
the unwelcome fact that he has 
duped himself, and agrees to help 
the girl to her friends. 

Meanwhile the police have been 
élosing in on a counterfeiter gang 
who have a violin case in the check 
room and are waiting for a gang 
rendezvous. <A few turns of fate 
and the spurious fortune is in 
Chick’s hands, just as the police 
begin to close in from all sides on 
éverybody concerned in the story. 


Events happen swiftly. A secret 
service man is shot in the scramble 
by one of the real counterfeiters 
and Chick goes into wild pursuit of 
the would-be killer for a thrilling 
chase sequence that has breath tak- 
ing shots of fleeing men and flying 
éngines in the switch yard. A mys- 
terious menace gets into the pic- 
ture here for a moment, serves his 
purpose and is disposed of; the real 
counterfeiters are on the verge of 
a getaway, leaving the future black 
for the heroine and hero, and it’s 
all rounded up with a few neat and 
satisfying twists. 


Several bits near the finish have 
been crudely done to build the ro- 
mantie finale, but the final fadeout 
eaves the picture’s ending; with the 
heroine disappearing into the dis- 
tance on a moving train waving 
good-bye to her rescuer and the last 
shot has Chick and his vagrant bum 
pal, hitting the ties through the 
switch yard, continuing their vague 
journey, interrupted only by the 
thrilling episodes of the evening. 


The limpid-eyed Joan Blondell 
does an interesting piece of work 
in a role a little different from her 
wont. She’s a knowing young thing, 
but not the hard-boiled type and it 
is just that degree of feminine help- 
lessness that makes her here ro- 
mantically possible. Film besides 
the principals named, has a dozen 
trimly handled minor characters 
and bits, all of which go into mak- 
ing this one of the most absorbing 
bits of good theatre of the last few 
weeks. Rush. 


DIE FLEDERMAUS 


(THE BAT) 
(FRENCH MATE) 
Berlin, Jan. 7. 
Vandor film-Paris and Ondra-Lamac- 


film Berlin production and Emelka re- 
lease Sound picture after the operetta by 








Johann Strauss. Manuscript written by 
Hans H. Zerlett. Direction Carl Lamac. 
Musical adaptation by Professor Michael 


Lewin. Architecture, Heinz Fenchel. Pho- 
tography, Otto Heller. Recorded on R.C.A. 
Casts, Anny Ondra, Betty Werner, Georg 
Alexander, Oskar Sima, Hans Junkermann, 
Ivan Petrovich, Franz Felix, Karl Ett- 
linger, Eugen Jensen, Jaro Furth. Running 
time, 88 minutes. At Capitol, Berlin. 





Better than expected. Producers 
and directors one day film stupid 
Slapstick comedies and the next 
high-class pieces of art. 

The director, Carl Lamac, has 


here taken over the operetta from 
the stage without any substantial 
changes. He has done little new in 
transposing the work into pictures. 
He has committed one fundamental 
error, in casting players who do not 
Sing well. The musical audience 
could only be astonished at pro- 
ducer indifference toward Johann 
Strauss’ fine music, 

‘ Anny Ondra appeals to the fans 
nere, Her petite face, her engaging 
Smile and her pretty eyes and her 
‘arming figure please the audience 
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always. The public sees Anny Ondra: 
about twice a year and she is al- 
ways the same. This screen star 
has stopped where she was and has 
not realized her early promise. 
Betty Werner as Rosalinde is a mis- 
cast, although she is the only one 
in the group with adequate vocal 
training. Ivan Petrovich makes a 
poor showing. Georg Alexander, 
Oscar Sima, Hans Junkermann and 
Karl Ettlinger are all good actors, 


making all they can out of little 
material. Sound reproduction on 
R.C.A. and also Otto Hellers pho- 


tography is excellent work. 

The close-up of the kissing scene 
in the big ballroom, probably taken 
from Max Reinhardt’s unforgettable 


‘Fledermaus’ performance, was a 
high spot. Magnus. 

Ralph M. Like production and Action | 
Pictures release. Directed by George B. 
Sietz. Features Jack Mulhall, Patsy Ruth 
Miller Walter McGrail. Supervised by 


Cliff Broughton. Story and adaptation, W. 


Scott Darling; photography. Jules Cron- 
jager; edited, Byron Robinson; sound, 
James Stanley. At Loew's New York, 
N. Y., as half double, Jan. 12. Running 
time, 57 mins. 
JOHNNY cecccsecese 046 00sseees Jack Mulhall 
EIG@ANOE cecccccsccccces Patsy Ruth Miller 
Martin ........ TrerTrerrrry Walter McGrail 
Chili Scarpelli...... Secctues Harry Cording 
Weissenkorn....sess eececcerses Ernie Adams 
Featherstone. ..ccsccesccees Richard Cramer 
PRATIBM 0000206 Ccerocecccscecce Harry Semels 
Independent production which 


ought to attract film buyers, includ- 
ing possibly of some of the chains 
for their minor double feature ope- 
rations. Okay as first feature on 


such shows where it’s the policy 
rather than the product that does 
the drawing. 

Seldom is ‘Night Beat’ a very be- 
lievable story. A little different in 
some respects from similar pictures, 
but, basically, it is weak talker fare. 
Jack Mulhall is not well cast. First 
as a powerful gang leader, he’s 
plenty out of meter, and later, as a 
detective, he’s further away than 
before. Same is true of Walter Mc- 
Grail, who doesn’t look like a dis- 
trict attorney. 

Film opens with a brief sketch in 
which two pals are wounded on the 
battlefield, shifting to a big city 
where racketeering has gained a 
foothold. When Mulhall comes into 
town to muscle in he discovers the 
pal of war days is none other than 
the d. a., who’s combatting a gang 
engaged in shaking down small 
merchants. The d. a. invokes the 
aid of his buddy of 1918 with the 
idea of shooting up the gang, Mul- 
hall laying aside his own racketeer- 
ing ideas for that purpose and get- 
ting the bug to go straight by fall- 
ing in love with the d. a.’s girl. 

In the end Mulhall goes the way 
of all bullet ridden humans, leav- 
ing the way clear for the love in- 
terest to ignite again between the 
d. a. and his fiancee (Patsy Ruth 
Miller). It’s the only surprise the 
picture contains. Char, 


THE OLD MAN 


(BRITISH MADE) 
London, Dec. 31. 

British Lion—Gainsborough production, 
released through Gaumont British. Directed 
by Manning Haynes from the stage play 
by Edgar Wallace. Stars Maisie Gay. In 
cast: Anne Grey, Cecil Humphreys, D. A. 
Clarke Smith, Lester Matthews, Gerald 
Rawlinson. Length, 6,896 feet. Running 
time, 75 mins, Censor’s Certificate not 
stated. Recorded RCA Photophone. Re- 
viewed Gaumont British theatre, Dec, 31. 








A good booking for the home 
market. Picture not a rave, and 
does not compare with some of the 
latest British talkers turned out by 
this establishment, but it sets out 
to do what it wants to do and gets 
away with it smoothly. 

In approved Edgar Wallace fash- 
ion, a mystery man is flung among 
the temporary guests at a country 
hotel. He might be anybody. There 
is an attempted murder, a little 
blackmail, a lot of love making, any 
amount of recriminations, and a 
spice of naughtiness. The problem 
is to find the ‘old man,’ and decide 
which of the guests is adopting the 
disguise. Every one of them has a 
first class reason for killing some- 
body. 

It ends up as smoothly, but the 
director did not quite get the better 
of his struggle for clarity and at 
times the hands-in-the-dark stuff 
lost its effect through repetition. 

The real story goes on below 
stairs, where Maisie Gay has the 
star role as a servant. With Maisie’s 
pay check in mind, suitable in- 
tervals were found for giving the 
star her wise-cracking opportu- 
nities, of which she took full ad- 
vantage. Some of her gags were 
inclined to be purple, and got a 
cackle as a result. 

Taking it all around, the talker 
makes the grade as acceptable 
comedy-melodrama, with plenty of 
weight on the names of Wallace 
and Gay to drive it home to good 
grosses this side. 

Next to the star, Anne Grey 
makes a good leading girl, with 
Lester Matthews, Cecil Humphreys, 
and D. A. Clarke Smith okay in 
support. Acting isn’t needed in this 
sort of film, but Smith succeeds in 
injecting some. 

Settings and photography gen- 
erally are good. The picture is well 
knit along the approved lines. 

Chap. 
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DER ANDERE 


(The Other) 
(GERMAN MADE) 

Terra production, Tobis release on this 
side. Stars Fritz Kortner. Direction Robert 
Wiene; adaptation Johannes Brandt from 
a play by Paul Lindau. At the Europa, 
New York, on grind, week Jan. 14. Run- 
ning time 95 mins. 

The Prosecutor Haller.......Fritz Kortner 
Hlig sister. cacecccceces «+++-Hermine Sterler 
Marion ....ccsceses+++sUrsula von Diemen 
Dr. Koehler ......Eduard von Winterstein 
Amalie Frieben ....2.....Kaethe von Nagy 
Dicker€ csccsse evcscceecess Heinrich George 
Gruenspecht ..ccccccosescessces Oscar Sima 
Secretary Bremer ...+..Julius Falkenstein 
Prof. Wertmanm ccecccccccsececes Paul Bildt 
Dr Rienhofer.......22::s2252:2:Otto Stoessel 


Police Commissioner....+eeeee..Hmil Heyse 





An interesting variation of the 
Jekyll-Hyde theme, and expertly 
played, this picture ought to be fair 
box office in German nabes. For 
the edge is probably 
off by ‘Dr. Jekyll and Mr. 
Hyde’ just released by Paramount 
here and a better picture. Just acci- 
dent that the two come along on 
this side at the same time, since the 
German film was finished quite 
some time ago. 

Kortner plays the role of a bril- 
liant district attorney. He's facing 
the end of a new case in which the 
defense is that of a split personal- 
ity and laughs it off, telling the 
court such a thing is impossible. 
That night his nerves crack and, 
not knowing what he is doing, he 
changes clothes and goes out into 
the dives of Berlin to mingle with 
crooks. He commits a couple of 
thefts and mixes with a gang, also 
falling for a girl. She sends him off 
to murder the prosecuting attorney 
and he goes, not realizing it is him- 
self. Back in his home he returns 
to sanity, not remembering. 

It's brought back to him and 
psychologists get to work, finally 
curing him through letting him fight 
with his ‘inner self.’ 

Although stretched out a bit, it’s 
well done with Kortner’s perform- 
ance outstanding. He uses no make- 
up or disfigurement for the change 
from the district attorney to the 
crook and back, merely lifting fea- 
tures of his face well enough to 
effect the required change. 

Good work is also done in an act- 
ing way by Kathe von Nagy and 
Heinrich George. 

Directorially the piece is surpris- 
ingly effective, in spite of fact it is 
too long. Wiene is the man who 
made himself famous by megging 
‘The Cabinet of Dr. Caligari’ and 
here again gets most of his effects 
by manipulation of light and 
shadow. Kauf. 


THE GAY BUCKAROO 


M. H. Hoffman, Jr., production and Al- 
lied Pictures release. Stars Hoot Gibson. 
Directed by Phil Rosen, Story by Lee R. 
Brown; adaptation, P. G. White; edited, 
Mildred Johnston ; photography, Harry 
Neumann; sound, L. E. Tope. At Loew’s, 
New York, N. Y., ae half double bill Jan. 
12, Running time, 66 mins, 

Clint Hale oe ccecececcccececss  HOOt Gibson 
Mildred Field ...ccceseeess Merna Kennedy 
Dave Dumont eorsesececesoses- ROY D'Arcy 
Hi Low Jack ceececcccecceses- Hdward Peil 
“Faro” Parker ...cccocesesssCharies King 
“Sporty Bill’’ Field eceessees--Lafe McKee 
“Uncle Abner’’ soccccecese Bldney de Grey 





Horse opera which, judging from 
its running time, was shooting for 
the single billers.. Will have a hard 
time making that type of booking 
except in the so-called $7.50 towns. 
As a first feature in double-billers 
of the shotgun type, and as second 
in those that are more particular 
seems its destiny. 

Length, 66 minutes, stalls the 
story badly. Considering action and 
plot it contains, if the cutting had 
trimmed it down to around 50, re- 
sults would have been far more 
satisfactory. 

Hoot Gibson, with this one of a 
series he’s making for M. H. Hoff- 
man, Jr., does @ ranchman who sud- 
denly finds himself up against a 
tough rival for a customer’s daugh- 
ter in a gambler-crook, who tosses 
plenty of stones in his path. Boiled 
down, efforts of the heavy and final 
frustration of everything up to mur- 
der, would have made lively western 
material, but as stretched out here 
it’s as water spoiling milk. 

Background is too strictly Caly in 
atmosphere to lend effectiveness 
scenically. 

Roy D'Arcy, heavy, and Merna 
Kennedy, very agreeable love inter- 
est, are in support of Gibson and 
both excellent. The former Uni- 
versal cowboy star, who probably 
still has a good following, failed to 
get the breaks on story in ‘Gay 
Buckaroo.’ Char. 


NICOLE ET SA VERTU 


(‘Nicole and Her Virtue’) 
(FRENCH MADE) 

Jacques Haik production and release. Di- 
rected by Rene Hervil. From the play by 
Felix Candera. Music by Albert Chantrier. 
Recorded RCA, Running time 95 minutes. 


Olympia, Paris., January 3, 

WIGOIS scccccccvcceceeceeosccces Alice Cocea 
Mme. Buzet ....ccccccssessses Andree Mery 
Little Claude@..sscccsseesssClaude Barghon 
LUCICN .uscccesscccceserssss Andre Roanne 


Chichett@ cecesesesseces- Paulette Duvernet 
LOuisito ceccesesseeseess Enrique de Rivero 
Lafillette sescesccsseseeseses Robert Goupil 


Just a programmer, made possible 
for the neighborhoods by the draw 
of Alice Cocea’s and Andre Roanne’s 
names. Tempo is usually dragging, 
and the only thing that saves the 
production at the end is a sob fin- 
ish. 

Story of the play shows a rich 
musical composer, who has a lovely, 
but very quiet wife and a show 
girl mistress. Through a dress- 








maker’s mistake, wife gets hep to 
the mistress, sends her husband to 
the country. temporarily under 
threat of divorcing him, and starts 
jazzing up her own life, then sends 
for her husand, who gets there in 
time to save her from being killed 
by the pace she has set, and they 
patch up, due to their kid walking 
in. 

Direction and sound fair. Photo 
poor. Acting by Alice Cocea as the 
wife is very good. She films well, 
is a looker, and her foreign origin 
is hardly discernable in her accent, 
whilst her voice registers clearly. 
Andre Roanne is fair male support 
i:. an insipid part. Paulette Duver- 
net as the mistress is not so good, 
and Enrique de Rivero actually sur- 
prises in the part of the gigolo. 
Robert Goupil, popular entertainer, 
acts very amusingly the 
writer of lyrics, friend of the com- 


poser. The kid is good. Two play- 
ers not featured appear bets for | 
character parts—one the middle- 


aged maid of Alice Cocea, the other 
being the sales woman of the dress- 
making establishment. 

Dialog comparatively compressed 
for a photographed play. Also the 
English word ‘lyrics’ is used plenti- 
fully referring to words in a song, 
thus openly introducing it in the 
French language, whereas the cor- 
rect French for it is ‘paroles.’ Con- 
tinuity well below par, though an 
unsuccessful attempt has been made 
to sl.ow some out of doors. Mazi. 


STRICTLY BUSINESS 


(BRITISH MADE) 


London, Jan, 2 
British International production and 
lease. Directed by 


Te- 
Jacqueline Logan and 


Mary Fields from an original story by 
Jacqueline Logan. In cast: Molly Lamont, 
Carl Harbord; Betty Amann. tecorded 


RCA Photophone. 
Censor'’s Certificate 
Pavilion, London, 


Running time 55 mins. 
‘U.’ Reviewed London 
Dec. 29. 


Essentially a small picture. Mainly 
interesting on account of the fact 
it was made by two women, one well 
known over here for her document- 
ary film work, and the other known 
both here and in America for her 
acting. 

Picture is well done, with plenty 
of London atmosphere of the kind 


the audiences like this side. Its 
story values, however, are of the 
two reel type, with the result it 


drags badly. 

Perhaps the best thing in its favor 
is the work of Molly Lamont as the 
juvenile lead. This girl has been 
nursed by B.I. for about 15 months, 
and now emerges as the best thing 
to look at on the English screen. 
She’d make good in Hollywood with 
a quarter of a chance. Looks fairly 
camera-proof, too. 

Story just tells how a youngster 
has to cart a girl round London for 
the sake of his father’s business. 
His own girl doesn’t like it and 
raises squawks. After some time 
he saves his companion from a 
blackmailer, but gets compromised 
in the process, Result is friction all 
round, cleared up by the flancee, 
who turns out to take it all like a 
Britisher, etc. 

Betty Amann, as the girl from the 
other side, is not too good. Jacque- 
line Logan, who directed, must have 
made this girl up to look something 
like Logan, for the style is striking. 
Molly Lamont easily heads the cast. 
Carl Harbord is as placid as ever. 

Just a small comedy for the small 
halls; it would have been better if 
they had spent twice as much money 
on it. It would equally have been 
worse had they spent less. Chap. 


NIE WIEDER LIEBE 


(Never Love Again) 
(GERMAN-MADE) 
(With Songs) 


Ufa production and release. 





Stars Lilian 


Harvey. Features Harry Liedtke and Felix 
Bressert. Direction Anatol Litwak; scen- 
ario I. von Kube and A. Litwuax, from the 
stage play ‘Dover-Calais’; camera, Franz 
Planer and Robert Baberske; sound Dr. 
Erich Leistner; sets, Werner Schlichting, 
Robert Herlth and W. Roehrig; music, 


Mischa Spoliansky; lyrics, Robert Gilbert. 
At the Ufa-Cosmopolitan, N. Y., on grind, 
run Jan. 15. Running time 80 mins. 


GiaGye ...-cccce esveccecceessLilian Harvey 
Sandercroft cesccceseseeses-Harry Liedtke 
JOON cecccocce ee eeerecccoces Felix Bressart 


Dr. Baskett censeceawds ae Falkenstein 
An amusing idea back of this 
latest German musical, plus Lilian 
Harvey means that it is pretty safe 
box office wherever Germans can 
be found. For non-Germans it’s 
liable to prove a bit too slow. 

Story is the best part of the pic- 
ture, unusual in musical comedies, 
even though it is a bit far fetched. 
Harry Liedtke is the handsome 
young fellow who falis for the 
badger trick a couple of times in 
succession then swears off women 
forever. A friend bets him $500,000 
that he can't keep away from 
women five years. (Being Ameri- 
cans, the figure is not too much for 
German purposes). 

He hires a yacht, swears his crew 
to petticoat abstinence and off they 
sail. Between Dover and Calais 
they rescue a girl from the ocean 
who claims to be a Channel swim- 
mer. Actually she’s been hired to 
lure Liedtke and he almost falls. 
Then she makes him chase her just 
long enough for the five year period 
to be over, because she's fallen in 
love with him while doing her work. 

It plays better than it sounds, 
especially with the sprightly cast. 
With 20 minutes cut out and the 
action speeded that much it would 
prove a first rate musical comedy 
fancy. Kaif. 
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ZWEI KRAVATEN 
(‘Two Ties’) 
(GERMAN MADE) 
(With Songs) 
Terra production and Capital release for 
J, S. Stars Michael Bohnen. Direction, 





Felix Basch; scenario, Ladislaus Vajda; 
from novel by Georg Kaiser: music, Micha 
Spoliansky; camera, Nikolaus Farkas; 
sound, Otto Behrens. At Costello, N. - 
for four days, starting Jan. 12. Running 
time, 76 mins, 

FORM ciccrccccce Seeeesereeees Michael Bohnen 
Mahel.«..scccsce bOS66 c0ecene Olga Tschekova 
Bannermann......e..-Ralph Arthur Roberts 
Mrs. Robinson. ccecccssesers Erkia Glassner 
Trud@, isc. -ccceees soceseesads Trude CGlieske 
Muckerton....e. ecccccess Julius Falkenstein 


From a boxoffice standpoint this 


film can be put aside immediately. 
But from a film trade standpoint it 
deserves some thought and discus- 
sion It's an almost successful at- 
tempt to do something completely 
different and new in pictures. Un- 
fortunately, it’s a case of a miss 
being as good as a mile. 

Attempt is made here to create 
a film opera in the modern music 
sense of epera. Something, musi- 
cally, along the lines of ‘Johnny 
Spielt Auf,’ but strictly intended for 
filming. Maybe it’s the fact that 
it comes down to earth several 
times, which spoils everything. 

Michael Bohnen, formerly with 
the Metropolitan Opera in New 


York, is starred and 
grand performance. Instead of, as 
is usual with singers in pictures, 
the play being written around him, 
he is just one of the cast. He sings 
all the songs, however, which may 
be a mistake despite his fine voice. 

It's a sort of satire on modern 
American life as seen br Euro- 
peans. Bohnen is cast as a loafer 
who takes a waiter’s job for a 
night. Gentleman crook offers him 
1,000 marks for a change of ties, 
white for black, thus changing 
places with him and _ escaping. 
Bohnen immediately becomes in- 
volved in an adventure with a rich 
American woman, ably played by 
Olga Tschekova, who takes him to 
Florida. He finally saves himself 
by running away and getting back 
to his poolroom sweetheart. 

It is written and played in a fan- 
tastic and satirical manner and 
with a fine musical background, 
also a choir in a couple of spots 
for effect. Some of it is very funny 
and other parts are quite fine, but 
the total is not enough. Production 
evidently expensive with a big cast. 

Film seemingly proves, however, 
that it may be possible to have 
opera on the screen, if written for 
the screen and handled in a well 
tempoed manner, But it will have 
to be done a bit more thoroughly 
than here. Two of the songs, 
‘Heimweh’ (‘Homesickness’) and 
‘Ich Hab fur die Liebe die Groeste 
Sympathie’ (‘I Have the Greatest 
Sympathy for Love’) ought to build 
for popularity. Kauf. 
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RCA Leaving N. Y. 
For Camden—Welds 
With Radio-Victor 


Within a month tne RCA Photo- 
phone headquarters on Fifth avenue 
will be abandoned, offices moving to 
the Camden, N. J., plant of Radio- 
Victor, with which it has been con- 
solidated. Although the Photophone 
organization will be skeletonized at 
the time of moving practically all 
departmental heads will be retained, 

M. Reoch will continue in charge 
of Photophone activities, but the 
sales force will be minimized, with 
those remaining concentrating on 
the non-theatrical end. 

Abandoning the New York ad- 
dress means vacating five floors, on 
one of which is a miniature theatre, 
Production and recording will in 
future be confined to New Jersey. 
It is planned to keep a small Photo- 
phome office in Manhattan and also 
to keep up servicing crews for its 
theatre and non-theatrical accounts. 

Move is described as one to solidi- 
fy companion subsidiaries rather 
than strictly economy, Over a year 
ago, and especialiy at the time of 
the Victor deal, it was predicted 
that this consolidation would come 
about. 


LOOKING OVER SOUND 

Alec Reoch, executive vice-presl- 
dent of RCA Photophone, has left 
for the Coast. He will spend six 
weeks looking over Radio’s sound 
equipment. 

In his absence Judge Laurence 
Morris, general counsel, assumes 
the reins. 








Readying for Acts 
Moundsville, W. Va., Jan. 138. 
The Grand is having its stage re- 
built to play stage attractions. 
Space formerly given over to acts 
was taken by sound equipment, 





Natteford at Univ. 
Hollywood, Jan, 18. 
After a year writing for M. H. 
Hoffman's Allied Pictures, Jack 
Natteford goes Universal. 


He will work on ‘King’s Up’ for 





Tom Mix. 
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A FRANK CAPRA PRODUCTION 





ALL THE CRITICS AGREE 
IT’S A SMASH HIT! 



































“Well done. Miss Stanwyck is excellent.” 

Motion Picture Daily 
” 'Forbidden’ ‘Sparkling Gem; Barbara 
Stanwyck Exquisite. So skillfully does it 


juggle moods, the emotional response it 
exacts from the audience is turmoil. That's 


entertainment.” 
N. Y. Daily Mirror 








“Barbara Stanwyck Shines in 3 Star Film. 
You'll like ‘Forbidden’.” 
N. Y. Sunday News 


“Has about everything in it that could come 
under the heading of sure fire.” 


N. Y. Evening Post 





“Barbara Stanwyck again rings the bell. 
How that girl can act! A splendid picture.” 
Chicago Sunday Tribune 


“Brings Barbara Stanwyck new honors.” 
Chicago Herald & Examiner 


” An extraordinary picture.” 
Chicago American 





& AZ oe 
“Barbara Stanwyck dominates a substan. | oo) 
tially dramatic story. The picture is skillfully eS ce 
directed.” 





St. Louis Times - : . 
“Miss Stanwyck’s film, ‘Forbidden’ her best 
by far. Bids for fame as emotional actress.” 
St. Louis Star — 
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Picture Possibilities 





‘Savage Rhythm’—Unfavorable 
‘SAVAGE RHYTHM’ (Drama, John Golden, Golden). 
Dramas with all colored casts have rarely been tried in pictures and 


fewer have clicked. Doubtful if screen will consider this one, 


Idee. 


‘Lost Boy’—Unfavorable « 


‘'T.OST BOY’ (Drama, 
Stern dramatics with 


tral character. Too drab. 





Burton Harford, Mansfield). 
a backward youngster 


who turns killer the cen- 
Ibee. 


‘Jewel Robbery’—Unfavorable 


‘JEWEL ROBBERY’ 
General idea okay, but if taken for t 


‘The Animal 


(Comedy, Paul Streger, 


Booth). 


he screen must be revised Ibee. 


Kingdom’—Favorable 


‘THE ANIMAL KINGDOWM’ (Comedy, Gilbert Miller and Leslie Howard, 


Broadhurst), 
Looks like a cinch for pictures as 
smartest comedies in seasons. 


it does for the stage. One of the 


Ibee. 
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A LOEW PRODUCTION 


“FROLICS OF 1932” 


(Jan. 15), Capitol, New York 


Chester Hale’s 
Frolics of 1932 Girls 


Pasquali Brothers 


Direction: 














Sam Lyons 


JOYCE COLES 


“The Dancing Charmer” 
CARLOS PETERSON 


“Gyrations Galore” 


NICHOLAS DAKS 
“Twists and Turns” 











LOEW PRODUCTION 


“RHYTHMIC ILLUSIONS” 


Gan. 15, Century, Baltimore, Md.) 


THE 
HOLLYWOOD 
COLLEGIANS 


assisted by 


HELEN CARLTON 


and 
MARCELLE WILLIAMS 


MATT KELLY 





Direction: 











LOEW PRODUCTION 


“STEPPING HIGH”’ 


Gian. (5, Loew's, Jersey City, N. 3.) 


WM. and JOE 


MANDEL 


° > 
“Quiet Please”’ 
Dir.: Bernard Burke: Jack Curtis Office 


FLO MAYO 


“Walking back from a froman Airplane Ride™ 


MILES and KOVER 


“Adagio Exotique” 
Dir.: Ned Dobson; Jerry Cargill Office 


LUCKY SEVEN TRIO 
EVANS—WEAVER—SAUNDERS 
“Dice Novelty” Conceived and 
Copyrighted by Dick Saunders 














CHESTER HALE’S 'STEPPING HIGH’GIRLS 








A LOEW PRODUCTION 


“GET GAY” 


_N5, ' Vatencia, New York) _ 


BERT 


FROHMAN 


“The Prince of Pep’”’ 


Per. Man., Chas. Yates 


THE GALENOS 


“An Athletic Touchdown" 


Dir.: Chas. Yates 


MAUREEN RIO 


“Personality Cirl” 
Dir.: Phil Tyrrell 


DUGAN and HADLEY 


“A Cycle of Modernistic Impressions” 
| 
| 


(an. 











Dir.: Harry Pincus 


Chester Hale’s “Get Gay” Girls 














atre operator, 


Parker Acquires 
4 F-WC and Publix 


Houses in Portland | 


Portland, Ore., Jan. 18. 

Move in the decentralization of 
the Fox-West Coast chain is the 
turning over of the F-WC and Pub- 
lix houses in Portland, numbering 
four, two F-WC operations in As- 
toria, and a singleton in Vancouver, 
to John J. Parker, independent, who 
in swinging the deal, is reported 
having plenty local backing. 

Deal includes the Broadway and 
Hollywood, F-WC controlled houses 
here, as well as the local Paramount 
and Rialto, Publix-owned which 
were taken under long term lease 
by F-WC last year. Parker, who 
originally headed three Fox Port- 
land houses, will have major opposi- 
tion only in the RKO Orpheum. 

Parker is widely known as an ex- 
hibitor in the northwest, and under 
his new deal will control around 
12,000 seats in this district. 


MANN TAKES BACK 10 
HOUSES FROM HUGHES 


Los Angeles, Jan. 18. 

Westland Theatres changed its 
mind about operating the Mann cir- 
cuit of 10 houses in northern Cali- 
fornia for the Hughes-Franklin 
chain. Instead, circuit will be 
turned back to George Mann, former 
operator, who arrives here tomor- 
row (19) with his attorney. 

H-F now has only three houses 
left, in Pomona, Oxnard and Watts, 
southern California towns. West- 
land had arranged to run the Mann 
circuit for 5% of the gross, before 
about facing. 








Columbus’ Major Indie 
House May Shut Down 


Columbus, Jan. 18. 

Grand theatre, only major indie, 
owned and operated by J. Real 
Neth, will be closed indefinitely un- 
less business shows a major pickup 
within the next three weeks. House 
is an 1,100 seater. 

Jean La Roe, p.a. here for over 
six years, is out and so is Dorothy 
Sarber, organist, one booth girl and 
a porter. 

House has been playing WB and 


FN pictures almost exclusively, 
many of them approved by the 
press. 





THIEF GRABS $2,000 
Lynchburg, Jan. 18, 

Lone bandit walked into the mez- 
zanine office of Skouras’ American 
theatre at Roanoke, Va., Friday 
(15), levelled a gun and demanded 
cash from Manager F. M. Westfall. 
A safe yielded $2,000. Manager and 
two women employees were confer- 
ring in the office when the bandit 
came. 

Bandit left in a car, police gave 
chase, but nothing happened, 


— 


F. G. Williams in Frisco 


San Francisco, Jan. 18. 

F. G. Williams, pres of Consoli- 
dated Amusement Co., of Honolulu, 
here and probably for some time on 
company business. 

Includes straightening up organi- 
zation affairs with Mrs. Louis 
Greenfield, widow of the late the- 
and holder of con- 
siderable stock in the company. 

McGuinness at Radio 
Hollywood, Jan. 18. 

James K. McGuinness goes to) 

Radio as associate producer. | 

















10c Worth 





Birmingham, Jan. 18. 
A dime will go a long way 
in one of the local grinds. } 
For 10c customers get two || 
features; comedy, newsreel, i 
handful of popcorn as they go 
in, a cup of coffee and a ham | 
sandwich, 














PARTINGTON LEAVING 
PUBLIX FOR F. & M. 


Jack Partington will be through 
at Publix when his contract expires 
Feb. 1. 
due to 
Marco. 

With Partington out, only Boris 
Petroff will remain for stage pro- 
ducing at the New York and Brook- 
lyn Paramounts. As both houses 
use the same shows, Publix consid- 
ers one producer enough. Petroff| 
probably wil have one or two 
inelpers. 

Opening date for the first F 
Idea in the metropolitan Para- 
mounts is still indef with the ote «| 
inal opening time, Jan. 16, deferred. 
The Paramounts’ shows are now in} 
charge of a committee meeting once | 
weekly. Those attending are Milton | 
Feld, Petroff, Harry Hollander and} 
a member of the William Morris 
staff. They set the shows about 
two weeks in advance. 





The unit stager is reported 


change over to Fanchon &| 
| 


| 





& M. | 


} 





F-M Units Withdrawn 


From Colored House 


Chicago, Jan. 18. 
Fanchon and Marco units are out 
of the Regal, B&K colored house, 
after a two-week try which didn’t 


|were Lady Nic 


| 
1 


|of the 


| theatres, 
| more than 





pan out to mutual satisfaction. 
Audience reaction was _ reported 
favorable enough, put the business 
wasn’t there. 

House returns to local Negro pro- 
ductions, as heretofore, with the al- 
ternative of straight pictures. 





IA, LABOR SETTLEMENT 

Davenport, Ia., Jan. 18. 
Messrs. Geertz and Johnson, pro- 
prietors of the Uptown and Zenith 
theatres, neighborhood film houses, 
and I. Brotman, proprietor of the 
Lincoln, another nabe in Rock Is- 
land, have reached an agreement 
with the stagehands and operators’ 

unions, concluding a long holdout. 
Labor interests have centered 
their next fight upon the Riviera, a 
downtown house in Rock Island. 








playing burlesk and pictures. 


See Liberal Smoking Policy as 


Stimulus to Cinema Attendance 





Of about 15,000 
the U. S. and Canada, 301 houses 
permit smoking. Picture interests 
and te o companies believe that 
the box office would be stimulated 

once unpopu- 


tine, 
lar with the reformers, encouraged 
ey of tobacco houses 


The first surv 
takes in the 31 key cities and has 
just been completed 

San Francisco is six times ahead 
of the nearest city, New ay on 
the smoking courtesy. Just 
350 houses in Pio Ra y 
Frisco permit smoking. New York 
City rates only 10%, representing 
45 of its 450 theatres sanctioning 
tobacco. 


vhs act 


Fire Hazard Bogey 


The fire hazard seems to be the 
principal enemy of tobacco in the 
That this belief is little 
a tradition, handed down 
by the wooden box theatre era and 
the average modern theatre is safe, 
is the contention of tobacco. 

It is estimated that 90% of the 
semi-adult and adult attendees at 
theatres would smoke if the law 
and house policy permitted it. 

Smoking is not sanctioned 
single theatre in 
necticut. 

Of 160 theatres operating in 
Oregon, only three theatres, all in 
Portland, okay the weed, while five 
theatres in Boston extend the 
privilege. 

Detroit has a unique situation. 
The United Artists theatre is the 
only one there and it taxes the 
smoker an extra 25 cents for a seat 
where he can smoke. 

Los Angeles refuses to let its 608 
houses encourage smoking. Several 
months ago the Fire Department 
negatived exhibitor attempts to win 
favor for the weed. 

Only one 300-seat house smokes 
in the Washington, D. C., Balti- 
more, Maryland and Delaware ter- 
ritory while in the Salt Lake terri- 


in a 
Canada or Con- 


film theatres in, 








tory only one house, in Ogden, alk 
lows smoking. 

But two of the 450 houses ia 
|Kansas City permit, while the 
| others prohibit. 


| About 3% 
| territory okay. 
of 370 houses 
In the Oklahoma City area about 
25 of the 350 houses approve smok- 


of houses in the Denver 
This means 12 out 


ing in lounging rooms, but in ne 
| case in the auditorium. 

| < : ‘ q 
0 | ‘our of the 500 theatres in St 


coal sanction smoking. Philadek 
phia is opposed to cigarettes, evem 
in the lobby. 





E : 
Bandits Grab $1,654 Hl 
Cincinnati, Jan. 18. 
Working with such speed and pre= 
cision that ticket buyers were un< 
aware of a holdup, two bandits 
i scooped up $1,654 from ticket 
office of the Orpheum theatre Sune« 
day night (17), and escaped through 
the lobby crowded with theatregoers 
before an alarm was sounded. 
House is an ace nabe second run, 
Loot covered by insurance. 
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The Greatest Combined 
Talent in Show Busi- 








ROXY THEATRE 


Class “A” Preferred Stock 
1st Mortgage Bonds 


Bought—Sold—Quoted 


Inquiries Invited 


PROOM & PRESSER 


32 Broadway, New York 
Tel. Digby 4-9840 





ness, Bar None 


AL EVANS 


Conductor - Tenor - Arranger - Pianist 
A PERSONALITY—AN INDIVIDUAL 


LOEW’S Paradise, New York 
INDEFINITELY 
Thanks to L K. SIDNEY 
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THE PICTURES OF 1931 









Same Difference! 
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When the Critics talk like this... 


you know you’ve got a Money Show! 


“A THRILLER !"— Daily News. “A HIT!“—World-Telegram. “ HAIR-RAISING... 
A THRILLER !"—Eve. Post. “AMUSING AND LIVELY MELODRAMA ;*”. WARNER 
BROS. ARE RIGHT ON THE JOB!”—Herald Tribune.” FILLED WITH SURPRISES!” 
—N. Y. Times.” “FULL-DRESS AUDIENCE ROUSED TO CHEERS.”— Film Daily. 


HERE COME THE HITS FROM 


WARNER BROS. for 1932 
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3 MEN CONFESS 
TO BOMBING 
IN K. €. 


Kansas City, Jan. 18. 

Ermal Jay Lime, president of the 
Sound Projectionists’ Ass’n; E, M. 
Evans, business agent, and John E. 
Gillespie, ex-convict, are being held 
in the county jail, without bond, as 
self-confessed participants in. the 
bombing of Loew’s Midland theatre 
Jan. 11. A negro porter was in- 
gtantly killed. 

Blast occurred just as the last 
members of the audience were leav- 
ing the theatre at night. The bomb 
was in the hands of the porter, who 
had found it under a seat in the up- 
per balcony, and, it is supposed, was 
taking the package to the office. It 
exploded as he reached the mezza- 
nine floor, 

According to the confessions it 
was originally intended to plant it 
in the Royal, but Gillespie, who 
claims he was an unsuspecting tool 
of the others, was unable to gain 
admission to the Royal balcony, 
where he had been instructed to 
plant the bomb, and took it back to 
Lime, who then told him to leave it 
at the Midland, that the bundle con- 
tained liquor and would be picked 
up by an usher. 


Retaliation Motive 

The men stated that their action 
was for the purpose of retaliating 
against the IATSE, and that the 
Midland was selected for the reason 
that John Morgan, president of the 
local branch of the International, is 
one of the Midland operators. The 
men also siated that their reason 
for picking the Royal first was on 
account of Robert Dillion, business 
agent for the local union, being an 
operator there. Dubinsky Brothers, 
who manage the house, deny that 
Dillion is employed at the Royal but 
was there before they took the 
house over from Publix. 

In their lengthy confessions both 
Lime and Evans tell in detail of the 
bomb war that has been in progress 
for months between the rival groups 
of operators. Names have been 
given to the police in connection 
with specific bombings, and a thor- 
ough investigation is being made. 

Under Missouri law, bombing is a 
capital offense, hanging is a possible 
penalty, and the town is thoroughly 
incensed. | 


Ragland Sues for Share 
Of J. Franklin Theatres 


Los Angeles, Jan. 18. 

John C. Ragland is suing J. J. 
Franklin, Ben Berinstein, and B. H. 
Lustig for a fourth interest In ihe 
corporations operating the Spreckles 
theatre, San Diego, Sunbeam the- 
atre, Compton, and a house at Na- 
tional City, Calif. 

Ragland claims arrangement was 
for him to enter with the three on 
an equal basis after Franklin The- 
atres Corp. had been formed as a 
joint holding company out of which 
a Coast chain was to be developed. 
He quotes an agreement made last 
November whereby he gave three 
year notes of $4,150 to J. J. Frank- 
lin and $2,000 to Berinstein & Lus- 
tig, and asks that they be ordered 
to turn over his share of stock. 

Investment in the three theatre 
corporations was stated as $24,600. 


Hi-Hat Nabe 


Kansas City, Jan. 18. 

The Apollo, one of the town's ace 
residentals, has inaugurated a new 
first run policy and has gone ‘high 
hat.’ 

It is hoped to make the house 
Kansas City’s ‘intellectual center.’ 
Under the new plan it will be de- 
voted to the showing of both Ameri- 


can and foreign pictures whose ap- | 


peal is to the mind rather than the 
emotions. Pictures will be run 
a week, it is hoped. 


tor 


Old House Passes 


Seattle, Jan. 18. 
The Columbia theatre, started in 
1912 as Seattle’s ace film house by 
Jim Clemmer, closed last week. It 
Will be remodeled into store rooms. 
House was sold by Clemmer to 


Unive rsal and was run for veers as | 


Personal exploitation house for Carl 
Laemmle. Two years ago it was 
taken over by John Danz for sec- 
nd runs. Seated 1,065. 


Cleveland Critics Force 
Loew to Time Schedules 


Cleveland, Jan. 18. 

After several first string critics 
squawked about having to sit 
| through an hour of organlogs, news- 
reels, short comedies and films on 
how rabbits. are raised, in order to 
review the Loew's has 
started printing time schedules on 
all ads and on posters in front of 
lobby. Also 10 houses on Loew’s 
local circuit have inserted running 
time of not only featunres but 
vaude bills in their daily ads. 

Another novel accommodation 
tickling newspapermen here is that 
of Loew's publicity department 
phoning the opening time of acts 
to reviewers the day before show 
starts. One film editor returned 
the favor by adding the time sked 
to the daily list of attractions in 
his sheet. 





feature, 





L. A. Wilshire Owners 
Charge FWC Deal Fraud 


Los Angeles, Jan. 18. 

Wilshire - Hamilton Properties, 
Inc., owners of the $360,000 Fox- 
Wilshire theatre building, claims 
that its $45,000-a-year tenant, Fox- 
West Coast Theatres, is trying to 
force the property on the auction 
block for a side debt of $9,181. 

Realty company has appealed for 
an injunction to prevent sale of 
the theatre for default of a de- 
mand note that was signed on the 
representation that it was merely 
a formality of theatre chain book- 
keeping. 

Charge is made 
Sheehan assured the § Wilshire- 
Hamilton company that the note 
would not be presented for payment, 
and that a deed of trust securing it 
would never be enforeed. Sheehan 
is accused of making false state- 
ments to otain advantage of the 
realtors. 





that Howard 





Nassers Buy Three 


San Francisco, Jan. 18. 

Nasser Brothers, associated with 
T. and D. Jr. circuit, have purchased 
the Mission, Fillmore and American 
theatres from the estate of the late 
Louis R. Greenfield. Price in deal is 
approximateiy $75,000. 

Nasser Brothers (seven in all) 
now control seven houses, with an 
additional new one the Alameda, 
Alameda, Calif., opening shortly. 





New Equipment Mag 


Jay Schreck, with unmentioned 
backing, is preparing to get out an 
equipment trade paper. It will be 
called’ ‘Modern Auditorium’ and 
deal with all types of theatre equip- 
ment, decoration, etc. 

Schreck was with ‘Motion 
ture Herald’ for many years. 
also was with Paramount. 

First issue of ‘Modern 
torium’ not set. It is to be 
monthly. 


Pic- 
He 


Audi- 


once 


MARITIME ELECTIONS 


St. John, N. B., Jan. 18. 
At the annual meeting of the 
Maritime Film Board of Trade R. G. 
March was elected president for the 
coming year. He is manager of the 





. on ’ 
| Fox exchange here. W. A. Sault, 
| Universal, was elected honorary 


secretary-treasurer. 

Membership in the board is held 
by film exchange executives in the 
maritime provinces of New Bruns- 
wick, Nova Scotia and Prince Ed- 


of Newfoundland. Alice L. 





secretary, has resigned. 


| 
| $30,000 FIRE LOSS 


Gardiner, Me., Jan. 18. 
| The Johnsen Opera house here 
vas destroyed by a $30,000 fire lan. | 
6, in which the R, B. Erkine store | 


The picture pro- 
was interrupted but one day 
the old 


vacant. 


gram 
being 
which 


| 
| 
j 
| was also burned. 
| 
moved to Coliseum 
has been 


Steubenville Robbery 
Steubenville, O., Ja 
George Manow, theatre owne 
held up and robbed of $355, 
| while enroute from theatre to | 
| his home. 
Thugs wrenched the money sack 
from Manow’'s hand and escaped. j 


I 18 


vT’°2a¢ 


his 


;of the American Maintenance Co. 





Passes for Morale 





Rochester, N. Y., Jan. 18. 

Emphasizing the value of 
entertainment in keeping up 
the morale of the unemployed, 
Civic Committee has asked the 
theatres to contribute 460 tick- 
ets a day to be given to the de- 
serving unemployed. Commit- 
tee requests 400 stubs from 25 
nabes and 60 from six down- 
towns. 

Some theatre men were not 
bashful about pointing out 
their contribution at benefit 
performances, and suggested 
that the committee offer some- 
thing to keep up the morale of || 
the theatre men. 


F-WC TACKS 10c TAX 
ON PASSES FOR FUND 


Los Angeles, Jan. 19. 

In an effort to cut down the num- 
ber of passes, Fox-West Coast has 
introduced the 10 cent service 
charge for each free admission in 
all Louses. 

Money derived from the Oakleys, 
states F-WC, will not be looked on 
as revenue but goes into a special 
charity fund to aid employees need- 
ing emergency assistance. If any 
money is left from this it is to be 
turned over to charity. 

Same system is followed by F- 
WC as that worked out by Harry 
Arthur last year for the Fox the- 
atres east. Checkup there, based 
on the first three months of 1931 
as compared with the last three of 
1930, showed the number of passes 
had been cut 70%. 

Three kinds of passes are exempt 
from the Gime tax. These are the 
six months cards issued to officers, 
directors, division managers and 
employees of F-WC; city, county 
and state officials, and newspaper, 
magazine, critics and advertising 
company Officials. 

The latter two groups will have 
cards bordered by 52 stars, and it’s 
up to the doorman to punch a star 
for each person admitted. Holder 
can take the family along, but that 
means his pass is up that much 
sooner. These tickets are good only 
to June 30, 1932. 











Demand for Shorts 


Minneapolis, Jan. 18. 

Demand for short subjects in the 
territory is greater than ever, dis- 
tributors here declare. They are 
being used in place of double fea- 
tures. Instead of reducing admis- 
sions, exhibitors are giving patrons 
more shorts. 

Local independent exchanges also 
claim to be doing strong business. 
Western pictures are in particular 
demand for the smaller spots. 

Decreasing amount of national 
product and the price situation are 
| factors, say the indie distribs. 





| help 





R. I. Union Says Boys 
Must Aid Bill Posters 


Providence, Jan. 18. 
The Providence Central Federated | 
Union has served notice on mem- } 
bers of the Providence Musicians’ 
Protective Association and_ the | 
Stagehands’ Union here that they | 
will be barred from membership in | 
the parent organization unless they 
the bill posters’ union in its | 
fight to obtain recognition from the- 
atre exhibitors here, 
Bill posters want the exhibitors 
to hire organized labor for bill post- 
ing work throughout the state. 
Members claim they have been re- 
ceiving little support from musi- 
cians and stagehands. 
Under the edict the musicians and 
stagehands are given two weeks in 
which to meet the ultimatum. 


BOOTH MEN GO RADIO 
ON CLAIMED LOCKOUT 


Spartanburg, S. C., Jan. 18. 

Eight union operators are out in 
the two Publix-Kincey houses here 
and four non-union men are in | 
Union men claim they were literally 
‘locked out’, saying they. found pad- | 
locks on the doors of the projection | 
booths. 

The ‘locked out’ men are appeal- 





lic interest is languid. 





Pan Reopening 


Kansas City, Jan. 18. 

Pantages theatre, dark for nearly 
a year, opens Jan. 23 as a first run 
picture house. New operating com- 
pany is composed of local men, with 
L. M. Garman as manager, 

Intention is to feature Columbia 
pictures, although they will not be 
used exclusively. Pop prices 20 and 
35 cents will prevail. Harry Franks, 
organist, wille be featured, 

Theatre originally opened in 1921 
and has a capacity of 2,200. 





Machat Reopening Arty 
Punch and Judy, Chicago 


Chicago, Jan. 18. 

Deal is practically set for the tiny 
Punch and Judy to open after hav- 
ing been shuttered for months. 
Louis Machat, original operator, 
plans to reopen the house by Feb. 1 
and is negotiating a 10-year lease 
with the Chicago Musical College 
which owns the house. 

Machat, back on his feet after 
having spent weeks in the hospital 
with a fractured hip, will operate 
the theatre.in conjunction with his 
foreign spot, the Ufa Cinema. Lease 





As Unemployment Relief 


Albany, Jan. 18. 
As a means of raising money for 
the unemployed of the city, adminis- 
tration has sanctioned Sunday films. 
Action is interpreted among theatre 


snows on the Sabbath in this town 
of 125,000. 

Plan continues for the RKO Pal-| 
|ace to put on its stage show. What! 
| percentage of the grosses are to be | 
{turned over to the city is not known 








ward Island and the island colony | 50% EXPRESS REDUCTION 
Fair- | Denver, Jan. 18. 


weather, for several years business! 


Anthony P. Archer is taking up|! 


| the matter of a 50% reduction in| 
|return express charges on films| 
, With the Railway Express agency | 
and is trying to secure for exhibi- 
tors in this section the same privi- 
leges already enjoyed in the south- 
east. 
It is said that this cut will ; 

|express charges below parcel post, 
save the exhibs a fourth of their 


shipping charges and will give the 
express companies most of the 


shipping 


filrn 
business, 
Crash from Scratch 
Los Angeles, Jan. j8 
Large concrete ornament on thé 

Boulevard theatre building fell Fri- 
day morning, crashing through a 
parked car belonging to Mac Guest, 
| 


No one hurt. 


Albany Has Sunday Shows | 


| tion of which Machat is vice-presi- 
|} dent and Roland Chinook, president. 


men and thousands of residents, as| ler 
the first real move to bring about! folded, another will take its place, 


| Trailer Service, headed by two for- 


i nine 


| Laboratories. 


theavy losers. 


is being taken by a new corpora- 


New Trailer Co. 


As against the elimination of one 
independent trailer company, Sem- 
Cinema Service, which has 





New organization will be Welgot 


mer officials of Meyer-Rieger Lab. 
(trailers, etc.), Charles Welch and 
Martin Gottlieb. Latter was for 
with Consolidated 


years 


Welgot has taken over the equip- 


|developments of a 


| supersede, or 


iful in 


ing for ‘fair play’ over radio. Pub- | 


\i 


Predict Long Delay for Use of 
5-5-) Due to Present Conditions 


+ 





The 5-5-5 form of exhibition con- 
into usage 
in the light of 
comparatively 

That it ever 
act as a companion 
forms 
all distributors 
is looked upon as extremely doubt- 
the 


tract may never 
within the 


come 


industry 


recent nature. will 


contract, to the individual 


now being used by 


advance of new 


selling 


} season next summer, at which time 


it was slated to come into existe 
ence, 

In the face of economic stress, the 
fighting by every producer-distribu- 
on the 


satisfaction 
now used, 


tor to market 
best 


its pictures 
possible 
with individual 
and other circumstances, inner in- 
dustry quarters are anything but 
sanguine concerning the adoption of 
the 5-5-5 pact. It will at least be 
stalled until the industry recovers 
from the present conditions, it is 
confidently believed. 
Allied Changes 
The replacement of 
Myers as president of Allied by 
W. A. Steffes, long a militant ex- 
hibitor leader, is also pointed to ag 
bearing weight in connection with 
the 5-5-5 contract. Allied, which 
with the distributors, drafted the 
exhibition agreement, is now headed 
by a theatre owner, who has fre- 
quently been troublesome for the 
distribs. In that Myers was from 
| the outside and did not himself 
|operate theatres, he was looked 


terms, 
forms 


Abram F, 


j}upon more kindly by the m ; 
I yi 4 . é ajar, 


producer-distribs, is another con- 
tention within trade circles. 
Sidney Samuelson, now v. p. of 
Allied, and H.*M. Richey, third in 
command, are also known to distri- 
butors through disagreements in 
the past, particularly Samuelson, 
who sued the Hays’ office and all 


distribs at one time on anti-trust 
charges. 
Hence, with all distribs concen- 


trating on selling problems while 
trying to avoid politics and trouble, 
it will probably be considered ad- 
visable to go along with exhibs in 
as amicable manner as_ possible. 
That this may be accomplished by 
forgetting about the 5-5-5 contract, 
which calls for arbitration and 
many other pre-talker clauses, is 
quite apt to happen. 





Suits Bring Receiver 
For Dickinson Theatres 


Kansas City, Jan. 18, 

Following a suit brought in United 
States Federal Court, alleging mis- 
management of the Dickinson thea- 
tres by a group of some 30 in Kan- 
sas and Missouri, an equity receiver 
was appointed for the corporation. 
Suit was filed against Glen W. Dick- 
inson Theatres, Inc., by Mrs. Regina 
Frasier who alleges $20,000 rent due 
her as owner of the houses at Paola, 
and Ossawatomie, Kans, 

Tetitioners say the capital stock 
of the organization is valued at 
$470,000 and that the class B stock, 
owned by Glen Dickinson, is the 
only voting stock, They say the 
company has debts of $125,000 and 
is solvent, but is mismanaged. 

Dickinson and his attorney deny 
the charges and say that the com- 
pany is solvent. 

Judge Reeves late Saturday (16) 
vacated the order he made earlier in 
the week, appointing a receiver, 
when he was shown that the peti- 





nent of Semler. | 
‘ — ——— | 
lowa-Neb. Pact 
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Omaha. Jan. 
Iowa and Nebraska indie exhib | 
|} state organizations affiliated with 


Allied will merge into a two-state | 


body during the three-day conven- 


ition being held at the Paxton hotel 


tion for the receiver was in error 


when it was alleged that the com- 
pany was operating without a board 


of directors. 


TWO P.A.’S SHIFT 
tesigning from Moss’ Broadway 
as p.a., Joe Rifkin yesterday (Mon- 
day) became the New York rep of 


here Jan, 18-20. Between 350 and| Leo Morrison, Hollywood picture 
200 exhibs from the two states, as agent. 

ee l ae fran hoy - ‘ 

well as from other states in the] He succeeds Maxwell Arno, who 
midwest, are present. 


| 


DROPPING DARK HOUSES 


Detroit, Jan. 18. | 
Publix will drop the Adams and | 
the Madison theatres here when the | 
leases expire later this year 
Houses were assumed when Publix 
took over the entire Kunsky group. 
goth spots have been closed for 
{more than a year, having been | 


last week joined Warner Bros. as 
assistant to Walter Mevers, head of 
the vaude hooking office. 


Greenburger Moves In 
Sanford Greenburger has followed 
Martha Wilchinski as p. a. for the 
Little Playhouse, New 
York foreign film house, 
Greenburger was formerly story 


Carnegie 


ed for Warners. 
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Special Publicity in 


ZARIETY 


Winder a Special Plare 





“Variety’s” Special Publicity Plan has been function- 
ing for some years. It has been employed by many of the 
newly-made stars in Pictures, Vaudeville and Radio, while 
the standard players and attractions have long since dis- 
covered its value in the advancement of stage position 
and salary. 


The campaign is destined to keep a professional name 
continuously before the show business, all over the world, 
every week for 52 weeks in a year. This publicity may be 
used in displayed type or pictorially, but does not include 
reading matter, other than a limited caption under cuts. 


“Variety’s” Publicity Plan is made sufficiently flexi- 
ble in cost to meet almost any condition. 


A copy of the plan with other information as may be 
desired can be obtained at any “Variety” office. 


CHICAGO NEW YORK HOLLYWOOD 


Woods Theatre Bldg. 154 West 46th St. Taft Building 
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AGENTS NEED NO LICENSE 





Coast Vande Union Finds $7.50 Day 


Minimum Hopeless; Agent Gyps 


Jan. 18 
the 


Los Angeles, 

Organized only one month, 
California Artists’ Protective Asso- 
ciation, a band of vaude and club 
performers who notified all agents 
that $7.50 per day would be the 
minimum salary for any actor play- 
ing within a radius of 25 miles of 
L. A., is sounding its members on 
a proposed cut of the minimum. 
New rate, if accepted by members, 
will be $5. 

Association has not been success- 
ful in tying up the vaude and club 
business. With some 300 members 
it was felt that their demands 
would be recognized. Agents found 
there were as many acts hereabouts 
who did not belong to the C. A. P. 
A. as were members and willing to 
work for what they could get. 

Then, too, a number of the mem- 
bers who are feeling the pinch have 
accepted engagements for under the 
scale, with one or two gyp agents 
protecting them on their short 
money dates, 

Frank Freeman, president of the 
California Artists’ Protective Asso- 
ciation, went to San Francisco to 
help organize a San Francisco local. 


KATE SMITHS 
$6,000 WEEKLY 





As a result of the business she’s 
eurrently drawing in the RKO New 
York neighborhood theatres, Kate 
Smith’s vaudeville salary will be 
lifted to $6,000 when she opens Feb. 
6 in Washington. Miss Smith has 
gzix additional RKO weeks in the 
middle west, including one in Chi- 
eago, at the same. money. 

Out of the $6,000, Miss Smith will 
pay her own wire charges in order 
to continue her regular CBS nightly 
eommercial broadcasts from out of 
town. 

Last week at the RKO Franklin, 
New York, in a full week in that 
eplit-week uptown house, Miss 
Smith was credited with a big ma- 
jority of the $16,500 gross. She beat 
‘Frankenstein’ (U), which preceded 
her, and played a full week, by 
$2,000, The Franklin’s average 
Wweek’s gross is around $8,000. It 
fs this date which is believed to 
have closed the $6,000 salary deal. 

Miss Smith was on the long run 
bill with Lou Holtz at the Palace 
last fall and credited equally in the 
trade with Holtz with holding that 
show in for eight weeks. 

The songstress’ vaudeville book- 
fmgs are direct between RKO and 
CBS. 


Carroll Bills Act for 
Paint Nicks—They Walk 


Slate Brothers walked out of Earl 
Carroll's ‘Vanities’ Wednesday (13) 
after being billed for $50 by Earl 
Carroll for scratching some of the 
Paint off the walls of their dressing 
Foom. Boys also complained of 
Some of their comedy bits being 
@liminated. 

Pair opens for Publix in New 
York Jan. 29 with the Brooklyn 
Paramount to follow. Subsequently 


ked for six weeks with Warner 
Bros. 








SLATES SET FOR PUBLIX 
Three Slate Bros. went out of Ear! 
Carroll's ‘Vanities’ Saturd: iy (16) 
They open for Publix Jan. 29 at 
New York Paramount. 


Act gave two weeks’ 
Carroll. 


notice 1o 


EDDIE BI BURKE—BENEDICT 


San Francisco, Jan. 18. 
Eddie Burke. local booking agent, 


Will wed Lucille Faweett, non-pro, 
Jan. 23. 


surke is a bachelor of some 35 
years standing. 








PUCK STOPS DANCING 


Retiring to Become Vaude Producer 
With Herbert Hoey 

Harry Puck is 

acting end to 


the 
pro- 


retiring from 
turn vaudeville 


ducer in partnership with Herbert 
Hoey. 
Puck has been a legit musical 


dancing juvenile. He stopped danc- 
ing last week in Boston when ‘Three 
Little Girls’ closed... Puck had a run 
of 67 weeks in that show. 


FORCE TEST OF SUNDAY 
FILMS BUT VAUDE BAN 


Reading, Pe nn., Jan. 18. 

Legal action is in prospect here 
today as a result of the closing last 
night (19). By order of Police 
Commissioner John S&S. Giles, of the 
Park Theatre, vaudeville house 
operated by the United Chain The- 
atres, Philadelphia and New Jersey 
interests, because the manager, 
Ray Wolff, attempted to defy the 
Sunday closing order for vaudeville 
theatres. 

The order went into effect at 
three other vaudeville shows the 
Sunday previous, but Wolff, mak- 
ing a special plea for one week's 
extension because he had already 
contracted for his acts, was granted 
permission to stay open Sunday 
night, Jan. 10. 

Yesterday he advertised a Sun- 
day night vaudeville show as usual 
and made another visit, with Lou 
Berman, Philadelphia manager of 
the chain, to Giles’ office. Giles re- 
fused a further extension. As the 
other vaudeville houses were show- 
ing pictures only and had complied 
with the ‘no vaudeville’ order, 

A squad of police was on duty at 
opening time last evening and the 
house was kept dark, police refus- 
ing to let patrons enter. 

The place, owned by the Loyal 
Order of Moose, has 1,700 seats and 
is one of the largest in Reading, 
completed about three years ago. 

Henry M. Jenkins, Great North 
Moose of the lodge, said that Giles 
in his decision that Sunday pictures 
may be shown, but Sunday vaude- 
ville is illegal, is taking too much 
for granted. 





‘Kiki’s’ Complaint 


‘Kiki’ Roberts says the 
Skouras Bros. owe her a last half 
and she’s vut to get it through 
vaudeville’s official complaint bu- 
reau, the V. M. A.” 

Last week Miss Roberts was 
booked for the Park Plaza and Cro- 
tona, New York, by F & M., but 
played the Crotona only, with the 
Skourasas cancelling the Park Plaza 
on grounds that the F. & M. office 
was not authorized to issue a con- 
tract for that date. 

This week Miss Roberts is dou- 
bling between Bridgeport and New 
Haven for F. & M. 


Minevitch and Theatre 
In Dispute Over Lateness 


Borrah Minevitch filed a claim 
yesterday (Monday) with the V. M. 
A. for full salary from the St. 
George theatre, Staten Island, which 
cancelled the harmonica man Sun- 
day (17) on a charge of missing a 
show. 


Marion 





Theatre alleged Minevitch held up) 


one show by reporting late on the 
opening day. Saturday, and Sun- 
day missed a performance entirely. 
Mineviteh contends he was there 
on time Sunday, but the manage- 
ment refused to let him go on, 


Sally O'Neil and Pardo 


Sally O'Neil, of pictures, and 
Eddie Pardo, of vaudeville, are re- 
hearsing a two-act. 

They were teamed by Max Hart 


Sid Silvers is writing the material] 
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in Case of Hyde vs. Rosita 
—High Court Orders New 


Out Because Hyde Had 
No License 


MANAGEMENT 


IS KEY 


Appellate Division of the New 


York Supreme Court, First Depart- 
ment, has ruled that no employment 


license is necessary between an 
agent and a theatrical performer. 

This verdict is handed down by 
Judge Sherman in the damage ac- 
tion of Johnny Hyde (William Mor- 
ris office) against Rosita, dancer, 
and her parents, which was thrown 
out of court last year by Judge In- 
graham, Supreme Court, when Hyde 
admitted to having no license. 

The verdict on appeal in effect is 
that an agent, provided he can show 
that he has rendered managerial 
services, or acted as a personal rep- 
resentative for an actor, and where 
the seeking of employment for an 
actor is incidental to management, 
does not require an employment 
license. 

Question of whether or not an em- 
ployment license is necessary in a 
managerial agreement between an 
agent and a theatrical performer 
has been a moot one for years. 
Many cases have been refused trial 
upon admittance of the agent that 
he possessed no such license. None 
of these decisions has been appealed 
to the Appellate Division except one, 
that of Palowski versus Woodruff, 
with no decision handed down by 
the higher court in that case. 

The Hyde matter marks the first 
time the Appellate Division has 
given a decision on the points in- 
volved. 

Judge’s Opinion 

Judge Sherman wrote in this new 
opinion that the contract Hyde had 
with Rosita (dancer) and her par- 

(Continued on page 63) 


VAUDE LIKELY 
FOR BROADWAY 





After a discouraging attempt 
with straight pictures, B. S. Moss 
is reported convinced he must place 
a stage show of some kind in the 
Broadway. It will probably be regu- 
lar vaudeville, with Clark and Mc- 
Cullough possibly on the first show. 
Date not set, 

Moss was offered the Arthur 
Klein show of radio personalities, 
but turned it down. This show was 
also offered to Warner Bros. for 
their Hollywood two weeks ago and 
similarly n. g.’d. Also considered 
by Moss was a girl show to be 
staged by N. T. G. That also appears 
out. 

Meanwhile Broadway is marking 
time with pictures, holding over 
The House Divided’ (U) currently, 
even though it fell under $2,000 on 
its first week. 


Bullish on Names 


Chicago, 





Jan. 18. 
B. & K. has also gone bullish for 
big names. With Cantor and Jessel 
at the Chicago this week and Cab 
Calloway due soon, Louis Lipstone 
is angling for as many stage attrac- 
tions as are available. 
| Tentatively set for next month are 





|Charley Chase, from Hal Roach 
screen comedies, and the Vincent 
Lopez band. 30th ~will probably 


' play the OrientaL 


Trial—Originally Thrown | 


Reverses Previous Decision | 








F RY RKO Rooks Give Work to 20 More 


Acts a Week on Bolstered Bills 





Jessel’s Flare 


Chicago, Jan. 18. 
Champ steam-up of the week 
was put on by Georgie Jessel 


when he was 
described as ‘a 


columnistically 
$4,000 


Beck Quickly Tires, 
Turns Back Palace 
To Theatre Dept. 


stooge’. 











Martin 
active 


Beck 
interest he 


already has lost the 


held for a few 
days in the management of the RKO 
New York. 
Beck turned back 
quired managerial 
Plunkett, the general theatre oper- 
ator for RKO. 

With the RKO theatre department 
again in command, E. M. Glucksman 
returned as a daily oberver for the 
department at the Palace, and once 
again Arnold Van Leer became its 
press agent. Previously, and under 
instructions from Beck, Elmer Rog- 
ers, manager of the Palace, had 
doubled as p. a. 

With Beck’s bow out his scheme 
to restore the former front of the 


Palace, Last Thursday 


his reecntly ac- 


desire to Joe 


Palace, in place of the present new 
lobby there, was automatically 
abandoned. 


Had ’Em Dizzy 

It’s said that the rapidity of Beck’s 
orders in connection with the Pal- 
ace kept the RKO working crew 
dizzy. Another subject of more in- 
terest to Beck is reported the pres- 
ent Orpheum circuit group of losing 
theatres under RKO. Beck is said 
to be concentrating more upon the 
picture rental paid by those theatres 
in the west than why the Palace on 
Broadway spends $2,000 or more a 
week in advertising. 

The Orpheum theatres pay 15% of 
the gross as rental for the pictures 
they play. Beck, from account, hasn’t 
yet been able to fathom why the 
rates for the pictures have gone up 
on the Orpheum Circuit since he 
was its president many years ago 
and madé the weekly limit for any 
kind of film $300. 

Beck still maintains his office on 
the northeast corner of the sixth 
floor of the Palace theatre building. 
It is the best office space of the 
suite. It also saves Beck the wear 
and tear of walking over to his own 
theatre office in the Peck theatre 
building on 45th street west of 8th 
avenue. The Beck theatre is one of 
his steady income makers. It is 
under lease to the Theatre Guild. 


Bee Lillie’s Troupe 





Although the booking office only 
asked for six, Beatrice L,llie is using 
15 extra people in her act at the 
Palace, New York, this week, and 
paying them out of her own salary. 

The people were all with Miss 
Lillie in the last ‘Little Show.’ Her 
Palace act includes a from 
that musical, 


scene 


‘Peaches’ on Wheel 


‘Peaches’ Browning is 
ing Columbia 
the road as 
wheel shows. 


now play- 
houses on 
added attraction to 


burlesque 
an 


Last week with ‘Bare Facts’ at 
Jimmy Lake’s Gayety, Washington. 
This week Baltimore. 


DOC MAYER LOSES TONSILS 





Dr. Edgar Mayer, the NVA Sara- 
nac head, left New York minus his 
tonsils last week after coming into 
town for the trip only. 

The NVA medico visited a medi- 
cal friend and the latter ordered 
him immediately to a hospital for 
a clipping. Dr. Muyer went home 
after two dave 


| 


| 


e > — 

Added vaudeville spots from RKO, 
meaning 20 or more acts booked 
weekly than in the past, results 
from increase of bills by one attrac- 
tion in most all the Greater New 


York houses. Where four act shows 
had 


most of 


either regularly or 
the 
had been 


a sixth is now to come in. 


been used 


the time, five is now 


policy, while where five 
booked, 

The 86th Street last week jumped 
to six acts and Flushing, L. L, to 
five. Effective Saturday (16) Coli- 
seum, Kenmore, Madison, Chester, 
and Franklin went into permanent 
bills of six acts for both halves of 
the week. Newark will regularly 
get five, as will Royal, Yonkers; 
Albee (Brooklyn), and Fordham, 
The Hippodrome and Jefferson will 
stick to eight. 

Kenmore and Chester lately start- 
ed adding two acts to intacts (four 
acts) on halves the units came in. 
For the 86th, which was going along 
for a long time with four acts and 
only recently went to five, its a 
boost of two in a short time. 





JACKIE COOPER 
AT $7,500 FOR 
FOX-WB 


eastern stage weeks at $7,- 
500 per, with Warners 
and Fox-Fanchon & Marco, are set 


for Jackie Cooper. He opens Feb. 5 
for WB at the Stanley, Pittsburgh, 
with a second WB week following 
at the Mastbaum, Philadelphia. 
The two Fox weeks probably will 
include one out of town date plus 
a week at the Roxy, New York. 
Weber-Simon arranged. 


Four 


two each 





Cigaret Ether Talent Due 
For RKO Around Feb. 1 


CBS Camel period, 


Morton Downey, Tony Wons and 


the Jacques Renard orchestra of 16 
men, is tentatively set to open for 
RKO Feb. . in Boston. 

Arrangements for broadcasting 
the period nightly from out of town 
on schedule time have not been 
completed. Until they are, the RKO 
booking will not be final. 

The Camel period will do 60 min- 
utes for vaudeville. 


» “tat “ 
comprising 





Too Quick 


Gus Shy spoke too fast when can- 
celing a week’s RKO vaudeville 
booking last week to answer a 
Hollywood talker call. 

While waiting for confirmation on 
the picture job from Leo Morrison, 
Shy canceled the last half in 
Flushing and the current f.h. at the 
86th St., New York. 

As yet he’s minus the picture 
along with the stage 


SCHANBERGER UNDER KNIFE 
Baltimore, 18.0.4 
Lawrence Schanberger, manager 
of Keith’s theatre, is in Mercy Hos- 
pital recuperating from a recent op- 
eration. 
Schanberger has been ill for sev- 
eral months but is regarded well on 
the way to recovery. 


JUNE-KEMPER TEST 


Jan. 18. 


job 
week. 


Jan. 


Holly wood, 





Lucille June and Charles Kemper, 
of Harry Delmar’s vaude act, at the 
RKO last week, may join the War- 


| ner ranks. 


i WB 


They are being given a test at the 


studio today (Monday). 


_ 


~she 
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RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 77 
(Week Jan. 23), Dayten, Ohie 


THE ORANTOS 
“Heads Up” 
World’s-Only-Double-Perch-Act 
(Direction of Jack Weiner) _ 


MARTHA MORTON 


The Darling of the 4 Mortons 


and EDDIE PARKS 


The Slick Soap Salesman 
(Direction of Thos. J. Fitzpatrick) 


An Artistic Idea From Paris 


“LIVING JEWELRY” 


with HOOVER and CAMP 
Evelyn Singer and 
Stanley Simmons 

(Direction of Chas. Morrison) 


DON 
ZELAYA 


The Philosophical Pianist 


(Direction of Weber-Simon) 














RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 82 
(an. 23). Kenmere & Madison, B’klya 


GLORY E. LEE 


and 


HARRIS TWINS 


TWO JACKS AND A QUEEN OF PEP 
(Direction of Sam Shannon) 


vic OLIVER 


Europe's Gift to America 
with MARGOT CRANGLE 


(Direction of Phil Offin) 


CASS, MACK and OWEN 


“On the Up and Up” 


(Direction of Tishman & O'Neal) 


Tells You About Women Here, 
There and Everywhere 


(Direction of Jack Weiner) 


























RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT %6 
(Week Jan. 23), RKO, Toledo, Ohio 


VERNON RATHBURN 


“The Prince of Rhythm” 
AND HIS SAX-0-TETTE 
(Dir. Harry Ward—Max Gordon) 


EDITH BOW 


With Her “MAN TROUBLE” 


Songs by Jean Paurel 
(Direction of Lee Stewart) 


THE DANCING ADAMS 


“Tripping the Gay Fantastic” 
(Direction of Harry Fitzgerald) 














DOCTOR 


ROCKWELL 


MAKER OF FINE CIGAR ASHES 
SINCE 1889 


(Direction of Harry Fitzgerald) 


RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 8&1 
Gan. 23), RKO, Syracuse. New York 


Songland’s Pep 
ANN ROTH kepresentative 


JOY FINLEY fe", 
Princess MARY DUNCKLEY _ 
WALTER (Mouse) POWELL 
Benny's Bad Boy and 


TRED™ PEPPER 


The Cayenne Comedian 











The Three Playboys 


DENNY LYNCH 
MYRL ALDERMAN 
RAY EHRHART 


The Uitimate in Harmony 


BENNY 
MEROFF 


and His Famous Orchestra 


Personal Mgr. George Woods 
(Dir. Bill McCaffery-Leo Fitzgerald) 

















RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 175 
(Week Jan. 23), RKO, Milwaukee, Wis. 


~“HAZEL MANGEAN’S GIRLS 


with ADELITA TATALI 
4 SPEEDS—AND NO BRAKES 
(Dir. of John Hickey-Jack Curtis) 


HOWARD--FINE--HOWARD 


“THE THREE LOST SOLES” 


with 
JACK WALSH 

(Direction of Blondell & Mack) _ 
THE DECEITFUL ENTERTAINER 


FRED KEATING 


In Spite of 


“The Great Alexander” 


(Dir. Chas. H. Allen—M. 8. Bentham) 


ADELAIDE 
HALL 


‘The Crooning Blackbird’ 


(Direction of Weber-Simon) 














RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 80 
(Week Jan. 23), RKO, Rochester, New York 


EBONY FOLLIES 
“A Musical Comedy Romance 
from Alabam’ ” 
(Direction of Harry A. Romm) 


WILL and GLADYS AHERN 


with Brother Den 
“Arizona’s Fun Spinners” 
(Direction of Milton Lewis) 











Vaudeville’s Popular 
HEALY and CROSS 
in 


“The Stage Salesmen of Songs” 
(Direction of Charles H. Allen) 


—— 





a 





Loew Circuit Will 
Play ‘Crazy’ as Tab 
One Week—Cleve. 


Gregory Ratoff’s condensed ‘Girl 
Crazy’ opens for Loew’s Feb. 26 in 
Cleveland. The Loew deal is for 
that week only at $8,000, with the 
circuit holding options for addi- 
| tional time. 

Louis K. Sydney and Marvin 
Schenck went to Chicago last week 
to see the musical, 








They were ac- 


|companied by Sam Lyons (Lyons 
|}and Lyons), Ratoff’s agent in the 
Loew negotiations. At the same 


time Abe Lastfogel, of the William 
Morris office, hopped into Chi and 
signed the show for all representa- 
tion outside of Loew’s. 

‘Girl Crazy’s’ proposed wvaude 
week for RKO in Cincinnati during 
February was called off when both 
sides failed to get together, after 
which Ratoff decided to play picture 
houses only. He cancelled three and 
a half weeks of Shubert legit book- 
ings in Boston and New Haven. The 
show is currently at the Paradise, 
Chicago, and has four more Publix 
weeks at the Uptown (Chicago), 
Minneapolis, Detroit and Buffalo to 
play before starting on the Loew 
time. 

Bert Gcedon, standard vaude 
comic, took Ratoff’s place in the 
comedy lead when the actor-pro- 
ducer left his show last week to 
take a one picture job with Radio 
in Hollywood. 





SPECIAL OFFER 


for a Limited Time 


FINE ORIGINAL PHOTOGRAPHS 
With ideas for Publicity and Lobby Use 


200 ais $50-00 


8x10 
Glossy or Dull Finish 








212 West 48th St. 
NEW YORK 


Tel. CHickering 4-3960 














ARTHUR. MORTON 
HAVEL 
“Hot Washes otes H. C. Greene 


With Helen Lockhart, Denise Dooley 
and Bud Williamson 


(Dir. Jess Freeman—Chas. Morrison) 


BOBBY MAY 


“Doing Something New” 
With JOE HOLMES 


Edw. 8. Keller ouR-K-0 











——s 


Matter of Sunday Acts 
Is Not Yet Closed 


Lexington, Ky., Jan, 18. 

The war against Sunday stacg 
shows in Lexington has not ended 
with the fining of 14 artists who 
took part in a Sunday vaude bil] at 
the Kentucky (Publix). County ate 
torney caused the arrest of 10 ace 
tors at the Ada Meade theatre, 
where Sabbath stage performances 
have been going on for months. 

George Vaughn, the county at. 
torney, says he will demand separate 


Milwaukee’s Names 
Milwaukee, Jan. 18. 


With Sophie Tucker due at Uni- 
versal’s Alhambra this Friday (22), 
and El Brendel at the Fox Wiscon- 
sin the same week, this beer town 
is starting something of a stage 
show rally. 

Warner’s is making a last-minute 
stab at securing a name attraction 
for its new house here the same 
week, Ted Lewis is at the Warner 
spot currently for one week. 


FLOCK OF IMITATIONS 


A nine people act comprising peo- 
ple who imitate film stars is being 





produced by Ez Keough and Jack arenes Sus each of the performers in 
Fine. an effort to obtain a jury that will 
Those due to be mimicked arej convict. Billie Starr, woman, was 
Greta Garbo, Miriam Hopkins, first to be tried but the jury could 

Nancy Carroll, Dolores Del Rio, 
not agree, so her case was cone 


James Cagney, Buster Keaton, Slim 
Summerville and Pola Negri, tinued. 

House took advantage of a state 
statute that permits ‘acts of charity’ 
on Sundays by announcing that part 
of the day’s proceeds would be given 
to charity. The other performers 
and the manager of the theatre stil] 
face trial. 





DELMAR AT L. & L. 


Jule Delmar, the former Keith 
vaudeville booker, is with the Lyons 
& Lyons agency in charge of the 
club department, 
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Marcus Loew 
BOOKING AGENCY 


‘General &xecutive Offices 


LOEW BUILDING 
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J. H. LUBIN 


GENERAL MANAGER 


MARVIN H. SCHENCK 


BOOKING MANAGEB 

















RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 74 
(Week jan. 23), RKO, Minneapolis, Minn, 


BOB STICKNEY 


With LILLIAN AYLIN 
in “UP A TREE” 
(Direction of Harry Fitzgerald) 


MAKER and REDFORD 
“The Ear Bender” 


(Direction of Jack Curtis) 


THE WORLD FAMOUS 


SINGER’S 
MIDGETS 
OF 1932 


(Direction of Weeden-Schultz) 











RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 79 
(Week Jan. 23), 105th St., Cleveland, Ohio 
THE AVALONS 
A Thrill a Second 
(Dir. of Billy Jackson & Jeff Davis) 


HAL NIEMAN 


“The Vagabond Rover” 
(Dir. of John Hickey-Jack Curtis) 


DONATELLA BROTHERS 


and CARMEN 
in 
“Wait and See” 
(Dir. of Jeff Davis & Billy Jackson) 




















CLARA BARRY 


AND 


ORVAL WHITLEGE 


“He Doesn’t Know the Music and 
She Doesn’t Know the Words” 


(Dir. of Thomas J. Fitzpatrick) 





THE ONE 


ED 














RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 173 
(Week Jan. 23), RKO, St. Paul, Minn. 


FORTUNELLO and CIRILLINO 
“The Happy Hooligans” 


(Direction of Weber-Simon) 


HOPE VERNON 


« “Singer of Romance” 
(Direction of Jack Weiner) 


Meet 
MARTY MAY 


Friend of Thousands, Annoyed by 


Jean Carroll 
(Direction of Chas. Morrison) 


ANATOLE FRIEDLAND’S 


“SHOW BOAT” 


with 


Marty May 

Jean Carroll] and a supporting cast, 
composed of a shipload of Anatole’s 
Beautiful Sallorettes 

(Direction of Chas, Morrison) 























RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 1% 
(Week Jan. 23), Columbus, Ohio 





CHAPPELLE - CARLTON 


“On the Stairway” 
(Direction of Marty Forkins) 


KRUGEL—ROBLES 


in 
‘DRUNK AGAIN’ 
(Direction of O. L. Oz—Morris & Oz) 


DON RUIZ and BONITA 


The South American Dancers 


With Sultana and Vivera 
Marie Patri—At tle Piano 
(Direction of Harry A. Romm) 


FRANK 
LIBUSE 


The Colonel of American Nuts 
with Myrtle Lansing 


(Personal Megr., Jesse H. Martin) 














BEWARE! 





22, 1926. 














There are pirates who are using his idea and his entire act play- 
ing in vaudeville theatres. 


TO MANAGERS— 


I am the ORIGINAL Red Donohue and Mule! 
TO COPYISTS! 


Any infringement on my act and its material will be 
prosecuted to the fullest extent of the law! 


My act and ideas are fully protected by Copyright, Record March 
Entry Class DXXC No. 74847. : 


AND ONLY, AND THE ORIGINAL 


DONOHUE 


(AND UNO) 
ANNOUNCES 


These are copyists! 


Direction, JERRY CARGILL 
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Dr S T kersburg, Clarkesburg, Fairmont, 
WB ops mall own Morgantown, Washington, Steuben- 
ville, Greensburg, Warren and 


Sharon. These spots used the shows 
from one to three nights each as a 
departure from regular. straight 
picture policies, 

Other towns will be added to the 
list when the idea is resumed in 
May or June. 


Band Acts Until Spring 


The eight band acts sent through 
a series of short dates in small 


Pennsylvania and southern towns 
py Warner Bros. having proved 
successful, policy will be resumed 
jn the spring. The lull will prevail 
during Johnny Harris’ marriage 
trip to Hollywood and honeymoon. 








SPRINGFIELD DROPS VAUDE 


Springfield, Mass., Jan. 18. 





Harris is Warners’ division man- Publix shelved vaude after a 

ager in Pa. month’s trial at the Paramount 
Towns played by the band acts in| here. Only other stage show in 

the experiment were Johnstown,|town is the Fox-Poli Palace with 

New Kensington, Butler, Donora,|F. & M. units. 

McKeesport, Tarentum, Altoona, Paramount has returned to doubk 

‘ambridge, Kenyon, Charleston, Par- | features. 


NEW HUB VAUDE. 
RKO PROSPECT 

















WEEK OF JANUARY 16 
PALACE, New York PALACE, New York 


BOBBY MAY 


On Parade with JOE HOLMES 


PALACE, New York 





PALACE, New York 


Direction, EDWARD S. KELLER 

















RKO is viewing new vaude possi- 
ibilities among its 
| which are still in straight pictures, 


own houses, 


‘including Boston, If okayed it will 
|mean combination shows in two| 


'RKO theatres up there, Keith's, al- 


ready using acts, and the Memorial, 
| straight film. 

| Meanwhile Providence, which has 
lhung in the balance for some time, 
jis set. It opens Saturday (23) with 


lsix acts on a full week. 


| Kalcheim will book from New York. 

The new RKO house in Denver, 
first set to open Jan. 23, then Jan. 
30, and probably to be further post- 


Harry 


Will Try Trademark 
Exploitation for Acts 


In an effort for further sales im- 
petus on vaudeville, RKO is work- 
ing out special lobby displays and 
trademarks of actors for ads. This 
added sales energy will first be ap- 
plied to intact shows, 

Initial colored life-size head cut- 
outs for lobby frames go for Benny 
Meroff and unit, starting its road 
tour to Syracuse, N. Y., Jan 23 
Trademark of Meroff’s head has 
been prepared for copy and ad use. 
The trademark idea is to try to 
establish RKO personalities through 


| head cuts similar to the one used} 
by Paul Whiteman. 

Effective with the Frank Libuse 
intact, now on tour, new sound 


trailers will also be used a week or 


i two ahead. 





F-M Placements 
Los Angeles, Jan. 18. 
Fanchon & Marco placements: A. 





for vaude. 
the Benver stop on the way 
|from the Coast. 


Los Angeles, Jan. 18 

RKO’s theatres here and in San 
Francisco may try a series of three 
name acts on the stage an ex- 
periment during February and 
March, Both houses are in straight 
pictures, with the Hillstreet, here, 
and Golden Gate, Frisco, playing 
the RKO vaudeville units. 

Ted Lewis and Duke Ellington, 
hoth band acts, and Thurston’s 
magic show are being negotiated for 
in New York on a guarantee and 
percentage basis. If booked, they 
will play two or three weeks in each 
house. 





as 





poned, will be another circuit spot ling with San Francisco, Jan. 27 
Road intacts will make | 5 by BECIIES, SAE. Sh. FO= 


back 


| Pantages, Hollywood, current 


| — —— 


Robbins to ‘Reflections’ unit start- 


placing Claudie Coleman. 
Marietta went in same unit at the 
week 


Elkort Changes 
Eddie Elkort, agent, formerly con- 
nected with the Ed Davidow office, 
is now with Anatole Friedland, 
| vaude producer. 





VAUDEVILLE HEADQUARTERS 


Hotel 


New 
an ee 


142 West 49th St. </ B’way |j 
41.50 e *10 | 


ep—Daily wp— Weekly 





New York City 


PRODUCE PRESENTATION 
UNITS FOR INDIE SALE 


Omaha, Jan. 18. 


Popular Amusement company, 
operating Moon and several other 
houses in Omaha, takes over Joe 
Marion Players, Inc., musical stock, 





and plans to produce stage band 
'units and cther shows under direc- 
| tion of Paul former Publix 
jm. c., and now musical director at 
| Paxton hotel. 

Idea is building of 
musical comedy shows, revues and 
|}stage band units at reasonable cost 


Spor, 
condensed 


ito be furnished to operate in con- 
i junction with pictures. 








BERT-JONAS-BILLY DIAMOND 
INDEPENDENT—RKO 


SIX FRANKLINS 


FEATURING 
ARMENTO 
WORLD'S FASTEST ACROBAT 











JIMMY MYRTLE 


| CONLIN and GLASS 


Enroute RKO 


Direction, TOM. J. FITZPATRICK 


Palace Theatre Bidg., 
New York City 











FOR LEASE 


Large with 20 rooms, Dance 
Floor, Dining Room, Private Beach, Lockers, 
etc. Located in Freepert, L. 1., formerly 
‘Light's Club.’ Suitable for Roadhouse, Yacht 
Club, Recreaticn Center. Moderate rental. 
L. Savino, 878 E. 43rd St., Bkiyn. Mansfield 
6-6414. 


Clubhouse 
































ENJOY. 


I AM GRATEFUL! 


Management 


CHARLES MORRISON 





WITH DEEP APPRECIATION AND PROFOUNDEST THANKS 
MY MANY FRIENDS WHO HAVE SO KINDLY COOPERATED WITH 
ME IN MAKING POSSIBLE ANY DEGREE OF SUCCESS I MAY 


MILTON BERLE 


RKO PALACE, NEW YORK 


INDEFINITELY 


TO 




















ES. 








RKO PALACE, 





Direction, HARRY A. ROMM 


LILLIAN SHADE wu AL SIEGAL 


NEW YORK, (This Week, Jan. 16} 
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FAIRMONT, W. VA. 


(‘BLUE RYHTHM’ UNIT) 


Fairmont, W. Va., Jan. 14. 

This is the fourth of the Warner 
Bros. stage units sent to 18 cities 
of the Pittsburgh zone seen here. 
It is stronger from a comedy stand- 
point and different from its prede- 
cessors in the respect that the stage 
band (five pieces} does not under- 
take numbers. 

There is a chorus of six girls and 
three acts listed as Roy Sedley Co., 
Dorothy Bushey and Loomis and 
Senna. Two of the choristers do a 
dance specialty as Gay and Jeanne. 
Title of the unit comes from the 
settine, with four big pillars and 
the costuming in this color. Unit 
runs 40 minutes and carries 17 
people. 

Sediey does an m. ce, throughout 
a@nd as the Warner management in- 
Bists upon a final announcement of 
the next stage attraction. Sedley 
also takes care of this matter with 
@ laugh here and there to get away 
from the routine ballyhoo. 


Show. is good entertainment of 
the type for these parts and is 
causing favorable comment. 


Loomis and Senna, two boys, are 


primarily dancers, while Dorothy 
Bushey, announced as from _ the 
Stanley theatre, Pittsburgh, and 


pings and goes into imitations, She 
Was seen here previously as mis- 
tress of ceremonies in another 
Warner unit. Sedley’s regular spe- 
eialty covers about everything, in- 
eluding a black-out. The chorus is 
Blightly adorned in the final num- 
ber, so that angle is taken care of, 


foo. 





CHICAGO 


(With Cantor and Jessel) 


j Chicago, Jan. 15. 

Riding into town on a wave of 
hhuzzahs, Eddie Cantor and George 
Jessel almost literajJly broke the 
doors down at the Chicago. What- 
ever expectations Publix-B&K had 
were realized when all 4,400 seats 
fn the ace loop house were populated 
before the first show (Friday). And 
a@oldout for more than two hours. 

“Brom the way it looked Friday 
morning, the house was all set to 
shoot at the $65,000 target, esti- 
mated on the four-a-day schedule, 
or even a new record if Cantor and 
Jessel would stretch it to five-a-day. 
All the inducements were there. 
Existing house record of $72,000 has 
been held by Guy Lombardo for 
three years. At five-a-day visions 
of nicking that record did not ap- 
pear exaggerated. 

But whether a new record is hung 
up or not, the Cantor-Jessel combo 
will leave a trail of gold behind that 
will bring a handsome profit to the 
house even after Cantor’s $10,000 
and Jessel’s $4,000 is deducted. Boys 
put on a show that will be remem- 
bered for a long time. Cantor for- 
got about his operation and Jessel 
about his adenoids, and the result 
was a 75-minute blast such as this 
stage has never seen before. And 
they were only just getting warmed 
up after it was all over. 

Answer is that after an hour and 
15 minutes of show the audience 
Was on its feet clamoring for more. 
It wasn’t the same show the boys 
did at the Palace; the facilities 
weren't there, but the atmosphere 
certainly was. Only Janet Reade, 
of the original Palace bill, came in 
for assistance. For the rest it was 
all Cantor and Jessel, with honors 
equally divided. 

Questionable policy of B&K was 
the elimination of ‘in person’ on all 
billing and publicity. Probably fig- 
ured people might think the boys 
Were going to come out for bows 
only. Hardly logical that Chicago, 
having seen and heard Cantor and 
Jessel for so many years, is as gul- 
lible as all that. Boys are doing 
more on this occasion, individually 
and collectively, than ever before. 
Attention arresting is the smooth 
manner in which their routines 
dovetail. Cantor has always been 
known as a fast thinker, but it can 
be recorded right now that Jessel is 
no slouch either. Jessel’s after- 
dinner speaking rep is no secret, 
but handling of lines and situations 
in this act will probably be enlight- 
ening to many. Eddie Cantor proves 
it wasn’t the blackface all these 
years. 

Miss Reade’s bits and blackout 
with Cantor and Jessel stamp her 
a trouper as well. With all eyes and 
ears on the comedians, Miss Reade 
had to expect the play be iaken 
away from her, and for that reason 
her slow ballad is probably out by 
now, for time saving. That time 

. Wehedule is important, especially if 
it’s going to be five shows a day. 
From the first show it seemed that 
Frankie Masters and his band, dou- 
bling from pit to stage, could have 
been cut. Masters was a happy 
choice on this layout and came 
through with snappy musical num- 
bers towards the finale that helped. 
For an opener the Three Rhythm 
Boys, colored,.started the ball roll- 
ing with fast leg work. 

Biggest laugh is the Scotch trav- 
esty with Cantor and Jessel talking 
Yiddish. It’s a takeoff on the Yid- 
dish-southern dialect and original. 

‘Two Kinds of Women’ (Par) on 
the screen meant nothing with 
plenty competition from ‘Mata Hari’ 
at the T°. A. and ‘Emma’ at the Mc- 

Vicker's Span. 
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Warner’s Hollywood 


Hollywood, Jan. 14. 
Jack Warner’s Rolls was in front 
of the Hollywood opening night. 
Maybe he scented what was going 
on in one of his theatres, 


At the rate of this stage policy it 
looks like a white elephant. The 
way it runs reminds of that old Chi- 
nese philosopher of show biz, Bow- 
Too-Long and On-Too-Long, and 
reminds doubly of the old school 
showman who wants to get lots out 
of the people he’s paying, on the 
theory he’s giving the public much 
for little. Result is a great bore. 
Nothing distinctive or distin- 
guished to the Jess Stafford stage 
band presentation as it has lately 
evolved. Starting off a couple of 
months ago with much eclat, the 
show is now a trite, conventional 
sequence, with the stage band doing 
the usual overture, then a specialty, 
anothef musical number, more spe- 
cialty, and then an unconvincing 
comedy attempt in the finale, this 
week a Mahatma Gandhi idea. 


Not that the screen fare wasn’t 
ditto. A Vitaphone short like ‘Hello 
Prosperity,’ with its marathon of 
dancemania on screen is enough to 
mitigate against any’ interest in ac- 
tual stage hoofing. Just another 
sample of poor booking. 

Even the trailers lack judgment in 
taking the public into consideration. 
The plugs for ‘Union Depot’ and the 
other Downtown-Westend show 
were over-long. 
Universal-McNamee talking re- 
porter newsreel was its usual bright 
start, but after that the show 
dragged with the exception of Gay- 
lord Carter’s entertaining organlog. 
Stage portion has Martha Vaughn, 
heralded Trish Nightingale,’ starting 
off the specialists. She should for- 
get the Irish and the nightingale and 
tra-la her stuff straight, and prob- 
ably get to ’em better. 

Eileen Parker, precocious kidlet in 
Chevalier and Etting impressions, 
and Bird and Seed, colored hoofers 
who overstayed, were other special- 
ists. 

Hard by, Grauman’s Egyptian 
opened currently with Al Kvale, vet 
m. c. Won't take much to dent the 
Hollywood's stage policy, according 
to current sample. Abel. 


ROXY, N. Y. 


New York, Jan. 15. 

‘Dance Team’ (Fox) on top this 
week with Jimmy Dunn in person 
and a five tableaux presentation 
symbolizing the inhabitants of vari- 
ous sections of the globe. It sums 
to a nice two-hour and a half show 
of which the stage end consumes 47 
minutes, counting Dunn’s 10, and 
the lead flicker 83. 
No splash of stage names this 
week, house figuring the feature and 
the presence of one of its players 
sufficient, plus the hope of a two 
weeks’ stay. Otherwise, Fred War- 
ing seems to be whipping his 48 
men into shape and acts as an ac- 
ceptable foil during Dunn's opening 
seconds. 
Film player who skyrocketed into 
prominence is following the same 
routine here as in the vaude houses 
on his personal appearance tour; a 
bit of introductory chatter, a song, 
and into the doctor’s office sequence 
from ‘Bad Girl.’ In front of 6,000 
seats no physical definition of Dunn 
is possible for the majority. This 
vastness also impedes the dramatics 
of his plea to the physician, but 
through sight rather than sound. 
However, it’s enough for the fans; 
they like it and smaller theatres 
will give Dunn a better break. 
Pretty hard to work vp any dra- 
matic intensity by a verbal explana- 
tion of the libretto and then plung- 
ing, cold, into the scene involved. 
Especially within these walls. 

Preceding extravaganza carries a 
feature in each of the five scenes, 
outstanding being the regular house 
ballet corps and the Roxyettes com- 
bining behind Pat Bowman, and 
four colored hoofers placed next to 
closing. Male dancers are helped by 
the preceding two items being slow, 
they’re fast legmania standing out 
in distinct contrast. Interest in the 
opening item devoted to the Amer- 
ican Indian with Princess Wah-oo- 
ah contraltoing and the Roxyettes 
waving feathered head dresses in an 
eye holding schedule of steps. 

It is the succeeding two 
which impede matters. Chinese 
troupe of Mr. Wu and Co. might 
better switch material to exclude 
the interpretation of the Guild’s 
‘Roar China,’ inasmuch as Dunn is 
later also doing a dramatic passage. 
It knocked the props from under 
what could have been a showmanly 
interlude. Follows Reri, the girl 
from ‘Tabu,’ and who quivered in 
the ‘Follies’ for awhile. Ten squat- 
ting Hawaiians behind strumming 
the accompaniment and a flabby 
Reri tossing those hips around. The 
familiar south Pacific cooch made 
none too attractive by the avoidu- 
pois this girl has picked up or 
through a build-up routine by the 
line girls which includes a couple of 
ugly movements. Further delay is 
a vocal introductory to the Negro 


items 


hot-chas, a prolonged item which 
doesn’t. fit in lieu of preceding 
events. 

Concluding insertion, the ballet. 


is a gem other than for three prop 
chandeliers hung from the flies as 
undecorative as unnecessary. The 





girls themselves, 56 of them, are all 


in conventional white costume and 
similarly colored wigs. One forma- 
tien, in which they merely line up 
at the foot of the cyc so that they 
stretch, shoulder-to-shoulder, from 
arch to arch, is an applause obtainer 
without the members having other- 
wise made a move. Miss Bowman 
specializes, again capably, and vari- 
ous formations round out a number 
so staged as to rank with anything 
the house has ever attempted in this 
line. An applause ballet is unusual 
enough. This week it is really sav 
ing what otherwise might have been 
a dull presentation. 

With the acquisition of Waring’s 
augmented outfit for the pit, the 
newsreel now opens the perform- 
ance. Band is currently contenting 
itself in providing selections from 
Romberg’s ‘Student Prince’ and later 
calling upon its affiliated vocaliers. 
Doing 13 minutes in all. 

Waring is losing a load of value 
from the singers in omitting to se- 
cure enough microphones. This soft 
and standardized singing can’t reach 
the corners under the amount of 
wire now being used, especially in 
the case of the Girl Friends, femme 
trio long with this band. Orchestral 
arrangements for the threesome 
continue to be fine examples of the 
type, backed by the boys as a whole, 
but if the loge section can’t hear the 
girls, figure what it must be on the 
upper plateau. An error, however, 
easily corrected. Value of using two 
snare drummers also seems ques- 
tionable, the percussion section be- 
ing minus that tempo solidity neces- 
sary in an organization of this size 
and readily supplied by a bass 
drum member instead of via pedal. 
They'll walk out of the Roxy sat- 
isfied this week on the strength of 
the picture, the opening and clos- 
ing numbers in the presentation, 
and the entertainment in the band 
if they can hear what’s Solng 0. 

id. 


LOEW’S STATE, L. A. 


Los Angeles, Jan. 13. 

Instead of the regular Fanchon & 
Marco unit, which had opened here 
before jumping directly east, Loew's 
State this week has Capt. Dobbsie, 
coast radio fav who runs the morn- 
ing ‘Shell Happytime Hours’ from 
San Francisco. This isn’t Dobbsie’s 
first stage appearance here, having 
teen at the RKO a year ago. This 
time his happiness plug is toned 
down to almost nothing and he 
inerely introduces the vocalists and 
musicians from his hour. 

These get over to from mild to 
enthusiastic reception with the 
draw about 10% from Dobbsie’s air 
following, according to a raised- 
hand census taken by the air m. c. 
House about 85% capacity opening 
night, off from this theatre’s aver- 
age, which means that despite the 
oil company tieup and air plugging, 
this, like many other radio attrac- 
tions, has once proven a disappoint- 
ment in person and the ether fans 
are sticking close to their sets. 

Ship setting makes a nice back- 
ground. Best of Dobbsie’s gang 
were Max Dolin, violinist and for- 
mer S. F. picture house leader; 
Nathan Stewart, barry with a 
strong pair of pipes; Louise Bor- 
don, cute soprano who put over her 
one number with a pair of roving 
eyes, and William Powers, colored 
baritone who cleaned up. 

Sambo, Ed and Mandy, instru- 
mental male pair with woman 
singer, scored highest with Sambo’s 
ability to get music of ordinary 
balloons, whiskey bottles, etc. Time 
was 40 minutes and reception lower 
than that accorded the usual F&M 
flash. Feature is ‘Charlie Chan's 
Chance’ (Fox). 

DENVER 
Denver, Jan. 13. 

Fanchon & Marco's ‘Carnival’ 
Idea is 30 minutes of smooth and 
varied. entertainment, with a well 
trained line and flashy scenery, 
showing a brightly-colored carnivai 
grounds. The band is on the stage, 
dressed in circus band uniforms 
and tall colored hats. 

Initial routine of line is done in 
Mardi Gras costumes, with row 
after row of frills, and closes with 
girls running merry-ro-round built 
like a Maypole, while the m. c., 
Raymor Lehr, does the ballyhoo 
stuff with a meg. 

Cropley. and Violet, adagio ex- 
perts, vary their act by adding a 
few roping stunts. Their best num- 
ber is when Cropley, lying on the 
stage, and holding Violet upright 
with her feet in his hands, rolls 
across the stage with girl twirling 
the lariat. 

Second routine, by line, is tap toe 
number. Raymond Lehr entertained 
with several request dance num- 
bers. one of which was, of course, 
St. Vitas. A huge bear wrestled 
two men—low comedy, Third line 
in abbreviated military costumes, 
with drum major hats and batons, 
well executed. 

Andresens, man and woman, with 
the 20-foot pole atop the man’s 
shoulder, the woman performing 
on the other end, standing straight 
out from the pole and giving that 
an angle that makes it appear it 
would surely fall. 

The closing flash was colorful. 
with the line im ‘their bright red 
hats and trunks, and with each 
member of the troupe doing a bit. 

Fred Schmitt and his orchestra 
play a well received overture. 
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||| NEWSREELS  [j 








TRANSLUX 


Both newsreel theatres are more 
frequently taking advantage of 
their libraries, 

The talking reporter, augmenting 
the silent title, can bring anything 
up to date. The paying public, 
however, is bound to get wise if the 
practice is abused. 


Occasional resort to the morgue 
is to be expected. Pathe didn’t cover 
the Democratic National Committee 
dinner, at least it wasn’t in Satur- 
day’s Translux program, while Fox- 
Hearst did. Yet Pathe, by digging 
into the files and getting poses of 
five Democrats mentioned as presi- 
dential potentialities, did more to 
give Luxer patrons a chance to 
make comparisons than the Em- 
bassy, which concentrated on Al 
Smith and Governor Roosevelt. 
That kind of morgue digging is 
all right. It’s when talking report- 
ers switch the facts in the old pic- 
ture to suit the current daily news 
engle that fan reaction is likely to 
be adverse. 

Paramount editorializes a lot of 
old clips on the German situation 
to follow the netws in a silent title 


lead that Germany can’t pay its 
debts. 
Pathe returns with some more 


morgue digging to fit in with the 
newspaper headlines about the ra- 
cial disturbance in Honolulu. Birds- 
eye view of Honolulu, ships at an- 
chor, some navy officials and air- 
planes are included. Paramount has 
the only real news on this situation 
getting an exclusive interview with 
’.. S. Senator McKellar and an- 
other with V. Houston, who defends 
Tlawalians. 

Paramount dubs in a_ funeral 
march for what was photographed 
as the smiling take-off of the two 
St. Louis women fliers who later 
met death when their plane crashed. 
Parachute jumping at various 
times has been caught by all of the 
reels, from inside the plane as well 
as without. Paramount, however, 
has done an exceilent camera job 
with what is described as the first 
test jumps through clouds. The ac- 
tion is so fast that it proves breath 
taking. 

ir. the air also Pathe travels with 
the Goodyear blimp which rescued 
a plane trapped in the Everglades. 
There is a certain staginess appa- 
rert to regular newsreel observers 
since Pathe, evidently, had a cam- 
era planted on the ground before 
the blimp landed. 

Universal contributes the largest 
portion of real and near-real news 
on the Luxer program. It hired a 
plane to take in the snow-marooned 
town of Bodie, Cal., even before 
rescuers arrived. It showed Trukee 
under 14 feet of snow and a house 
on the main street burning with 


EMBASSY 


An interesting view of Al Smith 
in a fighting mood is on the Em. 
bassy screen this week. Consider. 
able of the credit for this pose ig 
due to the cameraman who got a 
partly downward angle not often 
seen in this type of assignment. A}. 
though Gov. Roosevelt gets the 
major footage at the Democratic 
dinner, it is Smith who is getting 
the applause at the Embassy. 

Senator Bingham, who has ap. 
peared several times before F- 
camera on the beer issue, again ig 
rating applause, He argues that 
the Government as well as the 
people needs beer right now. 

A new type of wrestling for ree] 
theatre fans—all butting contests— 
gets laughs, 

The wind-up of the Lenz-Culberte 
son bridge match disproves newse 
paper reports that one didn’t shake 
hands with the other. They end by 
virtually falling on each other's 
necks on the screen, 

The silent title ‘Dark 
Across California’s Sun’ has to do 
with a colored chorus in Los An- 
geles and is poorly recorded. 

F-H got exclusive interviews with 
Paderewski, Hindenberg’s niece and 
Théodore Roosevelt, Jr. as the new 
Governor General of the Philippines. 
The pianist commented about his 
relief when his interview was over 
and most of the audience felt the 
same way. The German President's 
relative proved a flat subject be- 
fore the camera. 

Both theatres had MacDonald 
Smith winning the L. A. golf tour- 
rament: flood: Florida; Paris kids’ 
barbershop; Ubangi saucer-lipped 
women broadcasting. In addition 
the Embassy did not overlook its 
foreign girls dancing serial and a 
few other clips of the magazine 
variety. Waly. 


Clouds 





firemen helpless. It also covered the 
Julius Rosenwald funeral and 
worked up an interesting review of 
some of the phlanthropist’s dona- 
tions represented in buildings. 
Finally, in the news sense, it stayed 
away from the much photographed 
Mississippi and found a new flood 
in California. 
Plenty of 
fans through 


laughs were provided 
Pathe’s coverage of 


an English prizefight which pho- 
tographed as though it had been 
deiiberately travestied, and a kid 


colored orchestra in New York. 
Hal Roach might do well to study 
the orchestra clip. There’s a baby 
singer in that who has personality 
plus. 

In the news Pathe also witnessed 
the salvaging of a river boat which 
had been sunk by a liner in the 
Thames, Waly. 





MICHIGAN 


Detroit, Jan. 17. 


Show titled ‘Screen Snapshots,’ 
because of Roscoe Ates and Armida 
in person, is’ used also as farewell 
week for Bob Nolan. Show plays 
very well and should get favorable 
talk. The Three Gobs are the other 
act. 


Production gives a Spanish set- 
ting on one side of the stage with 
the band on the other. House set 
is mounted on a turn-table and re- 
volves to bring out Armida for her 
number. The first time this type 
of revolving set has been used in a 
picture house in these parts. 


Show opens with Electa Leonard 
singing, while the line does a mod- 
ern Spanish routine. Three Gobs 
next for about nine and half min- 
utes with five of it dancing. These 
boys really sock ’em with their 
singing. Although seen here before 
in toto they have no trouble re- 
peating. Wext break was Nolan 
singing a medley of numbers he 
had introduced in the past two 
years here. This boy goes to ex- 
clusive radio work and this week is 
his last for Publix. Having a nice 
appearance he has a freak voice, 
being able to sing well in at least 
three ranges. Using a public ad- 
dress system from time to time, he 
really impresses. But his voice is 
plenty strong to permit the elimina- 
tion of the mechanical aids. 


Roscoe Ates, with his daughter, 
Dorothy, and Ates playing strictly 
on stuttering and creating the im- 
presh that he talks that way only. 
The daughter has plenty of looks 
to help. She dances and sings. 
Neither very forte but nice enough 
with papa. Ates fiddles while 
daughter dances. 


The line next in a nice rumba 
number. It also gets Armida a nice 
production entrance. With the fin- 
ish the girls go into the picture with 
a turn-table bringing around Ar- 
mida on the set. Then she goes 
into her cigaret numbe. with the 
girls off. Finale is Armida doing 
her castenet routine with Nolan 
playing the love interest. Overture 
is ‘Chocolate Soldier,” with Sam 
Benavie doing the honors capably. 
Picture, ‘Two Kinds of Women’ 





(Par). Lee. 


PARAMOUNT, N. Y. 


New York, Jan. 15. 
Publix’s key de luxe operation is 
in for peaches without the cream 
from all indications. It flashes 
across its screen ‘Two Kinds of 
Women’ (Par), a programmer that 
will surprise if topping the house 
average, while its stage show has 
a 48-minute stage show headed by 
names of Bing Crosby, Three Bos- 
well Sisters and Burns and Allen. 

These are three money acts from 
whom is to be expected a draw. 
Since quality stage shows must be- 
come something of a habit before 
bringing realization at the box of- 
fice of pull above the picture come 
mensurate with cost, perhaps Pube- 
lix eventually will bring this cone 
dition around. For its New York 
ard Brooklyn de luxers, the chain 
has directed much attention to its 
stage names. Palpably the chain is 
nourishing hopes that the stage 
shows will not only become a more 
general habit, but that a reasonable 
percentage of draw can be expected 
from the now-and-thens. 

Crosby has been here for some 
time now. Under a new contract 
just signed, he’s to stand by ane 
other 10 weeks at a reported jump 
in salary to $4,000. Publix has an- 
other air crooner, Russ Columbo, at 
its Brooklyn big time stand for a0 
indefinite engagement, 

The chain has for years exhibited 
faith in long-run personalities. It 
believes that people kept around 
that way become habits with fans 
who know what to expect in the 
way of trimmings. 

Lately. however. disastrous vari- 
ation in the performance of pictures 
is getting Publix to thinking that 
still stronger habits must be culti- 
vated by and for the stage. Hence, 
names seem to be the ticket rather 
than flesh, sets overburdened with 
expense and gewgaws, etc. 

The changeover by degrees is 
Lringing the Paramount closer to 
what’s an offshcot of vaudeville. 

In the current production the va- 
tions acts work practically singly, 
each with a change of scene. The 
change is little more than a drop. 
In a few instances these drops, all 
of which are of a variation of house 


(Continued on vage 43) 
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JEAN HARLOW 
12 Mins.; One 
Talk and Song 
State 
In her stage appearance this 
week at Loew’s State on Broadway, 
Jean Harlow’s merit is confined to 
her value as an advertisement for 
Metro pictures and any extra money 
ber name attracts at the box office. 
Like so many other picture girls 
yenturing onto the stage, she looks 
good. But inability to do anything 
else places her in the class of a 
personality for one or two weeks 
of sponsored stage dates, and then 


a 
ow at the first show Miss Harlow 
wore a white satin evening gown 
that matched her hair. In person 
she appears shorter in stature than 
on the screen, next to N.T.G. (Nils 
Granlund), who supports her this 
week at the State, she looked al- 
most like an ingenue. 

Granlund read some questions off 
a sheet of paper, describing them 
as having been originally asked by 
Miss Harlow’s fans. All but one 
er two related to Metro pictures. 
In talking about talkers Miss Har- 
low mentioned Metro films and 
Metro contract players exclusively. 


If Metro isn’t paying a share of 
Miss Harlow’s stage salary and 
eharging it off to advertising, it 
should. 


As far as stage talent or the lack 
of it is concerned, Miss Harlow isn’t 
kidding herself. Along with know- 
ing her appearance is her forte, she 
doesn’t believe in giving them any- 
thing but a look. Her dull cross 
fire talk with N.T.G. is purely for 
sight purposes. For a finish Miss 
Harlow recites the lyrics of a song 
about herself. The vamp and bad 
girl stuff she plays in pictures, she 
says, is ‘acting—merely acting.’ 
With a thanks to the audience for 
its kindness—‘and that’s not act- 
ing’—the topper. 

In a picture house, a quick on and 
off would, be sufficient. Holding 
down a regular spot on a vaudeville 
bill necessitated a full 12 minutes, 
little of which was warranted. 
Without the experienced N.T.G. 
around to help, it would have been 
just too bad as a stage turn. 

State’s business was good Satur- 
day. That it was mostly stag de- 
noted Miss Harlow was doing some 
drawing. Bige. 


FRANK RADCLIFFE (1) 
Songs, Comedy, Piano 

26 Mins.; One 

State 


Since splitting with Bud Harris, 
Radcliffe has tried other partners. 
Now he’s as close to a single as 
60% of a two-man stage combina- 
tion can get, with his partner un- 
billed and just the pianist and foil 
for the talk. Needing only some 
trimming in the running time, the 
act is a strong entry for the im- 
portant spot on any combination 
layout. 

Radcliffe’s versatility is aston- 
ishing to an audience that doesn't 
see the flaws in some of his work. 
With singing the foundation for the 
rest of his talents, he plants him- 
self vocally so well as to enable 
him to do anything he choses there- 
after, His dancing by itself would 
never stop a show, but spotted late 
it does, for it follows singing, talk- 
ing and piano playing by the same 
person. 

The partner is a low comedy big 
boy, who feeds Radcliffe extremely 
Well and gets his own solo chance 
eventually as a hot piano whipper. 

Prodded into an extra encore by 
N.T.G., m. c’ing on the State bill, 
Radcliffe and his partne: consumed 
26 minutes in all. About 16 would 
be better, with the bulk of cutting 
due in the opening talk. At 16, all 
superfluous material would be out, 
with the meat only remaining—and 
there’s plenty of meat. Bige. 


GERTRUDE SAUNDERS (9) 
and, Singing, Dancing 
Mins.; Full 
cademy 


Show folks with memory enough 
will trace Gertrude Saunders back 
to the ‘Shuffle Along. If memory 
serves the late Florence Mills fol- 
lowed Miss Saunders in, the latter 
rey retiring to Harlem night clubs, 

Here she shows up with a seven- 
Piece band and a man dancer, all 
Colored, plus a couple of cringy, 
too-close-fitting gowns. She makes 
& sort of bluff at leading the band, 
Sings a couple of numbers and 
watches the rest of the proceedings 
from the wings. 

' It's a good act, all things taken 
oe consideration, although Miss 
Saunders would do better to drop 
that humming business for straight 
shouting. She’s okay in the 
torches, but a little dubious other- 
Wise, 

the usicians, ail brass, are right on 
ne job and show up nicely in every 
Way. Same also for the male dan- 


el ,Nice rendition of ‘St. Louis 
ues’ closes the act with a snap. 
Better 


s Song selection by Miss 
®unders is all that’s needed to put 
T into class houses, Kauf. 





BLANCHE SWEET (2) 
Songs, Talk 
17 Mins.; Two 
Loew’s Orpheum 

Miss Sweet has improved her act 
vastly over her previous'~ turn 
caught at the Palace, The improve- 
ment is obvious, but not 100%. Miss 
Sweet looks nifty. Her other turn 
was a sketch and not a good one. 
Presently, she does two songs and 


the confession bit from ‘Anna 
Christie’ which she made as a 
silent picture. 

Actress has a small _ singing 
voice. Her last tune, partly dueted 


with Al Drinker, pianist, gets over 
stronger than her initial try, It 
looks as though this is due to 
Drinker’s help and some good light- 
ing, wherein an orange spot shows 
her from the waist up only and a 
dark spot just shows Drinker. Turn 
closes pretty well with that item. 
Drinker introduces the ‘Christie’ 
sketch and a comparison with Greta 
Garbo’s handling of the same lines 


in the recent talker can’t help but 
come up. A couple of Neville Flee- 
son’s ex-partners are doing the 


Garbo version on their own. 

Thus, there’s still room for help- 
ing Miss Sweet in vaude. It might 
be a turn with a sketch only, of 
worthwhile calibre, to finish off 


with a song as herein done. Appeal 
in the present turn mostly for 
women. Miss Sweet closed five acts 


fairly at this house. 


WHITESIDE, ANITA and BROW- 

ER (5) 

Specialties 
17 Mins.; Full (Special) 
State 

Five people in a series of spe- 
cialties, enhanced by two scenic 
effects and good routining of solo- 
ists by the stager. The members 
all work individually. As the act 
under such a system becomes en- 
tirely dependent on individual ef- 
forts, it manages through the peo- 
ple to rate well above the average 
song and dance flash. 

The three girls are a toe dancer, 
acrobatic dancer and soprano. One 
of the two men hoofs while the 
other paces the turn at the piano. 

Soprano goes operatic in her lone 
solo chance and probably will draw 
divided opinions from the younger 
and older members of her audiences. 
Next-to-closing position is reserved 


for the acrobatic girl’s second of 
two numbers, a fan dance, Her 
first is a high kick routine and 


technically better, but the fan dance 
is executed with exceptional show- 
manship and its difficiencies are 
overcome. Despite the dancer's 
awkwardness at that type of work, 
she covers up in such a way as to 
make her specialty the standout of 
the act. 

Boy dancer does an ice skating 
number under the blue spot and 
returns in the company round-up 
finish for some knee-drops. On real 
merit the toe dancer’s first specialty 
leads the act, 

Stager’s best effort builds up a 
helpful entrance for the fan dance. 
The girl is sprawled under a shawl. 
A flatpiece representing a hand is 
lowered to pick the shawl, Bige. 


OLYN LANDICK 
Female Impersonator 
12 Mins.; On: 
Loew’s Orpheum 

Landick has changed his last 
caught routine, which involved im- 
itations principally, into one com- 
bining chatter and songs. It’s a 
strong act, but needs improving to 
reach the big time. 

Landick should get a better wig. 
His present one doesn’t look real. 
It’s a sort of red and blond mix- 
ture, but too flat and brittle looking 
to fully deceive. The other give away 
is Landick’s rather metallic voice 
in imitash. Nevertheless, he should 
please in the family houses. 

The impersonator gets his laughs 
mainly from blue lines. There are 
many such and one or two that 
would, if closely watched, get the 
mustn’t say veto. The two songs are 
handled well, but not sung. First 
one, about a girl defending herself 
while on an auto ride is the better of 
the two, the other a little cabin on 
the hill, dear old mother affair. 
Chance for improvement in selec- 
tion of the final vocal bit. 

Landick de-wigs himself for an 
encore and after so doing wisely 
refrains from further work other 
than a thanks. 


DARE & YATES (2) 

Comedy Acrobats 

9 Mins.; One 

Loew’s Orpheum . 

Mild opener. Two men, shabbily 
dressed, in hand-to-mouth strong 
arm stuff. Cutting the time a bit 
might speed the turn up to get it 
off to better results. 

Act is typical of its kind, falls, 
feet in the face and an occasional 
kick from one to the other. A 
straight finish, a turn around on 
the stage lift of the smaller man 
by his mate from prone to upright 
gets them off nicely. 


PALACE 


It’s field day for singers at the 
Palace, with only one act, Bobby 
May, completely sidestepping it. He 
sticks mostly to his juggling, with 
an encore dance bit by an unbilled 
partner. And that’s about the only 
dancing to be found on the show 
outside of an adagio opener. 

The vocal calisthenics fall into 
groups. Through that more than 
anything else, show is better than 
it looks on paper and builds into a 


very entertaining session. It has 
just enough contrast between all 





SIBYLLA BOWAN 
Songs, Characterizations 
15 Mins.; One (Special) 
86th St. 

Sibylla Bowan last season worked 
with Neville Fleeson and also ap- 
peared in a show, ‘Who Cares.’ As 
a single, with a piano that isn’t 
touched, she does a topnotch rou- 
tine of songs and characterizations, 
in addition to a dance number. 
Ideal vaudeville material, equal to 
demands of the best time. 

There’s a good deal to Miss Bow- 
an’s act. Opening with a Helen 
Wills impersonation in song, topped 
by a comic slow motion bit, the 
personable actress establishes her- 
self nicely with the audience. A 
brief Swanson touch and the ex- 
pressionistic dance thing, while 
reading a book and appearing to be 
on the make, follow. 

Impressions of Marlene Dietrich, 
legs and all and Greta Garbo are 
both excellent, with the Dietrich bit 
having the edge. It’s a very saucy 
couple minutes and Miss Bowan’s 
gams aren’t bad, In the Garbo de- 
lineation, neither the accent nor the 
dramatic outburst are so good. 

Miss Bowan is strictly at home 
with the lighter weight stuff, but if 
the changes did not interfere, it 
would still be better to close with 
the Dietrich-Garbo bits, reversing 
the two, instead of the Beatrice Lil- 
lie satire. 

Miss Bowan carried herself to a 
fine hand up here, spotted second. 
A strong act for that position 

Char. 


‘Collette LYONS and George 
SNYDER 
Comedy, Singing, Dancing 
12 Mins.; One (Special) 
86th St. 
A new combination. Miss Lyons 
was formerly half of the Weston 
and Lyons twain, while Snyder was 


50% of Cole and Snyder, both 
standard. New team-up looks like 


a next to closing surety for the 
better grade of houses where some- 
thing stronger isn’t on the same 
bill. 

Miss Lyons goes through about 
the same motions as when in 
her former partnership, clowning 
through about half of the routine. 
She does two song numbers in that 
resonant, far-reaching voice of hers, 
both of surefire certainty. These 
are topped by a dance while George 
Snyder strums and croons a lilting 
melody. 

To Miss Lyons falls most of the 
work, She pulls off the gags, Sny- 
der in main feeding. While throat- 
ing the two pops, Snyder just 
stands by. Act is otherwise rou- 
tined effectively, holding together 
well throughout. Char. 





ALEXANDER and SANTOS (3) 
Dances 

17 Mins.; One and Full 
Hippodrome 

Alexander and Santos formerly 
were a threesome with DeFray, and 
did straight adagio and ballet work. 
In this turn Alexander and Santos 
have shifted to a burlesque ballet 
and adagio, which is a smart move 
after the epidemic of straight 
adagio turns, 

Act opens with two girls who go 
into a song and follow with a dance. 
A straight adagio by a couple, evi- 
dently Alexander and Santos, fol- 


low. From there on the turn takes 
to burlesque, with two boys, one 
who previously worked in the 


straight adagio, doing a parody 
ballet. In this number a tall boy 
shows ballet training in his work 
on his toes, 

A good turn and novel, although 
the girls give it a slow start with 
their opening song and dance num- 
ber, 





we aes & ROGERS REVUE 
(7) 

Flash 

13 Mins.; Three (Special) Full 
Loew’s Orpheum 

An average hoofing flash aided by 
a strong rag doll dance finish. In 
the deuce on a five act layout at 
this house, 

Four boys, three working together 
a mixed team and two girls. Team 
supplies the sock finish, wherein 
during the rag dance the boy throws 
his partner off stage, takes a 
dummy out and after a few spins 
throws the dummy speedily off 
stage. It gets a gasp, until the girl 
walks out again. 

The three boys do two tap rou- 
tines, split up by the two girls in 
fair acro legmania. One of the 
boys’ numbers could be omitted or 
spotted differently to better advan- 
tage. After the doll bit, the seven 





finish up speedily. Routine flash 
saved by the girl’s tossing around. 





f 
the singing, elgher by other acts, the 


afterpiece witn Beatrice Lillie, or in 
the m. ec. work of Milton Berle, to 
diversify proceedings despite the 
vocal work. 

Show, with standees Saturday 
afternoon, and all key acts over 
strong, is costing around $14,000. It’s 
in for two weeks, with possibility of 
holdover further. 

Main draw is Beatrice Lillie. The 
other two are Fifi D’Orsay and Mills 


Bros. They're all singing attactions 
but none parallel in type. At the 
box office, D’Orsay, with her film 
backing and the Mills with their 
air following, are probably about 
equal on percentage of lure. Addi- 
tionally, there’s George Olsen for 
some meaning at the ticket 
windows. 

Miss D’Orsay went on ahead of 
Olsen, with the French stage star 


who made an added name with Fox, 
spotted third. She did 19 minutes, 
going over big and selling herself 
well. The Olsen band closed inter- 
mission, with another singing act, 
Al Siegel and Lillian Shade directly 
ahead. 

Originally both the Mills Bros 
and Beatrice Lillie were set, in that 


order, to lead to intermission, but 
later switched to the second half, 
with Olsen brought to fifth. 

All that separates Miss D’Orsay 
and Lillian Shade, who come the 


nearest of the singing units to be- 
ing similar, is a staged bit with 
Miss Lillie. It’s an eight-minute 
comedy scene in a theatre, with the 
British stage comedienne trying to 
make herself as troublesome as pos- 
sible to patrons nearby. 

On opening intermission, Miss 
Lillie walked away with things in a 
routine of three numbers, ‘Snoop, 
the Lawyer,’ ‘I Killed Him’ and a 
swell burlesque on a torch singer. 
That last number, tieing up the 
show, is one of the cleverest ever 
done by Miss Lillie. She puts some 
clever touches to blues singing with 
the plat wig, flaming red handker- 


chief, and other incidentals. Miss 
Lillie, though urged to do an en- 


core, declined Saturday afternoon. 


In Miss Shade, the Palace found 
another woman singing act that’s 
tops. In songs especially written 
for her by Al Siegel, who seems a 
modest sort, she took the high 
hurdles here gracefully. Miss Shade 
is a sparkling brunet with a load of 
personality and a voice that can’t 
fail to click. At first working in a 
black gown that becomes her brunet 
coloring, she later works in a rose- 
colored gown for a love song and a 
couple others. She shows to best 
advantage in the black and in that 
green spot, doing ‘Minnie the 
Moocher,’ is at her outstandingest. 
Reversal of the changes, with ‘Min- 
nie’ to close might send the act over 
even stronger. 


Miss D’Orsay is the big flash on 
appearance. And with it she dis- 
seminates a lot of personality. 

The colored quartet of Mills 
freres are on the end tailing Milton 
Berle’s next to closing spot. They 
and their tricky crooning, with its 
nondescript mutterings and gibber- 
ish, seemed to go nicely with the 
folks Saturday afternoon, but there 
was an awful lot of it. Because of 
its sameness, it gets a little tire- 
some. The Mills boys are grouped 
around a mike, strung up to an 
amplifier downstage right, and stay 
around it in precisely the same 
manner for six numbers. The five, 
without the encore further down- 
stage in one, would have been 
enough, 

Berle, who as m. ¢., worked hard 
and effectively throughout the bill, 
putting in an appearance between 
every act and doing gags with nu- 
merous people on,the bill, kept him- 
self down to eight minutes in pen- 
ultimate position. With his open- 
ing talk striking home quickly, 
same as when he makes his first 
appearance as m. c., he follows it 
up with a song and scrams, a nice 
hit. 

Berle digs up a few old gags, in- 
cluding the one about selling the 
big car, but they all found laughs. 
In one spot, Berle admitted ‘it’s 
good, even if it’s old.’ 

The comedian has a free and easy 
manner and was around so much it 
seemed as though it was his show. 
but with a nice distribution of gags 
he always made himself welcome, 

Olsen, with a clever trick, pulled 
the biggest hand of the afternoon. 
He called on a spectator in the 
audience, supposedly Lindbergh, to 
get up, and finally got him, despite 


traditional bashfulness, to mount 
the rostrum. House went wild, and 
then came the surprise with the 


dead-ringer for the flying Colonel 
going to his cello. Olsen has a 1T7- 
piece outfit with crooners, burles- 
quing singers, ete. doubling, in addi- 
tion to Ethel Shutta, who does a bit 
from one of the boxes ‘Rigoletto’ 
quartet version very funny and 
novel. It should have closed instead 
of the skeleton-thriller bit. Having 
much more singing than anything 
else, the Olsen act nearly came into 
the vocal category, also. There’s no 
dancing to offset. 

It’s probably the first Palace show 
to have so little dancing in it. With 
a team of some kind, possibly a 
comedy combination instead of one 
of the singing acts, the balance 
would have seemed better, even 
though, as is, it's an A-1 Palace 
show. Char. 


.of the initial round, a 
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EMPIRE, PARIS 


Paris, Jan. 1. 


Empire bill for the fortnight 
Jack Hylton, with Jack Hylton, and 
Jack Hylton. Rest is merely a filler 
and management would have made 
more money with a strictly Jack 
Hylton bill four times a day than 
with the current bill and Jack 
Hylton only three times a day. Even 
this is a new departure here in 
vaude, and very successful even if 
second matinee is not as big as first 
one, due to the French disliking a 
show that ends at 8 p. m. and in- 
terfers with the dinner hour. 

First part comprises Bowell, wire 


artist, who climbs to the top of 
the house on a tight wire over the 
heads of the audience and slips 
back hanging by the toes of one 


foot. Performance is. practically 
killed by gendarmes compelling him 
to carry a belt and safety ropes, 
which take off the kick of a possible 
accident. 

Trio Newton, two men and a girl, 
have one or two good knockabout 
gags. Also when doing a slow mo- 
tion picture flicker imitation, firing 
a revolver shot, anc. having the bul- 
let travel at slow motion on a 


thread. Elsie Carew and Florita, 
two Spanish dancers, work in 
shaded lights, and end with a 


double dance, using a white screen 
in ‘three’. Three lights—red, blue 
and yellow—are where the prompt- 
er’s box would be, and throw their 
huge shadows on the screen with 
color effect which pleases local au- 
diences. 

The local clown Boulicot appears 
once more as a filler, followed 
by Rollin and Charblay, one big, 
one small, impersonating pre-war 
hussars in a patter and songs un- 
worthy of the house. Next is Frank 
Eders, Austrian, who has never 
played America, Man weighs 225 
pounds and does sensational heavy=- 
weight juggling. The best act in 
the first part, which ends after the 
well-known Luganos, high trapeze 
couple, with the Walton’s marion- 


ettes, already seen often at the 
=mpire, 
After intermission comes Rose 


Amy, who fo. a long time has been 
known as a ‘diseuse,’ and whose 
opening song is a kind of a French 


replica of Raquel Meller’s ‘Vio- 
letera,’ done with roses. This she 
does in a blue crinoline dress, 


which she drops, revealing under- 
neath a white satin gown for an 
immediate change, 


Then comes the real show, Jack 
Hylton and His Boys, on a pram 
stage similar to the one the Empire 
introduced for Jeanette MacDonald. 
Best specialties are a whistler, a 
dancer, a trumpet, an xylophonist 
using three sticks in each hand, and 
a drummer who uses the Jack Pow- 
ell idea. Act goes very big, and 
much better than during his last 
appearance in Paris. During the 
performance a huge Decca record 
sign is on the stage. Also one of his 
performances has been broadcast, 
resulting in considerable publicity, 
Hylton plays on percentage, cash- 
ing in both on his performance and 
the holiday period. Mart, 


PALACE, CHICAGO 


Chicago, Jan. 16, 


Solid names that reach far back 
into the old days of show business 
are marching across the stage and 
the screen here this week, and the 
first show offered evidence that 
these real personalities are weighty 
both at the front gate and in the 
seats. As to the gate, there was a 
full lobby hold-out at the conclusion 
sight that 
happens rarely at this house where 
first shows being early in the after- 
noon. And once in their seats, this 
audience were happier than they’ve 
been in many weeks here. Audi- 
ence was unusual in carrying @ 
heavy number of older folks and 
youngsters; the so-called younger 
generation was not so much in evi- 
dence. 


Both ages were attracted by the 
old and reai names the Palace ads 
are listing currently. Those names 
would make a _ sentimantalist go 
soppy over the traditions of show 
business. On the celluloid a string 
of meaningful monikers are count- 
ing plenty for ‘Her Majesty, Love’ 
(WB). This, the first Warner flicker 
to play a local RKO theatre, is get- 
ting applause at the opening for the 
featured Marilyn Miller, W. C. 
Fields, Leon Errol, Ford Sterling 
and Chester Conklin. 


And on the stage the Nelson Fam- 
ily, the Rooneys, Dorothy Stone, be- 
sides such well-knowners as Harry 
Rose and Carl Freed, are making 
an old-time variety bill that had 
this audience cooing. There was 
something electric about the open- 
ing audience, a spark that vibrated 
from the overture, 


In the opening spot were the seven 
Nelsons, billed as the Nelson Fame- 
ily, a family that has meant .hings 
in stage acrobatics for a couple of 
generations. Working like a circus 
turn they proved a nifty beginning. 
The newer generation takes the bulk 
of the labor at present, the two 
older folk sitting back for the most 
part. Three girls and their brother 
run through a series of tumbling, 
flip-flaps and risley bits, each dis- 








(Continued on page 40) 
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Ragged Fringe 


By Dan Goldberg 








Chicago, Jan. 18. 

On the outskirts of show business 
proper lies a now decaying ter- 
ritory, divided into many struggling 
parts, which are managing to exist 
by virtue of some meagre associa-~ 
with the mass of show 
This fringe of show busi- 
the Chau- 


tion great 


business. 
now encompasses 
tauqua, the platform world, the 
stock, rep and tent shows, the 
‘arnival and burlesque, tab outfits. 

They are all best spoken of in 
the past terse. Some may with 
some difficulty live a wary future. 
None is living a healthy present. 
Twe entertainment forces have 
strangled them; the picture and the 
radio. 


ness 


Decline of the tent shows is often 
ittributed to the poor plays. That 
the plays are many times poor, 
there’s no dispute. But whether 
they’re any worse than the plays 


»£ 10 years before when the tents 
were thriving, is debatable. In the 
olding of the tents, as in other por- 
tions of outdoors and indoors dra- 
matic show business, the screen and 
the ether are the basic quakes. 

It has taken 10 years to bring the 
tents, the stocks and the reps from 
their position in the sky to their 


present stand in the mud. Par- 
ticularly has the stock and rep, 
playing regular’ theatres, been 


swatted, swatted desperately by the 
sudden disappearance of available 
theatres. Motion picture industry 
has gobbled up almost all of the 
possible theatres, especially in the 
smalier towns; and are either us- 
ing these houses for the projection 
of flickers or have them shuttered 
in order to shut out competition of 
“any sort. 
impossible Rents 

In former years every town, al- 
most to the smallest, had its town 
hall or theatre, available for travel- 
ing companies, Today the circuits 
and the flickers have swallowed 
these spots. If they’re not wired 
for sound, they are kept as homes 
for cobwebs. Travelling managers 
are finding it impossible to get 
these houses open for their shows. 
They are not often refused these 
theatres pointblank but the rentals 
demanded for the use of the halis 
make the deal prohibitive. 

This capture of the town’s legit 
spots by the flicker business has 
reacted by the forced erection of 
high school auditoriums, of which 
there has been a huge and rapid 
spread these past few years. For- 
merly few high schools had audi- 
toriums since the school assemblies 
were held in the town’s theatre. 
But now, with the theatre used on 
matinees for pictures, the schools 
were driven to build their own 
meeting-hals, 

No more can the Chautauqua 
scrape through with a few parlor 
entertainers, a couple of singers, 
some musical acts, bell-ringers, 
topped off with political or educa- 
tional lecturers. Farmers are get- 
ting trained over the radio. The 
poor assemblage of cheap speakers, 
affected sopranos and fake Ha- 
waiian orchestras are pitiful in 
comparison. Improved standards 
killed Chautauqua, 

Wouldn't Gamble 

Great fault of the Chautauquas 
has been their refusal to gamble 
on their own merits. They have 
steadily been unwilling to come into 
a burg on their own and win or 
lose according to their lights, as 
do the other shows. They built 
for themselves a soft cushion of 
guarantees in advance. 

This guarantee business finally 
worked as a rough boomerang. For 
the past two years the guarantee 
demand has been the destroyer of 
the Chautauqua route. This year 
was the chilliest ever. Chautauquas, 
which formerly toddled  cozily 
through a 25-week route, were 
forced to be content this season 

«With eight or nine weeks, and those 
not consecutive. The local guar- 
antors of a sleeping powder exhibi- 
tion, called Chautauqua, just quit 
being chumps. 

Other Turks 

On a different plane come the 
carnivals and the tab shows, all 
falling into the same category. 
They have been grouped together 
by a much-bitten public as strictly 
the gyp. 

Particularly loud has been the 
wailing among the carnivals this 
year. Last year they thought they 
had reached bottom. This season 
they reached lower. Many forces 
carnies; as much from the inside 
have served to assassinate the 

_as from without, 
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(Continued from page 39) 

play performed with finesse and 
showmanship. 

Harry Rose, back in town after 
having m. c.’d for Publix-B. & K. 
last year, took over the ceremonies 
job once more, and handled the as- 
signment well. On and off through- 
out the bill, Rose got ’em on a song 
here, a gag there, and brought up 
the finish of the show for the bulk 
of his own turn, though even here 
he inserted a couple of laughs with 
the Rooney’s and Freed. 

Carl Freed (New Acts) is still do- 
ing the hokum band leader but has 
done away with his regular orches- 
tra, retaining a quartet of stooges. 
Dorothy Stone and Charles Collins 
held the center of the arrangement 
and walked away to a solid re- 
sponse. First time this town has 
seen Miss Stone behind vaude foot- 
lights. 

Same charm of old-time flavor 
gave the Pat Rooney turn all the 
essence, An act which everybody 
knew from the start, but which they 
enjoyed as much, and perhaps more, 
on the repetition. Rooney and Pat, 
Ili, are doing the same turn they've 
been using the past couple of years. 
One new idea inserted is doing the 
Reoney theme dance together, back- 
to-back. A bit of showmanship that 
had this mob bubbling inside. Sen- 
timent sprinkled in vaude bills, 
when they can get it, is what the 
variety fans like. Gold 


ACADEMY 


Vaude houses, very much 
legit theatres, develop peculiar 
tricks of their own after a while. 
At this mammoth 14th streeter it’s 
a matter of names. Anybody from 
Kiki Roberts to One-Eye Connolly 
can pack ’em in with plenty stan- 
dees. But this week six vaude acts 
minus a name flash, and despite a 
pull picture in ‘Delicious’ (Fox), 
there were seats to spare Saturday 
afternoon. 
Not that the vaude bill is any- 
thing to brag about. Tipoff prob- 
ably is in the fact that Adler and 
Bradford, an adagio act, is number 
four and the best act of the layout. 
Dorothy and her Yellow Jackets 
open the show with a fair to mid- 
dling dance and acrobatic routine. 
Red Donahue doesn't get a fair 
break by being deuced. His act is 
an old one, built around a stubborn, 
bucking mule, but it’s packed with 
laughs that would have registered a 
few minutes later. Jack Pepper, 
third, gets a break on nice appear- 
ance. That about finished him. His 
two stooges are pretty capable and 
okay when left on the stage alone. 
But Pepper's name is billed. 
Johnny Burke, monologist, follows 
Adler and Bradford, with what 
sounds like a residue war-time act. 
It’s the old soldier boy routine, with 
neither new gags or mannerisms. 
Maybe it was funny in 1920. 
Gertrude Saunders (New Acts) 
closes with a nice colored band act. 
Seven musicians and a dancer work 
with her for some fair effects and 
with sufficient pep to close the bill 
comfortably. Kauf. 


HIPPODROME 


Main strength of the eight-act 
layout lies in the last half. First part 
is quite weak and without much 
sock. Vaude runs to 110 minutes. 

John Johnson, billed as the Great 
Johnson, opens with a series of fast 
contortion bits. Doesn't speak a 
word throughout the turn. His bend- 
ing routines look difficult. Closes on 
the. trapeze bar and includes contor- 
tion twists during his aerial feats. 

Howe, Leonard and Koeppe so-so 
in the deuce spot. Attempts of the 
trio at comedy mainly through a fat 
chap, fall flat. Gags are old and the 
stout boy works at them too hard. 
Songs and dances by the other boy 
and the girl overshadow the comedy 
attempts. Boy is a good hoofer. 

Dave Harris and Frankie, in the 
trey spot, started to put a little pep 
into the bill. Framing of tne turn 
has been ch’ nged somewhat since 
last seen around. The double act 
which Harris formerly did is out, 
with this act containing the major- 
ity of the material which Harris 
formerly had in his double turn. As 
usual, Frankie, a chalk-faced stooge, 
exposes the legerdermain, Harris 
still does his instrumental number, 
playing a var‘ety of instruments, A 
sister team weaves in and out the 
turn with gracefrl dancing. Hula 
number rounds out. Frankie and 
Harris are the turn. The girls en- 
hance as feminine scenery. 

Florrie Le Vere, doing a male im- 
personation all through, is carrying 
too much on her shoulders. Act 
looks costly from a scenic viewpoint 
as there are a number of back drops. 
A boy and girl assist. Former for 
hoofing, in which acrobatics are 
featured, and the girl for hot war- 
bling. Girl has an unusual style of 
delivery that's |} tter for a night 
club or before a band than in an 
act like this. All Miss Le Vere’s ma- 
terial is special. 

Hunter and Percival aroused some 


like 





chuckles with the gag accent of the 


man plus his business of twisting 
words about incongr ously. Girl, 
when not playing straight for the 
boy, devotes some time to warbling. 
One was an out and out Ruth Et- 
ting imitation. Boy gets the most 
response with his dialect and com- 
edy mannerisms, Patter between the 
two is just fair, but is helped by the 
boy’s dialect. 

Alexander and Santos (New Acts) 
followed and started off like a fa- 
miliar adagio turn. However, it 
agreeably surprised when it switched 
in a comedy ballet. 

Col. Stoopnagle and Budd, C :S’s 
comedy team, were the bi~ hit of the 
bill. Duo was forced to two encores 
and begged off, which is a bit un- 
usual in the Hipp, where a cool au- 
dience prevails. Both are clever vo- 
cal impersonators with Stoopnagle 
going in for comedy impersonations 
and Budd doing straight. .. mike and 
amplifier are used. 

Danwills closed with a fast risley 
act. Six men, in Hungarian cos- 
tumes, doing unusual feats with and 
without the aid of a teeter-board. 
‘Mad Genius’ (Warner) on screen. 


86TH ST. 


Bill is extended by two acts mak- 
ing it six instead of the recent four 
and the scale cut from 50 to 35 for 
the Saturday matinee, bringing the 
house’ into line with the nearby 
Loew's Orpheum. It would be a 
bargain with a just fair film fea- 
ture, but with the current ‘Strictly 
Dishonorable’ (U) it's a powerful 
draw for this neighborhood of for- 
eign background. 

Considering the quality of the 
names in the specialty line-up, it 
looks like smart tactics by the cir- 
cuit, and something that might call 
for study by the Broadway de 
luxers for the reason that this 
grade of neighborhood low admis- 
sion shows may develop to the 


point where it would keep the 
neighborhood near home _ instead 
of seeking out the main stem 


glamour at a gate of twice the 
figure and then some. 

Billing of the house for the lobby 
flash has been amended since last 
week so that the women in the pro- 
gram get a front door flash. Stills 
of the svelt Stanley Twins and pic- 
tures of Nan Halperin, besides the 
masculine names in the layout, 
chief of which is ‘The Street Singer’ 
(Arthur Tracy), repeating within a 
month at the house where this radio 
singer got his vaudeville break-in. 

Bill plays nicely in a quiet way 
with good pace, expert pacing of 
comedy from the urbane clowning 
of Elmer Cleve, No. 2, through the 
smart character comedy of Miss 
Halperin to the roughest knock- 
about buffoonery of Mills, Kirk and 
Martin next to closing. ‘Tracy, as 
the finale, making his appeal on his 
radio reputation and a voluptuous 
baritone voice that goes straight to 
the hearts of the femme customers. 

Opening is mild, but orthodox 
vaudeville in James Evans, first 
rate dumb novelty in a pedal jug- 
gler of remarkable dexterity, who 
manipulates various heavy objects, 
including a card table and a bed, 
with comedy lay figures in it for 
mild laughs. Aided by a woman 
assistant who helps to give the 
stage activity. 

Elmer Cleve, who enters dis- 
guised as a monologist and then 
surprisingly reveals himself as a 
trick xylophone player, working 
with a comedy stooge boy soprano 
in Scotch kilts and also used for 
effecting comedy chatter, most of 
it involving Scotch gags, and tell- 
ing hoke. Xylophone selections are 
all pops and trickily mixed with 
comedy incidentals. Broke the ice 
for this show. 

Stanley Twins, assisted by Er- 
hardt Bros., fell into a perfect spot. 
Laughs had animated the audience 
and they were in a mood to look 
kindly upon these two slim dancing 
girls with their striking contortion 
bits and remarkable control leg- 
mania. Personable blonde girls did 
extremely well with their specialty, 
spaced and varied by the brisk tap- 
ping of the Erhardt Brothers. 

Miss Halperin picked the speed 
up promptly with her entrance, 
starting with a graceful introduc- 
tory speech, and going into a series 
of three character impressions, all 
new for the metropolitan circuits. 
First is of a dumbbell girl with a 
Dixie dialect relating in lyrics a 
flirtation adventure and all keen 
stuff for the femme clientele. Next 
is a ritzy wife suddenly called upon 
to prepare dinner for the unex- 
pected arrival of her husband's 
relatives. Change of costume goes 
with this and also a kitchen back- 
ground expressed in a panel drop 
disclosed by parted traveller. 

Won a curtain speech at this per- 
formance, Saturday supper show, 
with the house well filled after be- 
ing capacity downstairs for the 
regular afternoon performance. 

Mills, Kirk and Martin are three 
violent nut comics engaging in 
energetic roughhouse and knock- 
about, saved by the resourcefulness 
of the sustained clowning and mu- 
tual assault for strong laughs. 

Tracy, ‘Street Singer’ of the ra- 
dio, made an excellent closing num- 
ber, unusual as that spot is for a 
straight number partaking of the 
concert platform style. Tracy has 
been well coached since his break- 
in week, but holds to semi-stan- 
dards in his selections. Applause 
on his entrance and never lost the 





initial impetus. Rush. 








STATE 


Only four acts at the first show 
Saturday, due to Sully and Thomas’ 
drop-out. Miss Sully became ill 
backstage at the morning rehearsal. 
House secured the Rio Bros. to sub, 
but they couldn’t report until the 
second show. 

N.T.G. (Nils Granlund), playing 
a special date this week as the 
vaudeville guide for Jean Harlow 
(New Acts), managed to cover up 
the act shortage himself and by 
keeping the No. 2 turn on for 26 
minutes. He worked it neatly, as he 
generally does in the Loew theatres 
around New York. Besides being 
the most frequent Loew headliner, 
Granny has an exclusive on the 
word ‘hell’ in the Loew theatres. 

On top of carrying the bill over 
its handicap, N.T.G. also almost 
succeeded in justifying 12 stage 
minutes by Miss Harlow (New 
Acts). She’s plugging Metro pic- 
tures and players chiefly in her per- 
sonal appearance routine. 

Five Elgins, an old-fashioned hat 
and club tossing turn brought up to 
date, opens the show in extraordi- 
nary fashion. The two women are 
smartly costumed in orange col- 
ored pajama suits and the men in 
neat tan sports outfits. They execute 
various juggling combinations in 
perfect time with the music. The 
rhythm in their work makes it look 
good. 

Frank Radcliffe and partner, No. 
2, and Whiteside, Anita and Brower, 
closing, both under New Acts also, 
making this a 75% new bill. For- 
merly of Harris and Radcliffe, the 
former is doing a strong singing 
and talking act with an unbilled 
man. The closing flash comprises 
five people, all specialists. It war- 
ranted its spot. 

Bith Miss Harlow and the fea- 
ture, ‘Ladies of the Big House’ 
(Par) seemed to be drawing at the 
first shove. with a better than aver- 
age crow.w ‘nside. Bige. 


Paramount, Newark 


Newark, Jan. 15. 

With a ventriloquist and a cast- 
ing act it looks like vaude this 
week, The ventriloquist is Ray 
Conlin and while his material con- 
tains nothing new, the sight of the 
familiar dummy is enough. The 
aerial is done by the four La Tearls 
who finish with an elaborate double 
catch. 

Newell and Most take but a few 
minutes with Miss Newell playing 
mostly a nut girl. She does a capi- 
tal comedy but sitting on the piano 
and grotesquely manipulating a pair 
of prop legs. Act uses a bit of the 
old melodrama. When they finish 
one feels they are good enough to 
be better. Most returns with Con- 
lin and plays his dummy to good 
results. 

With his Canadian Knights, Billy 
Hughes employs several funny gags. 
A girl sings and dances and Hughes 
dances, too. Most of the act con- 
sists of singing by the four Kings 
with or without the girl. Did well. 

Inferior to most acts of the type 
playing here is the Mayfair Gardens 
Revue. It has an m.c. Ten girls 
in several ordinary routines are 
used. They are scantily dressed, 
wearing in one case skirts in black 
tulle edged with gold and high 
head-dresses of feathers. They 
sneak over a few naughty move- 
ments, but otherwise offer little. 
The principals, save for an adagio 
team are weak. The team clicks. 
The girl uses two large fans and 
knows her stuff as does the man. 
One girl singing at last stirs a re- 
sponse by several imitations. The 
m. c. also sings as does a girl. Re- 
ception of the act is mild. 

‘Reckless Age’ (Par) and News- 
reel round out the pleasing bill. 
Good house Saturday matinee. 


DOWNTOWN 


Detroit, Jan. 18. 

This week brings the first of the 
‘intacts.’ It isn’t the same as when 
it played Chicago, as Helen Kane 
has been replaced by Irene Rich. 
The local management will need to 
revise its arrangement as to spot- 
ting. 

Show is admittedly a tough one 
to routine. Three acts must have 
full stage with the other two con- 
tent to work in ‘one.’ The trouble 
as shown here is that the acts are 
spotted wrong. As seen opening 
show Bernice and Emily opened, 


with Freddie Sanborne _ second. 
Irene Rich, third; Eddie Stanley, 
fourth, and Pepito last. The main 


trouble is that Stanley should play 
number two with Sanborne fourth. 
This would be bad with Sanborne 
followed by Pepito who works in 
pantomime, as does Sanborne. The 
logical move then is to open with 
Pepito, Stanley second, Rich third, 
Sanborne fourth and Bernice and 
Emily last. 

Show has good entertainment and 
will mean more when rearranged. 
Irene Rich gets a nice reception on 
entrance and wears some beautiful 
clothes for the femmes. Working in 
a sketch she does well with a cur- 
tain speech. For real vaude enter- 
tainment the show depends on Fred 
Sanborne. Being somewhat of a 
local discovery, Sanborne is fairly 
well known here. Two years ago he 
broke in his act at the Publix Mich- 
igan theatre and was held over for 
two additional weeks. He repeated 





—! 
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about a@ year ago, The act is ch 
since last seen here with the ‘addin 
ii Fe Judson Cole, . 
8 was necessary in rea 
the act for vaude. In presentarne 
houses the m. c. plays Straight, 
Judson Cole does okay, but Sane 
borne has improved. Doing a strictly 
hoke pantomime for laughs he gets 
them howling with and without his 
instrument, the xylophone. Being 
unusual also in playing the ’phone as 
well or better than anyone elsg 
playing locally. The sock part of 
the act being the expert playing of 
the instrument. This act stopped 
show on second and would do better 
later. 


Eddie Stanley with a good looking 


girl ‘Bonnie Poe’ playing straight 
and singing. The girl does a nice 
imitation of Helen Kane and also 


sings hot very nicely. Stanley does 
what he says he’s doing in the act 
—tests the audience’s memory. He 
tells them old for a young fe low 
Pepito hasn’t been seen here in 
years and seems to have a new act 
with the crying baby the only old 
piece of business. The rest needs 
speding up and timing. But Okay, 
Act will be a novelty here. 
Bernice and Emily pleased with 
some nifty acrobatics. They have 
come a long way since their Abbott 
days. The singer with them 
billed) pleased with his 
Stomp’ song and dance. 
Del Delbridge does a novelty for 
the overture... Playing sweethearts 
overture he clowned to a plant in 
the audience. The plant got up and 
sang a number back at him. 
Picture ‘Girl of the Rio’ (Radio) 
and biz fair. Lee, 


THE LOST AND FOUND 


Joe Usher Tells About It... Poor 
Shows Cause Most Bother 


(une 
‘Shuffle 





Winter is the open season of the 
Lost and Found Departments in 
metropolitan theatres. With the 
first chilly blast the report of for- 
getting personal effects rolls into 
high. Rubbers, umbrellas, mufflers 
and gloves fiendishly defy memory 
and complicate the lives of ushers, 

‘A minimum of 200 articles is reg- 
istered at our bureau on an avere- 
age winter day,’ reports an usher 
whose life is spent amid lonely, lost 
articles. ‘Summer isn’t bad. Peo- 
ple don’t wear much clothing—not 
enough to forget, at any rate,’ he 
added, 

‘This year has been particularly 
lively,’ he continued. ‘No article is 
too trivial to be re-claimed. The 
patron who, last year would have 
shrugged his shoulders over the loss 
of one glove, returns prepared to 
pull down the theatre if the glove 
isn’t found. 

Joe Usher shook his head over the 
ways of the world. 

‘On a recent Sunday, when shops 
were closed, a patron lost her hat. 
Our staff did its best to recover the 
article, but we couldn’t disturb the 
entire theatre to look for one hat. 
The lady said she wouldn't think of 
going home to Bayonne improperly 
dressed. She waited until the the- 
atre closed at two in the morning, 
when she departed, hatted and come 
plaining over the inefficiency of our 
staff. 

‘Ladies who kick off their pumps 
are a great problem, The slippers 
are carried along by patrons enter- 
ing the row. We have a terrible 
time trying to locate them. 

‘You'd be amazed at some of the 
articles left in theatres,’ he said. 
‘In the few months of my service 
we've checked in a gun, a marriage 
license and a pair of ladies’ 
bloomers. 

Good System 


“When we have a good show,’ said 
Joe, ‘more articles are forgotten 
than when the performance is dull 
Bored patrons prepare for depar- 
ture by carefully gathering up their 
wraps and bundies. Patrons who 
are entertained thoroughly are 
absent-minded. 

‘We have a very fine lost-and- 
found system,’ continued Joe. ‘A 
patron reports a loss, describes the 
article and leaves his name at our 
bureau. When an article answering 
that description is turned in, a let- 
ter is sent to the patron requesting 
that he call at our theatre. If the 
article is not reclaimed within 4 
week it is stored in a cellar bin. 
The second week it is moved to an- 
other bin. If, in three weeks, it is 
still unclaimed, it is given to the 
usher who found it, or—if an article 
of clothing—sent to the Salvation 
Army,’ 

The most dramatic discovery the 
usher could recall was of a $20,000 
bracelet. Its delighted owner want- 
ed to present a substantial check 
to the usher who turned it in. 

‘But he couldn't accept it,’ 
sighed Joe. Then, fearing that his 
sigh might be interpreted as dis- 
loyalty: ‘It would have been 
against the principles of our or- 
ganization.’ 
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Actors Talking Mostly About Radio; 
Western Layoffs All Look Airward 





Chicago, Jan. 18. 

The old but recurring 
argument between radio and show 
business forces is being rabidly dis- 
cussed around these parts, with 
show people evincing more and 
more interest in its newly discovered 
cousin. Around luncheon round 
tables, coffee steam and cigarette 
smoke the principal topic is now 
radio. 

No longer does the layoff actor 
inquire at random ‘Who’s on the 
Palace bill this week?’ or ‘What’s 
at this theatre or that?’ It’s ‘Who's 
on the air tonight?’ or ‘Did you 
catch that Pontiac program, or that 
Oldsmobile blowout?’ All mental 
roads of the show people lead to the 
ether bug. 

Freak examples and instances are 
cited by one and all of how this 
mugeg, or that nobody got in and 
now drawing down heavy shekels. 
As far as the stage actor is con- 
cerned his vanity is hurt. What 
someone else has done on the air 
he feels he could do better. 

With Chicago the focal point of 
radio activity, there’s many a lay- 
off or stopover here by performers, 
who until recently couldn’t get out 
of town fast enough. 


Promoting Writers 


Where in radio’s infancy ether 
performers looked to the stage as 
the next step onward, it’s now the 
reverse, with vaude and musical 
comedy people, and even dramatic 
actors alike eyeing the air line and 
angling from all directions. There 
are, doubtless, more radio material 
writers around today than ever be- 
fore, with many of them trying to 
promote stage people on getting 
themselves a radio routine ‘in case.’ 

It’s a watchful period for show 
people, who still believe that tal- 
ent can’t be downed and that it 
will ultimately be recognized even 
by radio execs who quibble for pen- 
nies while dropping hundreds. 


GOLF CIRCUIT BOOKIES 
SET THEIR OWN PRICES 


Group of bookmakers is trailing 
the big name niblick pros during 
their winter match travels, making 
book with an intricate set of odds 
based on elaborate ‘form’ much as 
they rate horses on the tracks. 

As a sample of a book this winter 
the pro event in Agua Caliente of- 
fered the following odds: 

Diegal rules the favorite at 2% to 
1, due to the tournament being on 
his home course. Others are: Sar- 
azen, 6 to 1; MacSmith, 6 to 1; 
Johnny Farrell, 12 to 1; Hagen, 12 
to 1; Harry Cooper, 15 to 1; Olin 
Dutra, 15 to 1; Morty Dutra, 15 to 
1; Abe Espinosa, 21 to 1, and 
Charles Guest, 20 to 1. The field is 
offered at 8 to 1, 

All players not named above are 
bunched in the ‘field’ on a play or 
pay basis; that is, if any default 
after making entry, the bettor loses 


ever 








Film Cricket Team 
For Olympics Draw 


Los Angeles, Jan. 18. 
Olympic Games Committee is fig- 
uring on an additional picture name 
ballyhoo for the games through the 
inclusion of cricket among the con- 
test sports. 
Cricket team organized by C. 
Boyce Smith and including George 
Arliss, Ronald Colman, Clive Brook, 
Boris Karloff, Ivan Simpson, An- 
thony Bushell, Jamison Thomas, 
Conway Tearle and other picture 
people have been invited to par- 
ticipate. 
While cricket is not included in 
the roster of games, Olympic Com- 
mittee believes there will be enough 
cricket players among the English, 
South African, Australian and Ca- 
nadian athletes to give the picture 
team opposition. 


HAMAS, ON WAY UP, 
KAYOS T. LOUGHRAN 


By JACK PULASKI 
A ring tragedy occurred at the 
Garden Friday (15), when Tommy 
Loughran, the best boxer of his 
class, was knocked out by Steve 
Hamas, formerly of Penn State’s 
football team and one of the best 
prospects ever from the colleges. It 
happened in the second round, and 
means that Tommy is now surely on 
the way out. It was his second de- 
feat here within a month, Loughran 
having first lost to King Levinsky, 
and it was the second time for him 
to be kayoed, Jack Sharkey having 
turned that trick. 
The felled Philadelphian had the 
sympathy of the fans. They didn’t 
relish his passing by that route. 
Loughran has met and stood off 
many of the hardiest men in both 
heavyweight divisions barring no 
one and fighting frequently. Perhaps 
it was a mistake to pit him against 
so dangerous a fellow as Hamas 
after the Levinsky licking, and it is 
possible that Kink hurt Tom worse 
than indicated. 
Hamas exhibited greater speed 
than Loughran from the opening 
bell. He pasted Tommy around the 
stomach so fiercely that at the rest 
period Loughran’s midsection was 
scarlet. That he was hurt was indi- 
cated at the second round bell, when 
he seemed to drop his guard. Slam 
went Hamas’ right and down went 
Loughran. Up at about eight, he 
was unable to stave off Steve's 
rushes and was on,the canvas soon. 
Down a third time, glassy-eyed, it 
was stopped. Hamas rushed to aid 
Tommy to his corner, Gunboat Smith 
mistaking that for a possible foul 
attempt and trying to intercede. 
Hamas has an impressive record. 
Last summer he blossomed at a time 
when Charley Retzlaff held the lime- 
light. It was thought Retzy was 








if his man does not start or with- 
draws after qualifying. 


L. A. OPEN TOURNEY 
FLOPS WITH $6,500 


Hollywood, Jan, 18. 

When MacDonald Smith, two- 
time winner of the Los Angeles 
open golf tourney, romped away 
with it for the third time last Mon- 
day the Junior Chamber of Com- 
merce, backers of the affair, ad- 
mitted that it has been a b.o. and 
advertising flop and in all prob- 
ability would be discontinued as a 
yearly affair. Gate was less than 
$6,500. 

In past years the prize money 
has totalled $10,000. This year, the 
amount was cut to $7,500. Tourney 
is a four-round affair, Smith’s low 
was 281. Dick Metz, San Angelo, 
Tex.; Olin Dutra, Santa Monica; 
Joe Kirkwood, Philadelphia, and 
Leo Deigle, Caliente, tied with 285. 
Only other names in the money 
were Gene Sarazen, 286; Walter 
Hagen, 288; Willie Hunter and 
Johnny Farrell, 290. 


BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Aben Kandel, daugh- 
ter, Jan. 13 in New York. Father is 
the author and playwright. This is 
their second child, 








unbeatable, but that was disproven. 
A few experts picked Hamas as the 
best heavyweight title prospect at 
the time, and that looks to be about 
right. He has scored 24 knockouts 
in 27 encounters. Some of those 
fights weren't much to talk about. 
Steve has a habit of tiring after the 
fourth round, so he usually tries to 
win quickly. On form exhibited 
against Lougram, Hamas moved 
further up on the contendership list. 
No doubt that Lougran has slowed 
down. Not in the cards for a fighter 
to be alert indefinitely. 

It was a show with plenty of slug- 
ging, three knockouts being scored 
in four 10-round matches. Bright 
night for Wops, two being on the 
winning end of as many horizontal 
cops. In the semi-final Stanley Pe- 
roda, oke tough socker, got his from 
Salvatore Ruggirello, an even harder 
walloper. Stanley first went down 
in the second round. After weath- 
ering the session Peroda made a sen- 
sational fight of it for a time, but he 
was dropped in every round from 
then to the fifth, the finale. He was 
ambling around on rubber legs be- 
fore dropping flat for the last time, 
to be counted out. 

Enzo Fiermonte, antoher foreigner 
of the middleweight rank, attracted 
attention by the way he smacked 
Jack Rosenberg of Harlem around. 
Latter is well thought of as a rings- 
man, but he finally got his with a 
hard button sock. Refusing to takea 





count at any time, he was down often 


PARAMOUNT, N. Y. 


(Continued from page 38) 


fronts or interiors to suit the title 
of the show, ‘Home Sweet Home,’ 
are merely used at the outset of an 
act. From there on it’s working in 
one before a silk drop. 


Drops are hung in two, only the 
finale going to full stage in a sim- 
ple penthouse setting. It’s a relief 
to get away from some of the glit- 
ter once common to presentation 
unit finales. 

Jack Partington, Publix’s ace 
stager, apparently keeping scenery 
cests down, at the same time has 
given his show plenty of looks, 
utilizing very effective lighting. 
He’s something of a genius at using 
yari-colored rays and has the tech- 
nique to use them effectively. 

The Boswell Sisters are particu- 
larly benefitted by lighting. Grouped 
at the piano, it’s the odd dark blue 
centered around them to the exclu- 
sion of the rest of the stage, that 
iends something. As well, the pin 
spot thrown on the solo number by 
one of the Boswells, outstanding in 
the rovtine of four songs, helps in 
the selling. This single is, how- 
ever, a little long, threatening its 
reception. Blues stanza, bringing 
out piquant harmony and that 
tricky stuff, a better length. 

Three Little Words, colored pick- 
aninnies, start out a little mildly, 
but quickly heat up. They work 
with an expressionistic house drop, 
with practical entrance, behind 
them, giving way to Burns and Al- 
len, who open before a window drop 
but soon step out to one with silk 
travellers coming together. 

Long a strong bet in vaudeville 
with their talk, there’re up against 
different conditions here. Rearites 
in the theatre must cock the ears to 
get the gags and even then some 
go overboard. Withal, and despite 
that the sale of the material means 
a lot, the comedy team walked off 
to a heavy mitt. Those three gags 
on the dance takeoff, all of which 
come over the ether down here, did 
the trick to a large extent. Must 
be a terrific strain for a twain like 
Burns and Allen to fight the talk 
handicaps of big spots like this one. 
Crosby, who tails the Jesse Craw- 
tord organ recital, with a bit over 
the mike, has the mike in his hat 
for one number in the full stage 
scene. Later a standing amplifica- 
tion receiver is brought on, At 
first his voice comes over hoarsely, 
but later it’s okay. 

Around Crosby eight dancing girls 
and seven boys as well as others 
dress up the penthouse perspective. 
Appropriate numbers have been 
picked to carry out vocally the home 
sweet home motif of the show, but 
when in the finale with everyone 
around it seems things are at an 
end, Crosby with a girl, steps for- 
ward for a reprise. 

Program is laid out acccording 
to Publix routine. Overture with 
the acrobatic conductor, Rubinoff, 
gesticulating the band through col- 
lege songs, is followed by Para- 
mount News. It continues to have 





MARRIAGES 


Elsie Jan Bierbower (Elsie Janis) 
to Gilbert Wilson, Tarrytown, N. Y., 
Dec. 31. Groom was once a picture 
actor. 

Marcel Hi. Marmer to Madame 
Ss. A. Le Belhomme, non-profes- 
sional. Bridegroom is general mgr. 
of the M-G-M theatres in France 
and Belgium. Ceremony was pri- 
vately performed in Brussels on 
New Year's Eve. 

Norma Mitchell Talbot to Wilbur 
D. Steele in London Jan, 8. Bride 
is a playwright under the name of 
Norma Mitchell. Groom is a dra- 
matic and fiction writer. Both 
Americans. 

Patricia Ann Manners to Alfred 
E. Schiebel in Chicago, Jan. 9. 
Bride is a radio actress with Myrt 
and Marge (CBS). Groom is non- 
pro. 

Eunice Rae to Eddie White in 
Waukegan, Ill, Jan. 11, Bride is 
dancer and groom m.c. 

Sharon Lynn, film actress, to Ben- 
jamin Glazer, Paramount associate 
producer, Yuma, Ariz., Jan. 16. 

Paul Bissinger, occasional Coast 
producer, took the marriage vow in 
Frisco, bride being Marjorie Wal- 
ter, non-pro. Bissinger produced 
‘Hi There’ last year with intentions 
of taking it east, but never got be- 
yond Market street. He was for- 
merly in the New York Erlanger 
office, 

Peggy West, actress, to Harry R. 
Ferguson, engineesa, at Portland, 
Ore., Jan. 11, 

Victoria Ford (Hannaford) to 
Manuel A, de Olazabal, Tuxedo, N. 
Y., Jan, 11, Bride is the former 
wife of Tom Mix. Groom is in the 
Argentine diplomatic servica, 





until the ninth round, when the fight 
was also stopped. Had not Rosy in- 
dicated he was punch drunk in not 
taking counts, he might have been 





permitted te last the distance, 





trailers spliced into it. Then the 
Crawfords with three pops, stage 
unit into which it dissolves, and 
the feature. 

It's regulation and maybe further 
brings out the habit on entertain- 
ment with which Publix tries to 


coax its customers. Char. 
Pittsburgh, Jan. 15. 
A good line-up of talent this 
week and one that plays well. Mi- 


nus a real name 
month, ‘Dance 
with Dunn and 
take care of that, 


for first time in a 
Team’ on screen 
Eilers figured to 
while stage, de- 


spite absence of a b. o. pull, can 
hold its own. 

Lay-out well paced and second 
show nothing missed, even the 
acts that have been around here 


time and again. Chorus opening fol- 
lowed by Casa and Lane in what 
starts like a regulation adagio, but 
winds up as a burlesque with a 
fiock of falls and the usual comedy 


stuff. Band number next, a swell 
symphonic arrangement of ‘River 
Stay Away From My Door,’ by 
Jerry Mayhall, with some _ swell 
lighting effects, and Dick Powell 
m. c., singing a chorus. Encore 
leads into a pretty chorus routine, 
with combined band-production 
number landing solid. 

Block and Sully followed and 


With new gags got over better than 
they have locally in some time. 
Same held true for The Three 
Sailors, next to closing. Boys have 
heen around here so often they 
hadn’t been getting over so well in 
recent visits, but they never worked 
1arder than this time. 

Also programmed is Sally Star, a 
toval girl who has Rad considerable 
stage and screen appearance. Sort 
of a personal for this cute young- 
ster who doesn’t do much—a few 
gags and a hot dance—but im- 
presses moderately in a brief ap- 
peararce. Powell's specialty one of 
his best in some time, m. c. doing 
‘Cresby. Colombo and Vallee,’ step- 
ping out later in one in front of a 
mice and giving imitations of 
the three. A happy thought for 
Powell, who can do just this sort 
ot thing. 

Pretty sei with a lot of flash and 
eclor and bardsmen pyramided in 
the background, a relief from the 
usual straigh. line stuff with the 
usuo%l two rows. Bernie Armstrong 
hes a streight organlogue and Dave 
Broudy an overture of same style 

Stanley doing plenty of ballyhoo 


for its circus stage show starting 
Friday (22). Lobby fixed up like a 
big-top, with clowns parading 


around and signs announcing freak 
attractions all over the place. 
Cohen. 


PARAMOUNT, L. A. 


Los Angeles, Jan. 14. 


On his third week as m. c. at 
the Paramount, Harry Barris is still 
featuring his own numbers. He 
puts the orchestra through a med- 
ley of them for the opening and 
from then on its every man for 
himself with Barris finishing out- 
side the money. 

With a good stage personality, 
the former one-third of Paul White- 
man’s Rhythm Boys tries to be a 
comic, but fails through lack of 
material. He does three bits with 
Red Corcoran, hoke banjoist, and 
none of them register. If Barris 
ever gets the proper material he'll 
make an impression. He has every- 
thing the smart young juve needs, 
including a trick singing voice. 

Presentation on the whole is 
without production. Line girls do 
three routines — high kicking, tap 
and rhumba. Latter is the finale 
with a male dancer in the back- 
ground thumping out a _ barefoot 
impressionistic dance. It is the only 
attempt at the unusual and was 
muffed through the lights on the 
orchestra stand being doused and 
the orchestra going haywire. 

Between the three line numbers 
are sandwiched four vaude acts. 
Florence Hedges, double-voiced 
singer, has two numbers. Voice is 
okay but the girl has one of those 
affected manners that kills her per- 
sonality. Most of the time she’s 
acting enough to get a giggle out 
of the audience. 

Three Trojans are an okay acro 
turn specializing in side somer- 
saults or ‘Arabs.’ Rita and Rubine, 
adagio team, do the usual leaping 
and catching to fair returns. 

Rea Corcoran works with Barris 
on gags and solos twice on the 
banjo. Corcoran has been doing ra- 
dio work locally but formerly was 
in vaude in the east. He’s a dead 
pan comic and handles his own 
stuff well. 

Orchestra plays one novelty num- 
ber, a tintype gag with the band 
members dressed in old fashioned 
costumes. It gets by but is thread- 
worn locally. 

Staging by George Cunningham is 
sufficient for what he has to work 
with. His line is continually im- 
proving and is working smoothly 
now. 

Feature, “Two Kinds of Women’ 
(Paramount), didn’t seem to strike 
the fan fancy for the house wasn't 
half filled Thursday night. 

Burns and Allen comedy short 
and Paramount news clips also. 

Call 


IMPERIAL, TORONTO 


Toronto, Jan, 15, 
Tom Patricola headlined at the 
Imperial this week, with cheap 
mounting of stage bill indicating 
that the mandolining stepper must 
be getting the long end of the cash 
outlay. Only one full-stage set used 
ra . 
this a skimpy cottage garden scene 
, 
most of the work being done he 
a nursery rhyme backdrop. 
cola went over all right. Feature 
film is ‘Manhattan Parade.’ with 
Winnie Lightner a big draw here, 
Punch in the program is the ap. 
pearance of Carl Goldner, pianist 
. . “tp 
local rags giving home-town boy 
heavy plugging. Featured as a Jack 
Arthur ‘discovery’ in the old Uptown 
and Regent days when Arthur was 
the only Canadian conceiving stage 
presentations and bringing on big- 
time names of today. 
Stage bill opens in two, with Lu- 
cille Sisters m. c.ing. Sallet out in 


fore 
Patri. 


kid costumes. Usual routine, with 
line into high kicks and Novelty 
Clinton on for leaps. Barbarino 


trails with trick chow, mutt travel- 
ing on girl’s body as she does slow 
rolls and back-flips. Act was a nov- 
elty and scored. Patricola out for a 
warm-up number and orchestra kid- 
ding. 

Traveler parts on cottage and gar- 
den set, with Lucille Sisters going 
into a Topsy and Eva and making 
the costume change on stage. Fine 
imitation of the Duncan act, with 
girls into patter and finishing with 
the ‘I Never Had a Mammy’ number 
in harmony. Act scored, with the 
blackface half leading. Ballet again 
on in floppy hats and pale-green 
gowns. Nothing exciting here. 

Patricola back and funny in a 
Scotch travesty. Mandolin-tuning 
biz with pit band and then into his 
combo pick-and-dance act, building 
up to the finale when two unbilled 
girls are on in plumes and do a 
cooch, which gets over. 

Schichtl’'s marionettes next and 
clever. Ballet again on for finale and 
stunning in white goose costumes 
and headdresses. Only thing that 
looked costly in bill. More glides 
and formations and whole company 
on for finale. Usual fillers and or- 
ganlog with ‘Manhattan Parade.’ 

McStay. 


Egyptian, Hollywood 
(Stage Show) 
Hollywood, Jan. 14. 
Knocked out of the first run divi- 
severance of its day-and- 
date policy with the downtown Cri- 
terion, the F-WC Egyptian is try- 
ing a stageband policy with second 
runs and thereby adding another 
push to what has been called, on 
and off, a local stage revival. With 
about $100 in the house at 25 cents 
top for the opening Thursday mat- 
inee, the policy was neither a riot 


nor as bad as average business had 
been on the straight picture ar- 
rangement. 

It is probable that the stage end 
will grow in importance, for its m. c. 
is Al Kvale, a Chicago boy of the 
Paul Ash school. Until the windy 
city boys and girls came to know 
Kvale well he was an important as- 
set to picture theatre boxoflices. 
Even though the stage band policy 
has seen the depths of despair since 
then, there is a market among 
young people for a steady theatre 
attraciion of the breezy, personable, 
coy Kvale type. 

Egyptian is throwing no money 
away on production. It’s just four 
acts, the band and the m. c., and 
while not expertly arranged at the 
first show the-lineup is sufficient as 
a test affair. Brick English-‘Hoot’ 
Gibson band, a Los Angeles dance 
aggregation, is supplying the or- 
chestra interludes and letting Kvale 
wave a stick at it. 

Following the crew's hot rip 
through ‘Weary Blues,’ Park and 
Clifford eased on for a hand-to- 
hand balancing routine which would 
be better for cutting. Another band 
session, ‘Time On My Hands,’ in- 
cluded a vocal from Gogo DeLys, 
a hotcha trick who later worked 
well with Kvale in a double of 
‘Somebody Else.’ Miss DeLys might 
hang around as a team-mate for the 
m. c. 

Stadler and Rose in a rag doll 
dance which has seen the big houses 
and revues for several years gave 4 
worth while accounting. It’s a toss- 
around for the girl, who werks 4 
fast alternation of rigid and limp 
postures. Windup spot was occu- 
pied by Wilbur Hall with a clever 
phone bit wherein he saves time by 
calling a number two blocks away 
through having a friend on the 
Leviathan relay the call for him. 
Hall finished with a ballad and 
walked off with ease. 

English-Gibson 14-piece outfit 
works nicely with Kvale, making ® 
considerably better showing than 
would a pickup stage group. 

Although the opening day shows 
ing was not so impressive, the pol- 
icy change has a chance here. It 
can build as a Hollywood hangout 
for the younger crowd on a possib!t 
Kvale draw. 65 
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the feature. Bang. 
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Takes 25c to Move Any Ubangi, and 
It Didn't Take ‘Em Long to Find Out 


—————————— 


Technique of handling topnotch 
celebs doesn’t apply to the saucer- 
lipped Ubangi savages brought to 
‘America for & personal appearance 
tour. Customary arguments and 
finesse are lost on an African gentry 
that has its own special code for 
@riving managers crazy. A fluent 
interpreter, appointee of the French 
government, accompanied them to 
jron out American difficulties, but, 
as far as the Ubangis are concerned, 
only money talks. 

The sweetness of the bribe system 
was discovered by the chief several 
hours after he planted his substan- 
tial African feet on American soil. 
Requested to open his luggage for 


customs inspection, he retired on 
Ubangi dignity and an_ uttered 
‘Umph.’ A refusal in any language. 


Continued argument increased his 
indisposition to have personal ef- 
fects gone over by perfect strangers. 
After a two-hour session of heated 
protest someone thought of showing 
him a bright and shining 25-cent 
piece. 

He sold out and has been holding 
out for bribes ever since. Head man 
of his tribe, he passed the good word 
to his entourage, a sen and eight 
Ubangi flappers, who immediately 
turned into conscientious objectors. 
They steadfastly refused to embark 
on publicity excursions until shin- 
ing quarters had been distributed all 
around. When an economical man- 
ager decided that pennies would do 
just as well, they sat on their 
haunches and wouldn't budge. Slow, 
complicated mental processes re- 
fused to be anything but silver-con- 
scious. 

Prevailed upon to brave the rain 
and do the town, they buried them- 
selves in blankets that completely 
covered their facial fortunes, and 
emerged only when the jingle of 
silver indicated that acquiescence 
would be worth while. 

In Harlem 

Lodgings for the tribe were ob- 
tained, after great difficulty, in an 
apartment house on upper Seventh 
avenue. Harlem Jandlords, like all 
others, are fussy about their tenants 
and don’t want to detract from the 
class of brown-skin dwellings. But 
the Ubangis finally found a haven 
where the gals sit around in cos- 
tumes that are hilarious mixtures of 
woolen sweaters, beautifully woven 
textiles and interesting native jew- 
elry. The chief, who runs around in 
bare feet and flapping American 
shirt-tails, spends his idle moments 
in a taffeta-appointed Harlem ‘bou- 
dwah’ and shows his newly acquired 
stage costume to visiting members 
of the press. 

He was so taken with his theatri- 
eal wardrobe, the like of which he 
had never seen in his native Africa, 
that he locked it up on sight, refus- 
ing to use it for stage purposes. It 
must be taken back, he manifested, 
and flashed on the old folks in Afri- 
ca. He'll probably hold out for two 
quarters before he eventually dons 
it opening day at the Mastbaum, 
Philadelphia. 

Eddie, last name unknown, a vet- 
eran carnival man, who is special 
chaperone for the Ubangis, is terri- 
fied that some how, some way, his 
Proteges will find out about 50-cent 
Pieces. ‘That will be the pay-off,’ 
he predicts with the solemnity of 
©ne who faces the inevitable. 





Cut and Scare 





To combat the underselling 
cordial shops, speakeasies are 
now cutting prices to the extent 
that some of the goods cost one- 
half of what they did two 
months ago. Other speaks are 
resorting to propaganda, 
spreading stories about the 
low-priced joints. 

Free Iunches, including roast 
beef, ham, potatoes and other 
substantials are also introduced 
as a further inducement to stay 
away from the cordial boys. 














Non-Gambling 
Cal. Town Has 
$300,000 Casino 


Palm Springs, Cal., Jan. 18. 

After seven days of whoop-’er-up 
night life consisting of one heart 
game, one keno game and 15 slot 
machines, Palm Springs slipped 
back to its former somnambulate 
state last week when the town mar- 
shal sloughed the games. 

The long-hairs of California’s ace 
winter resort couldn’t stand the at- 
mosphere created by the nickle 
gambling and ordered the copper to 
do his duty. Storekeepers on the 
block-long business section were in 
favor of the high life because it 
brought some of the natives and 
visitors to their stores after 8 p.m. 
Now they can bolt the doors any 
time after the dinner hour. 


Wertheimers’ Worry 


Damper on the petty gambling 
throws a shadow on the new $300,- 
000 gambling resort being built by 
Lew and Al Wertheimer of Detroit 
at Cathedral City, about eight miles 
from here. The Wertheimers intend 
to open the spot, in design a replica 
of Caliente, around Feb. 1. Cathed- 
ral City is in the same township as 
Palm Springs. 

Palm Springs natives are essen- 
tially home folks who managed to 
have a town without even a picture 
theatre up to this year. They like 
to get the money from winter tour- 
ists who can pay the high rates 
here, but refuse to stand for any 
high jinks. 

Town has gained in popularity of 
late through being the week-end 
hideout of the picture mob. Mayor 
Walker of New York helped to plug 
the resort last year when he came 
here for a rest. 

After the marshal did his duty, 
those who dallied with the paste- 
boards and slot machines hoped 
they would be permitted to operate 
again after a number of the mer- 
chants had protested against the 
sloughing. It was no go, and after 
three days everybody was satisfied 
that the burg had expended its one 
fling and was set to go to sleep 
again. 





Lang’s Mother Il! 

Mrs. E. Lang, mother of Bert 
Lang, originator and ereator of the 
Juvenile Bostonians, is iil at the 
home of her sister, Mrs. M. Casad, 
522 Pacific avenue, Bremerton, 
Wash. 














"Round the Square 


—~ 








Astor’s Steadiest Luncher 
Lincoln Loper, who died of heart failure recently, was concerned in 
show business from time to time, one of the productions in which he had 
an interest having been ‘Helen of Troy, N. Y.,’ which Rufus Lemaire 
Presented. He had a large acquaintance among show people, principally 


those on the managerial end. 


Loper invariably lunched at the Astor, perhaps the most familiar figure 


there, 
Beach. 


He never changed that custom, except when wintering at Miami 





; Another Liberty League 
According to ‘diploma’ numbers, nearly 1,000,000 people have paid $! 
“piece to become members of another anti-prohibition organization, Call- 


ing 


itself the ‘Rational America League,’ the organization does not re- 


Strict itself to the beer and wine issue, but takes in all matters which it 


Considers pertain to liberty. 
Headquarters of the organization 


are in New York. 


Actress Gets $2,600 for 
N. Y. Office Bldg. Fall 


Rosalie Wincott, actress, won a 
suit against the Columbia Theatre 
building (now the Mayfair), New 
York, giving her an award totaling 
about $2,600, as the result of a fall 
she sustained three years ago. 
Abraham Kaufman represented Miss 
Wincott legally. 

1928’ while on her way out of the 
It was contended she was forced to 
forego a film contract with 
because of the injury. 

A decision handed down by Judge 
Steuer in City Court in June, 1931, 
was appealed by the defendants, 


ing Judge Steuer’s decision. 





2d Capone Tank Jam 


Birmingham, Jan. 18. 

Looks like there is a jinx or some- 
thing in exhibiting armored cars 
purported to belong to Al Capone. 
One on exhibition here last week 
was attached by the sheriff as first 
step in a $500 damage suit, filed by 
Mrs. Cleo Fox. Mrs. Fox claims a 
huge bulldog used to draw crowds 
bit her while at a local hotel. 

Cops took the armored car and 
carried it to a garage for storage. 
A few weeks ago one of these arm- 
ored cars on public exhibition in 
the north was seized and destroyed 
because of a state law prohibiting 
private ownership of an armored 
car. 








Jail for Masher 


Providence, Jan. 18. 

Raymond L. Smith, 32, of this 
city, is serving a 30-day sentence 
for mashing in the RKO Victory 
theatre. 

Smith made unwelcome advances 
to a husky young woman sitting 
aside of him. She resented them, 
and to emphasize this point, 
socked Smith in the face, inflicting 
a black eye. Then she hauled Smith 
out of his seat, dragged him up the 
aisle and had him pinched. 

Judge Gorham meted out the jail 
sentence, the first one ever handed 
out here on such a complaint. 


Miss Wincott claimed she fell in|! 
building, severely injuring her knee. | 


Metro | 


with the Appellate Division confirm- | 





Camouflage 





Holl; Jan. 18. 

Champ alibi for the weather 
was a native squaring the fog 
by stating: ‘The 
| in the valley orange groves 
| which are used for heating 
purpose sure cast a heavy 
gloom.’ 


wood, 


smudge-pots 











20-Hour Day 
Keeping Bway 
Rentals Up 


That Times Square is still health- 
ily solvent, particularly when com- 
mercial biz is figured comparatively 
with other shopping districts, is 
claimed by the section's realty men. 
One of the strongest proofs ad- 
vanced is quick rental for well lo- 
cated shops when vacated by flop- 
ping tenants. 

One exception for the Square’s 
biz condition is claimed in the thea- 
tres therein, mainly the legits. Like- 
wise it’s pointed out that should 
the latter revive, other trades would 
up accordingly. 

Square vacancies in the shop di- 
rection are said to be normai in 
view of existing conditions, Still 
plenty of closed ones as well as 
heaviness in the fly by night things. 

Principal factor for the desire to 
still locate in the square, even with 
the lusty yells about bum biz, is 
that Broadway offers practically 20 
hours possible shopping time per 
day, making up for some of the 
steep rental terms asked. 

On rentals the side street branch- 
ing from the Square are getting 
the hardest slaps. 











PIPING THE NEWS 


By Claude Binyon 





Hollywood, Jan. 15. 
(Everybody in Hollytcood seems 
to be having babies lately.—‘Var- 
iety’.) 





Casting Office 


Casting Director—We're in a 
spot, Joe. The old man just tells 
me that Winona can’t take the lead 
in ‘16 and Pretty’ because she’s 
shopping for bassinets. Who do we 
use? 

Ass't C. D—We can’t use Aimee 
George because she’s having one, 
too. 

Cc. D.—How about Joan Belle? 

Ass’t C. D.—She already has her 
six nighties packed for the mater- 
nity hospital. 

Cc. D.—Then our only out is Gogo 
Gogo. 

Ass’t C. D. (blushes)—I meant to 
tell you, sir, Gogo and I were mar- 
ried last month. 

Cc. D.—And? 

Ass’t C. D.—Yes. Next month. 

Cc. D.—What are we going to do 
close the studio? 

Ass’t C. D.—I’m sorry, sir. 

Stranger (pushes past secretary 
and into office)—Who's the casting 
director? 

Cc. D.—I am. 

Stranger (reveals gun)—Get your 
hat. I’m Tillie’s father and we're 
going to call on the parson. 





At the Modiste’s 


Mme. Tlorabelli—Exquisite, ma- 
dame! Such chic—such haute gran- 


deur! It is every inch worthy of 
the star. 
Star—lIt fits too snugly here. 
Mme. Florabelli—All the more 


chic. 

Star—And all the more snug day 
by day. Have you something loose 
with a half-cape? 

Mme. Florabelli—But, madame—! 

Star—I can’t help it; I must feel 
comfortable, 
| Mme. Florabelli—Such insults for 

Mme. Florabelli. Zee stars, zey want 
|} matrons’ dresses while my gorgeous 
frocks ret upon ze hangers. Eet is 





a lousy biz. I think I scram back 
to Chi. 

Star—Isn't there something you 
can do? 

Mme. Florabelli (resignedly)— 
Yes, it had to come. I'll go Lane 
Bryant. 

The Scenarist 

Supervisor—-You know how it is, 
Gabe. 

Scenarist (wearily)—Yes. I've had 
to rewrite everything I've written 
in the past year. 

Supervisor—But, 
a beautiful thing. 

Scenarist—I krow—I know. Let’s 
see. Instead of opening with her 
coming over the mountain on horse- 
back we'll start with her peeping 
coyly over a fence, Then we'll cut 
to her greeting her boy friend be- 
hind the divan. After that we'll get 
a necking shot through a sedan 
window. 

Supervisor—Great! 
Scenarist—And from then on she 


mother love is 


can do all her acting in bed. I've 
given her pneumonia. 
Picture Chatterer 
Chatterer—Hello, is this Miss 


Swenska? Listen, Miss Swenska, 
we have a report that you are about 
to have a baby. 

Miss Swenska—TI really can’t teil 
yet. Whoever gave you that infor- 
mation knows more than I. 

Chatterer—Listen, Miss Swenska. 
you know I've given you plenty of 
breaks in my column. The least you 
can do is give me an exclusive on 
the baby. 

Miss Swenska—lI'll be glad to, but 
I honestly don’t know yet. The 
doctor will be over this afternoon 
and maybe I can tell you then, 

Chatterer—Listen, Miss Swenska., 
if the doctor confirms the rumor 
please call my paper. You promised, 
Miss Swenska. 

Miss Swensk2—aAll right. Shall I 
ask for you? 





Chatterer—No—ask for the city 
editor. They're taking me to the 
delivery room in a few minutes. 


Frisco Auto Show Tops ‘31 Gross 
By $9,500; Gross Runs Around $40,500 





San Francisco, Jan. 18. 
Annual Auto 
Show’ closed its eight day run Sat- 


‘San Francisco's 


urday night (16) to a total gross of 


$40,500. Figure betters the 1931 
total by $9,500. Maurice Chevalier 
was the chief and only attraction, 


aided at the dual pianos by Fray 
and Braggiotti, recent importations 
Audi- 


George Wahlgreen, general 


from gay Paree. Place, Civic 
torium, 
manager. 
Show represents heavy outlay on 
part of combined motor dealers, 
every with 
the exception of Ford participating. 
Ford follows 


later with its own show. 


practically known car 


usually two weeks 


History of Auto Show here is of 


important interest to show gang. 


Through courtesy of Gen. Mer 


Wahlgreen, first actual figures of 
recent years are 
trade via Variety. 

Prior to 1926, record gross for 
show was $35,000, rolled up on nine 
day ’26, Paul Whiteman 
was imported by Wahlgreen as the 


first important attraction of the 
local auto shows, with a guarantee 
of $20,000 for the jazz maestro and 
his band. Whiteman took $21,000 
for his bit that year, the gross 
reaching around 48 grand. This 
immediately stamped Wahlgreen a 
showman and he clinched the Auto 
Show job for years to come. It was 
one of the few times in Western 
show history that this type of affair 
paid off a profit to the owners of 
exhibits. 

Between 1926 and 1929 Wahlgreen 
used important attractions but of 
Coast rep only. Maurice Gunsky, 
then an outstanding radio favorite 
surprised the ‘town with a $44,300 
gross at seventy-five cents gate. 
Then Wahlgreen’s stepped out in 
30 and booked Chevaller at a flat 
25,000. The 1930 show grossed 
close to $60,000 and drew 80,000. 

1931 was the first disappointment 
the Auto Show suffered in years. 
Wahlgreen brought Peggy Hamil- 
ton and her entourage of 60 manne- 
quins to town. The flop grossed 27 
es. But the gang accepted the sad 
story as the result of the depres- 
sion. Dr. Wahlgreen too no chances 
for 1932. Without regard to the fact 
that show biz in Frisco is way be- 
hind last year, the gen. mgr. played 
his ace, bringing Chevalier back. 
Thouzh reported to be in on another 
$25,000 slice, Wahlgreen states his 
acter-friend accepted a guarantee of 
15 grand against a 50-50 split of 
the gross. This means the big 
Paramounteer left town last night 
(Sun.) with a $20,250 take. And 
Wahlgreen as well as his promoting 
cohorts are all smiles. Only three 
days of brutal weather prevented a 
bigger gross. 

Prices this year for the show were 
50c. mats. and 75c. nites. Approx- 
imately 61,900 attended. 


made known to 


run. In 





. *. * 
Isabel Baring’s Alienation 
Suit Against Sis-in-Law 
Chicago, Jan. 18. 

Isabel Lamon Hough, estranged 
wife of the playwright, Will M. 
Hough, is suing her sister-in-law, 
Mrs. Kathern Hough, for $100,000, 
charging alienation of affections, 
Mrs. Hough, known on the legit 
stage as Isabel Baring, has a sep- 
arate maintenance suit pending 
against her husband in local courts. 
Couple married in 1927 and parted 
last August. They have a son, 
three years old. Will Hough was 
twice married and divorced as many 
times to and from Florence Lord, 
daughter of the late Daniel Lord, 


founder of the Lord, Thomas & 
Logan, advertising agency. 





Irving Foy Ill 
Los Angeles, Jan. 18, 
liiness of Irving Foy, of the Foy 
stage family, which keeps him here 


indef, temporarily terminates the 
act he’s been doing with his sisters, 
Mary and Madeline Foy. 





Irving is the second of the three 
sons of the late Eddie Foy. 
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News From 


the Dailies 





San Francisco, — 
for these news items; 





This department contains rewritten theatrical news items as pub- 
lished during the week in the daily papers 
Hollywood and London. — t 
each has been rewritten from a daily paper. 


of New York, Chicago, 
Variety takes no credit 








East 


to broadcast ice Olympic 
from Lake Placid 





NBC 
games 





Lackawanna railroad to experi- 
ment with one day round trip 
tickets at reduced rates. Regarded 
as a help to theatre trade from 
suburbanites. 





New puppet theatre opened in W. 
8th street. Three shows weekly by 
Catherine Reighard. 





Announced that Mary Garden’s 
three years hitch to CBS is more 
for concert angle than broadcast- 
ing. Will work with Columbia 
Concerts corp. to bring the opera 
to main street. 





Mae West sued by Nathan Burk- 
an, who defended her in a show 
pinch. Said his charges were $15,- 
000 and he received only $5,000. 
Asking for the remainder. 





Taft theatre, Flushing, nicked for 
$1,500 by thieves, who took the Sat.- 
Sun. receipts, 





Nemo theatre, upper B’way, N. 
Y., took in more than $2,000 Sun- 
day (10), but two men with guns 
walked in and grabbed it. 





Bruno Walter, over here for Phil- 
harmonic-Symphony dates, amazed 
at the price they get for concerts, 





Benn W. Levy on his way to 
Hollywood to do scripts for Uni- 
versal. Has two shows on B’way. 





Reason Elsie Janis would not ad- 
mit the other day that she was en- 
gaged was because she was married 
Dec. 31 to Gilbert Wilson, 28, of Los 
Angeles. She is around 15 years 
older than her husband, 





George Abbott planning to pro- 
duce Philip Dunning’s ‘Lily,’ but not 
until fall. Play was given a brief 
tryout last year by Wm. Harris, Jr. 





Willie Howard will be starred in 
Geo. White's next venture following 
‘Scandals.’ 





Lee Shubert is out of the hospital 
and planning for Palm Beach to re- 
cuperate, 





Mrs. Selma C, Young and her son, 
Otto Heyworth, sued by mother of 
Mona O'Connor, 18, taxi dancer, 
who charges that Mrs. Young, with 
presents and promises, induced the 
then under age Mona to become the 
‘love slave’ of Heyworth. Mrs. Young 
was anxious to get the boy out of 
town in 1929 and sent him to Ber- 
muda for four months with Mona 
as companion in his exile. Moving 
that depositions of Bermudians be 
taken to support her charge, Ask- 
ing $250,000. 





Gypsy Rose Lee has been signed 
for new Ziegfeld show. Been play- 
ing for Billy Minsky. 





Pinch of the Thirteen Club, soft 
spoken joint on 62nd street, brings 
a yawp from the old original 13 
Club through its pres., J. Arthur 
Lehman, who says the superstition 
squashers have no connection, 





Texas Guinan back in town and 


talking about a play she says she 
has dramatized from the life of 
Says her life 


Aimee McPherson. 
and Aimee’s are along similar lines. 





Lizzie Kelly, one of tke cleaners 
at the Palace, N. Y., gets $200 for 
turning in a $3,000 diamond and 
platinum necklace she found on the 
floor Jan. 4. Has been with the the- 
atre ever since it was opened. 





B’way police after petty grafters. 
Cleaned up 50 joint steerers, car 
watchers and similar grifters. 





After 10 years with Metropolitan 
op., Edward Johnson finds greater 
tendency to blend voices with or- 
chestra instead of making the singer 
stand out. Approves artistic results, 
even though it may hurt star 
chances. 





Oliver La Farge las gone to New 
Orleans to assist ir. staging the play 
made from his ‘Laughing Boy’ by 
Otis Chatfield-Taylor. 





Estate of the Jate Anna Held, who 
died in 1918, according t- account- 


and 
estate goes to her daughter, Liana 
Carrera, 
amounting to $2,160. 


The new sandals are toeless. 


Jack 
Betty Rogers and May Bailey, held 
for special sessions in a magistrate’s 
court, Brooklyn, last week for par- 
ticipating 


sterdam this week to permit more 


netted $220,757. Bulk of the 


who received jewelry 





According to tip at recent Boston 
shoe show, the gals will have to 
paint their toenails next summer. 





William Harris, Harold Jackson, 
Pearlstone, Mario Caruso, 


in an alleged indecent 
performance in that borough Dec. 
18. 





‘Patience’ cancelled at the Am- 


rehearsal for ‘Robin Hood.’ 





Fred Fisher and Robert Gross, 
with Cleon Throckmorton, will use 
the New Yorker as a tryout theatre 
for plays. Egon Brecher will direct. 
First effort will be ‘Trombenick,’ by 
Ralph Astrofsky. 





‘Son of Satan’ production called 
off. Author-star ill. 





Jules Brulatour, Jr., son of film 
man, takes out a license to marry 
Lillian Healy, daughter of late 
restauranteur. 
Margaret Secdon suing to re- 
cover value of five trunks of ward- 
robe not delivered when changing 
hotels. 








Paul Lukas in New York for per- 
sonal appearances. 





Francine Dowd, picture actress, 
swallowed poison Thursday (14), 
leaving behind a note to the effect 
that nothing mattered. She was 
removed to Bellevue hospital. 
Friends are unable to account for 
her action. 





Corse Payton being considered 
for radio. Will give tabloids of the 
old thrillers. 





Henry Cowell and Leon There- 
min have evolved a new device for 
composers, the ‘Rhythmicon,’ which 
will be demonstrated at the School 
for Social Research tonight (19). 
Designed to permit a study of 
rhythm and not in itself a musical 
instrument, 





Owen Davis is collaborating with 
his son, Donald, on a play for pro- 
duction early next season, adapted 
from ‘The Good Earth,’ best-seller 
novel by Pearl Buck. 

Understood that the production is 
set, though Davis won't divulge 
who has the rights. 





Cecil B. DeMille enters protest at 
Washington over his income tax. 
Asks board of appeals to loosen up 
on his $525,817 corporation tax and 
$69,282 personal slap. 





‘Tatler’ society sheet, consents to 
an injunction restraining it from 
the sale of stock shares except un- 





der certain rigid conditions set 
forth. 
Mrs. Henrietta Brown, who as- 


serts she wrote ‘Over the Hill’ be- 
fore the Fox company did, joined 
by Corse Payton in a suit for $500,- 
000 against Fox Films. Says the 
Fox version is taken from her play 
in which she and Payton played, 
and not from Carleton’s poem. 
Papers filed, 





Lydia Lindgren withdrew her 
charges of disorderly conduct 
against her husband, Raoul Querze 
when he consented to a separation. 
He gets the phonograph records and 
the piano and organ, but must re- 
move them from his wife’s prem- 
ises. Sequel to a little episode of 
previous week when Querze kicked 
his front door in when he found it 
locked. Both operatic singers. 





Sid Terris, lightweight contender, 
lost his suit to take back from his 
mother the money he says he merely 
deposited with her. Supreme court 
found it to be an outright gift and 
not a loan. 





First expense bill rendered in 
Erlanger-Fixel case. J. W. Hart 
and W. R. Millar, Los Angeles attys, 
asking for $1,619 for assistance giv- 
en Erlanger estate. Payment re- 
fused and matter submitted to the 
surrogate. 





Leo Chenko, Russian dancer, who 
is suing Edwin Jordan, Jr., for alie- 
nation of the affections of Chenko’s 
wife, professionaly known as Alexa 
Alsey, ordered to give a bill of par- 
ticvulars. Jordan is the husband of 
Evangeline Adams, astrologer. 





Momola Nijinsky, wife of Waslav 


Audrey 
actress, 
Gertrude Lawrence’s place in ‘Pri- 


a ticket. for London 
Case given to a referee for hearing 
and report. 


last week the reports from Paris 
that her sister, Tessa de Pulska, 
was destitute. Also denied that 
Mme, de Pulska had paid Nijinsky’'s 
support in the Swiss sanitarium 
where he has been for the past 13 
years. Mme. Nijinski is in New 
York. 





Fulton Oursler elected pres. of the 
Authors’ Club last week. Others 
are James Howard Bridge, v. p.; 
Daniel Henderson, sec.; McCready 
Sykes, treas., and John Erskine, 
Jeorge S. Sellman and Lucien 8. 
Kirtland to the council, 





Dept. of Agriculture facing a sit- 
uation. 
clips of imported bulls. Camera- 
men insist only way to get action 
is to jab bulls with pins. Dept. 
wondering if it can get away with 
it. It wants the films, but there’s 
the S.P.C.A. 





Robert Chester Maxwell, Jr., ad. 
co. exec, suing in Supreme Court 
for annulment of his marriage to 
Pointing. An Australian 
Mrs. Maxwell, Jr., took 
» Maxwell 


vate Lives’ last season. 


told the court her only response to 


his pleas for affection was to buy 
and use it. 





Harry d’Arrast back from Europe. 
Lingering in N. Y. before going on 
to Hollywood. 





Frances Alda, after two years of 
radio work, announces she prefers 
the mike to the operatic stage. 
Only objection is that programs are 
controlled by commercial sponsors 
instead of by the artist. 





Eddie Carter, former organist, 
was recently released from _ the 
Kansas State penitentiary, where 


he served for forgery. Obtained a 
radio position in Phillly but notified 
he couldn’t take the job since an 
$800 fine, imposed by the musical 
union, still hung over him. Prison 
Dept. of the Salvation Army has 
arranged with the union to permit 
Carter to make weekly payments 
out of his salary. 





Russell Owen, ‘Times’  corre- 
spondent with the Byrd expedition, 
has collaborated with George Hum- 
mel on ‘The World Waits,’ play 
with a Polar locale. All male cast 
in a single setting. James Elliott 
will produce. 





Eighth annual conference of Nat. 
Board of Review starts at the Hotel 
Pennsylvania, New York, Jan. 21. 





Paul Green, legit playwright, goes 
with Warner's for one picture, as 
adaptor and technica] advisor. 
WB wants him for ‘Cabin in the 
Cotton.’ Green authored ‘In Abra- 
ham’s Bosom’ and ‘House of Con- 
nolly.’ 





Luisa Tetrazini ‘doing four’ in a 
Boston picture theatre, 





Dr. Lawrence Obrey, Boston den- 
tist, throws pictures on the ceiling 
for his patients to look at while in 
the chair. 





Paul Berlenback, once light 
heavyweight champ, suing his first 
wife for a trust fund of about $100,- 
000 he established before he mar- 
ried her. Got an annulment when 
he found she was already married, 
but did not ask for a return of the 
fund until lately. Chemical Bank, 





trustee, requires consent of the 
wife. 
Mme. Schumann-Heink wi" re- 


join Met opera. 





Dwight Wiman and W. A. Brady 
considering produg@fon of ‘Private 
Beach,’ by Gladys Unger. Would 
make Miss Unger’s third showing 
this season, others being ‘mxperi- 
ence Unnecessary’ and ‘Ladies of 
Creation.’ 





Admissions to tower of Empire 





State Bldg., now amount to over 
$698,554, 
Sadye Walsh, professionally 


known as Josephine Davis, awarded 
a decree of divorce from George 
Walsh, night club pianist, with 
$112 weekly alimony. Alienation suit 
against Peggy Heggie, also a night 
club entertainer, still pending. 





Bing Crosby, and others, sued by 
Serge Walter and Ross Mobley on 
the contention that ‘At Your Com- 
mand’ is merely their ‘Jealous.’ 
Asking triple damages in Federal 
Court, N. Y. 





Senator Dill offers an amendment 
to the radio law preventing a du- 
plication of wave length within a 
radius of 2,300 miles. Would cut 
down the number of stations. 





Peggy Joyce informed the U. &. 
won't fine her for bringing a $10,000 
diamond plaque into this country 
without customs declaration. She 
was headed for a $51,000 fine, but 








ing filed last week, grossed $257,859 


Nijinsky, Russian dancer, denied 


they have been arguing about it so 
long that the statute of limitations 


Wants newsreels to make | 





has outlawed the claim and she only 
loses the $10,000 trinket, a present 
from Stanley Joyce. She explained 
that it was given her in Paris and 
she didn’t know her maid had 
packed it for transportation. 





‘There’s Always Juliet’ to follow 
‘Barretts’ at Empire Feb. 15. Gil- 
bert Miller will produce with Her- 
bert Marshall and Edna Best in 
cast. 





Langdon W. Post introduces a bill 
in N. Y¥. state assembly permitting 
professional dancing on Sunday, To 
legalize dance recitals, 

N. Y. Film Board of Trade re- 
ports only 50 out of 1,100 theatres 
served from N. Y. exchanges are 
now closed. 





Coast 





Al Christie granted final citizen- 
ship papers. , 





Paulette Goddard James, ex- 
showgirl, suing Edgar W. James, 
lumberman, for divorce. 





Kathryn Crawford and Reginald 
Denny paid $7 and $10 fines, respec- 
tively, for speeding. 





James Cagney, sued for $1,900 
commission by the William Morris 
agency. 





Lew Cody sued for $1,536 by Anita 
Goodwin, who was bitten by the ac- 
tor’s dog. 





Aileen Carlyle, actress, ill, delays 
work on ‘Love On a Budget’ at W.B. 





Lucille Collins, actress, in jail for 
speeding. 





E. V. Brewster, former million- 
aire pub. and his wife, Corliss 
Palmer, sued for foreclosures on 
two lots and four houses in Holly- 
weod, by Security First Natl. Bank. 





Noah Beery sued for $155 in wage 
claims by employees at his moun- 
tain resort. 





Mae Murray sued for $2,250 by 
Marjorie Berger for work on Miss 
Murray’s income tax returns of 
1924-5-6-8., 





Collier and Flynn, agents, filed for 
$2,400 commission from Mary Astor. 





Josephine Dunn recovering from 
an appendix operation at Hollywood 


hospital. 
Mid-West 


Harry Norman, former operator 
of the Plantation Gardens, Omaha, 
closed by police a month ago, ar- 
rested on charges of keeping a ‘com- 
mon, ill-governed house.’ 











Mino Kohler, Miss Chicago of 
1922, landed in court on a charge 
of refusing to pay a $6 cab bill. 
Cabby had her pinched. She paid. 





Florence Ziegfeld Brannum, niece 
of Florenz Ziegfeld, granted a di- 
vorce and $160 monthly alimony 
.from W. S. Brannum, Jr., in Peoria. 
Cruelty was the charge. 





Paul Robeson due at Orchestra 
Hall, Chicago, for a concert Feb. 1. 
Colored singer is doing it for char- 
ity. 


Mabel Sykes, Chicago theatrical 
photographer, target of an invol- 
untary bankruptcy petition filed by 
creditors. Miss Sykes’ liabilities 
are tabbed at more than $10,000 
with assets of $3,000. 








Bernice O’Connor, Chicago cab- 
aret girl, accused of murdering her 
divorced husband, Edward J. O’Con- 
nor, freed by a jury on the second 
ballot. 





Stickup at the Grove, small Chi- 
cago neighborhooder, netted the 
lone bandit $30. He escaped after 
threatening to shoot an usher who 
followed him, 





University of Chicago has filmed 
a three reel talking picture called 
‘Life on the Quadrangles,’ showing 
activities on the campus. Will be 
used only for advertising university 
life. 





Charges of violating a city ordi- 
nance against fortune telling were 
dismissed by Judge Blaine in St. 
Louis when Madame Meeji and two 
co-defendants came up for trial. 
Woman operated a tea room down- 
town. 





Federal radio commission granted 
a license renewal to station WCCO, 
Minneapolis, 





R. C. Gary, former manager of the 
Paramount, Omaha, goes to RKO as 
publicity director in that division. 





U. S. Radio and Television Co. is 
conducting new research on radio 
reproduction, using the voices of 
monkeys in the experiment. Claim 








is that many sounds are } 
many 3 are bey 
the range of human detection whine 


the simians can catch, 





Charges that the Chi Civ 


ic 
showed preference to foreig Opera 


n ar 
made by Rep. Dickstein-in Wane 
ington, was denied by Herbert 


Witherspoon, director of the come 
pany. He pointed out that of the 
60 featured singers on the company 
roster 21 are Americans. ais 








. @. § ° . 
Park ‘n’ Drink 
ot 
(Continued from page 1) 


mand followed the use of girls in 
usherette costumes to wait on the 
parked motorists. 

Majority of hours the sandwich 
stands are just sandwich stands, 
It’s the night shift of hostess. 
waitresses, on duty to 2 a.m., who 
get the calls for setups and who exe 
ercise their ability for bright chat. 
ter and light flirtation to build upa 
clientele. Girls aren’t allowed to 
drink on duty and nothing is said if 
they're absent a night or two. 

$1 Tips 

All the girls get out of their jobs 
is tips, and on the night shift tips of 
$1 and up per customer are expected 
from the regulars. Transients who 
drive up just to eat give less, but 
every girl tries to build up regular 
customers, who ask for her and 
stick around half an hour or more 
to kid back and forth. 

Male waiters take charge after 2 
a.m., and a day crew of girls come 
on just before noon. The day job 
is not so popular with some girls, 
calling for more work and less tips, 
but the aggregate is around $8 to 
$10 per girl. 

Night shift garners about the 
same amount but has more fun and 
leisure in the process. Men driving 
alone, or stage groups, are the regu 
lars. Girls say they never get fresh 
on the lot but issue plenty of invi- 
tations. 


RKO-Orph Turndowns 








(Continued from page 4) 
holding faction in RKO is said to 
have been behind the move to bring 
Richards into RKO. Richards’ 


friends when first hearing of the 
proposal two weeks ago gave it no 
credence. Richards is under an in- 
active contract with Paramount, 
He built up and sold the extensive 
Saenger chain in the south to Para- 
mount. Richards’ theatre interests 
are extensive in several directions, 
and his friends are quite certain 
that were he to return to the the- 
atre as an operator, it would be 
with his own circuit. It’s doubtful, 
Richards’ friends claim, whether the 
presidency of RKO would mean 
anything to him, and it’s also doubt- 
ful, they maintain, that there is 


anything big enough in the show — 


business to draw Richards perma- 
nently away from New Orleans, hig 
home town. 

The Orpheum circuit, as a sub- 
sidiary of RKO, is a’group of 36 
theatres west of Chicago, extending 
to the Coast and carried on the 
RKO books as a unit. Twelve of 
the theatres are closed. The dark 
houses entail an annual loss to RKO 
of around $500,000. 


Handicaps 


The 24 theatres which are open in 
the main keys of the west are re- 
stricted in picture service. Avail- 
able to these Orpheum houses are 
only the pictures made by Radio 
Pictures, RKO-Pathe, and the na- 
tional release deal RKO has with 
Universal. This limited picture 
supply, with Radio Pictures fur- 
nishing poor product for nearly two 
years, has held down the houses 
with their only relief the RKO 
vaudeville as the extra attraction in 
several of the theatres. Notwith- 
standing, through the operation and 
the vaudeville the Orpheum circuit 
still has been been confined to @ 
loss not beyond $500,000, which is 
the carrying charge of the dark 
houses. 

The interest held by the Kohl 
group through Orpheum circuit's 
8% preferred stock, led to the de- 
sire for separate operation by the 
Kohl people in the hope that per- 
haps in this way the defaulted divi- 
dend payments on Orpheum pre- 
ferred may be restored. To accom- 
plish this the red would have to be 
wiped out and a profit of around 
$400,000 a year made by the Or- 
pheum, causing a turnover alte- 
gether of $900,000 a year. 

Richards will returr, home durinrs 
this week. Franklin expects 
leave New York for Los Angeies te- 
morrow (\Vednesday). 
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Broadway 


‘Rita Weiman’s dad South. 

Syd Salkow’s coast trip off. 
Irving Tishman treking south. 
Islin Auster ailing and better. 

Trudy Krieger in town, but hid- 
ing. 

Roy Furman’s colored cook can 
eook. 
Nedra 
‘Sugar. 

Lee Tracey on way te Hollywood, 
motoring. 

Rex Smith’s wife off to join him 
in Madrid. 

Lynn Farnol’s an indoor polo en- 
thusiast, too. 

George Hall 
greet friends. 

Louis Bernstein back at his desk 
and feeling better. 

Moe Silver, WB theatre exec, on 
the road at present. 

Joe Fliesler collabing with Harry 
Hershfield on a play. 

Friars have ousted a pool table 
in favor of ping pong. 

Arthur Houghton to Palm 
with Joseph Kennedy. 





Smith likes to be called 


takes time off to 


Beach 


Carol Dempster and her husband 


to Fla. for two months, 
George Skouras hangs around the 
Academy a lot these days. 


From Park West hospital Sam 
Shain broadcasts he’s better. 

The J. H. Lubins sail Jan. 30 for 
18 days in the West Indies. 

Elmer Rice reported holding out 
for heavy coin for rights to his 
‘Counselor.’ 

The auto companies during the 


auto show, threw their 
in hideaways. 

Ben Bornstein gets a 
of improvising new 
old in his office. 

Floyd Scott reminiscing about the 
old Kansas City ‘Star’ days. He's 
one of the flock. 

Jim Tully is the only out of town- 
er who wears a cap while stopping 
at the Algonquin. 

Gabe Yorke, Fox publicity head, 
has been confined to his home for a 
week with grippe. 

A girl on the 18th floor of 
CBS building can imitate 
Crosby, and verily. 

Roger Ferri, who's been doubling 
between both Coasts for Fox, is in 
the h. o. for a spell. 

Speak that gave away 500 Ibs of 
beef and 15 kegs of beer repeated 
the act Monday night. 


Steve Hannagan in town for few 


big parties 


kick out 
melodies from 


the 
Bing 


days. Scramed back to Miami for 
Hileah track premiere. 
Wolfe Gilbert and Abner Silver 


send out formal announcements of 
the birth of a new song. 

Now a daily routine for Publix 
bookers to view pictures at 12:15, 
with lunch later thar. usual. 

Gloria King, Frank Wilstach’s 
eecretary in the Hays headquariers, 
also out with a severe cold. 


Arthur Mayer in a gym to keep 
down the weight he’s picking up 
since the appendix departed. 

Even the Broadway barbers have 
“a squawk. Out of work actors are 
now cutting each other's hair. 

Sherry’s (the.original) which used 
to get $1 for radishes is now asking 
that much for a five course lunch. 

‘Hot Music’ is title of Jimmy Gil- 
lespie’s story about pop bands 
shortiy appearing in ‘Sat. Evening 
Post.’ 


, 


Panhandling in traffic when cars 
stop is getting to be very wide- 
Spread. Any car that has wheels 
will do. 


Paul Berger, UA’s eastern district 


Manager, has moved back to the 
home office from exchange head- 
quarters. 


Capt. Dan Fox of the state Police 
Troop recovered from operation, but 
cannot go to coast to help Tom Mix 
recuperate, 

Cafeteria serve-yourself idea at 
the Paramount Child’s lasted four 
days. Bavarian-costumed wait- 
resses are back. 

Theatre Owners Chamber of Com- 
merce, which has always held its 
dances at the Astor, this year is 
turning to the Waldorf. 

Walter Winchell’s sec, Ruth Cam- 
bridge, now has a sec, too. Notes 


if from a columnist’s sec’s sec may fill 


UP another column ver week. 
The hottest winter day in 
ork’s history found Paul Gulick, 

and some of the Universalites, lis- 

tening to the howling wolf in 

Central Park. 
Hotels are tighter than they have 

ever been on the baggageless cus- 

tomer. A press agent had to leave 
his Overcoat with the clerk in lieu 
of cash. 

The most candid business man in 
the world runs a ladies’ wear store 
in & Brooklyn shopping nabe. A 
Sign in front says to come in and 
Pay what you want. Whole thing 
is topped by enormous letters read- 
ing. ‘Business Is Phooey.’ 

About 30 New York newspaper 
reviewers are among those enjoying 
complimentary membership in the 
Motion Picture club. A press card 
to the club is as good as a year's 


New 








membership, entailing no dues and 
providing all club courtesies. 


The Jess Freemans and the 
Charlie Morrisons picked New 
York’s hottest winter stretch in 


years to sail into more heat, They'll 
be back this week from an 11-day 
West-Indies cruise. 


London : 


Kit-Cat out of red again. 
Haddon Mason off to Naples. 
Rebla off on Continental tour. 


Dorothy Bartlam flinging parties. 
Michael Balcon still on sick leave. 


Alfred Hitchcock taking a resi 
cure, 

Adrian Brunel on the Blue Ex- 
press. 

Lads walking up Eros statue 
again. 

Clifford Mollison the life of the 
party. 

Dave Bader not averse to a mild 
flutter. 

Pat Glynn recommending Walter 
Huston. . 


Gillespie wearing a tired but hap- 
py smile. 

Fenn Sherie is hotel space agent- 
ing now. 

Gandhi 
the halls. 

Jacqueline 
well party. 

Rex Brains in 
proposition. 

Walter Summers leaving for Afri- 
can location. 


the surefire laugh gag in 


Logan flinging fare- 


an advertising 


I. kL. Horton getting a fan club 
on this side. 
Hipp likely to set fashion for 


revues again. 
H. Schleman held 11 
bid two clubs, 


spades and 


Threats of a tabloid news reel 
this side, too. 
Maurice Elvey now rates ‘Frail 


Women’ highly. 

An all-electric hot-dog stand near 
Ludgate Circus, 

Clifford Fischer over to see open- 
ing of ‘Bow Bells.’ 

John Murray Anderson wou'd like 
to sleep for a week. 

Clifford Whitley talking about an 
international Revue. 

John Stuart sends his own photo 
by way of greeting. 

Eric Wollheim looking over Max 
River’s dance school. 

Leslie Williams, U’s press chief, 
writing a first novel. 

Cochran not so keen about 
‘Mail’ re-write, say some. 

Jacques Jacobs, English, 
leading Ciro’s dance band. 

‘Private Lives’ talker 
eagerly awaited this side. 

Sacha Guitry and Walter Hackett 
exchanging correspondence. 

Houston Sisters have withdrawn 
all permission to imitators. 

Sam Goldwyn's imminent appear- 
ance here cheering the critics, 

Gertrude Lawrence studying 
terior decorating as a_ hobby. 

Gertrude Lawrence doing a full- 
length for Paramount at FE]stree. 

Kate Carney, old-timer, staging 
another of her farewell appearances. 

ftamsay MacDonald’s last radio 
speech voted best talker voice yet. 

Charlie O'Donnell, formerly Two 
Rascals, teaming with Jesse Jacob- 
sen. 


that 
now 


version 


in- 


Sports writers are busy finding 
the English successor to Bobby 
Jones. 


Warner's British studio making a 


library of talker tests. Has 100 
already. 

Cedric Belfrage listing the pic- 
ture’s wisecracks for reputation 
purposes. 

George Atkinson says, ‘Tell Eng- 
land’ was the best British film of 
last year. 

Jack Hylton broadcasts from 


America picked up by many enthus- 
iasts here. 

Capitol Cinema, Gaumont British 
laggard, now competing with Tivoli 
in popularity. 





Biggest song hit is ‘Rhymes 
Lawrence Wright number just dis- 
posed of to Bobby Crawford. Will 
be broadcast in America by Jack 
Hylton shortly. 

Capt. liumphreys, formerly Kit- 
iCat and Cafe de Paris, now ex- 
ploiting Cairo. 

Cosmo Night Club asking mem- 
bers to take up stock, or else will 
be forced to close. 

Wish Wynne, real name Mrs. 
Ethel Kitchen, left gross person- 


ality of £390, nearly $2,000 at par. 

Joe llayman (Hayman and 
Franklin) teaming up with Jock 
MeKay in new act, ‘The Hebe and 
the Scot.’ 

Film actor approached 
Dent at the Kit Cat 
lated him on the 
shine Susie.’ 

Flanagan and Allen, 
best Iinglish two men 
ening to split with agent 
keep them together. 

Bobby Wricht (Wright and 
Marion) applying for naturalization 
Wright is English born and became 
American citizen in 1917. 


Arthur 
and congratu- 
success of ‘Sun- 
the 
threat- 
frantic to 


one of 


acts, 





Leading dance bands having their 
personnel written up for the eve- 
ning papers. Call 'em human in- 
terest siories over here, 


CHATTER 


Paris 


George Canty packing. 
I aul rri 
Paul Lyssac to Africa. 
Cliff Fischer in London. 
Mary Murillo laying off. 
Lilian Harvey coming over. 
Fabien Sevitzky to Vienna. 
Charlie Chaplin on snowshoes. 
Solange Bussi calling on Pabst. 
Ivan Petrovitch in an operetta. 
Old Dietrich films being released. 
Ciro’s getting a new coat of paint. 
Matt Duffin getting ready to tour, 
Ruth Dennen back from Salzburg 
J. Carlo Bavetta burning midnight 
oil. 
Mrs. Rene Clair at art film open- 





| Charlie 


ings. . 

Polaire playing a minor vaude 
date. 

Phillip Carr didn’t understand 
‘Asie . 

French girls taking to rubber | 
boots. 

Gaby Morlay entertaining § at 
Cairo 

Flobelle Fairbanks around the 
; shops. 

Winchell Smith back for hi 
health. 

George Kann back from _  S8St. 
Moritz. 

Kees van Dongen still following 


society. 
i) es 
lantide.’ 
Norman 


Pabst off to Africa for ‘At- 


Lloyd now playing in 


Canne Ss. 
Jeanne Helbling staying on the 
| Riviera. 


MacArthur lingering in 
London. 

Taxi drivers giving up business in 
batches. 

Jules 
country. 

Toscanini, spagetti bound, one day 
in Paris. 

The Ted Griffiths, of Hollywood. 
in Egypt. 

Pierre Brasseur doing a film series 
in Berlin. 


Romains writing in the 


Irvin Marks fathering Edward 
Robinson. 
Jack Hyltons staying at the 


George V. 

When did Ben Smith sneak back 
to B’way? 

Mussolini’s play ran for 50 per- 
formances, 

‘rhe Bachelor Father,’ in French, 
coming up. 

Cole Porter around his favorite 
bars again. 

Tristan Bernard quitting produc- 
ing to write, 

Spinelly going to play her first 
mother role, 

Mctro execs modest as to their 
whereabouts, 

Charlie Norris around Montpar- 
nasse nightly. 

Emil Jannings to Paris for ‘Tu- 
mult’ opening, 

Ben Miggins preparing to call on 
Truman Tally. 

Volterra breaking a hand on an 
Argentine jaw. 
Restaurant 
the boulevards, 

Jimmy Shields doing whatever re- 
sorts there are, 

Henri d’Abbadie d@’Arrast has two 
scenarios ready. 

Paul Heppner with another minor 
skull operation, 

Arthur Moss and Eve Marvel do- 
ing Montmartre, 

Priscilla Kastner 
touch of the ‘flu. 

Kathe de Nagy being groomed by 
Ufa for stardom. 

Peyerell Marley studying French 
camera methods, 

Syd Chaplin back to the Riviera 
after Switzerland. 

Valentine Mandelstam 
he'll soon be over. 

kva Le Gallienne has Alice Dela- 
mure’s apartment, 

Zaidee Jackson waiting for sun- 
shine on the Riviera. 

Heinrich Fraenkel back from Lon- 
|don and on to Berlin. 

Josephine Hutchinson would like 
to de ‘Autumn Crocus.’ 


Pharamond quitting 


defeating a 


writing 





Dora Miller returns from New 
York and giving parties, 

Jack Plunkett taking over Para- 
| mount theatre publicity. 


Monroe Wheeler and 
Westcott back from Italy. 

Photographers at 
night clubs doing business. 

Claire Luce says she’s 
back after her present show. 
Jane Marnac and Major 


Glenway 


coming 


Keith 





Trevor at the Boite a Matelot. 
Score trom “The Love of Mike’ 

successfully making the channel. 
Jennie Dolly taking her first va- 

cation since she opened her shop. 

|} Mrs. Robert Walsh and Lilian Pil- 

lar. of Hollywood, on to Alexandria. 


Publisher Albert Michel and Dr. 
Marcus to go 50-50 on some royal- 





piles ‘ 

| Paule the fattest comedian, has 
i five clothes changes in his newest 
| part 

| Mrs. Carlo Martel, of the Opera 


iique, fighting a decree of evic- 


| Gilbert White, American painter, 


|slammin, some exhibits in the 
press 
| Brigette Helm to make a Pierre 
Penoit story in South Algeria with 
Pabst. 


Slump enabling Mrs. Kane to get 
a $3,000 string of pearls for half the 
money. 

Mrs. 
husband 
London. 

Larry Hills expected to 





Rudolph 
and 


Mati joining her 
the Lachmanns in 


restime | 





Mont.iartre | 


‘Herald’ directorship and presidency 


American ¢ 


Is it true that the av 
French drama critie is [5 
1@ movie critic 28? 

Joe Seidelman cabling to 1 
Marco The ¢ 


screened again before john Gr 


age of 


and 


verage 
lithe 
: | 

ave 
lown’ and Said 


inam 


Salis, 

Erne Schoedsack 
day in France on his way 
India, and lunching at 
mount studios. 

Ed Robinson, with the script of 
‘La Chienne’ under his arm, going 
to see the picture with the hope of 
doing it himself. 

Dick Blumenthal making a bee 
line from the hospital to the studio. 
despite his father’s not to 
llow him on the premises, 


la 
Toronto 


spending one 
back from 


the Para- 





orders 


Nellie McClung on a lecture tour. 


Allan Bacon at the Convocation 
organ, 
A boy at the Charlie (Telegram) 


Olivers. 

Ilsa Marvenga 
Yonge St. 

Dempsey 
next month. 

No snow here yet and golfers still 
losing balls. 

Billy Watson 
Empire stage. 

Lillian Sparling to take over the 
Royal York organ. 

Carnival men holding 3-day con- 
vention here in February. 


strolling down 


due at Arena Gardens 


across the 


sliding 


Howard Rutsey in a new avia- 
tion playet series for CFCA, 
Hector Dutrisac will p. a. the 


Martin-Harvey trans-Canada tour. 

‘Ballyhoo,’ now being printed for 
Canada here, drops from 40 to 15 
cents. 

Robert (‘Red’) Burnett joins ‘Daily 
Star’ sports department, will feature 
hockey. 

Art Bossin of ‘Forder Cities Star’ 
being readied for legislature press- 
gallery. 

Lou Skuce, sports artist, design- 
ing cartoon-advertising blotters for 
Quebec breweries. 

Art Kent to Chicago to do radio 


continuities and commuting week- 
ends to see the frau. 

Cauliflower biz. so tough that 
Playfair Brown moves into small 


and ’phone-less office. 

Ruth Kemper, woman conductor 
a. the New York Opera Comique, 
used to be a von Kunits violin 
prodigy here. 

Gordon (‘Daily Star’) Sinclair off 
for the Orient to do another travel 
series. Three typewriter firms gave 
him machines. 


Frankie Bellinger, one - time 
world’s fly-weight champ., now 
with unemployment-relief gang 


building roads in Northern Ontario. 

.nerican ciggies up a dime with 
Luckies, Camels and Old Golds re- 
tailing at 50 cents for 20, but boot- 
leggers still asking $1.75 a carton. 

Police pulling in street corner 
vendors who offer ‘50 popular songs 
for 10 cents,’ with magistrates levy- 
ing $20-fines for breach of Copy- 
right Act. 

Lady Eaton bought 270 
copies of ‘Flagon of Peauty,’ netting 
Vilson (The Poet) MacDonald the 
entire $1,350 because he is his own 
publisher. 


Birmingham 


By Bob Brown 


de luxe 





Mardi Gras at Mobile Feb. 5-9. 


Bill Thacker has discarded the 
spats. 

Jimmie Mills becomes father. It’s 
a boy. 

Radio advertising being used by 


theatres. 
3urt Orndorff has a knife used by 
Chinese for executions. 
Don't touch George Steele 
business is bad. He'll bite! 
The Grand Jury is stil) investigat- 


when 


ing the bombing of theatres, 

J. W. Peek, Jr.. is rebuilding his 
Five Points theatre destroyed by 
fire. 

Ormond Black has been on the 
Gulf Coast and so has Hon. Jack 
York. 

Dave Alper gave a lecture on 
those gold signs in front of his 
place, 

George Watson, with a case of 
the flu, was running around town 


looking for inspiration. 

WAPI celebrating the third birth- 
May get an increase in pow- 
. Carrol! Gardner. 

Tom Allen is good at predicting 
torms, at times like this any- 
body can predict rain and be right. 

And the 


er saves 


but 





Temple gives away one 
of Henry’s buggies. Two features, 
a comedy, newsreel, handful of pop- 
corn and chance on auto all for 
ten cents, 


Berlin 


Ida Wuest in Munich. 

Fritz Lang in St. Moritz. 

Gretl Theimer in Vienna. 

Richard Bichberg in Davos. 

Alfred Abel back from Nice. 

Anna Sten at Oberschreiberhau. 

Fritz and Harriet Kreisler expect- 
ed. 





Fritz Gruenbaum in motor acci<- 
dent. 

Elisabeth Bergner at Cap dd’ Ane 
tibes. 

Charlotte Susa in Gotaad, SwitzZe- 


erland, 


Julius Aussenberg on the Seme 
mering. 

Otto Klemperer guest conducting 
in Paris. 

Hansi Niese moves from Vienna 


to Berlin. 

Leopoldine Konstantin will gueste- 
play here. 

Ufa picture ‘Yorke’ prohibited for 
Saar district. 

Kommerzienrat Ludwig Scheer in 
Marquardadtstein. 


Max Kimmich working on new 
Universal short 

Heinrich Eduard Jacob, writer, 
engaged to wed. 

Phil Kauffmann at Weisser 


Hirsch, Dresden, 

Cuba Glass and Seymour Neben- 
zahl in St. Moritz. 

Arturo Toscanini for 
ment in Switzerland. 

Lucien Mandelik at 
muehle, Chechoslovakia. 

Lee Parry playing in Paul Abra- 
ham’s new film operetta. 

Anatol Litvak here from Paris, 
for first night of his picture. 

Eastman Kodak bought the came 
era factory, Nagel, at Stuttgart. 

Erich Pommer, Ernst Hugo Core 
rell and Gustav Ucicky in Paris. 

Billy Barton, American bandmas- 
ter, returns to Chicago in February, 

Henny Porten will play with Rot- 
ter brothers in ‘Madame Sans-Gene.’ 

Eugene Lyons, U. P. correspond- 
ent in Moscow, here for the holi- 
days. 

Tobis has taken over the former 
Lignose-Breusing studio at Linden- 
strasse. 

Stosch-Sarrasani, proprietor of 
Circus Sarrasani, will sell his en- 
terprise. 

Rudi Sieber, Marlene Dietrich’s 
husband, shopping on the Kurfuers- 
tendamm. 

Richard Strauss working on the 
instrumentation of his new opera, 
“Arabella.” 

Albert Bassermann plays Napo- 
leon in Alexander Moissi’s ‘The 
Great Prisoner.’ 

After an interval of years, Her- 
mann Haller plans to take over 
‘Berliner Theatre.’ 

Louis Verneuil has written a new 


arm treate 


Spinderse 


scene for Max Pallenberg in his 
play, “Nemobank.” 
Georges de Brun, 50, died of 


pneumonia. He was for many years 
director of the Scala, vaudeville, 

Thea von Harbou writing a man- 
uscript for D. L. S. (German Ex- 
hibitors’ Association) on birth con- 
trol. 

Some 30 girls from Oberammer- 
gau festivals plays have gone to 


England as servants, Need the 
money. 
Of 12,000 stage artists in Ger- 


many, 5,000 are without engagement 
and 3.000 have wages of not more 
than $37 a week, 


Riviera 





Bandit biz has folded. 

Claude Graham White is. 

Eisie Ferguson marrying 
guy soon. 

Record sunshine so far, but not 
enough shadow-throwers. 

Dagmar Godowsky is between 
seasons on her ‘Between Marriages.’ 

Gloria Swason’s heir wil! probably 
be born in Cannes’ swank clinique. 

Gould’s huge Majestic Hotel has 
11 guests, even with rates slashed to 
$2.80 top. 

Betty Compton says she’s more 
sick of hearing she’s sick than she 
is of any ailment. 

Any English actors 
abroad and being paid in 
had better specify ‘gold.’ 

Ed Hope (Coffey) is getting hot 
and bothered about the whereabouts 
of his show ‘Hot and Bothered.’ 

Prof. Walli Khan, who acted in 
Ingram's film, Oxford accent, degree 
and everything, is a Persian prince. 

Old ‘Big winners at Baccarat’ 
hooey going out on press wires 
again to help drooping Casino 
grosses, 

Clifford Harmon, backing Made- 
leine Keltie in another opera, failed 
to keep the ‘safety’ curtain from 
smacking her head. 

Fred Bacos, Bob Kane and Andre 
UNmann of Par were all in Nice for 
the Corniglion-Ingram suit. Bacos’s 
car had a and his wife 
hurt. 

New backers on Ingram’s ‘Raroud’* 
slave-driving him to a finish after 

ix months of bustling around, dur- 
ing which 12,000,000 francs of Kark- 


some 


working 
pounds 


smashup 











am’s money was used up. 
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Miami 


By Beachcomber 





Lido is still holding up for Frank 
Garlasco. 


Ted Isabel, for three years a life 
guard in Miami Beach, is dancing 
his way around the well known 
globe by competing in marathon 
dances, 

10ma the Irish tenor, 
presented a concert at the Scottish 
Rite temple, January 14. He sang 
in Havana, Tampa and St. Peters- 
burg also. 

The Roxy theatre, formerly the 
Paramount, has reopened in Miami. 
Charles F. Johnson, manager of the 
Flagler theatre, is manager. First 
run continuous programs. House 
seats 800. 

The Coral Gables Racing Asso- 
ciation, operator of Tropical Park, 
the Jai Alai fronton, Cove Inn and 
the Cinderella ballroom may have 
to cough up shekels because suits 
in the U. S. District court here, say 
they forgot to get permission to 
warble certain songs 

Meyer Davis’ orchestra is buzzing 
at the Hollywood Country club, 25 
miles up the ocean front, under the 
direction of Lewis White. Holly- 
wood C. C. has two masters of cere- 
mony, Al Garry and Fred Steger. 
The Carltons, Peggy Hanlon, 
Blanche Bow and Jan and Jaina 


Wilde are entertaining. Abe Bloom on a milk diet. 

Sally Rand, who does one of those Boris Karloff and frau here for 
dances at the Villa Venice floor | rest. : 
show, isn’t allowed to go in for sun Joan Napier, dancer, to Shanghai 
bathing. A photographer wanted to| for dates. 
get Sally in a bathing suit shot but Baron Hartsouth organing at 


was politely informed that Mr. 
Bouche wasn’t letting any such 
thing happen because it was neces- 
sary for Sally to keep the body very 
white for her daring dance. 

The big noise was the opening 
of Frank Ford’s Embassy club out 
on the Old Dixie highway. Open- 
ing night business was great with 
the floor show going over big. Rex 
Reynolds directs, with Chic Endor 
and Charlie Farrell featured. Col- 
leen Adams of ‘Band Wagon’ is on 
the program, King’s orchestra 
plays. If the business holds up, 
Frank will bring down more Broad- 
way stars. 

Eddie Whittstein and his boys 
from around Narragansett Pier way 
are doing the tooting for the 
swanky affairs at the exclusive af- 
fairs at the Miami Beach Surf club. 

Ozzie Nelson, who used to be an 
amateur boxer of note, and his or- 
chestra has landed the contract at 
the Indian Creek club in Miami 
Beach, snootiest of them all. It is 
built on an island and a drawbridg 
is kept raised until one of the elite 
comes along when a bowing flunky 
waves the bridge down. 

The Wometco chain of theatres 
continues to get lots of free pub- 
licity with the labor disputes of the 
organization also featured. Janu- 
ary 4, powder and firecrackers 
under a seat near the front of the 
Capitol theatre exploded. There 
was no panic. Eight persons re- 
ceived burns. 

A night or two later the rear door 
of the Tower theatre, another of the 
Wometco chain, was partly torn 
from its hinges by a gang before 
the watchman frightened them 
away by firing shots into the air. 
As a sequel to the first affair, 
Frank Mitchell was re-arrested in 
connection with the placing of foul- 
smelling chemicals in the Capitol 
theatre New Year’s Eve. Mitchell 
had been released on bond on the 

former charge but this was in- 
creased to $10,000 by Judge E. C. 
Collins, who was in the Capitol the- 
atre audience the night of the Janu- 
ary 4 explosion, 


Hartford 


By M. H. Hammer 











Allyn announces definitely ‘no 
vaudeville.’ 
Warm weather not helping the- 
atre business. 
George T. Cruzen, Publix D. M., 
visits with Walter Floyd. 
West Hartford coppers hold min- 
strel show to s. r. o. houses. 
Morris ‘Eppie’ Epstein, WDRC 
radio star, opens haberdashery. 
Mayor ‘Rankin presented with 
check for $2,832 raised at midnight 
benefit. 
Henry Needles, Warner district 
manager, sails for ten day trip to 
Havana. 
Sullivan and Dupree test out 
safety device for film breaks at 
the Liberty. 
Bert Prince, Warner-Lenox, wins 
attendance record prize and treats 
rest of the boys in contest. 
By some freak Hollywood Nite 
Club doing overflow business with 
minimum charge of $8 per couple. 
WTIC broadcasts drama _ each 
week and repeats the following day 
with a matinee. Asking listeners for 
reaction. 
Jarvis Lawler, advertising man- 
ager New Britain ‘Herald,’ goes to 
West Hartford ‘News’ in a similar 
capacity. 


F. X. Callahan while attending 


free show given to kiddies at Allyn 
Theatre is arrested for speeding by 
local cops. 
_ Slot machines make hasty exit 
with raids by local and state police. 

Sweetheart Nite Club makes 
initial bow in suburbs. 


are featuring the flour. 


house for a week stand of ‘Strange 
Interlude’ by distributing thousands 
of ducats which exchanged at box 
office will given a seat for half price. 
First time ever pulled in Hartford 
for a legit show. 


exec., are divorcing. 


bulletin boards and will cut width 
of column from 12144 ems to 12 ems. 
Willi thus save $40,000 a year. 
Warner Brothers’ employes in 
Hartford give Mayor Rankin $159, 
a percentage of thier salaries, as 
contribution to unemployment fund. 
Local operators, stage and musi- 
cians, will give local theatres some 
relief according to information. The 
story says the employes will volun- 
tarily take a cut. 

Haven’t seen Winchell Smith’s 
name in local newspapers in a long 
time. Must be away from his mill 
nearby, although local bread plants 
to fill 


Parsons’ Theatre hopes 





San Francisco 





Paramount, 


3elmont dog track closed, leaving 
sportiess city. 


Nils Asther commuting between 
Los and Frisco. 
Rita Lane, RKO soprano, parting 
from the tonsils. 


Herman Wobber back from busy 
tour for Paramount. 
The Lew Reynolds, recently KYA 


Hermie King in town waiting for 
an open F&M m.c, spot. 

Dean Jennings, ‘Call-Bulletin’ 
news star, back on beat. 
Donald Stevens, ‘Examiner’ 
ed, marries Sada Toschi. 

G. Donald Gray, of Seattle stock 
rep, now radioing for KYA. 

Dick Henderson bought a home in 
Oakland while RKOing here. 

Rufe Blair, Fox p.a., wearing a 
hat for first time in 10 years. 

Carl Nunan away from KPO in 
favor of own publicity office. 

Joe Flanagan new Fox exchange 
booker, switching from Pathe. 
Esther Ehrman, local girl, to wed 
Claude Lazard, N. Y. CBS exec. 
Sarah Kreindler, NBC violinist, 
engaged to Norman Baltor, sculptor. 
Claude LaBelle, ‘News’ drama ed, 
to hosp. for troublesome appendix. 
Juanita Hansen taking peep at 
Golden Gate before recrashing cel- 
luloids. 

Arnold Maguire and Tommy Mon- 
roe doing a new Roos Bros. program 
on NBC, 

Golden Gate brought back ‘Frank- 
enstein’ with an accompanying 
‘spook show.’ 

Sally Sweet, at the Warfield this 
week, changed from auburn to coal- 
black tresses. 

Herman Schnitzel (Clarence Col- 
man) back on air over KTAB after 
year’s absence. 

Travers Little Theatre moves ‘The 
Geisha’ to the Fulton, across the 
bay in Oakland. 

Charlie Koerner, of Hughes- 
Franklin, here from Texas with new 
and pretty wife. 

Billy Small, former conductor for 
rPantages in Los Angeles, new musi- 
eal director KYA, 

Carlton Young leaves NBC and 
Frisco in favor of Noo Yawk. Wife, 
Ann Chase, remains for present. 

Charlie Kurtzman and Edgar 
Waite, who were both at the Roxy, 
opening an ad and publicity agency. 

Rube Goldberg back to his home 
town to see his father. Rube has 
a native son following a mile long. 

Will King, theatrical restaurateur, 
keeping an iron in the show biz fire 
by doing a skit over KJB each Sun- 
day. 

Don Gilman, NBC v.-p., publicly 
states ‘anyone, even a rusty tin-can 
salesman,’ can get to see him in his 
office. 

Joe Carder back from The Wil- 
lows, Reno, where he warbled. The 
Willows being remodeled, reopening 
in six weeks. 

Gene Block, news ed ‘Call-Bul- 
letin,’ has four-piece orchestra con- 
sisting of self and three small sons. 
Lots of jobs offere4, but they’re still 
rehearsing. 

Walter Beban’s burlesque on the 
classics and old favs on NBC Spot- 
light Revue to be published in book 
form. Beban triples sax, director's 
stand and Underwood. 

Three years ago wife of Opie 
Warner, dean of police reporters on 
‘Examiner,’ entered radio as Hazel 
Warner, singing over KFRC. They 
were subsequently divorced. Last 
week they sneaked off to San Ber- 
nardino and were remarried. 

Members of the old, swanky Bo- 


tele 


are entertained when they land here, 


in which they have been headquar- 
tered for years. Structure to under- 
go complete remodeling. They plan 
to rent two floors in a hotel until 





Hartford ‘Times’ eliminates news 


hemian Club, where all the biggies 


are being forced out of the building 
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Hollywood 





Snow! 

Alice Gentle giving a concert at 
the Wilshire Ebell Feb. 19. 

Ann Watkins, N. Y. literary 
agent, here on her semi-annual visit. 
Tallulah Bankhead is officially 
known as ‘Taloo’ around the stu- 
dio. 

Tyrone Power, Jr., looking for 
chance to break into films. Has been 
legit. 

Perry Lieber becoming the most 
publicized press agent in Holly- 
wood. 

Sammy Plum with a novelty shop 


and a tan at del Tahquitz, Palm 
Springs. 
Ernie Nevers, former Stanford 


footballer, is ogling pictures for an 
acting try. 

Fanchon, returning from Europe, 
brought gifts to almost everyone in 
the F & M office. 

Mary. Wigman will have her dance 
concert at the Philharmonic Feb. 12 
under NBC auspices. 

Broadwayites squawking that the 
alleged sunny Calif. weather isn’t all 
it’s cracked up to be. 

Nita Martan and Ernst Klapholz 
have Murray Smith in the rumble 
seat of their eastbound car. 

Elynore Dolkart, who lived in 
Soviet Russia a year, being asked 
her impressions of Hollywood. 
Frederick Mauzens, French writer 
at Metro, will use his real name, 
Francis de Miollis, for picture work. 
The Sheehan - Wurtzel - Rocket - 
McIntyre bungalows on Fox’s West- 
ern avenue lot will be put on wheels 
and moved out to Movietone City. 
Ed. Churchill, off the Radio writ- 
ing staff, is turning one of his re- 
jected scripts into a novel and 
meanwhile freelancing in the mag 
field. 

Lee Marcus told an about-to-re- 
turning B’wayite ‘you'll be getting 
back just when all the good shows 
have closed on Broadway, and are 
opening out here.’ 

Joe Krumgold, Paramount’s for- 
eign p. a., leaves for New York this 
week for two weeks of conferences 
with home office execs on next 
year’s production list. 

The question of having a branch 
of municpal court in Hollywood is 
being brought up again, now by the 
newly organized Hollywood Bar As- 
sociation. A committee was named 
to work for it. 

Benjamin Glazer- Sharon Lynn 
marriage in Yuma, Ariz., had in the 
wedding party Dolores del Rio, 
Cedric Gibbons, Carmelita Geraghty, 
John Gilbert, Carey Wilson and 
Marshall Neilan. 

Bud Barsky, indie producer, is 
flashing a pass to Metro. Reason 
for his admittance to the studio is 
typewritten: ‘Owner of chimpan- 
zees.’ Barsky owns three monks be- 
ing used in ‘Tarzan.’ 

Universal will increase its adver- 
tising quota to include the fan mags. 
Dancing Davey Jamieson is quit- 
ting the real estate game and gets 
back in the theatre as a single at 
Warners’ Downtown Jan. 28. 

Idea of different colored paper to 
denote studio scripts in various 
stages of completion has spread to 
press copy. Warner Bros.-First 
National now mailing news stories 
to dailies with a blue block for WB 
pictures, red for FN, and green for 


Vitaphone. 


By Dick McGeorge 


Beer spots going 10e, 

Toledo Auto Show opens, 

Winter hasn't arrived yet. 

Nite club biz. at a standstill. 

Empire staging wrestling matches 
again, 

Ann Corio to be feature at the 
Empire. 

Mayor Thacher cut city 
about 25%. 

Empire theatre stops stock burley 
and goes Columbia. 

Milt Senior returns from Chicago. 
In at the Tabernilla, 

Jack O’Connell has put acts in at 
the Ohio and Avalon, nabes. 

Ray Allison, p. a. Paramount, 
celebrated his first year here. 

Johnny Rose, former prop., Show 
Boat, fined $250 on federal likker 
rap. 

Donald Woods, leading man with 
the Granada players, offered screen 
test by Warner Bros. 

Emerson Gill’s mother in Gibson- 
burg il! and her boy comes over 
every week to be with her. 

Bill Usilton, p. a. Rivoli, making 
Detroit his headquarters and com- 
ing down here once a week. 

Nabes who depend good deal on 
children showed ‘Frankenstein’ Sun- 
day and barred the youngsters. 

Ciggie tax in Ohio netted more 
than $1,000,000 in three months. 
Then they raised automobile license 
fees. 

Sidney Dannenberg transferred 
from manager, Par. Succeeded by 
Charles Perry, former district man- 
ager. 

WSPD offering correct time to 
t lephone subscribers who call a 








wages 





their gathering place is dolled up. 


number. When connection is com- 





pleted spieler gives an advertising 
spiel and then the time, 

Paramount runs ‘Jekyll and Hyde’ 
with a marionette stage show and 
takes slam from Allen Saunders, 
‘News Bee’ d. e. 

Harvey Snyder, bowling in news- 
paper man’s league, had to. run 
down the alley after his ball when 
his thumb became caught. 

Mitch Woodbury’s ‘hooked ball’ 
has given him an average of 169 in 
the Blade bowling tourney. Of the 
Variety readers in the _ tourney, 
Raiph Phelps stands second with 
167. 





Tacoma 


By Harry T. Smith 





Women 
time. 
Forty Tacoma cats entered in Se- 


in bread line for first 


attle me-ow show. 

Jim Egan, local western’ story 
auth, judges prizefights. 

Leggers held a clearance sale of 
their own New Year's eve. 


Recall election against three po- 
liticians big talk here now. 

Doug Kimberly, RKO manager, 
has sound proof office. One man 
booth. 

Savings and loan company’s 
offices packed Jan. 2 when dividends 
were paid. 

Coolest p.a. on coast lives near 
top of Mt. Tacoma all winter. Eight 
feet of snow. 

Local man kills wild bobcat and 
lynx with .22 revolver. Only got 
name in papers. 

Local detective furnishes poor 
family of seven home free after they 
are dispossessed. 

Big Pacific coast battle fleet will 
give the gobs a shore vacation in 
Tacoma this fall. 

Giving away silver and dresser- 
ware every Tuesday eve at Riviera 
film house to women, 

Bold robber kidnaps woman from 
largest Tacoma bank in broad day- 
light and robs her of $200. 

Carl Getz, Gotham columnist, 
writing to local ‘News Tribune’, 
largest daily, mentioned ‘Variety’ 
twice. 

Sec. and p. a. for the mayor got 
large window publicity in biggest 
department store during holidays. 
He plays a hot typewriter, too. 
Rhode Island Reds, Leghorns and 
other cocks of the walk strutted 
their stuff at 37th annual show. 
None of them crossed the road. 
Hortense Gilmore, .Seattle dan- 
seuse, got judgment for $25 against 
Slase Taylor’s flop stock. Taylor's 
defense she was to be paid percent. 
No gross, no percent. 


New Haven 


By H. M. Bone 








Outdoor sports N. G. this winter. 

The liquor-filled candy racket has 
hit town. 

‘Journal-Courier’ has added radio 
chatter dtpt. 

Billy Phelps is a glutton for mys- 
tery thrillers, 

Wonder if Jitney Players will re- 
turn this year? 

Tom Brown now the big shot at 
Roger Sherman, 

Who finally paid that Par. four- 
dollar taxi fare? 

Shubert legit about 50-50 between 
bookings and dark. 

Thanks to Cy Bartlett and Alice 
White for the frijoles. 

Anything for a laugh—Kearney 
Walton on ice skates. 

Roger Sherman doorman has all 
the comforts of home. 

Dan Cummings hasn’t had his 
name in print for ages. 

That rumor about burleycue com- 
ing to town was all wet. 

Thomas Felviso, local musician, 
n 7 library head of NBC. 

Cameo, West Haven nabe, four 
acts vaude one night weekly. 

Marguerite Parmelee of North 
Haven has composed a march. 

Harry Braun, concert violinist, 
cut his first teeth in this town. 

One wag says actors don’t want 
breadlines—all they ask is roles. 

Louis LaBine hopped back to old 
stand at Embassy in New Britain. 

Moose basketballers made fur fly 
in game with House of David boys. 

Looks like an ace for Fox-Poli 
with the Ruth Etting Feb. booking. 

Evangeline Booth tied up with 
Yale Glee Club in religious-musical 
fete. 

Julia Diane Jacobs had Albert 
Johnson in for a reading of ‘Green 
Pastures.’ 

Conn. M. P. T. O. forwarded 
resolution protesting suggested the- 
atre tax to Washington. 

Will Leap Year mean anything to 
guys like Nat Rubin, Freddy Smith, 
Cliff Joyce and Toni Russo? 

Arthur Troostwyck entrenched as 
‘Register’ music critic with Miles 
Kastendieck following suit on 
‘Courier.’ 

In local lecture Edna Ferber 
stated ‘Authors should be read and 
not seen nor heard’ then concluded 
with open floor discussion in which 
she aired personal likes and dis- 





likes. 








Minneapolis a 


W. A. Steffes back from ¢c 

Shawn Dancers here for aet > 
-_ night stand. bas 

farty Stone’s orch now 
Room, night club. “ Flame 

Horace Evans, Minneso 
tionist, a benedict. ® DrOdens 

St. Paul Shubert dramatie 
on co-op plan, blows. 

‘Green Pastures’ announce 
Met here week of April 4. Se 

Father of Bill McCreary, man; 
of Publix house at Hibbing, die 

Eph Rosen, formerly RKO field 
rep, joins local Columbia exchange 

Zack Luckens planning to operate 
summer resort again during off sea. 
son, 

S. S. Krueger, formerly at Sey. 
enth Street, becomes RKO Orpheum 
Pp. a. 

Don Alexander, Publix Publicity 
man, preparing to take the fatal 
step. 

Sam Grodnick re-engaged ag 
business agent by new stage hands’ 
union, 

Headquarters of A, S. Nathan, 
RKO division publicity head, moved 
to Omaha. 

Local theatrical folks went for 
sleigh ride, guests of Frank Elliott, 
indie exhib. 

Bud Bohnen, playing in ‘As Hus-« 
bands Go’ at Met, former Minnesota 
cheer leader. 

‘God of Vengeance’ offered by 
Portal Players, Little Theatre group, 
for three days. 

‘Buzz’ FPainbridge elected Shrine 
rep to national convention at San 
Francisco in July. 

Irish Players do fairly well at 
single matinee and evening at Min. 
nesota Auditorium, 

Wife of Nick Cullop, major 
league ball player, awarded divorce 
and $25 a week alimony. 

Grid fans not so keen for $3 tariff 
at dinner welcoming Bernie Bier- 
man, new Minnesota football coach, 

University of Minnesota '31 foot- 
ball receipts dropped nearly 14% 
from 1930, Totaled $210,008 last 
fall. 

J. J. Dietsch, head of Publix book- 
ing department, spent week here 


stock, 


with Nat Wolfe, local division 
booker. 
Guy Usher, Shubert character 


man, quits to join Orpheum stock 
in Kansas City. E.-.H. Fitzgibbons 
replaces. 

Mme, tachmaninoff here with 
famous husband, pianist-composer, 
Latter appeared as soloist with 
local symphony. 

Local sheets use front page story 
on assertion of Dr. LeRoy Arnold, 
college professor, that current New 
York plays are ‘rotten.’ 

Kathryn Gorman replaces Roget 
Simons as ‘Pioneer Press’ and ‘Dis- 
patch’ film critic. Latter goes to 
Sweden as U. P. correspondent. 

As press stunt for ‘Two Seconds? 
Victory Jory, of Bainbridge stock, 
and several other cast members 
spent night in city jail ‘to get local 
atmosphere.’ 

Milwaukee railroad announced 
Marie Prevost passing through city 
and had newspaper people and fans 
at station. She proved to be Marie 
Provost of Seattle, non-pro, 


Syracuse 


By Chester B. Bahn 





Cameo theatre robbed of $300. 

Zona Gale's latest play, ‘Faint 
Perfume,’ had its first presentation 
at Syracuse. 

Foster theatre, Fulton, has been 
purchased by Mr. and Mrs, Arthut 
T. Stratton of Syracuse. 

Frank Sardino, formerly operating 
the Syracuse, is reported dickering 
for the Harvard, dark for weeks. 

De Mille’s ‘King of Kings’ is slat- 
ed for Grace Church, Utica, Jan. 21, 
and Plymouth Church following 
night. 

Colonial, Utica, may join the Co- 
lumbia burlesque circuit March 1, 
but for the present continues 
vaudefilm., 

Onondaga County Grand Jury rec- 
ommended that Syracuse police in- 
vertigate sale of salacious comie 
magazines. 


end records at Loew’s State, but 
forced the house to give four shows 
Monday, unprecedented. 

Funeral services held at Prospect 
for Nellie Thurston Squire who 4s 
Nellie Thurston was a famed pro- 
fessional balloonist 60 years ago. 

Future of the Dewitt, formerly the 
Empire, here is again dubious. 
Thus, for the time, Syracuse's hopes 
for the return of legit are dashed. 

‘Frankenstein,’ after doing phe- 
nomenal business in its first week at 
the Fox-Eckel, took nose dive at 
start of the second, and pulled in 
favor of ‘Sob Sister.’ 

Charles <A. Ritchie, Jr., whose 
death occurred Jan. 14 at the home 
of his parents in Wilmington, Del. 
was a member of the original Frank 
Wilcox company at the Wieting 
here. 

Police, answering an early morn* 
ing riot call to the Greyhound Bus 
Terminal, found that a night club 
dancer, giving her name as Mary L. 
Taylor, en route from Detroit te 
New York, had kicked a Syracuse 
fellow passenger under the chin. 
Dancer released when victim de- 
clined to press charge. 





‘Emma’ not only shattered weeK- . 
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Pittsburgh — Cleveland 
By Hal Cohen By Glenn C. Pullen 
Dick Powell even has his valet, q¢ a8 A ii yy a EE netideet tebe 1k SS poate. 
Show Boat, Joe Hiller’s nite spot, tie: Sheldon, crooner, deserting 


ver the week-end, 
folly Starr admits to more than 
passing interest in Jimmy Hall. 

John McNulty succeeding Karl 
Krug as ‘Press’ dramatic editor. 

Bert Stearn gave the Mrs. a new 
Pierce roadster for her birthday. 

Gene Gaudette has deserted the 
William Penn Hotel for the Fort 
tae 
"gine Austin around for a few 
days and on the air as Don Bestor’s 
sey Starr, local gal from stage 
and screen, doing a personal at 
Stanley. : aa nie 

Tom Bodkin, native son, in town 
as company manager of ‘Smiling 

h.’ 
There's said to be some sort of 
a feud on between two of the town’s 
eds. 
gor one like a battle of stage 
‘names’ between the Penn and Stan- 
ley shortly. ' : 

‘Lois Miller Penn's new solo or- 
ganist, with Dick Leibert sticking in 
Jersey City. 

Charlie Danver has his gray, dou- 
ble-breasted m. c. vest up for sale, 
and no takers. 

Claire Madjette 
and brooch the Queen 
Jands once gave her. 

Joe Penner jumped from Stanley 
to Steubenville and then back to 
town for the Enright. 

Vilma and Buddy Ebsen leaving 
the Benny Davis act shortly to go 
into a Broadway show. 

All of ‘Sun-Tele’s’ by-line boys 
doing regular broadcasts over news- 
paper’s station, WCAE. 

‘Press’ now sponsoring WB’s reg- 
ular half-hour broadeast over 
KDKA every Monday nite. 

Ed Rook at the William Penn will 
supply newshounds with typewrit- 
ers at any hour of the night. 

Al Boasberg blew in and out of 
town and left behind enough free 
gags for a dozen monologists. 

Joe Shuman, new city editor, 
‘Post-Gazette,’ Ray Sprigle taking 
a political post with the county. 

Judge Stadtfeld, recently appoint- 
ed to State’s Superior Court bench, 
an uncle of Irving Pichel, the actor. 

Neville Fleeson evened up mat- 
ters here last week with a musical 
comedy star who snubbed him years 
ago. 

Dick Meyers and Eddie Heyman 
had to come to Pittsburgh to learn 
that Oscar Levant had been mar- 
ried. 

Harry and Jane Thurston Harris 
to coast for Harris-Williams wed- 
ding and will stay there for couple 
of months. 

Sarah Floyd, Carnegie Tech 
drama grad, assistant stage man- 
ager of ‘Mourning Becomes Elec- 
tra’ at Nixon. 

Johnny Harris’ bachelor dinner 
Grew more than 100 guests last 
week. Boys had a special phone 
wire from the banquet hall to bride’s 
home, with the conversation of the 
principals carried to guests through 
loud speakers. 


Galveston 


' By George A. Seel 


Bruce Olds and band replace 
Wesley Barry at the Grotto. 

More grief for local theatre men. 
Harley Sadler opens tent stock 
show, with Lent just around the 
corner. 

Laredo, on Mex border, plans 
Mexican-American beauty pageant 
in connection annual Washington 
birthday celebration there. 

Maude Adams and Otis Skinner 
in ‘Merchant of Venice,’ two nights 
at Houston, drew big both locally 
and from surrounding territory. 

Mary Etta Kleberg, daughter of 
new congressman from Corpus 
Christi, ‘appointed duchess of Texas’ 

y governor for Mardi Gras ball 
here. 

Sam McQueen's rendition of 
‘Chicken Reel’ won him top place 
in old fiddlers’ contest at Austin, 
spoisored by Texas Fiddlers’ Asso- 
Ciation, 

Janina Smolinska Grabowski, 
ancer, who socked her husband at 
0s Angeles and who claims-to have 
een ‘Miss Poland’ in Galveston 
beauty pageant not known here. 
There never was a Polish entry in 
Island pageant. 


has a bracelet 
of Nether- 











Canton, 0. 


By Rex McConnell 

ance biz picking up. 

New administration says lid to 
80 on tight. 
inet, carber reports band to go 

0 Chicago for revamping. 

Ho 9-0p stock at Grand Opera 

Ouse doing poorly after several 

IS weeks, 
fo un tor-Jessel unit show, booked 
ved auditorium by Ralph Smith, out 
dare oratily, but promised another 

ate next month. 

(Maude Adams-Otis Skinner in ‘The 
te erchant of Venice’ to be Youngs- 
af t2.0 first road show in months, 

‘eon Park Feb. 17. 
done” Kyser, out of Bamboo Gar- 

ns, Cleveland spot, after several 


weeks, stops off in Canton to appear 
at New Land o’ Dance Set, now at 
Hotel Gibson, Cincinnati. 

Jack O’Brien, manager, East Mar- 
ket Gardens, Akron’s largest down- 
town dance place, has roped arena 
which segregates the more fancy 
dancers from the less ambitious. 

Charles E. Ahrens, new Akron 
‘Times Press’ theatre commenter, 
succeeding Evan Williams, Jr., who 
conducted column several years and 
who will do features for same sheet. 





Queens 


By Henry Willson 
Ed. Kenny’s famous drug store is 
sold. 
Double features 
here. 
Dorthea Chard 
in St. Louis. 


don’t go over 


has joined stock 


Another cordial shop raided in 
Kew Gardens. 

R. N. Machray McKie now with 
Hayden-Stone. 

Cam Shipp will not take that 
Washington job. 

Gene Fowler has swell person- 
ality. Unusual for an author. 


Homer 
board 
Shop. 

Kemp and Henrietta Starrett, il- 
lustrators, have moved to Norwalk, 
Conn, 

Eleanor Powers now doing hair 
modeling instead of acting. Only 
temporary, 

New owners of Forest Hills the- 
atre have retained John H. Heinz 
as manager. 

Monroe Owsley has returned from 
Hollywood and is stopping at St. 
Moritz hotel. 

E. A. Mason, Queen’s crack bridge 
teacher, taught ‘Buddy’ Rogers to 
play contract. 

Janice Kraushaar, last in ‘Jack 
and the Beanstalk,’ soloist at St. 
Lukes church in Forest Hills. 

Millard Briggs now has four or- 
chestras and a vaude act. No more 
dancing school in Forest Hills. 

Ping pong tournaments have 
started at West Side Tennis Club. 
Also backgammon _ contests are 
under way. 

A new map of Forest Hills just 
finished by E,. Hinrichs which has 
pictures illustrating various pro- 
fessions of well-known local people. 


Croy put on 
of Author’s League Bundle 


Milwaukee 


By Frank J. Miller 








Ted Fio-Rito and orchestra back 
at Schroeder. 

Wisconsin Players’ annual revels 
held in Playhouse. ‘ 

Lou Nahin re-elected president 
Milwaukee ball club. 

Sixteen ice rinks in operation for 
the first time this year. 

Marcya Balsley of ‘Sentinel’ staff 
now Mrs. Robert E. Hill. 

Mount Mary College sponsors 
Joyce Kilmer Players’ visit. 

Jack Dempsey will appear here 
under Tom Andrews’ auspices 
Feb. 8. 

German stock dropped at Pabst, 
but German talkers substituted are 
ringing the bell. 

Granada suffered $100 loss when 
night callers using lobby fire axe 
smashed theatre safe combination. 

Avalon using four vaude acts 
Sundays. Emil Derezinski, many 
years at Palace-Orpheum, leading 
orchestra. 

Six-day bike race a wow at Audi- 
torium with town all het up has 
caused a 1933 date to be booked. 
First event of kind in town for 
many years, 





Rochester 





‘Dr. Jekyll’ holds over at Century. 

U. of R. Glee Club to make Chi- 
cago trip. 

Harold Raives tries double fea- 
tures at Regent. 

Book gift nights at the Capitol 
first in a major downtown house. 

Family theatre, formerly Cook’s 
opera house, celebrating 40th birth- 
day. 

Last three shows at the Lyceum 
packed ’em, but too long intervals 
between attractions, 

Alexander Carr and Arthur V. 
Ross here as leads in ‘Cloaks and 
Suits’ with Auditorium stock. 

tiviera theatre benefitting from 
new $3,000,000 bridge across the 
Genesee. Opens entire new section 
of city. 

Auto Show price cut to 35 cents. 

Monroe trying ‘family nights’ with 
Better Films Council endorsing 
flickers shown. 

Frank Whitbeck, new RKO pub- 
licity supervisor, got his 
slinging paste at 12 bucks per for 
ithe old National theatre 25 years 
| azo. 
| Investigating $20,000 blaze 
destroyed the S5-year-old Ward 
| one ra house in Brockport. Owned 





by former Mayor Lewis Gordon and 
used infrequently. 





that | 





| 


| 
| 





Montgomery, Ala. 


By Tom Hall 


3asketball away to good start. 

Lee Noa back from New York. 

Reports say Jimmie Pepper will 
wed, 

Lasses White to direct 
minstrels. 

Jack Murphy admits married life 
is the best. 

First legit show at Grand in more 
than a year. 

Jerry Walker, Strand staff, sports 
new glasses. 

Tommie Stevenson m. 


ec. at the 


| Strand, vaude, 


Last charity football game of sea- 
son—positively. 

Otis Skinner praised Little thea- 
tre players here. 

Evelyn Crum, Par cashier, says 
no wedding bells. 

Milton Newsome, 
rested for speeding. 

Another wrestling 


Par staff, ar- 


show staged, 


amateur 








| 


} 
i 


| 


but fails to draw well. 
Traffic cops don white raincoats | 
and caps when it rains. 


Bolivar Hyde, now manager of 


| Sparkes theatres in Lakeland, Fla, 


advisory 





start 


Young girl seriously hurt while 
skating on street. Police prohibit 
skating. 

Everybody talking politics, and it 
looks like Alabama’s choice will be 
Roosevelt. 

Lilliard Farris, busine#s agent for 
local union, calls special meeting 
for members. 

Jack Murphy, asst. Par. mer., sur- 
prised by taking unto himself ‘the 
little woman.’ 

Richard Kennedy, Par megr., gave 
a Christmas banquet to Wilby- 
Publix employees. 





Denver 


Cc. J. Feldman in South Dakota. 

E. H. Strickland in New Mexico. 

Sixteen murders in 1931, one more 
than 1930. 

Foster Shell has resigned as Den- 
ver treasurer. 

Robert Ryan, salesman, formerly 
U, now Columbia. 

Edith Grothe moved from RKO 
office to Columbia exchange. 

J. S. Hommell back from trip to 
Nebraska and South Dakota. 

Twenty-five thousand motorists 
get ‘clear record’ cards for 1931. 

The following out-of-town exhibs 
were on the row: Sid Wisebaum, 
Idaho Springs, Colo.; C. W. Kelley, 
Greeley, Colo., and E. K, Menagh, 
Fort Lupton, Colo. 

Geo. H. Brown, Chicago, of the 
construction dept., RKO, is here 
speeding things along on the new 
Orpheum. Will open last of this 
month or first of next. 


Oklahoma City 


By George Noble 
Rents going down. 
Weather good, theatre biz poor. 
Art LeMan seen in Tulsa. 





Miss Pipkin can now _ speak 
French. 
Hold ups and bank robberies 
plentiful. 


The wine brick business being In- 
vestigated. 

James Landen is the new mer. at 
Old Mill, Dallas, 

The Palace at Overton, 
destroyed by fire. 

Talk of Bob Hutchinson bringing 
RKO vaudeville back to the War- 
ner. 

Tom Johnson, formerly with Pub- 
lix, Oklahoma City, is new manager 
of the Main Street, Tulsa, Okla. 

William Collins is rebuilding his 
theatre at Elvins, Mo., recently de- 
stroyed by fire. Cost around $10,- 
000. 

Park D. Agnew, M-G-M booker, 
now in Oklahoma City, having com- 


Texas, 


pleted work at Kansas City ex- 


change. 

Two road show attractions at 
Shrine Auditorium ‘The Apple 
Cart’ and Maude Adams in ‘The 
Merchant of Venice’ Jan. 18, fol- 
lowed by Fannie Brice 29. 

Ralph Talbot Theatres, Tulsa 


changes: J. C. Hunter appointed 
general manager of the Ritz, Rialto, 
Akdar, Orpheum and Majestic. Tom 
Herrick, formerly musical director, 
appointed publicity director, and 
succeeded by Jack Caldwell. 


Washington 


sell out in 





Steve Cochran has a 
‘Electra.’ 

Belle Bennett 
Press Club. 

Andy Kelley starts a crooners’ 
controversy column, 

Stoddard Taylor closes the Be- 
lasco for two weeks, dark. 

Nelson Bell spreads a column in- 

rview with Clyde Cook, 

Peter Dixon, radio writer, in for 
a day, visiting Martin Codell. 

Leneta Lane, down from Para- 


entertains at ths 





mount’s L. I. studio, to visit her 
mother, 

Johnny Perkins visits Congress | 
and meets a lot of old friends. 

Harry Shaw back to Waterloo, | 
Ia., after starting “Broadcasting,” | 
new radio maz. | 

Strictland Gilligan, humorist, es- | 
tablishes a feature air, | 


on the 
‘Whimsical Observations.’ 

Campbell Casad gets great send- | 
off from dramatic critics, advance | 
publicity for ‘Smiling Through.’ | 

Charlotte Walker to revive ‘Trail 
of the Lonesome Pine,’ with a num- 
ber of the original cast. Due at the] 
Auditorium in March. 


: Seattle | 


By Dave Trepp } 

Statistics show 10,000 gallons al- | 
cohol consumed monthly in Seattle. | 

Miller-Powers Players close at 
Moore, now dark after fair Beason. | 

Frank Anderson, KOL announcer, 
has both hands in bandage due to | 
burns, but voice oke, | 

Jim Clemmer says okay to report | 
from south that Betty Compson will 
head F. & M. stage unit. 

Beacon theatre, Vancouver, B. C., 
due to lack of capital, has closed. 
Had been taking vaude booked out 
of here, 

Seattle auto show, Feb. 29-March 
5, may get special F. & M. show as 
entertainment feature. Pix star 
name also, 


Football at the University of 
Washington failed to break even 
last season with mediocre team. 


Coach staff cost $40,000. 

Capt. Sir Hubert Wilkins, explor- 
er, here getting dope on building of 
new plane by Boeing and may want 
to span the Pacific, Seattle to Aus- 
tralia, 

Bob Bender to Juneau, Alas. to 
become manager Alaska ‘Daily Em- 
pire,’ where his father-in-law, Edi- 
tor Troy, has cleaned up fortune 
and now retires. 

Frank Edwards, former Seattle 
showman and twice elected mayor 
of the city, back in the race for the 


i knows some 





city job, on platform of business 
and independence. 

toy Oxman and Ned Nelson, U 
studes, giving cabaret dances twice 
monthly at new Meany hotel, in U 
district. Max Piller music. Profesh 
floor shoty. All for buck and half. 





‘lea Island 


By Joe Wagner 


Mary Nascher was born in Niles, 
Ohio, 

Flo Mayo likes her home town, 
Jamaica, 

Plandome Players 
cessfully. 

William Gaxton plays golf in 
Plandome. 

Flushing ‘Journal’ just celebrated 
its 90th anniversary. 

National, open at Fresh Meadow, 
has all Flushing agog. 

Clare Tree Major’s troupe doing 
nicely on North Shore. 

Taft in Flushing, only open two 
weeks, had its safe looted. 

Public beaches at Rockaways to 
open early, probably in April. 

Joe Williams, sports oracle of the 
‘World-Telly,’ must like Flushing. 

Cam Shipp, former editor of For- 
est Hills ‘Post,’ is ghosting detective 
yarns. 

James J. Corbett likes to tell 
Bayside groups how he beat John 
L. Sullivan. 

Dr. Philip B. Hawk again named 
as head of West Side Tennis Club 
in Forest Hills, 

Jim McWilliams and Joe Green- 
idge of ‘Star’ got the whole thing 
out of Earl Sande, 

The Kemp Starretts have left 
Forest Hills and joined the artists’ 
colony in Norwalk, Conn. 

Mrs. Alice Schiffer Diamond, wid- 
ow of ‘Legs,’ is rehearsing her act 
at her sister's house in Maspeth. 


opened suc- 








Portland, Me. 


By Hal Cram 


More like April than mid- 
winter. 

Bill Evarts at Playhouse in ‘It’s 
a Boy.’ 

Harley Boucher, former Empire 


manager, selling insurance, 

Portland automobile dealers stag- 
ing 20th annual auto show. 

Said to be costing Publix much 
money to keep Empire theatre dark. 

Mae Edwards Players at Jeffer- 
son, using vaudeville between acts. 

Carrie Stevens retired as ‘Tele- 
gram’s’ society editor, after about 
30 years. 

James E. Barlow, Portland's city 
manager, may get same job for New 
Rochelle, N. Ze 

Marietta, acrobatic dancer, heads 
vaud bill at Auto Show. Reane’s 
Pennsylvanians furnishing music. 





Portland, Me., publishing com- 
pany gives employees 
wage cut. 
ing question. 


Globe reopens with sepia revues 


and pics. 


Eddie Fisher's band moves into 
Luccioni's, 

State musicians carry lunch to 
work daily. 

Knox Strachan, Heith manager, 
on ailing list. 

Lou Herget looking for assistant 
manager's berth. 

Liv Lanning claims he gave Rudy 
| Vallee his first job. 

Tommy Canton, after siege in 
hospital, back on job. 

Ponies now being given away by 
nahibs as a last resort. 


Bill Haworth getting book of his 
sketches published Feb. 1. 

Frank Nealen plays sax at Showe 
boat and pulls teeth, too. 

WHK gets rights to broadcast In- 


| dian’s home baseball games. 


Wille’s Music Box rumored to un- 
dergo change of management. 

Livingston Lanning of Palace now 
lodge handshakes. 

Billy Banks, nitery singer, 
covered for ether by Isham Jones. 

John Fitzgerald running for 
of business manager of stage hi: 
union. 

Virginia George taking trip to 
Chicago during Hanna’s three dark 
weeks, 

Zita Johann of “Tomorrow and 
Tomorrow’ going to Hollywood for 
Universal. 

Al Gregg nominated 
tender at Cantor-Jessel 
atre party. 

Banquet thrown for cricks and 
execs by Warners for ‘Union Depot’ 
showing. 

Ruth Sheehan, Hipp’s. cashier, 
sealed to Bob Fried but kept it se- 
cret a week. 

Toni Silvestre, cabaret man, pre- 
sented with baby girl by singing 
wife, Janise, 

Helen Kane told reporters here 
she’s retiring next season to make 
a home and raise kids. 

Sam Bradley had to direct new 
play in Detroit stock while mother 
was taken to local hospital. 

sob Stephan of ‘Peedee’ and Wer- 
ner Janssen, authors of chune which 
Paul Whiteman has accepted. 

Cornelia Skinner recital at Sev- 

erance Hall March 18 being under- 


dis- 


job 


79 
nas 


best bar- 
after-the- 


| written by town’s blue bloods. 


Norman Siegel, ‘Press’ radio crick, 
still refuses to believe razz letter 
signed Walter Winchell was a hoax, 

Rival theatre owners burning be- 
cause Stan Zucker and Leonard 
Labowitz made heavy dough with 
Cantor-Jessel show here. 

James Carrier new manager of 
Warner's Uptown, replacing Pat 
Pendy, shifted to Lake. John Man- 
uel of Lake transferred to San- 
dusky. 

Phenomena, astrologer, admitted 
he doesn’t know all about women 
by filing divorce suit here against 
Mrs. Hattie L, Reed, on grounds of 


Westchester 


By Al Crawford 





Larchmont ‘Plaindealer,’ indie 
weekly, folds. 

Fake Feds annoying up county 
speak owners. 

Colonial Tavern, Yonkers road 


house, damaged $4,500 by fire. 
Yonkers ‘Statesman’ in new $500,- 
000 home. Prexy Hoover sent con- 


grats. 
New Mt. Vernon sanitary law 
puts rigid restrictions on gypsy 


bands. 

Rumored New York Central so 
hard up conductors will be required 
to pay fare. 

Dennis F. O’Brien re-elected di- 
ector of First National Bank and 
Trust Co., Yonkers. 

Benefit for unemployed members 
of Westchester LA.T.S.B. in County 
Center, White Plains, Feb. 2. 

Bulk of estate, valued ‘in excess 
of $25,000’ left to widow in will of 
R. Bigelow Lockwood, adv. exec. 


Yonkers, : 
Emerson Burke, New Rochelle, 
elected president of Westchester 


Drama Association comprising 
about 30 Little Theatre groups. 

Col. James M. Patterson, New 
York ‘Daily News,’ spending $500,- 
000 on development of 100-acre tract 
he purchased from Villard estate at 
Dobbs Ferry. 

For the first time in history of 
city, police were called to check 
crowd at theatre clamoring for ad- 
mittance. ‘Frankenstein,’ Proctor’s 
RKO, Yonkers, 

James Owen, 64, for 10 years 
publicity director for the West- 
chester County Park Commission, 
died of septic poison In the Dobbs 
Ferry hospital Jan. 11. 

City Judge Boote, Yonkers, or- 
ders police to issue summonses to 
both the petter and the petted in 
attempt to free streets of parked 
cars. Before the gals escaped, 

Harry M. Warner, whose home Is 
in Mt. Vernon sued in White Plains 
Court for $7,500 by tachael §. 





15 and 10% | Dampman, New York realty broker 
Compositors still debat- | 


who claims amount for sale of 


property in California. 
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Montreal 


Harry Hertz back in town. 

J. Leopoldi putting on weight. 

Winter sports ads and trips out. 

Spring here; snow gone; golfers 
out. 

Princess going double feature end 
of month. 

Clarry Foran pays $120 fine and 
apologizes. 


Edgar March convalescing from 
pneumonia, 

Helen Wehrle ends year with 
Chez Maurice. 

Abie Vineberg survives second 
mastoid operation, 

Legit house dark for a month 


from Saturday (16). : 

Karl Dane opened at Loew’s with 
new act Sunday (17). 

Turan Aziz, first Turk in captiv- 
ity, much interviewed. 

Harold Chambers off to Bermuda 
with Boston press men. 

Ralph St. Germain wallops hockey 


fan while team applaud. had everyone up at B&K 


Amusement Tax in Quebec Prov- 
ince going up to 15% from 10%. 

Howard Conover running all 
French at Imperial and making it. 

Norm Finigan figuring on New 
York trip with Black Watch (Feb. 


2). 

Montreal Orchestra plays last 
concert Sunday (17) unless $13,000 
collected. 


Peter Dawson Snowshoe Mara- 
thon dated for Jan. 21, but where's 
the snow? 

Rumor strong around this burg 
that matinee prices to be jacked up 
to get fans into evening shows. Just 
now, grosses showing declines de- 
spite heavy attendances. 

Ernie Lemay, of Springfield, 
Mass., picks Montreal to sleep in. 
Registered. here Sunday (9) and 
has been asleep ever since to Fri- 
day (15) with no signs of waking. 


Kansas City 


By Will R. Hughes 





Auto show Feb. 13-20. 

One of the downtown churches is 
offerjng an all-you-can-eat meals, 
seven for a dollar. 

James Aloysius Maloney or Jim- 
mie Joy and his band are furnish- 
ing music for Muehlebach steppers. 

Louis W. Shouse, manager Con- 
vention Hall, and Mrs. Shouse 
shaken up when car skidded and 
hit tree. 

Woodward Stock sent complimen- 
tary tickets to school teachers to 
see ‘Tonight or Never.’ Some of the 
teachers reported it immoral. 

Robbers took a sack containing 
$125 from a Plaza theatre messen- 
ger on the way to a bank but over- 


looked $3,000 carried by young 
woman cashier. 

Captain Hugh T. Mayberry, 
United States Army, has_ been 


granted a divorce here from Renee 
Mecredy, Hollywood and London 
actress. Desertion. 

Missouri has 36 votes in the next 
Democratic national convention, 
which will mean something after 
the delegates have given compli- 
mentary votes to James A. Reed. 

Business done by ‘Vanities’ has 
interested other road show man- 
agers. Said ‘Grand Hotel,’ Ethel 
Barrymore in the ‘School _ for 
Scandal,’ ‘Green Pastures,’ ‘Mourn- 
ing Becomes Electra,’ ‘Three’s a 
Crowd’ and Al Jolson’s ‘Wonder 
Bar’ are talking dates. 











Abe Lastfogel in and out of town 
in 24 hours. 

Joe Sullivan in, around and out, 
just like that. 


Jolson thinking about Florida, 
golf and fishing. 
Walter Batcheller saying hello 


and back to N. Y. 


Gus Mulcahy around town as- 


sembling a new act. 


Jules Serkowich, brother of Ben, 
commuting from Peoria. 
Bert Gordon around with a more 


pronounced dialect than ever. 


Shirley Brenner’s appendix op. 
agog. 

Florence Pine, Bill’s niece, leav- 
ing her B&K desk for California. 

Harry Singer just wound up an 
8,000-mile inspection tour for F&M. 

Mark Lachman in for a couple of 
days to strew the path for Chev- 
alier. 

Roy Rogers with only one of his 
two nine-carat diamonds blew into 
town. 

Bobby Brown, WBBM, only local 
producer who doesn't try to sling an 
Oxford accent. 

Louie Epstein to Scranton, his 
home town, to attend the funeral 
of his mother. 

Marvin Schenck, Louis K. Sidney 


and Sam Lyons made up an unusual 


visiting party here. 

Moe Silver and Joe Bernhard 
Warner eastern chiefs here for a 
confab with Jimmy Coston. 

There’s a guy in the locai tele- 
phone directory with the name of 
Nertz. First label, Herman. 

Bernie Sobel, in town for the 
‘Follies,’ courted the literary editors 
as much as the dramatic set. 

Jane Carpenter is the town’s radio 
queen. Picked for the set-makers’ 
LOth annual show at the Coliseum. 

Ralph Kettering had his roll lifted 
while slumbering in a Detroit hotel 
room. First time he'd been taken 
that way. 

RKO vaude agents and bookers 
have received their new season 
passes to the theatres, and are 
steaming. Passes are good only for 
the vaude spots, being without 
value at the straight picture houses. 





Newark 


By C. R. Austir. 





‘Trankenstein’ broke the record 
for opening day at the Stanley, Jer- 
sey City. 

June Carr out of Proctor’s bill 
due to a sprained ankle suffered at 
the opening. 

On being informed that ‘a real 
gentleman’ was managing Loew’s 
State a rush was made there to see 
the new man. It was only Bill Phil- 
lips. 

Police asked Miss Winser, New- 
ark librarian to judge the magazines 
and she reported four as improper. 
Police ordered wholesalers to stop 
selling these. 

Sidney Franklin of the Little in- 
terested In ‘The China Cup’ by 
Betty Blount to be presented by 
Max Figman. Stuart I. Whitmarsh 


now working with James Cruze on 


Miss Blount’s historical ‘Birth of 
Texas.’ Whitmarsh also in on 
‘China Cup.’ 


St. Louis 


Chrystal Herne here as guest star 
with Orpheum stock. 

Radio Station KMOX moves into 
new $250,000 studios. 

Maurice Chevalier starting whirl- 
wind tour here with two perform- 
ances, 

Strike of taxi drivers off tem- 
porarily while wage differences are 
arbitrated. 

RKO St. Louis Theatre now in 
Chicago division. No change in 
management, 

Paul Whiteman’s band, here for 
vaude engagement, play for charity 
thrift ball, big. 

El Brendel and Sophie Tucker 
among in-persun entertainers at 
film houses, featured above pictures. 

‘Private Lives’ just can’t go over 
here. Recently played a bust at 
American and now same company 
in stock house at $1 top is doing 
nothing to rave about, 

Loew’s State adopts slogan, ‘The- 
atre of the Stars,’ since getting 
MGM pictures for first-run away 
from Fox. Lat in a tough spot 
with only Fox , -oduct. 

Sari Maritza, European movie 
star, heréfor couple of days en 
route to Hollywood. Paramount 
representatives entertained her and 
the film critics at a luncheon. 

C. of C. suggests city buy The 
Arena, auditorium seating 20,000, 
instead of spending $6,000,000 for 
construction of Municipal audi- 
torium. Officials say there is no 
legal way to do it. 











tie 


By Henry Retonda 


John Garry, manager Leland, is in 
New York on business. 

‘Frankenstein’ broke all records at 
the Strand, held over at the Ritz. 

Cc. H. Buckley, independent owner, 
back at his desk after several days 
illness. 

Warner exchange discontinued of- 
fice of checker and Milton Smith 
dropped. 

Paul Tremaine and orchestra re- 
placed Doc Peyton at the New Ken- 
more Saturday. 

Albany exhibitors forming an or- 
ganization; are awaiting a charter 
from the state association. 

Two houses in the last week gave 
midnight previews—the Hall with 
‘Emma’ and the Strand ‘Union De- 
pot.’ 

A complete program of Italian 
subjects was given at the State for 
the benefit of the Italian Welfare 
society. 

Skouras Bros., who took over 
many upstate houses from Fox, try- 
ing to get into Albany by taking one 
of the independent theatres. 

Oliver Stacy, former manager of 
the Empire, now the State, when 
that house ran burlesque, now man- 
ager of the Ambassador, night club. 





Dallas 


By Rudy Donat 


Midnight shows still drawing. 
Mel Snyder back to Adolphus. 


Ruth Laird’s studio to new loca- 
tion, 


No shifts in the P-P staff this 
week, 
Jimmy Landers getting reac 


quainted. 

Bob Poole spieling for radio ad- 
vertising. 

Joe Shure and Curt Beck eat at 
same table. 

Bush Temple, music landmark, to 
be restored. 

Joe Wolf, coast, 
brother, Al. 

Hal Ramsay still town’s lone the- 
atre organist. 


conferring with 


by Wally Walthall. 

Fred McFadden doubling as p. a.- 
p. s. for Paul Short. 

Don Douglas blossoming out with 
his annual exhibs’ almanac. 

John Friedl 


and Len Brown not 
traveling salesmen. Just travel. 
More Shakespeare from Adams- 


Skinner combo, muny auditorium. 


Billy Rose’s ‘Crazy Quilt’ ads 
shocked the natives. So did his $3 
top. 


Another charity floppo. This time 
musicians, headlined by muny sym- 
phony. 

Employees at U branch tickled 
over the 26th jub—and that extra 
week’s salary. 

Seth Parker cancelling muny 
date, McCormack shifting his from 
Feb. 5 to 11. Tough on concert 
agents. 

Charlie Maxvill tried 
for his Pink Kitty, 
eats minus couvert. 
soakum s0-so. 


Al Trent 
besides noon 
Regular $1.50 


M-G crowd gave a party, dittoed | 


——==_ 
Connecticut 


Danbury musicians 
Tomanio president, 
Harry LeValley new m 
Garde, New London. 
Robbers get $1,900 fro 
a New London. 
- Mortimer Rundle ag: 
Danbury Fair Kesstlation heads 
Le ede Orange Played role in 
own play ‘Cortez’ at E 
bury. mpsSne, Dk, 
Middlesex, 
$200 reward 
bomb tossers. 
Harry Olsen new manager : 
Warner, Torrington, Paul ree 
being shifted to Palace. 
Chickie Wells, burlesqu i 
pal, divorced from aan mer 
publicity man, at Waterbury, ’ 
Majorie Moffett, actress, and 
Harold I. Spein, both of New York 
City to be married at Greenwich 
Sam Balow, former burlesque 
comedian, producing country store 
oe at Garden theatre, Water. 
bury. 


anager a 


mM safe of 


Middletown. 


Offering 
for arrest ~ 


of phew 


Portland, Ore. 





Civic Theatre, 
back again in production. 

Joe Tenner'’s band left Ham- 
rick’s Music Box. House goes back 
to straight sound. 

Ted ‘RKO’ Gamble is now Theo- 
dore Gamble, Sr. Mrs. Gamble pre- 
sented him with son and heir. 


local legit group, 


the Heilig. 
shows. 

Peggy West, femme lead with 
Dufwin stock, united in matrimony 
with Raymond Ferguson, non-pro, 
The bridegroom came by plane from 
Rutherford, N. J. 

Agnes IK. Himes making another 
one-reeler of Oregon history. This 
has to do with historic Champoeg. 
Last film made of the series got 
some b. o. results. 


House plans more road 
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BENN W. LEVY’S LATEST COMEDY 
SUCCESS with this great cast: 

ARTHUR BYRON, BASIL RATHBONE, 
ROBERT LORAINE, MARY NASH, 
DIANA WYNYARD, CECILIA LOFTUS, 
ERNEST THESIGER, ERNEST COSSART 
SELWYN THEA., W, 42d St. Evs. 8:40, $1 te $3. 

Mats. Thurs. and Sat., 2:40, $1 te $2.50. 


MAX GORDON presents ae 


THE CAT and 
THE FIDDLE 


By JEROME KERN & OTTO HARBACH 
“Broadway has not heard  ilovelier 
music in its life."’"—@abriel, American. 
GLOBE Thea., B’way, 46th St. Evs. 8:30. 
Good Bale. Seats at Box Office, $1-$3.50. 
Mats. Wed. and Sat. at 2:30. 


GILBERT MILLER presents 


HELEN HAYES 


in MOLNAR’S New Comedy 


THE GOOD FAIRY 


“Is one of the few triple-starred, tm- 
mediately recommendable entertainments 
in town.”—Gilbert Gabriel, American. 
HENRY MILLER’S Thea,, 124 W. 43d St. 
Evgs. 8:50. Mats. Thurs. and Sat., 2:40. 
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Swimming pool.. 


Largest 





Who Lives at \ 
The Park Central? 


MONG guests at The Park Central 


the screen, musical comedy, vaudeville 
and drama, select it because of its quiet 
serenity, excellent service and proximity 
to all theatres and railroads terminals. 


Radio outlets....Electric refrigeration... 
salons and roof patios for private functions.... 


equally unusual and desirable. 


in New York 


PHONE CIRCLE 7-8000 


56 St. at 7th Ave., New York ~~ ay 


H. A. LANZNER, General Manager _ 


in every 
Stars of 


inent leaders 
an endeavor. 


. Period 


..Golf....and other features 


Single Rooms 
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LESLIE HOWARD 
in PHILIP BARRY’S New Comedy 


THE ANIMAL KINGDOM 


“The season's most gratifying adven- 
ture.’’—Percy Hammond, Herald Tribune. 
Staged by Gilbert Miller 


BBOADHURST Thea., 44th St. W. of B’y. 
Evgs. 8:40. Matinees Wed. and Sat., 2:30. 


EARL CARROLL 
VANITIES 


with WILL WILLIAM MITCHELL 
MAHONEY DEMAREST & DURANT 
Company of 200—60 Glittering Scenes 
75 of The World’s Most Beautiful Girls 
Nights, Entire Orchestra, $3 Entire 50c UP 
At Unusual Prices, Balcony, 
WED. and SAT. MATINEES 50c to $2 
EARL CARROL THEA., 7 Av. & 50 St. 


LESLIE BANKS in 


SPRINGTIME FOR HENRY 


Benn W. Levy's smart farce 








“It is a spontaneous antic—tremen- 
_ dously funny.”—Atkinson, Times. 
with Helen Ni Frieda 


gel 
CHANDLER BRUCE INESCORT 


BIJOU Th., 45th, W. of B’way, La. 4-0734 
Evss., 8:50. Mats. Wed. & Sat., 2:40 


REAL COMEDY HIT! 


A Church Mouse 


with BERT LYTELL, RUTH GORDON 


PLAYHOUSE 4%. E. of Bway 


Evenings at 8:45 
Matinees Wed. and Sat., 2:40 


O > Y SEVENTH AVENUB 


AT 50th STREET 


JAMES DUNN 


| in person and on the screen in “DANCE 
TEAM” with Sally Eilers 
On the Stage...8 Sensational Headliners 
FRED WARING and Koxy Theatre 
Syaco-Symphonic Orchestra—Doors Open 
1a 














THE DEVIL PASSES, 





Broadway aad 


MAYFAIR 33:7, 


SETH 
PARKER 


and his 





Jonesport Neighbors in 


| “WAY BACK HOME” 





B’way & 47th St. 
Mats. Daily 2:20 


PALACE 


Premier Vaudeville in Revue 
BEATRICE LILLIE ‘ 
GEORGE OLSEN and MUSIC 

FIFI 


AL SIEGEL & 


MILTON BERLE 


and THE MILLS BROTHERS 













ol st ST. Continuous Shows 


Wed. to Friday, Jan. 20 te 22 


“THE TIP OFF” 


EDDIE QUILLAN 
ROBERT AKMSTRONG 
GINGER ROGERS 









Bet. Lex. and 3d Ave. 
Continuous Shows 


S6thsT¥. 


Wed. to Friday, Jan. 2@ te 22 


“THE TIP OFF” 


EDDIE QUILLAN—ROBT. ARMSTRONG 


6—RKO ACTS—6 
BLANCHE CALLOWAY & Co. of 
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3RD WEEK 
GRETA RAMON 


sway Garbo and Novarro 


in “MATA HARI” 


ss en ragga eg 
Nv 


















LOEW $ swaveass. 
TAlkeee 
BIG HOUSE 


SYLVIA SID NEY—Vaudeville 
Jean HARLOW in Person © 


G. famous radie faverite 








and ethers 





elect Prank ¥ 


Allard J 


Yushny’s Russian ‘Blue Bird’ re- } 
vue did okay biz for two days at ¥ 
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Friday—“THE CHAMP” with BEERY—COOPER © 
puitee 
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. best corner and she used her tried 
and true method of attack, while 


-pretending to be a cute little girl. 


‘young intensity into the job. 


‘embittered 
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By Ruth Morris 








ewes Chatter 


Invitations to Satire 

If Beatrice Lillie is eager to 
gather new satires on singing la- 
dies, she need look no farther than 
her own bill at the Palace. This 
week’s program is replete with rich 
gubject matter that should appeal 
to the Lillie sense of humor, occu- 
pied at present with old material. 
Palace audiences are so delighted 
with Miss Lillie’s new version of a 
torch singer they wish she’d hunt 
up more new types to ridicule 
with sly, subtle mockery. 

Being booked on the same bill 
with Fifi D’Orsay is a golden op- 
portunity that Miss Lillie shouldn't 
miss. Mlle. D’Orsay believes im- 
plicitly in the ooh-la-la, so-veree- 
Franch style. Self-assured vivacity 
achieves a complete burlesque that 
would fit beautifully into the Lillie 
repertoire. 

Being so gay and unrestrained, 
Mile. D’Orsay couldn’t be expected 
to forego an orchid corsage that 
gets up a terrific row with her well 
fitted gown of burnt orange satin. 
A fur wrap, not satisfied with 
ermine richness, must complicate its 
line with capelet and flare sleeves 
and be accompanied by a jaunty 
fur beret bobbing with ermine 
tails. 

Lillian Shade offers satirical sug- 
gestions on the hot ballad singer 
whose grief is expressed with a 
dimpling smile and whose taste 
runs to over-decorated gowns and 
combinations of orange and rose- 
pink lace thickly clustered with 
rhinestones, But there satrical re- 
search ceases, for Miss Shade, a 
full-voiced blues singer, is blessed 
with routines arranged and bril- 
liantly accompanied by Al Siegel. 

Study of the Dresden shepherd- 
esses who carol through ‘A Porce- 
lain Romance’ could enrich Miss 
Lillie’s account of a placidly cul- 
tured concert singer. 


Picture Stealers’ Handicap 

Miriam Hopkins and Wynne Gib- 
son, two girls in the habit of steal- 
ing pictures from other people, get 
together in ‘Two Kinds of Women’ 
for the championship. Miss Gibson 
wins, but Miss Hopkins shouldn’t 
feel too bad. Miss Gibson had the 


Miss Hopkins was handicapped by 
a brand new offensive for which she 
couldn't get properly warmed up. 

{In ‘Two Kinds of Women’ Miss 
Gibson goes on being the bad kind; 
Miss Hopkins, poor thing, has to be 
the good kind, and it isn’t fair. No 
g00d woman in pictures has been 
half so interesting as the ‘other 
kind’ since Mary Pickford stopped 


Miss Hopkins can be a knockout as 
& trollop, she puts such alluring 
Here, 
however, she’s conventional and re- 


&pectable. Her part offers her no 
Opportunity for development. She 
gets no exciting things to do. Her 


clothes are those of a pampered 
young thing, her coiffure still un- 
tamed, her sex appeal modified from 
that of a young panther to that of 
&n oldish little kitten. 

Miss Gibbon continues with her 
distrust of people, her 
flip disillusionment, her too sleek 
clothes and uninhibited ways. One 
of her dearer friends is Josephine 
Dunn, beautifully blonde and beauti- 
tully, thoroughly, silently and be- 
Comingly jingled from dawn to 
‘dawn, 


Ooo! Wiggles at Roxy 

What a change has come over the 
ladies at the Roxy! Once upon a 
time they were the best behaved 
girls in town. Now their own 
mothers Wouldn't know them. 

When the Cathedral decided to 
abandon ecclesiastical flavor, the 

oxyettes suddenly dicovered they 
had hips for tossing. toxy audi- 
ences, the most conventional in 
town, shook their heads and won- 
dered what tradition would be shat- 
tered next, 

This week the ballet corps is cast 
&s Polynesian dancers, and try to 
®Pproximate the South Sea wriggle 
that has been ne glected by ballet 
training, 

The finale gives them a chance 
to redeem themselves. Augmented 
by the Roxyettes, they pattern the 
—— with fresh white tulle glisten- 
od With a delicate tracery of rhine- 
eg In and out, they weave a 

ely dance display. The contrast- 

® receptions that greet two dis- 





dear to the hearts of dancing la- 
dies. A black velvet, approving of 
simple drapery and a polite, flat- 
tering neckline, indicates that the 
acclaim of night-club patrons has 
brought a few tasteful style hints 
to a striving young dancer. And 
finally, a cloth of gold tea gown 
suggests that the heroine hasn’t 





tinctive types of dancing must 


surely indicate to the entrepreneurs | 


what style of entertainment Roxy 
audiences like best, 

It seems Reri’s fate to be sub- 
merged by sourrounding entertain- 
ment, 
climaxed by the more dramatic and 
sinister performance of an expert 
Albertina Rasch troupe. At the 
Roxy, she unavailingly tries to cap- 
ture the audience attention that is 
concentrated on a group of surf- 
board riders who frolic in the back- 
ground. 





Atmospheric Frocks 

There may be more imposing cos- 
tumes than those worn by Sally 
Eilers in ‘Dance Team’ but no 
dresses could be more descriptive of 
a small-time hoofer who tangoes up 
the ladder of Broadway success. 
They accomplish the purpose of all 
g00d costuming—help to establish 
mood and character. 
shoes and shabby frocks that do 
their best to be neat and attractive 
are accurate accessories of un- 
realized Broadway aspirations. 
Sleeveless dresses of the two-for- 
$15 variety belong in a dingy hall 
bedroom where meals are cooked 
over a sterno and served on a the- 
atrical trunk. <A dark polo coat, 
buttoned high at the throat, trans- 
mits the chill of the cheerless route 
that lies between agents’ offices. 

The grand dress for the break- 
in date at a chop suey palace re- 
members that sequined chiffon and 
a wrap of glittering paillettes are 


Her Ziegfeld debut was anti- | 


Short-vamp | 


risen as far above theatrical splen- 
dor as she pretends, and that no 


jdress in her swell wardrobe is as 


| highly 


| quined 
|wrap o 


prized as a discarded se- 
chiffon accompanied by a 
glittering paillettes. 
Rural Theme Passe 


| The sample of rural life displayed 
jin ‘Way Back Home’ will bring 
}about no great exodus from metro- 
| politan centers. City gals are much 
| too satisfied with their own routines 
to long for taffy pulls, barn dances 
and like diversions of Jonesport, 
Maine. Sitting around of an eve- 
ning and contributing part harmony 
to ‘Auld Lang Syne’ is not a fan- 
ette’s idea of a particularly hot 
time—nor is it her first choice of 
subject matter when she goes movie 
shopping. 

The ladies of ‘Way Back Home’ 
contribute -characterizations that 
are old standbys of homespun play- 
wrighting, each one written with a 
rubber stamp. Effie Palmer's self- 
effacing sweetness is the familiar 
expression of a buxom matron 
whose greatest ambition is to be 
‘neighborly.’ Mrs, Phillips Lord’s 
brisk manner and comedy costumes 
classify her as a village gossip with 
a special flair for listening in on 
party-line phone calls. 


Dorothy Peterson registers re- 
pentance in degrees that prove the 
injustice of her rakish nickname, 
‘Runaway Rosy,’ and Bette Davis 
is the sweet, innocuous heroine 
whose taste runs to kitchen aprons 
and ruffled organdies. 








Going 


By Cecelia Ager 


Places 





Jean Harlow’s Looks Enough 


The orchestra swings into ‘Sweet 
and Lovely,’ the audience suddenly 
stills, the State’s best black velvet 
curtains part, and out steps Jean 
Harlow, arrestingly, incredibly glor- 
ious. 

Her long legged, ripe young figure 
insistent of attention under its 
beautifully cut white gown, her 
platinum blondeness gleaming un- 
der the spotlight, prettily she de- 
cries the fact that in her next pic- 
ture, alas, she plays a bad woman 
again. 

Miss Harlow coniides to the house 
that when, at the director’s behest 
she ‘makes it sexy, makes it rough, 
makes it tough,’ that’s acting, 
merely acting. Meanwhile she 
slinks langourously across the stage, 
her clinging dress adhering devoted- 
ly to her perfect contour, its wisely 
arranged circular folds following tae 
lilting movement of her hips. 
Benignly admitting her own loveli- 
ness, she thanks the audience with 
utter humility, in accents proud but 
slightly nasal. 
her ‘R’s’ turned into 
her vowels do for her. 

Her stage presence is assured, 
she tarries only long enough to let 
the audience look at her, not long 
enough to permit them to find out 
whether she can do anything. 

Two satin pyjama clad ladies with 
the Five Elgins juggle hats and 
dumbbells before her appearance; 
Anita, Whiteside and Brower do 
their ladylike dancing afterward, 
but Miss Harlow is the gal the boys 
and girls came to see, 


‘ah’s’ but 





Glorified Home 
‘Home Sweet Home’ the current 
Paramount stage show, maintains 
that whereever you live, you should 
be happy, ‘cause it’s—home. Then 
it opens in Greenwich Village. The 
Dave Gould girls live there as peas- 
ant-blouse-wearing, tap dancing 
home-makers, and the Dave Gould 
boys drop in as striped shirt flaunt- 
ing, ice delivering home-breakers. 
Hiome to the Boswell Sisters is a 
glorified Colonial drawing room. Be- 
ginning with slow ballads, they 
gradually increase their tempo till 
they finish breathless from rhythm 
numbers. Audience appreciation 
creases apace. The Boswell Sisters’ 
straightforward delivery, their lack 
of affectation, their excellent hotcha 
arrangements all attributes of 
the fast vanishing species home girl. 
Gracie Allen may be considered 
a metropolitan example of a home 
girl. She dresses sweetly in white 
chiffon with a demure bow neckline 
and full embroidered sleeves. 


Par. 


are 


Her ‘A’s’ are broad, | 


in- | 


Her | 


clear voice announces her simple 
little thoughts with earnest con- 
viction, 

Naturally home to Bing Crosby is 
a penthouse. The Dave Gould girls 
decorate its terrace in coral and 
green velveteen blouses with white 
lace and satin skirts. Lowe, Ber- 
noff and Wensley think adagio trios 
are a funny, pompous lot; the au- 
dience heartily agrees. The girl in 
the act a little thing with crimped 
hair, a pink dress, white stockings, 
and long white lace gloves, is mer- 
ciless in her mimicry of graceful 
adagio ladies. She’s a penthouse 
home girl. 


Nan Halperin’s Sartorical Splash 

Nan Halperin gives those ladies 
at the Eighty-Sixth something to 
long for when she appears in her 
citron chiffon velvet dress. It’s a 
color they’ve never seen in velvet, 
the simple bias cut of its molded 
lines would work wonders reducing 
the heft of their comfortable fig- 
ures, and the three-quarter length 
matching wrap that she cuddles into 
at the end, with its white ermine 
cape collar shaded with black, con- 
vinces them that it’s only a wo- 
man's duty to surround herself with 
all the luxury she can muster. 

Miss Halperin can always be re- 
lied upon to wear clothes the ladies 
are going to remember, but never 
has she covered herself with quite 
so much glory as the radiant color 
and exquisite chic this costume 
gives her, Her first frock, a bouf- 
fant affair of pale blue metallic 
lame adorned with sprays of taffeta 
blossoms, is fresh and dainty, but 
it hasn't the dramatic flair of her 
citron velvet triumph. 

The Stanley Twins, Loretta and 
Lorraine in case the house is in- 
quisitive, look best in their novel 
opening, when they pose as iden- 
| tical wax figures in a shop window. 
| Then they wear black velvet jack- 
over full white soufle dresses 
| Later excess trimming clutters up 
| their costumes, It would be a good 
|idea for them to part their hair on 





ets 





the side. 

| Joan Blondell Miscast 

Fans have grown very fond of 
Joan Blondell in the past year. 
She knows her way around, yet 
| She's a likeable kid; she’s wise, but 
,it hasn't made her hard. There are 
|prettier girls on the screen, ac- 
[tresses who can do more with 


| clothes, but nobody can touch Miss 
| Blondell in getting sympathy for a 
| dame who’s a little bit smarter 
than a girl’s supposed to be. Audi- 
ences enjoy this trait in Miss Blon- 


Versatility Impedes Screen Girls, 
Type Player Best B. 0., Says Nancy 


— 





Versatility, considered the great- 
est asset of an entertainer, is a 
hindrance to women of the screen. 
Actresses whose names mean most 


at the boxoffice are, in the opinion 


of Nancy Carroll, those who have 
adhered to one type of part and 
established clearly defined person- 


alities with the picture public. 

‘Picture fans like to classify their 
favorites in type roles,’ explained 
the film ingenue, dissatisfied with 
parts that have travelled through 
drama, sophisticated comedy, light 
farce and musical entertainment. 
‘They want to know what to expect 
when they support the product of a 
particular star and are disappointed 
by vagarious characterizations.’ 

Miss Carroll supports her theory 
with an enumeration of boxoffice 
stars, each one representing a par- 
ticular type of heroine. The fan 
mind sees Ruth Chatterton as the 
gallant, persecuted lady. Norma 
Shearer represents the declasse 
sophisticate, Greta Garbo, the glam- 
orous individualist. Audiences re- 
sent a Janet Gaynor cast as any- 
thing but a wistful Cinderella. They 
pre-suppose Constance Bennett to 
be a rags-to-riches shop girl; Joan 
Crawford as the exponent of the 
fearless younger generation; Ann 
Harding as the refined younger 
matron of the problem play. 

Identification 

‘The mention of any one of the 
above names connotes personalities 
that sway the box office because 
they have been allowed to estab- 
lish themselves over a series of sim- 
ilar pictures. Publicity on their 
former pictures is still getting re- 
sults on present releases, They have 
not been shifted from one type of 
part to the other and are box office 
magnets, every one.’ 

Miss Carroll bewails the studio 
attitude that will not permit an ac- 
tress to select the parts for which 
she is suited. She feels that she is 
best adapted to simple, charm 
stories, like ‘Peg o’ My Heart’ which 
Paramount, owning the film rights, 
recently sold to Cosmopolitan for 
Marion Davies. 

‘Ll beggeu them to let me do that 
picture’ she continued, because it is 
rich with the personality I want to 
establish as my own. But studios 
don’t welcome suggestions or inter- 
ference. Actresses aren’t supposed 
tu have opinions, aren’t expected to 
analyze box-office status. Stories 
that are bought up too quickly have 
to be distributed among the acting 
personnel. You take what you get 
and try to like it.’ 

Always Conferring 
Miss Carroll attributes the pres- 





dell, and they expect her to be 
herself, 

Such being the case,. the mystic 
decisions of picture casting sudden- 
ly start fomenting in ‘Union Depot’ 
and Miss Blondell is assigned the 
role of a sweet young innocent. 

A good trouper, Miss Blondell 
acquits herself agreeably enough in 
this kind of part. She's introduced 
sitting in the railroad station look- 
ing most forlorn. She confides to 
the hero, who's on the make, that 
she’s destitute, she needs railroad 
fare. As soon as it develops that 
she’s telling the truth, audience in- 
terest begins to wane. 

The other girls who flash through 
the story get the rough treatment 
that recent Warner Brothers pic- 
tures have been «.ccording women, 
but the one girl who can give back 
more than she takes remains a milk 
and water seraph straight through. 

German Jekyll-Hyde Version 

‘Der Andere’ (Europa) presents a 
German version of the dual per- 
sonality theme. Though it differs 
from ‘Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde’ in 
motivation and treatment, it agrees 
with the American picture that the 
first thing a man does when his 
evil self is in power is to get himself 





' 
yon 





a girl of the slums, 

Kaethe von Nagy, in the role of 
a Berlin maid of easy virtue, sub- 
mits to far more manhandling than 
was Miriam Hopkins’ lot. German 
films excel in realism; they refuse 
to prettify unpleasantness, so Miss 
Nagy lives in squalor, her 
clothes ure tawdry, her characteri- 
zation grimly divested of all fem- 
inine fastidiousness. She’s utterly 
indifferent to everything. Despair 
has conquered her completely 


Young, attractive too, she plays her'| 


part with Teutonic thoroughness. 
She asks no sympathy, therefore the 
audience gives her plenty. 


ent slump in picture grosses to the 
neglect of studio heads, so concerne 
ed over their jobs and economy 
slashes, that they ignore their own 
product. 


‘All the excutives are in confere 
ence these days,’ she explained, but 
they’re not conferring over stories 
—they’re concentrating on studio 


politics. They're so worried over 
their jobs that they ignore the prod- 
uct on which they should all be 
working to earn their salaries. 
Thousands of dollars were spent on 
‘Wayward’ before it went into pro- 
duction, charged off to authors who 
had been engaged, then forgotten, 
by the studio. Waking up to the 
realization that the film had been 
sold and would have to be made 
immediately, rehearsals were rushed 
through in four days, a minimum 
of attention being given to story 
angles, treatment and costuming. If 
I were to cite all the examples of 
studio negligence, I'd be accused of 
trying to alibi the film. I'm not. I 
think it will be good—but I'm not 
saying that it couldn't have been 
better.’ 

Select stories that fit the actors 
who carry them; establish the per 
sonalities of stars; put production 
o* a sane, unfrenzied basis uncoMe 
plicated by studio politics: is the 
Carroll creed for bringing grosses 
back to nice, fat figures. 


CONCERTS 


By Sallie 








Dance Recital 
Capacity house at the Cort greete 
ed Harald Kreutzberg, modernistid 
dancer, who came to this country 


three seasons ago with Yvonne 
Georgi as a partner. Contrasting 
with previous performances hig 


artistry and technique remain the 
same, 

As a soloist Kreutzberg is capae 
ble, but the four assisting girls ar@ 
superfluous. 

A Russian number stood out and 
a waltz and Habanera (solos), 
were effective. Each dance was 
dressed in exotic fashion. 





Thomas in Voice 

John Charles Thomas was iff 
good voice at Town Hall. Program 
consisted of a group of operatic 
arias and wound up with cowboy 
ballads and ‘Old Man River.’ 

Thomas’ voice continues of wide 
range, expression and quality. He 
is appearing with the Philadelphia 
Opera Company this season. 


Pons as Lucia 

‘Lucia,’ with Lily Pons, attracted 
a larger audience than at her first 
performance in this opera. The mad 
scene, which covers the third act, 
left her audience breathless after 
the singing of the big aria which 
brings out her flute-like tones. She 
struck high ‘G’ and everyone 
gasped. Other principle parts were 
sung by Mme. Egener, Messrs. Jagel, 
de Luca, Tedesco, Paltrinneri. Miss 
Pons in the second act wears a 
close-fitting, flowing, black velvet 
long train, cut square neck, with 
blond wig and in this outfit she is 
stunning. Bellozza again conducted, 





Philharmonic Novelty 

The musical public, always seek- 
ing novelties, had a rgal one handed 
them by the Piuilharmonic Sym- 
phony. Branéd Walter, who is now 
condugeér of the Gewandhaus ore 
Gatstra of Leipsic as well as of the 
opera in Covent Garden, London, is 
guest conductor this week, and his 
skillful rendering of Haydn's ‘Cone 
certo Grosso No. 6’ and Brahm’sg 
‘Second Symphony’ proved Walter 
to be a master of orchestration. 


Tibbett at Met 

Lawrence Tibbett’s return to the 
Met. in his first performance of the 
season, ‘La Traviata’ found him in 
glorious voice. Mme. Bori sang the 
role of ‘Violetta,’ also her first pere- 
formance in this opera, and received 
a warm tribute, Both these artists 
are splendidly equipped, and their 
casting in this tuneful opera leaveg 
nothing to be desired. Tullio Sera- 
fin conducted. 


With Dancing, Maybe? 








| 


Mme. Albertina tasch in her 
apartment at the Majestic had «@ 
jolly party for Mr. Petro, pianist, 
following his recital Monday even- 
ing at Carneg'- 
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15 YEARS AGO 


(From ‘Variety’ and ‘Clipper’) 





N. V. A. voted to admit lay mem- 
bers of its organization, and threw 
open its new clubrooms for inspec- 
tion. 





Managers were looking for some 
means to reduce the number of 
agents. Thought it might be pos- 
sible to put the best of them under 
regular salary and throw out the 
rest. 





Am, Soc. of Composers were 
jubilant over a Supreme Court de- 
cision that hotels, cabarets and res- 
taurants must pay royalty on per- 
formances of copyrighted music. 
This disproved the contention that 
royalty could be collected only from 
such places charging admission at 
the door. 





Detroit authorities asked ‘Va- 
riety’ to notify show folk that no 
licenses would be issued for enter- 
tainments between Aug. 31-Sept. 9 
as it would hurt, the state fair. 





Theatrical Treasurers’ club was 
throwing a party to get rid of some 
of its $23,000 surplus, figured to be 
more than it needed. Free to mem- 


bers and $3 to guests. 





Scenario brokers for photoplay 
writers were urging a royalty basis 
instead of flat payment. Still at it. 

‘Clipper’ declared that owing to 
rising costs of song publishing it 
was imperative that payment to 
performers be discontinued. 





‘Clipper’ wondered if the retire- 
ment of Vic Smith, brother of A, E., 
from Vitagraph, presaged a general 
cleaning out of the old staff. It did. 


50 YEARS AGO 


(From ‘Clipper’) 








‘Mary Smiled the Clouds Away’ 
Was a new song. Regarded as a 
nifty title. 





In London Gilbert and Sullivan 
were preparing to follow ‘Patience’ 
with a yet unnamed operetta, It 
was ‘Iolanthe’. 





Barnum imported eight giraffes 
from Europe but three of them died 
on the voyage. Stated that he was 
in negotiation for 12 more of them. 





Oscar Wilde was here for a lec- 
ture tour under D’Oyly Carte. Was 
being entertained by the notables. 
Capitalized on ‘Patience’, which was 
still the rage. 





‘Squatter Sovereignty’ was set- 
tling down for a run, over the hitch- 
es of a first night which included 
a half hour intermission between 
two of the acts, du-> to a heavy set. 





John Stetson, who had been oper- 
ating Booth’s theatre at a rental 
of $28,000 a year was upped $4,000 
for the following season, and not 
likely to take it. 





Cross, the famous animal man of 
Liverpool, was making much of his 
acquisition of a mandril, or ‘blue- 
faced gorilla’, A rarity in those 
days. 





Tillie Anton took space to adver- 
tise her divorce from Nicolo Nor- 
ton, adding ‘I trust this will serve 
to shut the mouths of all those 
people who have been keeping book 
on us the past seven years’. 





Circuses were advertising for 
talent. The U. S. Circus asked for 
duplicate reglies, one to N. Y. and 
the other to ‘eso. 


( 


— Broadway's Breadline 


If Broadway and metropolitan show business wants to escape from the 
nightly horror of the Times Square breadline, with all its presence im- 
plies as a damper on the theatre’s struggle against depression, the remedy 
is in the hands of Broadway and show business 








The country at large attends the theatre zone when in the city to for- 
get its problems and harassments, only to have its gloomiest manifesta- 
tion thrown in their faces, and all to exploit the New York ‘American's’ 
Christmas Fund, 





Broadway takes no issue with charity in this interest, but it does ob- 
ject to the Hearst organization picking the Times Square spotlight to 
advertise its humanitarian ballyhoo to the detriment of the theatre sec- 
tion’s interests. 





Any other spot in New York would serve all the breadline’s charitable 
ends, but Times Square alone gives it the ballyhoo its sponsors appear 
to desire above all other considerations. Certainly the coffee and cake 
beneficiaries would prefer to have the truck parked in some more dis- 
creet spot. There is no joy in the honest white collar needy having to 
take the hand-out under the curious gaze of Broadway, 





Show business can remedy the situation by bringing pressure upon the 
Hearst organization to establish its charity elsewhere. The playhouse 
and its players are the actual providers of the breadline, which is sup- 
ported very largely by benefits for which players and theatre 
donate their services and their properties, 


owners 





Actors and managers can and should take the position that they will 
not co-operate in future Hearst benefits unless the breadline is set up 
elsewhere, 





By such action show business would not lay itself open to a charge 
that it is interfering with a public benefit. Indeed, the very location of 
the line in the most public spot in the greater city is distasteful to all. 





Last year the Hearst truck was stationed at 43d street and Broadway. 
Now it is at 47th street and Seventh avenue, directly opposite the Palace. 
Certainly the presence of the crowd of hapless victims does that theatre 
no good. Neither does it help any other theatre in the entertainment zone. 
The legitimate theatres are clustered within a few blocks of the corner 
picked by the Hearst people for their good will exploitation and their 
patrons have to pass the spot on their way to and from the theatres they 
have resorted to to forget bad times. 





The legitimate field has its own organization which could appropriately 
take up the matter with the Hearst people. This is the Theatre League, 
which could make the position of all show business plain as to the selfish 
situation. Besides which there is the Broadway association and the Hays 
office for the picture men, 





The theatre risks nothing of being misunderstood. The profession has 
acted with generosity and courage in the national emergency, both in 
taking care of its own and in giving its means and its services to the 
larger field of public want. It can and should properly take a determined 
position in correcting this special abuse. 





Broadway is no place for a breadline from the view of the public, from 
the view of the beneficiaries, or for any other interest except Hearst's. 
Charity by candle power is always ulterior, 





Get the breadline off Broadway. 


Inside Stuft—Legit 


When ‘The Barretts of Wimpole Street’ goes on tour from the Empire 
after four more weeks (Feb. 13) it will remove Broadway’s run leader. 
Show has been averaging a profit of $7,000 weekly. ‘Barretts’ will have 
completed an engagement of 48 weeks, despite its lay-off of six weeks 
early in the fall. Fact that business came back strongly after resump- 
tion indicated it would remain through the season. It appears that 
Katherine Cornell, who stars in and has an ownership interest in ‘Bar- 
retts’, wants to play another show next season, which is her reason for 
making the principal road keys this spring. 

The impending sale of the Empire theatre will have no effect on its 
management, House is under lease to the Frohman company (owned by 
Paramount) until 1943. Sale is being ordered at the instance of the 
heirs of Minnie Hayman who wish to settle the estate. House is assessed 
at $990,000 which is about 90% of its full value. That the Empire will 
bring that figure is doubtful at this time because of the reality slump. 











Morgan Farley, original lead in ‘Fata Morgana’ when produced in New 
York several years ago, takes the part back for road showing of the 
current revival, which closed at the Masque Saturday (16). Douglas 
Montgomery, who handled the part in New York, left the cast because 
figuring if he can’t play on Broadway he'd rather go back to Hollywood 
and pictures. 

‘Morgana’ starts its road tour in Chicago at the Harris Jan. 25, auspices 
Dramatists’ Guild. Jimmie Cooper is producer. 





Izetta Jewell Miller, one-time Belasco star and nationally known in 
women’s political circles, was recently appointed commissioner of wel- 
fare in Schenectady, N. Y. Two years ago she ran for Congress on the 
Democratic ticket in a strongly Republican: district and came within an 
ace of defeating the veteran incumbent of the office. Mrs. Miller was a 
candidate for Assembly last fall. 

The former actress is considered one of the best women campaigners 
in the country. 





‘Green Pastures,’ at the Illinois, Chicago, will wind up there to a con- 
secutive run of 22 weeks while paying a nebulous musicians’ crew $583 
a week throughout that time. 

Musicians’ union code provides for the pay-or-play agreement in legit 
houses, whether or not the musicians are used. In the case of ‘Pastures’ 


the musicians were never even seen around the house except on pay-off 
day, Saturday. 





An ad in the amusement sections of the Boston Sunday papers at- 
tracted attention in show circles. It was headed ‘Wanted—An ‘Angel’.’ 
Copy states that a trio experienced in the theatre believe they have a 
success but lack the coin to produce it. It also contends the picture 
rights of the play should more than return the original investment. 

Understood several local press agents are the principals concerned. 





Raiph Kettering can’t make up his mind about importing to Chicago 





the ‘All God's Chillun Got Wings’ version currently playing the Lafay- 
ette, Detroit. Leery about the racial reaction, the receiver-manager of the 
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Inside Stuff—Pictures 


Protests from cameramen over the proposed cut in their minimy 
salary of $250 weekly is not coming from the rank and file of the unl 
who receive the minimum but from the so-called ace lens men, who re 
most cases are receiving upwards of $500 weekly. 

It is claimed by the average cameraman that the big shots in the 
union are afraid they will be offered the scale or a little over it when 
their contracts run out. If this occurs, to most of them it will mean a 
salary cut of over 50%. 

Cameramen’s union has a total membership of 800 which includeg 
first, second and assistant cameramen. Of the total about 50 receive 
above the scale and average around $500, with half a dozen getting 
$750. Most of the high salaried men are hangovers from silent days 
Few cameramen who have developed since sound have been able to eet 
anywhere near the money of the old timers. 








Amongst documents brought to Adolph Zukor from Europe by John 
Graham is a huge illustrated book of the Legion of Honor, reproducing 
the Zukor diploma on the front page, and with the Legion of Honor 
cross inserted in the binding. 

Also official diploma signed by the French authorities and Legion of 
Honor cross in diamonds presented to Paramount’s head by the French 
organization, attached to which is a parchment signed by all local heads, 
headed by David Souhami, managing director of the French company, 
through whom the honor was sent and who went to London to hand these 
documents to Graham previous to his sailing. 


Mrs. Nell Yule’s foresight a year and a half ago in having her son's 
name changed legally to Mickey McGuire, and her own to Nell McGuire, 
will have been wasted if Fontaine Fox and Larry Darmour, backed by 
Radio Pictures, succeed in preventing Mickey McGuire from using hig 
name professionally. 

Petitioners for the injunction cite Fox’s copyrights on his cartoon 
character and indicate that separate damage suits will be filed every 
time the boy appears as Mickey McGuire. Argument for his being 
restrained is allegation that he and his mother are financially irrespon- 
sible and the judgments could not be collected. 


Any declining picture lights who try to make deductions for lessened 
popularity in figuring income tax are laying themselves open to jams 
with the government, according to W. S. Tandrow, Los Angeles repre- 
sentative of the treasury department’s board of tax appeals. 

Question of such good will depreciation has been put up to congres- 
sional committees a number of times. First was in 1921, when Ty Cobb, 
representing a group of athletes, tried to obtain a specific provision for 
deductions to offset the large income during the limited professional life 
of ballplayers. Plea was turned down then and has been refused in all 
revenue acts since. 





Fox-West Coast has the attitude that because it is the circuit leader 
out there it is burdened with almost every trend or nuance in Coast 
theatre operation. It cites heavy film rentals for its choice first runs, 
but when it comes to selling the opposition, or okaying the non-FWC 
houses for double bills, the exchanges take a charitable dttitude towards 
the opposish without a thought for F-WC. 

Circuit is now out to give itself a break on everything and anything, 
starting with rental adjustments for both realty and film. F-WC con- 
tends that adjustments must be made up and down the line. 





Walt Disney is taking his Mickey Mouse and Silly Symphony shorts 
to United Artists for distribution next fall, stating he will have more 
specialized selling on the U. A. program. 

Disney’s argument is that Columbia has so many shorts of its own 
that the Disney reels are used as a sales wedge to unload the Col. 
product. Disney will make 18 Mickeys and only eight Sillys for U. A. 
instead of the 13 and 13 quota of each subject. 


Jimmy Durante’s new contract with Metro has been placed at a full 
year’s option for $2,250 and also calls for a special two weeks’ notice 
before layoffs. This gives the normal 40-in-52 week contract the equiv- 
alent of a 48-week annual guarantee which will permit him to fill in stage 
or other bookings. 


When Schnozzle’s old contract was torn up, he was given a new ticket 
for a solid year at $1,750. 





: Even pool parlors are included in a survey of non-theatrical potentiali- 
ties which Donahue and Cole, advertising agency, have completed for 
the Fox subsidiary, National Theatre Supplies. 


Contents of the survey are being carefully guarded, the work being 
(Continued on page 52) 


Inside Stuff-Vaude 





After a sufficient trial Skouras is convinced its ace uptown house, th® 
Audubon, cannot stand a full week’s bill, and the house goes split-weel, 
as prevailed under the Fox operation. 

Skouras spent money on the venture, surrounding Ed Lowry, perma- 
nent master of ceremonies, with Fanchon and Marco units and special 
names. But the Washington Heights housewives continued to call uP 
to ask for the name of the pictures playing the second half. 

Lowry continues as master of ceremonies at the Audubon for half of 
the week only, sharing each week with the Academy of Music. 





Of the Palace theatre, New York, stock, RKO controls 51%, Martim 
Beck 25% and other individuals 24%, Beck, with Sanford Sachs (de- 
ceased), Herman Fehr and Mort Singer, owned 49% and the old Keith 
bunch had the controlling 51% which they sold out to RKO when the 
latter took control. Beck’s three partners did likewise with exception of 
Beck, who still has his 25%. 

Néither Mrs. Kohl nor Mrs. Castle has any stock in the Palace. Mrs 
Kohl had 6,200 shares of common in RKO only of record. 





Fifi Dorsay almost walked off the current New York Palace bill a half 
hour before curtain time Saturday (16), opening day. At that hour she 
became dissatisfied with her billing. 

Miss Dorsay’s agent, Ferdie Simon, frantically tried to reach RKO 
executives when the Dorsay storm broke. He finally located one at 4 
luncheon table. Simon asked him to please hurry over and quict Fifi-. 

‘Let her walk if she wants to,’ replied the exec. Fifi changed her mind. 








Adelphia queried the local newspaper critical set and got a mixed opin- 
ion. O'Neill script has never had a Chicago Loop showing. 

One New York dramatic critic has the art of catching a bad sho¥ 
down to a science. He sleeps throughout it all, but it doesn’t interiere 
with his familiarity with the show he’s reviewing. 

The critic’s companion watches it all, waking him up just before ©*' h 


rit? 
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act ends to tell him all about it. 
intermissions. 


He manages to stay awake 
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Raising of $2,000,000 Before Apri 
To Avoid Collapse of Shubert Co. 





Shubert Theatres Corp. must raise 
$2,000,000 by April to take care of 
its theatre corporation obligations 
to avoid bankruptcy. That is about 


its 


the way the equity ‘receivership 
sizes up. It is able to break even 
or a little better, but there is littie 


prospect this season of the corpora- 
tion being able to pay off the previ- 
ous liabilities. 

The corporation owes $8,000,000 in 


wonidiale + 





all. Of that total the debenture 
bonds outstanding amount to $6,405.- 
000. The Shuberts themselves put | 
$1,500,000 into the business during; 
the year prior to Oct. 20, 1931, but} 
the receivership was _ inevitable. 
Should a sale of the Shubert the- 
atre properties be forced in the near 
future, realty values are so shrunk- 
en that it is figured the mortgages 
would absorb most of what money 
could be realized thereby. 

Shubert’s Plan 

Lee Shubert favors a complete re- 
organization. Idea is that all bond 
and stock creditors receive secur- 
ities of a reorganized corporation, 
that they might have a chance to 
get back their investments when 
business conditions improve. 

The stockholders are apparently 
out, but if the reorganization is con- 
summated, would be counted in. A 
decision is expected to be announced 
when Lee Shubert returns from 
Palm Beach. He is due at the resort 
to recuperate after a recent opera- 
tion. 

How the Shuberts, particularly 
Lee, have taken it on the chin fi- 
nancially as the result of their 
realty operations is shown in the 
cease of the Royma Corporation 
which comprises the Majestic, 
Royale and Masque theatres. The 
trio were purchased from the Chan- 
ins in a deal which involved the 
Century theatre. The Century end of 
the transaction is believed to have 
been profitable to the Shuberts, but 
the losses on the theatres more than 
wipe that out. 


Interest, Taxes in Arrears 


Lee Shubert personally holds a 
second mortgage of $850,000 and if 
the houses are taken over, as now 
seems virtually certain, by the first 
mortgage holders, the second mort- 
gage will be of uncertain value. The 
Majestic, Royale and Masque are 
Shubert Theatre Corporation prop- 
erties. But $80,000 is owed for in- 
terest and taxes and receivers can- 
not payoff. Total value of the three 
theatres is listed as $3,355,888. 

The United Cigar Stores has a 
first mortgage of $1,500,000, while 
S. W. Strauss, the bond house, has 
a first mortgage claim of $248,000. 
What with Lee Shubert’s second 
mortgage that makes a total of 
$2,700,000, leaving an equity of about 
$600,000. Latter item would be in- 
fluenced by present decline in realty 
values. 

Understood United Cigars and 
Straus are contacting each other as 
to which concern will take over the 
three theatres. Result may force 
United into show business. Since a 
forced sale might involve a heavy 
loss at this time, it is figured bet- 
ter for United or Straus to attempt 
Operating the theatres. The Shu- 
bert receivership has offered to op- 
erate the trio and turn over to the 
first mortgage holders whatever 
Profits there may be, the mort 
agors, however, to assume interest 
and tax charges. There are bonds 
on the Royma Corporation, the price 
bid being reported at 30 cents on the 
dollar. Operating cost of the trio is 
$200,000 annually. 

Lee Shubert faces a loss of $270,- 
000 on the Jolson theatre, a dead 
issue for several years. The Trebuhs 
Company, which is the Shuberts’ 
personally owned realty company, 
is adding to losses resulting from 
their theatre ownership. Recently 
the Cort, Ambassador, Ritz and 
49th Street were thrown back to the 
Shuberts. As most of those the- 
atres are dark the losses are 
mounting weekly. Theatres in other 
cities turned back add further to 
the Shubert realty grief. The lease 
on the 44th Street in which the Shu- 
berts have a one third ownership in- 
terest was disaffirmed, but has 
again been leased for the engage- 
ment of ‘Little Racketeer’ which 
Opened there Monday. 

Contention that Broadway was 
over-seated as to legit theatres, was 
voiced several years ago and has 


veen patent for some time. Invest- 





ments on some 20 houses discarded 





Advance Ketreats 





Advance sales for legit 
shows have now shrunk to 
practically nothing. Exception 
is for the smashes only. 


Plays ranked as moderate 
successes are taking very small 
future money compared to past 
years. For the smashes the ad- 
vance sales remain, 

The box office boys say that 
about two years ago attrac- 
tions that at time would 
fetch a pleasing advance sale 


one 


started to lose this trade. And 
since the dectine has been 
steady. 











SHY CHI CREDITORS 
TURN INTO ANGELS 


Chicago, Jan. 18. 

Collapse of the original backer 
and producer of the Howard stock 
company on the southside last week 
shoved 10 startled creditors into 
show business. None of the 10 men 
now operating the house had ever 
before had any connection with the 
footlights. 

These 10 creditors formed a syn- 
dicate when finances of the pro- 
ducer, Robert Howard, caved, and 
took over the Howard liabilities of 
approximately $5,000. Each mem- 
ber of the group has put $500 into 
the fund, of which $1,000 goes to 
Equity for back salaries. 

At the head of the new group are 
William MacDonald and Edward 
Lougherty, publisher and general 
manager respectively of the ‘South- 


town Sconomist’, neighborhood 
sheet. Also in personally is Frank 
Rothge, president of the district 
bank, the Chicago Savings and 
Trust. Other members of the group 
are various commercial and mer- 


chandising men. 

Howard took over the house, for- 
merly known as the Empress, four 
weeks ago. He himself had come out 
of the commercial field, having been 
associated with a local street light- 
ing company. 





Profs. Ban Sudermann 


Drama, Then Retract 
Winnipeg, Jan. 18. 

On the grounds of ‘immorality’ 
and ‘unsuitability’ Univ. of Mani- 
toba faculty sought to stop this 
year’s dramatic vehicle Sudermann’s 
‘Joy of Living.’ 

The play had been rehearsed for 
nine weeks before the professors 
stepped in. In a huff, the directress, 
Mrs. C. B. Pyper, wife of the promi- 


nent ‘Tribune’ local columnist, re- 
signed. Things, however, were 


finally rectified, and the show prep- 
arations are in full swing again. It 
is billed early at the Walker. 


‘Wagon’s’ Chi Switch 
Chicago, Jan. 18. 

Booking of ‘Band Wagon,’ Max 
Gordon musical, has been switched 
from the Erlanger to the Illinois. 
Srlanger stage not large enough to 
handle the double revolving sets for 
the musical. 

This leaves the Erlanger with 
only the Maude Adams-Otis Skin- 
ner ‘Merchant of Venice’ revival on 
its books. ‘Band Wagon’ follows 
‘Ziegfeld Follies,’ which opens to- 
night (18) at the Iinois. 


‘Lucky’ No’s Shuberts 


Los Angeles, Jan. 18. 

Offer from the Shuberts of East- 
ern time for the Pantages-Moore- 
house-Sliber-Simon colored musi- 
eal, ‘Lucky Day,’ current at the 
Mayan, has been turned down by 
the producing quartette. 

Producers figure there is money 
to be picked up on the coast before 
shipping their child east. Show 
will probably go to San Francisco 
from here, then through the north- 


west. 











before lease expiration will probably 
total well over $15,000,000. 

The ultimate disposition of these 
theatres is a problem. They may be 
razed for other purposes 


PROP SO SO SHOWS 


Leblang’s Makes Guarantees to Keep 
Attractions Active 








Leblang’s is reported arranging 
cut rate guarantees on four shows 
last week, keeping at least one of 
them on the boards after it was 
slated to close. One reason extended 
for the Leblang help is the scarcity 
of attractions for cut rates. 

‘Everybody's Welcome’ 
musical, stays on at the 
because of the Leblang deal. 
Shubert attraction 
perience Unnecessary’ at the Long- 
Other two said to be ‘Left 
Bank’ and ‘Hay Fever.’ 


Shubert 


Another 


acre 





PUTS WYNN 
IN SPOT 


When ‘The Laugh Parade’ opened 
at the Imperial, Ed Wynn declared 
that if he got back two-thirds of 
the money he invested in it, he 
would give a bonus of a week's sal- 
ary to the company. However, the 
didn’t hear him say it and 
there are some bets that Wynn may 
have forgotten all about it. 

‘Parade’ was a surprise click. 
From the way it shaped up on the 
road, those concerned figured it 
would never do. Show came in only 
after it was agreed that nothing 
much could be lost thereby and it 
was proposed to shut down after 
playing a single week. 

Total investment was $168,000. 
Indications are Wynn will more 
than get his money back before the 
season ends here. Biggest week 
was Christmas to New Year’s when 
his share was $20,000. That included 
Wynn's salary, $5,000 weekly. 


COLUMBIA RECREATION 
HALL AS TRYOUT SPOT 


‘Blue Water,’ a drama of the sea, 
at Ear] 


the cast 





actors 





was tried out last week 


Hall, Columbia University, 
being made up of students and 
alumni. Howard Southgate, who 
directed the pageant at the York- 
town celebration last summer, 
staged the piece, which was given 
a good production. 

Earl Hall has been used before 
for tryouts, non-pro casts appear- 
ing. The theatre is under direction 
of Hatcher Hughes, who once won 
the Pulitzer prize. ‘Birth’ is the 
current tryout. Last season the 
first performance of ‘If Booth Had 


Missed’ was given there. Show 
won the little theatre long play 
tournament and is soon due on 


Broadway. 





Ziegfeld’s Kin Granted 


Divorce in Illinois 
Ill., Jan. 19. 

Florence Ziegfeld Brannum. 
Florenz Ziegfeld, 
divorce in circuit court 


Peoria, 

Mrs. 
piece of was 
granted a 
here from William S. Brannum, Jr., 
treasurer of the Peoria Lumber Co. 

He is son of William S. Brannum, 
Sr., multi-millionaire Chicago lum- 
ber dealer. Mrs. Brannum wa: 
awarded custody of their three 
year-old daughter and was granted 
£160 a month pending further order 
of the court. 

The original bill was for separate 
maintenance, charging cruelty and 
infidelity, but just before the case 
was called the petition was changed 
to plea for divorce. 





Woods Turns Down Coast 
Offer—Will Do Show 


A. H. Woods is said to have re- 
jected an offer of $2,000 weekly to 
go to Hollywood. 
sought to advise on production 
Woods, instead is going ahead on 
stage production, his first since go- 
ing into financial] receivership. 
Initial production is a melodrama 
called ‘The Inside Story,’ recently 


known as ‘The Big Shot.’ It was 





cis M. Verdi, Rehearsals wil] 


lin two weeks, 








Shubert | 


helped is ‘Ex- | 


PARADE’ CLICK 


His services were | 


Flock of Angels 


An all time record for back- 


ers connected with one show, 
na eo one of the « ePapnest 
| Snows ever prod ice a is De - 
ieved held Stepping Sis- 
ters | e are 24 people in- 
} volved who individually eontri- 


buted small amounts ranging 
from $50 to $150 Play was 
| produced by Albert Banniste 
and George Staten. 
| Fox bought the piece for pic- 
tures but the bookkeeping 
headache is due to the play's 
stock dates and the split on the 


royalty. 
| 


L. A. COPS RAID ‘LIZZIE,’ 


| 


IGNORING COURT'S WRIT 











Los Jan. 18. 


Angeles, 


In spite of the fact that the 


gourts had 


against police 


injunction 
the 


issued an 
interfering with 
performance of ‘Lysistrata,’ follow- 


Capt. Jones again ar- 


(14), 


on a warrant of three counts charg- 


ing a raid, 


rested the cast Thursday night 


ing an indecent performance. The 
original complaint was quashed 
with arraignment on the new ar- 
rest planned for tomorrow (Tues- 
day). 

Meanwhile in the Superior court 
Judge Archbald issued a citation 
against Jones to show cause why 


he should not be punished for con- 
tempt and has instructed Sheriff 
Traeger to station deputies at stage 
and lobby entrances to prevent fur- 
ther molestation by the police. 

The company was arraigned Sat- 
urday on the second raid and trial 
has been set for the 29th. Mean- 
while the hearing on the injunc- 
tion will come up tomorrow (Tues- 
day), and is looked to to test the 
new state law which exempts ac- 
tors from arrest for appearing in 
an obscene show until after the 
charges of indecency have been 
proven, 

Equity and attorneys for the pro- 
ducers are filing claims for dam- 
ages for false arrest,’ charging vio- 
lation of the injunction. Charges 
are against the raiding officers and 
Chief Jones personally, the latter 
being known as the ‘Millionaire 
Cop.’ 

‘Lysistrata’ cast gets closing no- 
tice today, but probably will hold 
over an additional week, with Rod 
La Rocque and Vilma Banky likely 
to follow in with a choice between 
‘Cherries Are Ripe’ and ‘Olympia.’ 





Old Claim on Tilden 
Figures in New Play 


William Tilden, tennis pro., is 
taking a return flyer at legit, by 
means of Frank McCoy's incoming 
‘Perfect Mrs. Palmer.’ At the same 
time Tilden’s financing may result 
in Equity troubles, 

Tilden’s name is on Equity’s list 
of defaulting managers, owing a 
cast for one of his previous show 
ventures. Should Equity be able to 
prove that Tilden has a financial 
interest in ‘Palmer,’ some arrange- 
ment on the back salaries would be 





demanded. 
McCoy will probably co-star 
Mary Young and Henrietta Cros- 


man in the show, 
in about four weeks. 


Opens in Boston 


Maude Adams Set for 
B’way Date Next Fall 


Maude Adams, now barnstorming 
in ‘Merchant of Venice’ will be 
brought to New York early next 


season, though it may not be in the 
Shakespeare play. 
Set that Miss Adams will be cast 


in John Colton’s new play, ‘Ser- 
enade to the Hangman’, which is 
once more on the Erlanger produc- 


tion schedule, 


DAVIS. JR., COLLECTS 





written by George Bryant and Fran- ire 
start | 


Owen Davis, Jr., is due to collect 
a week's wages from Albert Ban- 
nister and Ulban Corp., producers 
of the ‘Love Racket,’ under an arb 
rator’s decision 

Racke p a 
Brook! nd q 
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|}on advances and 
j the 








Tax Get-Together of Legit May 
Help Toward Labor Wage Deal 


+ 





At a Theatre League meeting last 
week which was attended by man- 


agers and representatives of the 
tage unions, a strong managers as- 
sociation was urged. The session 
‘as primarily ealled on the admis- 
sions tax problem which comes up 
or consideration in Washington 
this week 

One of the union leaders sug- 
gested a managerial body that 
would be akin to a union, barring 
shoe-stringers. Latter would not be 
considered bv the unions, the union- 
ist said if the better known man- 
agers presented a solid front. Frank 
Gillmore was not in full accord with 


the idea of restricted managerial 
association. His point was that the 
League which first tried to function 


along such lines, failed to get re- 
sults. 
However, the League received 


further impetus in its plan to take 
in all managers and be representa- 
tive. If that objective is attaimed 
it is likely a basic minimum agree- 
ment akin to that between what's 
left of the Managers’ Protective As- 
sociation and Equity will be entered 
into, the present contract then to be 
shelved. Main problem is the guar- 
anteeing of salariees which is a@ 
vital clause in the M.P.A.-Equity 
agreement. The Shuberts are only 
technically members of the body 
they inspired because their com- 
pany is in receivership. 

It has been indicated heretofore 
that the stage hands and musicians 
would be amenable to concessions 
to the legit managers. Leaders 
claimed, however, that there was no 
solid managerial front to do busi- 
ness with. However, the plan to 
take a wage cut was voted down 
in a stage hands’ session recently. 
Managers are hopeful of putting the 
matter before the unions in a more 
favorable manner. 

Steering and financial committees 
were appointed at the League meet- 
ing, best attended managerial ses- 
sion in years. About 50 were pres- 
ent. A fund-for the Washington 
protest will be raised. Picture and 
other amusement interests were not 
represented. Understood the picture 
side will go along on its own, with 
the Will Hays office handling the 
matter. 


‘Hill’ Ghost Goes Lame 


Miller & Lyles failed to pay off 
their troupe in ‘Sugar Hill,’ at the 
Lafayette, Harlem, Friday (15). 
The musical was moved up to the 
Belt after eight days at the down- 
town Forrest. 

The folding at the Forrest also 
had not been followed by salary 
payments, Management of the 
Lafayette paid the troupe half the 
amount due on that date and set- 
tled in full with the musicians. 





‘Hill’ was produced by ‘Moving 
Day Co., Inc.’ 3efore Broadway 
‘Hill’ played the Standard, Philly, 


at 40c top. N. Y. scale was to $3. 





Spensor Claim Jams 
Opera Troupe in Balto 


Baltimore, Jan, 18. 
An $1,800 lien, plastered on the 
b.o. at the Auditorium last week 


nearly ended the Cosmopolitan 
Opera Company’s local season 
before its premiere. Mrs. Wilson- 
Greene, Washington, claimed the 


that amount 
commissions on 
Washington National theatre 
engagement, 

The auditorium curtain was held 
45 minutes while the Schanbergers, 
proprietors of the theatre, convinced 
the Washington woman via phone 
that liable for local ex- 
penses of the troupe, and if they 
failed to open, she would be left 
holding the bag. It was late aft- 
ernoon when the scenery arrived 


owed her 


she was 


jand 7:45 when the back-stage crew 


began setting. Biz built steadily 
and the engagement was a success. 


Agents Delay Vote 


Voting on new members for the 
Theatrical Artists Representatives 
Ass'n. was postponed until Feb. 4 
| at the Jan meeting. Matter was 
referred 1 pecial committee for 
irther tion. 
At the me meeting the legit 
igents decided to stage a benefit 
or the Actors’ Dinner Club. 
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Motor Show Crowds Boost Broadway: 
‘Animal Kingdom’ Newest Hit, $21,000 





Broadway’s legits, that is the good 
things, did very well last week, sup- 
port coming from visitors attracted 
by Some 


er 


the motor car show. 
osses approximated the figures of 
the Christmas to New Year’s period. 

Another success arrived, ‘The 
Animal Kingdom’ being an instant 
click at the Broadhurst. f For its 
first week the takings in seven 
times were $21,000, aided by a 
$5.50 premiere. Last week's other 
arrivals not so hot. ‘Jewel Rob- 
bery’ may attract some business at 


the Booth, but first night opinion 
was clearly divided and notices 
were that way; ‘Black Tower’ had 


a starting gross of $7,000 at the 
Harris and can get by at that 
figure; ‘Three Men and a Woman’ 
was yanked off at the Lyceum after 
one week. 


Two attractions slated to slide, 
gwitched to other houses, ‘Brief 
Moment’ moving from the Belasco 


to the Cort and ‘The Bride the Sun 
On’ due to move from the 
Fulton to the Cohan on Thursday. 
‘Berlin,’ at the latter house, will 
close Wednesday, a quick flop. 
‘Rride’ is laying off the first half. 
Other new shows that stopped last 
Saturday were ‘Never No More,’ 
Hudson; ‘Lost Boy,’ Mansfield, and 
*Society Girl,’ Times Square. 
Current Week Uncertain 
Managers were not so confident 
about business this week, as indi- 
cated by half a dozen extra space 
ads in Monday's papers. However, 
the stand-out shows look set for 
continued good trade. Up with the 
non-musical leaders is ‘The Deyil 
Passes,’ which bettered its first 
week with a gross not far from 
$19,000. ‘Mourning Becomes Electra’ 
is the actual money leader by vir- 


Shines 


tue of its scale—now $5 top, re- 
duced from $6, with trade slightly 
shading off last week at $23,800; 


‘Reunion in Vienna,’ at $23,000, will 
have ‘Animal Kingdom’ as _ con- 
tender for comedy honors; ‘Coun- 
sellor at Law,’ $20,000, ‘Good Fairy’ 
at $15,000, ‘Cynara’ about $14,000, 
comprise the leaders, while ‘Spring- 
time for Henry’ advanced last week. 
‘Barretts of Wimpole Street’ is still 
with the leaders, but is announced 
to leave next month. 

Musicals continue very sparse as 
to number, with ‘Of Thee I Sing,’ 
the new hit having first call in agen- 
cies. It is over capacity at $30,000. 

Due in next week: ‘Wild Waves,’ 


Times Square; revival of ‘Robin 
Hood,’ Erlanger’s; ‘East of Broad- 


way,’ Belmont, and ‘House of Doom,’ 
no house named, Added to this 
week's arrivals is ‘Adam Had Two 
Sons,’ opening at the Alvin Wednes- 
day (20). 

Estimates for Last Week 


‘Adam Had Two Sons,’ Alvin (ist 
week) (C-1,235-$3). Suddenly added 
to week’s premieres; presented by 
Aarons & Freedley; opens tomor- 
row (20). 

‘Barretts,’ Empire (45th week) 
(C-1,099-$3.85). Announced to tour 
after another three weeks; indica- 
tions are could stay here through- 
out season; nearly $18,500 last week. 

‘Berlin,’ Cohan. Closes Wednes- 
day (20), which completes three 
weeks and protects picture rights; 
gross negligible. 

‘Black Tower,’ Harris (2d week) 
(CD-1,051-$3). Mystery show has 
Bome chance; first week about $7,- 
000 which pace, if maintained, is 
Plenty. 

‘Brief Moment,’ Cort (11th week) 
(C-1,043-$3). Moved here from 
Belasco Monday with change of 
Management; business fairly good 
with average over $10,000. 

‘Cat and Fiddle,” Globe (15th 
week) (M-1,416-$4.40). Another ex- 
cellent gross last week; auto show 
crowds probably helped in topping 
$28,000, 

‘Church Mouse,” Playhouse (15th 
week) (C-984-$3). Moderate suc- 
cess with average takings over $9,- 
000; okay for this set-up. 

‘Counsellor-at-Law,’ Plymouth 
(12th week) (C-1,042-$3). Great 

X Office sales testify to popular- 
ity; last week the take was $20,000 
again. 

‘Cynara,’ Morosco (12th week) 
(CD-893-$3). Better going last week 
reflected here when the pace bet- 
tered to over $14,000; indefinite. 

Distant Drums,’ Belasco (ist 
week) (D-1,000-$3). Presented by 
Guthrie McClintic; written by Dan 
Totheroh; first announced for Na- 
tonal; opened Monday. 

Everybody’s Welcome,’ Shubert 
(14th week (M-1,395-$3). Slated to 
tour; a light gross musical with re- 
cent pace estimated around $10,000. 

xperience Unnecessary,’ Long- 
— (4th week) (C-1,019-$3). Do- 
ng in between trade with last 
} S gross between $6,000 and $7,- 

00; report pencilled for road where 
re money might be drawn. 
e300 Fever,’ Avon (4th week) (C- 
i )-$3). Perked up again with tak- 
— better than $9,000; looks like 
Cone att was right in reviving 

ward comedy. 





‘Jewel Robbery,’ Booth 


(D-708-$3), (2d week) | 


Opened middie of last 


week; notices fairly good, but 
chances rather doubtful; better line 
this week. 

‘Left Bank,’ Little (16th week) 
(D-530-$3). One set show has been 
going along to fair money and said 
to be on the right side of ledger; 
about $7,000. 


‘Little Racketeer,’ 44th St. (1st 
week) (M-1,325-$4.40). Presented 
by the Shuberts; musical was out 
in autumn and recalled for re- 
vision; in again from road; opened 
Monday. 


‘Lost Boy,’ Mansfield. Taken ofi; 
played two weeks; not $2,000 last 
week. 

‘Mourning Becomes Electra,’ Guild 
(13th week) (D-914-$5). Top price 
lowered to $5 or $2.50 for each sec- 
tion of long play; still tops the dra- 
matic field with $23,800. 

‘Never No More,’ Hudson. With- 
drawn last Saturday; drew high 
praise from critics, but nothing at 
box office; less than two weeks. 

‘Of Thee | Sing,’ Music Box (4th 
week) (M-1,000-$5.50). Continuous 
line at box office indication of de- 
mand; standees all performances 
for gross of $30,000. 

‘Papavert,’ Vanderbilt (1st week) 
(D-771-$3). Revised version post- 
poned and due Wednesday (20). 

‘Reunion in Vienna,’ Beck (10th 
week) (C-1,168-$3). Leader of 
comedies with takings almbst $23,- 
000; has contender now in ‘The Ani- 
mal Kingdom.’ 

‘Scandals,’ Apollo (19th week) 
(R-1,168-$5,.50). Musical fared well 
with auto show crowds; gross 
jumped to about $35,000. 

‘Social Register,’ 48th St. (11th 
week) (C-969-$3). Goes to road 
after another week and should do 
better than here; about $8,000. 

‘Society Girl,’ Times Square. 
Withdrawn last Saturday; com- 
pleted three weeks to protect man- 
ager’s end of picture rights which 
were sold. 

‘Springtime for Henry,’ Bijou 
(7th week) (F-605-$3). Jumped 
last week when gross was $11,500; 
excellent money in this house; best 
figure to date. 

‘The Animal Kingdom,’ Broad- 
hurst (2a@ week) (CD-1,094-$3). 
Greeted as newest comedy smash; 
at scale should make great show- 
ing; first week, seven performances, 
got $21,000; aided by $5.50 first 
night. 

‘The Bride the Sun Shines On’ 
Fulton (4th week) (C-913-$3). Lay- 
ing off; moves to Cohan Thursday 
(21); light grosses so far with last 
week about $7,000. 

‘The Devil Passes,’ Selwyn (3d 
week) (D-1,067-$3). Unusual pub- 
lic interest in this play; second 
week further indicates a neat hit; 
nearly $19,000; many parties bocked. 

‘The Good Fairy,’ Miller’s (9th 
week) (C-946-$3). Came back to 
virtual capacity last week when 
takings went to $15,000; among 
comedy leaders, 

‘The Laugh Parade,’ Imperial 
(llth week) (R-1,446-$4.40). Not 
capacity except week-ends; maybe 
$30,000. 

‘Three Men and a Woman,’ Ly- 
ceum. Withdrawn last Saturday; 
one week, 

‘Vanities,’ Carroll (224 week) (R- 
2,550-$3). Auto people played revue 
with the gross nearly $40,000. 

‘Whistling in the Dark,’ Barry- 
more (1st week) (D-1,090-$3). Pre- 
sented independently (Alexander 
McKaig); written by Laurence E. 
Gross and Edward Childs Carpen- 
ter; opens tonight (19). 

‘Wolves,’ 49th St. (8d week) (D- 
700-$2.50). Getting cut rate sup- 
port; third play tried by Maurice 
Schwartz in English; maybe $5,000. 

Other Attractions 

‘Ten Nights in a Barroom,’ Gold- 
en; Billy Bryant’s showboat troupe 
opens Wednesday (20). 

‘The Marriage of Cana,’ Province- 
town; colored cast drama opens 
Thursday (21). 

‘Electra,’ Selwyn; revival at spe- 
cial matinees; final today. 

‘The Lancashire Lass,’ President; 
revival, 


2 Frisco Attractions 
Return Good Grosses 


San Francisco, Jan. 18. 

Joe E. Brown and Shakespeare 
repertoire shared the town, being 
the only two legit attractions cur- 
rent. Both started nicely, the Strat- 
ford-upon-Avon Shakespeare Festi- 
val Company at Erlanger’s Colum- 
bia drawing a healthy $7,500 with 
an even better intake expected on 
the second and third weeks. Rep 
has a $2.50 top, getting a good play 
in the balcony and fair returns 
downstairs. 

Henry Duffy’s Alcazar had Joe E. 
Brown in ‘Square Crooks,’ and an 
excellent $7,500 figure at $1.50 top. 





‘Crooks’ good for three weeks, at 
least. 
Geary and Curran dark. Richard 


Bennett in ‘Cyrano de Bergerac’ was 
set for Jan. 25 at the latter house, 
but has been shifted to the Geary 
for Feb. 8 ‘Crazy Quilt’ pencilled 
in for the Curran on Feb. 21. 


} 
} 
} 


$25,000 Cincy Prospect 


Cincinnati, Jan. 18, 

With a $9,000 advance sale and 
a complete sellout for the opening 
performance Sunday night (17), 
Carroll’s ‘Vanities’ will come close 
to doing capacity business at the 
Erlanger Grand this week. Top is 
$3 and house seats 1,560 and show 
has every chance for $25,000. 

‘Chocolate Soldier’ drew $12,000 at 
this theatre last week. Shubert, 
its third week of darkness, 


Jan. 25 with ‘House Beautiful.’ 


in 


reopens 





HINTS CHANCE 
FOR LEGIT 


Los Angeles, Jan. 18. 

Two closings, one flop and brisk 
business for the others is last 
week's legit story. Cold weather hit 
the town and pepped up the b. o. 
Local legit has evidenced enough 
life to encourage producers. 
‘The Last of Mrs. Cheyney’s finished 
four weeks at the El Capitan Sun- 
day. Run was a disappointment, 
with Bebe Daniels starred. Mr. and 
Mrs. Jimmy Gleason opened in ‘The 
Fall Guy’ Monday, getting a good 
start with all their picture friends 
at the opening. Advance for the 
week was above par. 





‘Lysistrata’ at the Carthay Cir- 
cle held strong after the police 
raided the show, although the re- 
sultant publicity looked phoney. 
Open under restraining injunction. 

Al Kantor’s stoci: company at the 
Figueroa did less than $700 with 
‘Gossp.’ Kantor closed Saturday 
night with the announcement that 
he would pick up again in two 
weeks, but that’s doubtful. Four 
weeks of starvation. 

Edward Everett Horton pulled a 
boner with his ‘The Scamp.’ Nut for 
the ‘Shaughraun’ revival is around 
$7,000, with no possibility of get- 
ting anywhere near that figure. 
Horton will fold it Tuesday, open- 
ing in ‘The Unexpected Husband’ 
the following day. 

‘Grand Hotel,’ ‘Easy for ZeeZee’ 
and ‘Lucky Day’ held to about the 
same grosses as last weck with in- 
dications that their slip, if any, will 
not amount to anything for another 
week or two. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Last of Mrs. Cheyney,’ El Capi- 
tan (4th, final week) (C-1,571-$1.50). 
Folded to weak $4,000. ‘The Fall 
Guy’ opened Monday. 

‘The Scamp,’ Hollywood Play- 
house (2d week) (C-1,152-$2). Less 
than $4,000 grossed, about the worst 
return Horton has ever had in this 
town. 

‘Grand Hotel,’ Belasco (4th week) 
(D-1,103-$2.50). Strong at a little 





GOOD L A. BIZ 


—— 


Cut Rates Bring Biz to ‘Crowd; 
‘Hotel’ and ‘Bar’ Continue Favs 





Chicago, Jan. 18. 
Legit gentry for the first time in 
several moons had something to be 


gay about last week. Strong re- 
covery from the post-holiday mias- 
ma made itself initially evident 
| Wednesday, with the milling lines 
at the boxoffices increasing with 
each subsequent performance. 
Saturday’s two shows clicked off 
sellouts for every one of the musi- 


cals. Same happened to the dra- 
matic leader, ‘Grand Hotel.’ Mainly 
responsible for the flurry were a 





Plenty of Dark Spots 


Boston, Jan. 18. 
Returns were under expectations. 
‘Blossom Time,’ a return engage- 
ment, led the town. ‘Band Wagon’ 
opens tonight and is sold out for its 
engagement. 
‘Blossom Time,’ Majestic, $14,200. | 


This is last week. 

‘Good Companions,’ Shubert. First 
week $12,000. Not so hot. 

‘Cloudy With Showers,’ Hollis. 


Around $7,000. One more week, then 
‘Unexpected Husband’ due. 

‘Marina,’ Colonial. Amateur opera 
about $14,000. ‘Band Wagon’ opens 
tonight. 

Tremont dark. ‘Explorers of the 
World’ opens tonight. 

Wilbur dark. Cornelia Otis Skin- 
ner opening tonight. 

Plymouth dark. ‘Trick for Trick’ 
due 25. 





Stock and Burlesque 
Split $9,000 in Minn. 


Minneapolis, Jan. 18. 

‘Two Seconds’ gave the Bainbridge 
stock, at the Shubert, a good gross 
last week, grossing about $5,000. 

Hinda Wasau and her exotic danc- 
ing are pulling some real business 
into the Gayety (burlesque). With 
‘Hindu Belles’ last week this bur- 
lesque stock again did around a good 
$4,000. 

The Metropolitan has the Shawn 
Dancers for one day this week and 
the Russian ‘Blue Bird’ revue for 
three days next week. 





less than $18,400, with the advance 
keeping up. 

‘Easy for ZeeZee,” Music Box 
(4th week) (C-965-$1.50). Dirt still 
flying and returns profitable at 
$4,000 with a $2,400 nut. 

‘Lysistrata,’ Carthay Circle (4th 
week) (C-1,500-$1.50). Police raid, 
while not jumping the b. o., kept 
it from falling off. Take of $10,000 
should show a nice profit. 

‘Lucky Day,’ Mayan (3rd week) 
(M-1,492-$2). Colored musical build- 
ing up, $14,000 gross this week a 
grand over last week. 








Stone's Weak $19,000 Tops Philly, 
~ “Adam's Sons’ Panned, Gets $5,000 





Philadelphia, Jan. 18. 
Unless some sudden bookings are 
shoved in, the unprecedented situ- 


ation of having only one legit house 
open in midwinter will occur here 
next week. There are only three 
doing business this week, but by 
Feb. 8 there is every indication that 
at least five or six houses will be 
lighted. 

The quartet of shows in town 
last week ranged from quite strong 
to very weak. Leader was Fred 
Stone’s ‘Smiling Faces’ at the For- 
rest, which, however, was a long 
way behind the last two Stone 
pieces for attendance. Maybe $19,- 
000. Maybe not and received mixed 
notices. 

With two capacity matinees 
bringing in close to $5,000 them- 
sleves, Ethel Barrymore's revival of 





‘School for Scandal’ got $12,500 in 
third week at the Chestnut, under 
Pro Players’ auspices. A surprise 
as it was generally figured this one 
would skid after fortnight. Should 
do as well this week. 

‘House of Connelly,’ highly lauded 
by critics, had to depend almost en- 
‘irely on Guild subscribers in sec- 
ond and last week at the Broad. 
Regular playgoers found it morbid. 
Not over $10,000. 

‘Adam Had Two Sons.’ 
melo, got generally panning 
didn’t get more than $5,000 on 
single week at the Garrick. This 
week’s trio consists of ‘Smiling 
Faces,’ ‘School for Scandal’ and an- 
other try-out, ‘Wild Waves,’ which 
is also playing for a single week at 


Try-out 
and 
its 


the Garrick. All three are sched- 
uled for closings Saturday night. 
Next week's sole newcomer is 





try-out called ‘Zoom,’ which for 
some reason was given to the 
Professional Players’ subscription 


group by the Shuberts. It comes 
to the Chestnut for the customary 
month. 

The next booking is Walter 
Hampden's revival of ‘Cyrano’ on 
Feb. 1, at the Garrick; and during 
the last half of that week Chevalier 
will reopen the Broad. Shubert 
has nothing until Sam Harris’ new 
musical, ‘Crying Out Loud’ is ready, 
which will probably be Feb. 8. 
Lenore Ulric’s ‘The Social Register’ 
comes to the Broad on that date. 
Forrest’s bookings are not settled, 
several shows having been pencilled 
in and cancelled, Garrick, after 
‘Cyrano’ also doubtful. There is 
considerable talk of the new Zieg- 
feld show reopening the Erlanger 
later in the month. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Smiling Faces’ (Forest, first 
week). Now in final week here and 
not as strong as usua] Stone busi- 
ness. However, led the town, which 
was easy, with around $19,000. 

‘School for Scandal’ (Chestnut, 
third week). Surprised by holding 
up to $12,500, or a little better maybe 
at that this week. ‘Zoom,’ fifth Pro 
Players’ offering, next. 

‘House of Connelly’ ( Broad, second 


week). Had to rely on Guild sub- 
scribers. Probably a little under 
$10,000. House dark this week and 


until Chevalier comes on Feb. 4 for 
three days. 


‘Adam Had Twe Sons’ 


( Garrick, 


| final tally. 


couple of big trade conventions that 
blew into town in midweek. Cor- 
roborated by the report that busi- 


ness picked up over 25% with the 
agencies. 

Al Jolson’'s ‘Wonder Bar’ con- 
tinued to romp far ahead of the rest 


of the field, ringing up better than 
$31,000 on its third and next to last 


week. Of the other musicals, 
‘Three’s a Crowd’ and ‘Rhapsody in 
Black’ found themselves paired off 
to a neck-to-neck finish. Tally at 


each of the latter spots showed a 
substantial $18,000. ‘Marching By,’ 
the runner-up, fared equally well 
when it came to showing a margin 
over the previous week’s take. Oper- 
etta, leaning heavily on the two- 
for-one trade, drew a two grand in- 
crease, which gave it around $15,000 
for its sixth lap. 

Season’s run champ, ‘Green Pas- 
tures,’ pulled out of the Illinois for 
Milwaukee Saturday. Stay here to- 
taled 18 weeks, netting over $50,000 
for the producer and enough for the 


house to pay off a flock of accumu- 
lated taxes. 

‘Chauve Souris’ and ‘Broken 
Dishes’ provided the other Satur- 


day blow-outs. Russe antiquity got 
away to around $15,000 on the two 
weeks, with the management for the 
final stanza resorting to the ‘eme- 
ployees’ special price’ thing. Do- 
mestic comedy failed to mean any- 
thing from the start, depending for 
the last two of its three weeks here 
on what it could garner from pass 
throwaways carrying the 50c. sere 
vice charge. Reaction on this angle 
was surprisingly big, but in actual 
count-up only meant slightly better 
than $3,000. Producer moved his 
cast back to New York and got rid 
of the set locally. 

Ziegfeld’s ‘Follies’ succeeded 
‘Green Pastures’ at the _ Illinois, 
opening Monday (18) at the highest 
top asked the current season, $4.40, 


Penciled in for four weeks. Other 
opening the same night was the 
Guild’s ‘As Husbands Go,’ Black- 


stone, on a three-week ticket. Ben 
Ami and a locally recruited support 


moved into the Adelphi Sunday 
night on a rush booking for two 
weeks of ‘Samson and Delilah.’ 


Throw-together operating on a two- 
for-one plan, 


Estimates for Last Week 


‘As Husbands Go,’ Blackstone (C- 
1,219; $3). Crothers comedy came 
in Monday (18) under the Theatre 
Guild subscription banner. 

‘Broken Dishes,’ Adelphi (3d-final 
week) (C-1,002; $3). Folded with a 
loss to all concerned. Drew around 
$3,000 on the finis stanza, ‘Samson 
and Delilah,’ starring Ben Ami, re- 
vived Sunday. Slated for two weeks 
only. 

*‘Chauve- Souris,’ Selwyn (2d- 
final week) (R-1,086; $2.50). May 
have meant a little money for Balieff 
and the others with him, but both 
wecks dipped the house farther into 
the red. Spot went dark Saturday 
and doesn’t relight until Feb. 7, 
when ‘Counsellor-at-Law,’ headed 
by Otto Kruger, is scheduled to en- 
ter. 

‘Grand Hotel,’ Grand (6th week) 
(D-1,365; $3) Jumped three grand 
to. $26,000. Has three more weeks 
to go. Capacity from Wednesday 
on, with.the advance sale indicating 
the possibility of postponement of 
the closing date. 

‘Green Pastures,’ Illinois (iS8th- 
final week) (D-1,365; $3). Outlasted 
all local predictions, tolling off a 
near $18,000 for the closing stanza, 
Biblical fantasy moved to Milwau- 
kee for two weeks, with route giv- 
ing it a fortnight also in such sub- 
sequent spots as Cincy, St. Louis, 
K. C. and St. Paul-Minneapolis, 
‘Follies’ unpacked, as the next Illi- 
nois tenant, Monday (18), asking 
for $4.40 top right through the week. 

‘House Beautiful,’ Harris (3d 
week) (D-1,084; $3). Finished the 
week over the $8,000 mark, with the 
Channing Pollack affair figured as 
the first Dramatic League entry here 
this season not likely to wind up a 
loss all around. Current (4th) lap 
the last. Cincy, the next unveiling 
spot. 

‘Marching By,’ Great 
(6th week) (O-1,165; $3). Two-for- 
one and straight sale split 50-50, 
bringing a profitable $15,000. Paste- 
boards selling for Feb. 14, 

‘Rhapsody in Black,’ Garrick (3d 
week) (R-1,997; $2.50). Started off 
shakily, but solid midweek recov- 
ery ample to corral around $18,000 
on the week. 

‘Three’s a Crowd,’ Erlanger (4th 
week) (R-1,319; $3). Sold out at 
Friday and Saturday’s perform- 
ances, coming within $18,000 on the 
Pointed instance here of 
where they sat back waiting for thie 
one to go into cut-rates. Now 
they’re flocking, but the week's fig- 
ure meant just about an even break 


Northern 





one week only). Melodrama which 


| got only $5,000 in single week hook 


a‘ dark week, 


for 
after that a! 
yrano,’ { 


‘Wild 
weer. 
then ‘C 


Waves,’ also tryout 
succeeds; 


ing. 
single 


for both camps. Gordon exitrava 
|} ganza washes up locally end of the 
eurrent week. Open in Si. Louia 
the 23rd on a co-operative basis. 
‘Wonder Bar,’ Apollo (3d week) 
| (R-1,430; $3.85). Monday and Tues- 
day only off performances. By far 
Loop fay at around $31,600. Slated 
to vamoose the coming Saturday for 


a streak of three-to-one-nighters, 


} 
' 
} 
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The Animal Kingdom 


three acts, presented by Gil- | 


Comedy in 


bert Miller and Leslie Howard at the| vacjous at times. She takes it on 
Rrenmaret, am. 28; emilee: pee | the chin with a show of spirit when 
Howard starred. fe a ite her man marries another woman, 
Cwek Betheer: cc cckccteeces G. Albert Smith | direct and truthful, the McCoy in 
Rufus Collier.....s.ss Wrederick Forrester} women. She was in ‘Five Star 
Cecelia Henry...s+serrere- ET ng a | Final’ last season and is on her way 
agg = pgp ih Pete tate Soa a erninl further upward in the present ap- 
Franc se andy papper Lynne | pearance. Miss Baxter is one of 
Joe Fisk. ....eeeseseeeeers Harvey Stephens} thea replacements following’ the 
Daisy Sage........++e++++--Frances Fuller) pi iy showing. As Cecilia she cap- 
Grace Macomber... -ceresreeeees Ika Chase} J 


a | 
— ' 

This theatre hook-up looks like a| 
push-over for a hit—the manageri- | 
ally smart Gilbert Miller, the most} 
adroit author of stage comedies | 
from the colleges in his generation, | 
Philip Barry, and one of the most} 
pleasant of British actors, Leslie | 
Howard. The result is ‘The Animal, 
Kingdom.’ 

It is said Miller was tempted to 
use that title for two other sex | 
comedies he presented. Perhaps it | 
fits as well for the present play as it} 
might have for the others, but the] 
label is not of consequence. The}! 
facile writing, allure of several per- | 
formances by outstanding players} 
and the skillful presentation make | 
for an enjoyable evening—and the 
matinees will do well, too. 

Last time the manager and au- 
thor duetted, they turned out ‘To- 
morrow and ‘Tomorrow,’ which) 
while vague, jumped into vogue. 
Miller was not sanguine of its suc- 
cess even after the premiere and 
wanted to persuade Barry not to 
buy a larger share of the show, as 
agreed on. Last time Miller and 
Howard teamed was with ‘Berkeley 
Square.’ That, too, did not seem a 
click when tried out, but also 
cleaned up. As then, Howard is} 
now associated in the production of 
‘The Animal Kingdom.’ 

Barry tells the story of a success- 
ful young publisher of books who 
marries the wrong girl. Tom Col- 
lier doesn’t realize that Cecelia is 
a masked gold digger until wedded 
to her 18 months and that his real 
mate is Daisy Sage, a magazine il- 
lustrator whom he had never fig- 
ured on marrying. He walks out 
with a curtain line that is a honey— 
not a gag, but possessed of a lot of 
meaning. 

Tom and Daisy had been sweet- 
hearts in every sense. Their affair 
had been such that each felt free 
of any strings. While Daisy is in 
Paris for a working trip he meets 
Ce and they are engaged in a 
month. He feels Daisy won't object. 
She takes it like a thoroughbred, 
but with a definite unworded indi- 
cation that her love for him will last 
all his life. 


Ce and Tom are married for near- 
ly a year before Tom and Daisy 
again meet. Each needs the men- 
tal stimulus that their contact had 
provided. Daisy’s exhibition of 
paintings isn’t quite good enough 
while Tom's skill in choosing scripts 
has become somewhat blurred. 
When he comes to her flat their few 
minutes of bubbling exchange 
points to the missing contact. In 
his Connecticut home they meet 
again. Ce has invited some of 
Tom’s artistic friends on the occa- 
sion of his birthday. Daisy had ac- 
cepted because she wanted to know 
the kind of a woman he married. 
Upon learning she takes an abrupt 
leave. Understanding comes to Tom 
just then. 


For the lighter touches the au- 
thor introduces a red-headed former 
pugilist, one Richard Regan with 
tin ear and the hearty voice and 
manner. The sharp contrast of that 
cheracter to the polish of the oth- 
ers brings laughter. Regan is but- 
ler and cook to Tom to whom he 
is much attached, but cannot jibe 
with the missus who wants him 
dismissed. Red comes back from 
town pretty well loaded—ale, be- 
cause it’s quicker than beer. He has 
been trying to get up nerve to quit. 
That scene between Howard and 
William Gargan is one of the most 
enjoyable of play. Gargan has been 
around playing detective parts as a 
rule, but his Regan is by far his 
best and the first nighters went for 
him in a big way. 


More capital support to the star 
performance of Howard as Tom, 
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| way, 


Drama presented by Davidson Produc- | 
ltions, Ltd., written by Frank Harvey. 
Stars Walker Whiteside, and co-staged by 
the latter with Lee C. Millar. At the 
Lyceum, N. Y., Jan. 11. $3 top. 
William Kell....ccceree William Desmond 
Harry Ca@SS..ccccrcccecess Walker Whiteside 
BileOM. .cccccccvecee educewesssas Krane Hale 
RAMNMEl..cccccccesccccccosess Carl H. Vose 
Gordon Kingsley.......++- Bartie O'Daniets 
A Government Inspector....Edward Carson 
For his first Broadway showing 


comes from Frances Fuller and Lora 
Baxter. Miss Fuller’s Daisy is un- 
erring when it comes to Tom, vi- 


tures Tom with the lure of her 


The directional shading of both 
women is no mean factor in holding 
audience interest. There are other 
good performances from Betty 
Lynne, Ilka Chase, Frederick For- 
rester and Harvey Stephens. 

The first matinee sold out, which 
was no surprise. Howard's femi- 
nine draw has been enhanced by his 
picture appearances, and by the 
he is another good actor 
coaxed to Hollywood and recaptured 
by Broadway. Ibee. 


3 Men and a Woman 





in some time, it doesn’t look 
though Walker Whiteside has cho- 
sen the right play. He might and 
probably will be able to carry it 
on the road or in stock, but for 
Broadway it won't do. 

This play was produced in Eng- 
land both as a show and as a pic- 
ture. In legit form it was ‘Cape 
Forlorn,’ and as a film, ‘The Love 
Storm.’ 

Show was brought into town 
rather suddenly, an angle on this 
being that while other veteran stars 
stick to touring Whiteside takes his 
New York chance. But unless he 


as 















—= 
Comedy drama in three acts presented at Pla S Abroad 
the Booth, Dec. 18, by Paul Streger; 
adapted from the Hungarian of Laszlo 
Fodor by Bertram Block; Mary Ellis and 
Basil Sydney starred, staged by the pro- 
ducer, 
Hollander. ....+s+eeeee+e++2--Robert vivian| ORPHEE AUX ENFERS| who aiways gets out of troubles 
Leopold knseeeee Ddanenthy ae * Johnsrud by his skill as a clever gambler 
Marianne...... eeseeeeess+Cora Witherspoon ‘Orpheus in ? 
Count Rehberger....e...-Frederick Roland ‘Oo enee Hades’) and the - cheek of the typically 
LENZ. .sesseeeeseeeeeeeesees- Lionel Braham | Operetta in three acts and nine scenes by | French Figaro of the low class and 
TOrh.. sive eeesseeeeMary Ellis| Hector Cremieux and Ludovic Halevy.| does not know any pang of ¢ 
FTONZ.sessseseveseeeeees-Clarence Derwent | Music by Jacques Offenbach. Revived by| science, Pallenberge play a 
PAaul....cosesseveseeceseessss-Stuart Casey} the Isola brothers at the Mogador, Paris, : aitenvers plays the role 
Customer..... evecesccccee+++-hasil Sydney | Jan. 2. quietly and with great effect. He 
Rae SPAN 6 Ss cadens o6o6 see: Bs SEIOOrE SNUOR oe 5 ckc dans de6adecaccar Max Dearly} does not create an impossible car- 
Berta. «-ssssreseseeseveesees Hazel Nagley Aristee-Pluton ..,...+.+-,lucien Muratore| icature, but a human being who 
og ERE ss oe A ee Sugene Powers | Eurydice .....++e+++e++s+++Marise Beaujon - fon ahewestine « . ; 
OMT BUM e ccccccccescccsesees Felix Oudart Me sed = his chat ree and polite 
Perh: i script ‘Jewel Robbery’ | QPDRCUS creereeeereeeereesees Adrien Lamy | falsehood and in spite of all his bad 
erhaps in script ‘Jewel Robbery | Mercury .............+.+-Maurice Porterat| character is likeable. No shade of 
looked like a good thing, but as a] Diane .............0008 Jeanne Saint-Bonnet/| q point of a joke is lost. Iver 
play it was rather disappointing. ne se GUID. «2 ceases: 0s eee bare word is made to count to its full. 
Pace tepid and the indicated | COnWh vcrrcrescsteeeeees: “Monette Dinay | est. 
chances are red rather than black. | Juno ..........cceeeeesseees sed Alice Soulie Everything around Pallenberg ig 
It isn’t high drama nor melo- sciminmesell just accessory, even if there are 
drama, the comedy is sparse and Success of the revival of ‘Vie| in the cast really good actors like 
the novelty not so much, Latter | Parisienne,’ 80-year-old Offenbach | Peter Lorre, Hans Deppe and F rie. 
factor should have pyramided the|operetta, also induced the Isola} drich Ettel. And that’s a pity, be- 
other features for the romance Of |prothers to revive ‘Orpheus in| cause the play rather becomes a 
this play am not impress as allur-| Hades.’ It can hardly be called a| farce than a temporary satirical 
ing enough to counter the 1 est that | revival because the current presen- comedy. Anyhow it looks like a 
was not so good, even with such tation by Max Dearly is entirely | great local success. Magnus. 
star names as Mary Ellis and Basil | qifferent from the classical direc- ; 
Sydney. tion of the play. 
It is that two star combination it is now less a light operetta 
| 





a flair for affairs, which her wealthy | 
husband is quite well aware of. 
after cleaning out a leading jewelry 
making and is almost snared by the 
police. 

First 


act promised much more 
than developed later. Teri, the}! 
fastidious wife of a banker, ‘calls 


at the shop to buy a 20-carat dia- 
mond solitaire. Among those pres- 
ent is her current lover. The rob- 
ber and confederates strip the show 
cases, lock the men in the safe and | 
make a get-away. Last little thing 
filched is Teri’s nice new ring. 

She is much annoyed, but at her 
home that evening the ring turns 
up in her own jewel box and the 
romantic robber puts in a personal 
appearance. A fake pinch is staged 
and Teri finds herself at supper 
within the home of the strange 
lover, with whom she makes a ren- 
dezvous at Nice. 

The story isn’t very exciting, in | 





obtains a better play the spirit is 
admirable if not profitable. Reason 


for the sudden decision to bring 
‘Three’ into the Lyceum isn’t 
known. 

With the exception of the star 


and William Desmond, there are 
few worthy performances from the 
cast. Improved direction and cast- 
ing would have aided the piece’s 
chances. It doesn’t take long, be- 
tween the title and the first few 
minutes, to figure what will follow. 
It remains therefore only to estab- 
lish in what manner the playwright 
has chosen to work it o:e 


William Kell (Desmond) is the 
keeper of a lighthouse off New Zea- 
land and is no youngster. His wife, 
Bileen (Franc Hale), is youthful 
and promiscuous. Very. During 
her husband’s absences she has 
joined the second, in charge, Henry 
Cass (Whiteside), but deserts them 
both when Gordon Kingsley is 
wrecked in his motorboat on the 
lighthouse rocks. 


Kingsley (Barrie O’ Daniels) is at- 
tempting to escape the police for 
embezzling the funds of a building 
and loan and wherein Kell had de- 
posited his life savings. Listening 
to the radio Cass hears a broad- 
cast of Kingsley’s crime and a per- 


sonal description of him. It all 
leads to a fight between Cass, 
Kingsley and Bileen, the woman 


trying to murder Cass with her new 
lover’s gun, 

Kell finally becomes suspicious, 
his wife confesses her actions with 
Cass, the latter claims she never 
would accede to his demands, but 
does tell Kell of the wife’s plan 
run away with Kingsley. Cass has 
let the beacon go out, it’s a sign to 
calling the shore relief boat, and 
as the vessel draws near, Kingsley 
kills himself on the rocks. Kell 
tells his wife to go ashore with 
the relief, she sneaks the stolen 
money from the dead man’s coat 
left behind, and Whiteside brings 
the curtain down with a mild laugh 
at his disappointment at finding the 
money gone. 


There is suspense only in the 
third act, while all during the first 
two frames there’s an off-stage 
noise to simulate the surf—annoy- 
ing after a while. 

Whiteside’s characterization is 
excellent. Even with the slow mov- 
ing story he brings some life to it. 
When he's off there’s a lull. 
Desmond registers as the lighthouse 


, : ie 
fact, it seemed phoney in the ab- | 
sence of expected telling comedy. 
When Teri exhibits her love for 


gems over passion the robber asks 
whether she expected to have an 
affair with an emerald. That got 
a laugh, the only one of the evening. 
Principal support of the leads 
are Cora Witherspoon, Teri’s best 


friend, Clarence Derwent, as her 
husband, Stuart Casey, her lover, 
Lionel Sraham, the  biustering 


guard at the jeweler’s and Eugene 
Powers, the robber’s confederate. 
‘Jewel Robbery’ may have been 
intended to be satire, but it seemed 
only mildly so. Ibee. 


BLACK TOWER 


Presented by Ben Stein; written by 
Ralph Murphy and Lora Baxter. Based on 
the short story, ‘Wine of Anubis,’ by Crit- 
tendon Marriott. Staged by Sidney Sal- 


kow. At the Harris theatre, N. Y., Jan. 
11, $3 top. 
Dr. Eugene Ludlow......Walter Kingsford 


Inspector Quirk.........Raymond Bramley 
Sylvia Knight..............Mabel Grainger 
Nick Rumsey..........J. Anthony Hughes 
Professor Steiffits.......John F. Hamilton 


PE Sechanesss seeeseesees+s-Thomas Blake 
MOON Seccosioes seeeeeeees Katherine Squire 
I Gs ide0seewedseseeekuneed Clay Cody 





Much of the material which has 
been used in practically every 
boogey man play. It will possibly 
hang around for a little while to 
small money, helped by its cheap 
hook-up. 

‘Black Tower’ has a sliding pancl 
for an elevator; a trap door fire 
place, secret passages, and all the 
familiar hokus-pokus including the 
soft witted servant. It tells of Dr. 
Ludlow (Walter Kingsford) who 
wants to preserve life in the form 
of an imperishable statue, achieved 
by an injection into the victim 
while the latter is alive. 

Suspense is pretty well maintain- 
ed while detectives (Raymond 
Bramle and Thomas Blake) try to 
get the goods on the human petri- 
fier. These three men try to save 
both Sylvia Knight (Mabel Grain- 
ger) and Puddy Strickland (Herbert 
Rudley) from the miffistrations of 
Ludlow, succeeding with the for- 
mer but not the latter with the fin- 
ished product of the doctor, as ex- 
emplified in the petrified Strick- 
land, described but not seen. Ends 
with the doctor killed by his own 
machinery. 

Sidney Salkow has done a pretty 
good directing job, but left the sec- 
ond act curtain rather flat. Cast 
handle themselves well with the 





keeper husband. A short cast and 
only one set. 





script co-authored by Ralph Mur- 
phy, a scenario writer and director 
out Hollywood way. 





a glamorous figure as a woman with | 


and Paul Streger’s production that ithan a spectacular production of the 


Sydney is a well dressed robber and | crew. 


store in Vienna, he turns to love} fvucien Muratore, tenor, and Marise 


| Felix Oudart, who appears only in 








Hote! Astor, New York 
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LE ROI MASQUE 


stand out in this play from the|revue type. The French apparently (The Masked King) 
Hungarian, Miss Ellis sexy in/do not take kindly to this jazzing Play in three acts and eight scenes by 
gowns that cling to her made/jof their classics. } Jules Romains. the R 


Produced by 
inter is at the rheatr I 


ths- 
child 


galle, 
Par 


Production is ambitious and nice- | 
ly done. About 150 people appear 


on the stage and there's a big stage About and for homo-sexuals, 
The three names heading the Play is repellant to anyone but 
|cast are Max Dearly, comedian; those looking for this particular 
R : . type of writing. Production is a 
' vs q " > ars *s ‘ 
sjeaujon, also of the ope Te. Mura-} fiop and hardly in line with other 
{tore is still very good, Beaujon’s | yyjes Romains hits. 
|} part would gain it played by an Apart from its subject, the play 
actress not from the opera, where : ‘ 


is bad as a play. 
by Louis Jouvet. 
rule at the 
fine. 

Piece really begins with the sec- 


It has been staged 
The sets as is the 
Pigalle, are exceedingly 


voice is practically the only reaui- 
site, and Max Dearly doesn’t seem 
to exert himself. The two hits are 


jthe last act, and Monette Dinay,| ond act, showing the impoverished 
who gives an excellent performance | ink mecting a sales girl in a de- 


as Cupid. Balance of the perform- 


: : , partment store. Monarch goes back 
ers are satisfactory in minor parts. 


to his country and inducing the girl 


tT o “ rlic rirle , ¢ AH ya e : * 
pe: games girls who 2 —— to follow disguised as a midship- 
> ‘ . ray s * > aCe , - : 2 : 
- Af ™ ty — Rn re replaced by | man. When his wife catches him 
. a oO = sussian femmes. kissing the supposed midshipman 
=. L > roamc«c * 
Fhey Jack the precision of the | 4 psychoanalyst deduces the ruler 
former but give a good performance. | j, 4 pervert, which immediately 
r veg igen ed the ee wins him the allegiance of the court 
7“ rg a i oys of the Con-| cjique of pansies. Show concludes 
serve ‘e sc : . . 
: py ee age : y os ny of ‘. aves on the girl appearing in a gown 
story is that of a music master! and kissing the king. It’s all very 
of ancient Thebes whose _ wife] cow 
elopes with Pluto, god of Hades, Julien Carette does well as the 
after the latter has seduced her. 


: king’s tutor as also Jacques Dumes- 
In the second act, which takes place . — 


aegis + Fhe toteygg Nol eevee Biter yp nil. Payen does an amusing imper- 
in heaven, 1e complains to Jupiter | conation of the old courtier who 
while Pluto denies the abduction. | yanqas the pansies The girl is 

. c . < . “. . 
Last act shows Jupiter carrying on 


charmingly played by Janine Guise. 
Bhe is a looker and can act. Mazi. 


OUT OF TOWN REVIEW 
DORIS KENYON 


(‘Lyric Silhouettes’) 


Los Angeles, Jan. 12. 

Doris Kenyon made her local de- 
but as a concert artiste before an 
audience of picture friends who 
paid to pay her tribute. For the 
rest of the audience that half- 
filled the drab Philharmonic Audi- 
torium, paper was the rule. The 
concert field is one where unless the 
name has established a concert rep, 
that fans won't take a chance. In 
this case, Miss Kenyon was sold 
as part of a usual concert course 
by L. E. Behymer, who has to take 
unknown artists in order to get the 
McCormacks, Kreislers, Tibbetts, 
and Schipas. 

As a novelty, Miss Kenyon should 
please the concert addicts with her 
12 character numbers sung in Enge 


an investigation in Pliuto’s domain 
in order to find the missing woman, 
which he does in Pluto’s boudoir. 
Final scene is a bacchanal in In- 
ferno, and the woman turned into 
a Bacchante so that she need not 
return to earth with her music 
master husband, 

Whole thing, apart from a little 
serious singing by Muratore and 
Marise Beaujon, who do the elcp- 
ing, is nothing but comedy, intro- 
duction of girls and ballet with 
dances breaking in on every pos- 
sible pretense. In fact, some dan- 
cing not in the original production 
has been injected, and there is now 
rather too much of it. The comedy 
has been rejuvenated and modern- 
ized. 

Orchestra of 50, under G. Diot, 
gives a satisfactory rendition of the 
delightful music, many numbers of 
which are classics for the audience. 
However, unless something is done 
prett¥ soon to boost receipts it will 
not be a happy venture, due to cost 
of production and heavy nut, Prin- 
cipals have run of play contracts. 

Mavi. 


. lish, German, French, Japanese, 
DIE NEMO-BANK modern Greek, Hungarian, and 
Pl itt by Louis V il. G Spanwe. 
ay written y Louis Verneuil. +er- 
man translation by Alfred Polgar. Pre- Possessing more than the usual 


sented by Max Reinhardt. 
Verneuil. Scenery, Ernst Schuette. Casts: 
Max FPaellenoets, BOS Bawerds, Feer) oases 


Lorre, Herbert Huebner, Else Bassermann, 


Hans Deppe, Herman Wlach, Ferdinand 

vy. Alten, Fritz Alberti, Carl Joensson, 
things to make 
big money quick- 


Hans Schirmeisen, Rudolf Amendt, Er- 
ly! 


hart Stettner, Walter Schramm-Duncker, 
Wolfgang Frees, Erich Walter, Friedrich 

ist—He invested in stocks that 
were wiped out. 


Ettel. At Komoedie theatre, Berlin. 

Louis Verneuil has written a 

satirical play on our mixed up 

times with its bank and economic 
crisis and with one serious and one 

2nd—He invested in Building and 

Loan that did not turn out 

as anticipated. 

3rd—He bought un a iot of Real 

Estate that would not move. 


laughing eye tells us that material 
THE MAN that took advantage of 


success is not all we have learned 
the best and soundest the Country 


in our schoolbooks. 
The German idiom calls a man 
had to offer invested his money in 
an Annuity is sitting pretty, and 


who made his way by dubious tricks 
laughing at the “get rich quick’ 


Direction Louis (Continued on page 56) 











and back stair policy a ‘schieber,’ 
verbally transiated a ‘pusher.’ 

Such a ‘schieber,’ a profiteer of a 
bank manager is pictured by Ver- 
neuil, and he has written this role 
for Max Pallenberg personally. Pal- |] 
lenberg takes frank revenge as he 
had announced, on the Viennese 
Amstelbank. While he and his wife, 
(ritzi Massary, made a trip around 
the world, they had deposited with 


For further information, see 


that bank a considerable part of 
their money and it was lost. Pal- . 
lenberg had intended to write a 


play and take a sock on bank man- 
agers in general. Verneuil saved 
him this work with his play ‘La 
Banque Nemo. Verneuil is no bit- 
ter cynic, but a charming, some- 
times biting causeur who tells us 
the story of a lucky fellow whom 
even the greatest tricks cannot 
harm. 

Pallenberg plays 


KEMP 


551 Fifth Ave. N. Y. C. 
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London Show World 





London, Jan. 10, 

Bargains te Pep Trade _ 
Cheaper prices in second-runWest 
End film theatres is the latest de- 
pression-combatting move by Gau- 

mont British. 

This circuit, which has been gin- 
gered up lately, is cutting its prices 
at the Astoria, its second run house 


near the Dominion, by four cents 
on the cheapest seats and by 60 
cents on the dearest. Top price 


was $1.20 before it was halved. 





John Longden, promising trouper, 
has formed his own company, with 
private packing, and is starting pro- 
ducing for himself in the Blattner 
studios, Elstree. 

His first is ‘Smash and Grab,’ ref- 
erence to the auto bandits. 





Another film venture under way 
fs a move to take over the Wal- 
thamstow studios of Audible Film- 
eraft, which Filmcraft leased to a 
small concern recently, and float a 
eompany to do shorts. 

A number of city underwriters 
are interested privately, with an ex- 
member of parliament one of the 
men behind the scheme. 


Dubbing as Side Line 

Dubbing of Continentals is prov- 
ing remunerative for British pro- 
ducers. Adrian Brunel, director, 
who has had a tough break since 
the talkers started, has left for 
Rome to cinch two features made by 
Pittaluga. 

A trio of English actors will make 
the trip to supply the voice end, 


Herbert Wilcox has just finished 
Jack Buchanan’s talker, ‘Good 
Night, Vienna.’ 

British Tastes, U. S. Film 


Looking back over 1931, it is 
pretty obvious American pictures 
did not smash home in the English 
market as they used to. 

Too many of the subjects were 
alien to the British mind, and the 
improvement of home product fig- 
ured, too. 

Although it came right at the end 
of the year, ‘The Champ’ probably 
drew the biggest press rave of any 
American talker of the year, despite 


the appeal of ‘Front Page’ to the 
discerning, 
‘Five Star Final,’ although good 


at the box office, has never threat- 
ened to become a rave. The Cheva- 
lier rave over here thinned down 
considerably, no doubt due to the 
falling off of his product, and Con- 
stance Bennett now rates as the 
biggest picture draw this side. 


Lift Specified 

‘The Jazz Hounds,’ the reproduc- 
tion of the Brittan Band, originally 
employed by Naughton and Gold 
during their recent American tour, 
is shortly going on tour with Nervo 
and Knox, Billy Caryll and Dehaven 
and Page in support of. Naughton 
and Gold. 

Show was recently put on at the 
Palladium. Owing to expense, the 
present arrangement is to book 
Naughton and Gold and Dehaven 
and Page on the same bill, with the 
proviso they do the Brittan thing 
ey utilize the other acts on the 

ill. 

Thirty weeks already lined up, 
including General Theatres and the 
Paramount chain. In the latter case 
they are told they can use some of 
the boys in the orchestra. 


Hartley Power, the American, 
who went through the long run of 
‘The Improper Duchess,’ has ap- 
Plied for English naturalization 
papers. Few American stage folk 
change their allegiance. Layton 
and Johnstone were about the last. 


Ivy Shilling, the Australian dan- 
cer, is to be married shortly to Dr. 
John E. Ryan of Harley Street, 


London, the Park Avenue of the 
medical profession. 
Low Gross Success Ends 
Officially due to the illness of 


Ralph Lynn and the fact he must 
take a sea voyage for the benefit 
of his health, ‘Turkey Time,’ latest 


of the Aldwych farces, is closing 
shortly, 

‘Turkey Time’ has_ probably 
srossed less than any of the Ald- 


Wych plays, all of which have been 
Successes, due to the bad accident 
fom Walls sustained, and the ab- 
sence 





from the cast of Winifred 
Shotter, 
_Lord Charles Cavendish’s mar- 
Tilage to Adele Astaire will take 


Place as soon after the end of the 
Band Wagon’ run as possible. 


The couple will probably live 
mostly in Lismore Castle, Ireland, 
One-half of which noble pile was 


recently let to Harold Burrows. 


Taylor Heads ‘Dispatch’ 
-nsation in Fleet street was the 
appointment of William H. Taylor 
48 editor of the ‘Sunday Dispatch,’ 
the Northcliffe weekly, 

Taylor was assistant editor for 
Some years and remained on when 


c 
. 





W. Adcock took over the editorship 
from Bernard Falk. 

Adcock lasted five weeks in the 
chair. His withdrawal was sudden. 
Taylor is probably the most popu- 
lar executive in the entire field of 
English journalism. 
the film circle get- 

more complicated. 
Guild exists for 
crowd players and 


Mlubs in 
ting more and 
The Film Artists 
the benefit of 
others. 

The man who recently ran it left, 
and formed Film Industries Club on 
the old Guild site, and now boasts 
a membership of around 500. 


are 





News theatres in this country are 


doing very well, considering the 
depression. A new one opens in 
Birmingham shortly, with British 


Movietone News the backbone of 
the program, 


West End Films Weak 

Film theatres in the West End of 
London are now running badly into 
the red, evidenced in a variety of 
ways, not the least of which is the 
sudden cuts in the advertising 
sheets. 

Even ‘The Champ’ went into a 
decline during its second week, and 
never suggested warranting a third. 

‘Five Star Final,’ on the other 
hand, picked up, following word of 
mouth advertising. 

As soon as the ‘last week’ 
went up the ‘Congress 
grosses began rocketing again, and 
this picture stands out as one of 
the smash hits of the year in Lon- 
don. 


board 
Dances’ 


Radio As Music Plug 
Reg Low is leaving Francis, Day 
& Hunter, music publishers. He has 


been ‘professional manager’ there 
for years. 

The real reason is that there is 
no longer any need for a _ profes- 
sional manager, The job used to 


consist mainly in plugging numbers. 


Now, as a result of the radio, 
numbers need no plugging. They 
go on their own merits or fail. Low 


says he will concentrate on turning 


out more songs. He recently au- 
thored a successful Gracie Fields 
number. 





Show’s Round Trip 

‘The Queen’s Husband’ company 
at the Ambassadors, will play up 
till the last moment, and sail Feb. 5 
for Canada, due on the 14th, open- 
ing 15th in Ottawa, then Toronto, 
Montreal and Halifax, sailing back 
March 18, reopening here March 28 
in the same piece. The trip will 
take exactly six weeks, and the fact 
that they reopen here is a novelty 
in theatricals. 


‘The Barretts of Wimpole Street’ 
closed to a £1,600 week, and was 
succeeded by a revival of ‘The 
Farmer’s Wife,’ which isn’t doing 
nearly so well. It was figured the 
popularity of Cedric Hardwicke, 
who is playing his original part, 
would do six good weeks’ business, 
but this doesn’t look so promising. 


‘Bow Bells’ Set 

After the opening of ‘Bow Bells’ 
at the Hippodrome, the libraries 
contracted for £20,000 worth of 
seats over a period of 10 weeks, 
with option of an additional £5,000. 
The house has a splendid clientele 
from out-of-town and this, with 
the merits of the show, which is 
being whipped into shape, should 
record a profit for the venture. 

The stage salary list is in the 
neighborhood of £1,000 per week, 
and with two shows daily it can 
play to £6,000 per week, so that 
even if business is not capacity, it 
will be well out of the red. 


Archibald Forbes, the man who 
is to revolutionize the British film 
industry, and who has submitted 
plans for the building of studios at 
Stanmore, admits having a capital 


of 70 pounds ($350 at par). 


Quits Comedie 
Paris, Jan. 8. 

Marcelle Romee, Comedie Fran- 
caise actress, has officially resigned 
from the state subsidized stand in 
order to devote herself to pictures, 
which, she bring her more 
money and less headaches. 

Her resignation has made it pos- 
sible to include as associated mem- 
ber of the company Jean Weber, 
who, up to date, was on the proba- 
tion list as ‘pensionnaire.’ 


says, 


NATION AFFRONTED 
Paris, Jan. 9. 
The French ambassador in 
Sweden has successfully 
against a review shown 
which Marianne, who represents the 
French Republic as Uncle Sam per- 
sonifies the States, was shabbil 
dressed, ran a disorderly house, and 
cheated at cards. 
Show has been amended follow- 
ing the protest 


protested 


there in 


British Actor Ban on 
Another American, but 


French Musicians 0. K. 





London, Jan. 18. 
Latest American actor to be 
barred performing here is 
3en Welden, who came over five 


from 


* + Soe 2 "s ; a’ * ~ a ‘ > € >? 
years ago in the cast of ‘Broadway. 


He 


stayed, 


married an Englishwoman 
Ruling now is that he may remain 
but must 
not seek work. If he -sticks, with- 
out working, six months mere, how- 


in England if he wishes, 


ever, he can apply for permanent 
residence papers, which would al- 
low him to work here again, if 


granted. 

In opposition to the foreign actor 
banning, the Ray Ventura Band, 
French, has been granted a permit 
to open today (18), at the Pal- 
ladium. Jack Hylton will handle the 
baton, which may be the answer. 


Paris, Jan. 18. 
has been decorated 
of the Legion of 


Jack Hylton 
with the Cross 
Honor. 

3andleader was honored 
war-time performances, 


BRITISH CONTRACT HAS 
TWO-WEEK PAY CLAUSE 


London, Jan. 8. 
of British Equity was 
held Jan. 4 at the Irish Club to con- 
sider draft of the new standard 
contracts now being drawn up by 
Equity for them, later to be sub- 
mitted to the managers. 

Following broadly on the lines of 
American Equity, British decided on 
different contracts for. straight 
shows, musicals, and tours. Chorus 
work is to have a separate type of 
contract, too. 

The contracts all follow logically 
from the Valentine standard sheets 
now in vogue between n.anager and 
actor, but contain some important 
concessions for the trouper. First 
of these is the fortnight engage- 
ment clause, which is added to the 
‘run of the play’ clause. 

This is to be inserted with a view 
to seeing players get at least a 
fortnight’s money for plays which 
fold within a few days. 

Time for approval during re- 
hearsal is to be seven instead of 
14 days, while production may. not 
rehearse more than a month with- 
out the actors drawing salary. 

All troupers understudying parts, 
but not engaged specifically as 
under-studies are to be paid extra, 
with six times the amount extra 
given them for each performance 
when they actually portray the lead 
character, 

Instant dismissal clause for the 
people who miss entrances is to be 
eased, so that fines are imposed on 
the first two occasions. 

No player is to give his services 
during the broadcasting of a play 
from the theatre, or the filming of 
part of it, without receiving extra 
salary. 

When the draft was put to the 
meeting there was a demand for the 
contract to be based on payment per 
performance and not on an eight- 
show week basis, as it stands. 


Empires P. A.’s Quit 


London, Jan. 18. 
Entire publicity department of 
Moss Empires is out via the resig- 
nation route. Comprises M. J. Mc- 
Keigue, George Elliott and Frank 


for his 





Meeting 


Allen. Latter is son of the Frank 
Allen, who at one time was the 
Moss Empires’ general director, 


Also resigning is A. G. Wingrove, 
head of the vaudeville booking de- 
partment. 





West End Prospect 


London, Jan. 18. 
to Moderate,’ an amusing 
about golddiggers, opened 
at the Embassy to a cordial recep- 


‘Rough 


comedy 





tion. 
It’s almost certain candidate 


West End, 


an 


for the 


Paris, Jan. 18, 
Noel Coward's play ‘Home Chat’ 
opened at the Mathurins in an 
adaptation by Madeleine Lindauer 
and retitled ‘When Derailed.’ 
} Not so good from any standpoint. 


| 
COWARD PLAY NO SMASH 
| 
| 


and | 








Palladium Program of 12 Acts 
Has Nine Aliens, Three Americans 








+ 
. * . ~ 

" London, Jan. 18. 

Pavilion Likely Home aes seh Se 2a 
M .: 6 ’ alladium has a 12-ac ill cure 
Of . usical Dubarry rent, including nine foreign turns, 

ma bt g . . 
London, Jan. 18. ieomprising three American, one 
Despit newspaper = announce- | Russian, German, Spanish, French, 
ments to the effect Stanley Scott's : ' 
: Italian and Roumanian. 


German musical, ‘Dubarry’ is 


Lfomy, 


into His Majesty’s, report is that 
the piece may shows up at the 
Pavilion toward the end of March. 
Decision will be made this week, | 
after Scott returns from a trip to 


Berlin at the Pavilion 
owners. 

Cochran's the Pavilion 
has some time to run with him lay- 
ing down $2,205 weekly and collect- 
ing only $1,750 from BIP on a sub- 
lease. With BIP moving out any- 
way at the end of March, 

An all-star ‘Julius Ceasar’ will go 
into His Majesty’s next month 
a stopgap. 


request of the 


lease of 


as 


Re-Lease Leicester Sq.? 


London, 18, 

With the arrival of Bo Dowling, 
expected here soon, there is a likeli- 
hood RKO-Pathe will renew its 
lease on the Leicester Square thea- 
tre for another year. 

During Basil Dean’s management 
the house lost $105,000 last year, 
but business has now improved. 
Rental has been reduced from $2,625 
to $1,925, meaning that the house 
ought to break even now. 


Jan, 


Race Clash as Comedy 


° ° 
A Success in Vienna 
18, 

‘Bride from ‘Torozko’ is a new 
hit at Reinhardt’s Josefstadt thea- 
tre. Play as written by Otto In- 
dig, a young Hungarian, is clever, 
and ought to make the grade every- 
where. 

Story has to do with racial preju- 
dices against Jews, handled in a 
comedy vein. 


Vienna, Jan. 


French Idols Passing 
Paris, Jan. 9. 

That slamming Chevalier and 
other popular names on the screen 
should be countenanced by Paris’ 
audiences, shows that conditions 
have changed since, when a few 
months back, an entertainer was 
booed off the stage of the Empire 
for trying that sort of wit. In an 
animated Pathe Natan cartoon cur- 
rently inserted in their newsreel, 
Chevalier is shown as swallowing 
silver dollars thrown him. 

In the same cartoon, Mistinguette 
is said to ‘be the Mistinguette of 
our grandfathers and our grand- 
children.’ Also, at the cabaret of 
the Clochards, entertainer Dax gets 
a laugh when he says that a spot 
light on Mistinguette is ‘like a 
moonbeam on ruins.’ She is 64, 


, 
Eva’s Quest 
Paris, Jan. 8. 

Eva le Gallienne is returning to 
New York via London next month. 

She is frankly disappointed with 
plays she saw in Europe and has 
turned her attention to ‘Alice in 
Wonderland’ which she will do next 


fall as she did ‘Peter Pan’ at the 
Civic Repertory Theatre. 
Pre-London Runs 
London, Jan. 18, 


Cc. B. Cochran has decided to give 
all his future shows an indef run 
in Manchester prior to London. 

Decision is a result of the 
cess he’s currently having in Man- 
chester with ‘Helen.’ 


suc- 


SEIZED AS THIEF 
Mexico City, Jan. 15. 

Roberto Alexander, female im- 
personator, who claims to have 
played American vaude circuits and 
picture houses in big U. S. cities, 
is under arrest here accused of a 
series of thefts. 

Alexander, born in Mexico of 
American parents, is alleged to have 
looted scores of homes in fashion- 
able districts here under the guise 
of a prospective furnished room 
renter. Police found numerous 
feminine garments and accessories 
among his effects. 


ijtheir booking was only 


Hyde 


mid-ocean, sailing from Africa, and 


and Burrill were wired in 


settled Jan. 


13. They are the second headliner. 


Ray Continental 
Jack 
Band 


Ventura band, 


aggregation, sponsored by 
Hylton, headlined and scored. 
one week and is a 
but 


prevent playing a 


is only in for 


gzood holdover, other bookings 


repeat week, 


London ‘Sisters’ Off 


London, Jan. 18. 


‘Stepping Sisters’, being prepared 
for production here by Jack Waller 
and Parnell & Zeitlin, is temporarily 
off due to casting headaches. 

Maisie Gay, originally scheduled 
for the lead, is out, and is flirting 
with John Murray Anderson for his 
next revue, which is being financed 
by A. E. Stone, owner of the Prince 
Edward. 


Harbach to Watch ‘Cat’; 
London Star in Doubt 


Otto Harbach, composer of ‘The 
Cat and the Fiddle,’ sailed for Lon- 
don Wednesday (12) on the Olympic 
to supervise a London production of 
the piece. 

Musical goes into the Palace, 
London, for C. B. Cochran on a per- 
centage basis with Max Gordon. 
Macklin Megley sailed on the same 
ship to represent Gordon's interest 
in the London productior, Megiey 
will assist in the staging there as 
he did on the original in New York, 





London, Jan. 18. 
Palace management is still try- 
ing to line up a femme lead for ‘Cat 
and the Fiddle.” Attempt being 
made to get Marie Burke, but un- 
likely Stoll will release her from 
‘Waltzes of Vienna.’ Alternate at- 
tempt being made to get Renate 
Mueller, German film actress, 
Miss Mueller’s name comes up as 
a result of the hit she scored in 
‘Sunshine Susie’ (Gainsborough). 





Serial Printing Hurts 
London, Jan. 10. 

The reprinting of the script of 
‘Cavalcade’ in the ‘London Daily 
Mail’ is said by some to have dented 
the advance bookings. 

In the case of ‘Cavalcade’ it Is 
futile to talk of present receipts, 
as every performance is booked up 
weeks in advance. 

The Northcliffe papers paid £5,000 
to Cochran for the right of repro- 
ducing the book, but some say the 
theatre has received no good from 
the printing. 


Fix Between Shows 
Toledo, Jan, 18. 


The Valentine theatre, Toledo's 
oldest showhouse is being remod- 
eled. New seats will be installed 
and the interior redecorated. A new 
lobby has been arranged for and a 
giant marquee will re place the old 
one, 

Performances have not been 
terrupted, the work going on 
tween 11 p. m. and 11 a. m. 


in- 
be- 





HAWKES’ U FILM 
Hollywood, Jan. 18. 
About a year ago Howard Hawkes 
contracted to make one picture for 
Universal. He is now on that lot 
and will direct ‘Suicide Club.’ 
Picture will star Bela Lugosi. 





Sayag Sale Off 
Paris, Jan, 9. 

Auction sale of furniture and 
properties of Sayag’s Ambassadeurs 
theatre and restaurant was with- 
drawn at the last moment. 

Sayag paid something on account 
to his creditor, resulting in a re- 





prieve. 
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Power of the Press? 


Telegram went to Governor John 
Garland Pollard, from Oliver Owen 
Kuhn, managing editor of the 
Washington ‘Star,’ protesting 
against alleged brutal treatment of 
Joe Roberts, photographer for 
Hearst’s Washington ‘Herald,’ by a 
state policeman during the funeral 
of Mrs. Agnes Boeing Ilsey, mur- 
dered Middleburg society woman, in 
Lynchburg. 

Kuhn also took exception to the 
way the officer, T. F. Stafford, 
treated other newspapermen, seizing 
their cameras and plates and taking 
them before a magistrate. Magis- 
trate released the c.2meramen and 
plates saying there was no law to 
uphold Stafford, 

Investigation has been started, 
according to statement from gov- 
ernor. 

Meanwhile the Virginia assembly 
has received a petition from 14 at- 
torneys to remove Judge Thomas 
B. Robertson of Hopewell from of- 
fice. Robertson sent a Hopewell ed- 
itor named Mapoles to jail for 30 
days on a contempt charge when 
the newspaperman refused to tell 
who wrote a letter to his paper 
kidding the judge. 

Hopewell lawyers flocked to Ma- 
poles’ assistance and were planning 
legal fight and appeal, after bond 
had been refused the editor, when 
Roberison released Mapoles, dis- 
missing the case and blocking any 
attempt to carry it higher. Law- 
yers still trying to find some way 
to take the case into the supreme 
court, 





Village’s Faint Voice 


So long as there is a scribbler or 
artist left in Greenwich Village, 
that community will have a voice. 
Floppo of the ancient and famous 
‘Greenwich Village Quill’ has given 
birth to the ‘Greenwich Village 
Weekly News.’ 

The ‘News,’ which is weekly in 
title only, is guided by C. Grand 
Pierre, who does not need a ukelele 
to keep up his spirit, as did Bobby 
Edwards in the case of the old 
‘Quill” Assisting him are Joseph 
N. Thibault and Gerald Fitzgerald. 

Lack of money, the reasen the 
sheet is more weakly than weekly, 
gives it an odd appearance. There 
is as much printing in the sheet 
as money can be secured. Balance 
of the space is mimeographed in, 
resulting in one of the most curious 
publications gotten out anywhere. 

Pierre, in addition to publishing 
the ‘Greenwich Village Weekly 
News,’ runs the Open House, one of 
the few Village places intended for 
serious gatherings of the literati 
and allied crafts. Pierre runs his 
publication that way, too, eschewing 
dirt and the usual crazy Village ex- 
hibits. It’s as much liked by real 
Villagers as it is disappointing to 
outsiders. 





Ever Thus 


Height of publicity optimism in 
London recently goes to Rob Law- 
gon, the United Artists man and 
one of the most highly esteemed 
space men in the flicker game. 

He broadcast a stereotyped story 
about ‘Street Scene’ to every one 
of the papers. Two days later he 
sent an S.O.S. to all of them: ‘Please 
don’t print that story until you get 
the O.K.’ 

Four replied back, ‘Which story?’ 





C. P. Scott Dies 


Charles Prestwick Scott, for 57 
years editor-in-chief of ‘The Man- 
chester Guardian,’ died at Manches- 
ter an hour after the breaking of 
the New Year, 

He was one of the greatest figures 
in world journalism, holding an en- 
viable position of respect in the 
British field. He wielded a tre- 
mendous influence over the press 
here. 

He started his career as editor of 
the ‘Guardian’ when 26 years of age. 
His radical views at one time made 
him many enemies. 





Spoof on Bridge Bally 

A burlesque on bridge tourna- 
ments, made timely by the Culbert- 
son-Lenz affair, has been prepared 
by Halsey Raines of the Metre pub- 
licity staff, New York. It will be 
published by Sollinge Pub. Co. under 
the title of ‘Bridge Battle of the 
Century’ and will sell for $1. Pub- 
lication date is Monday (25). 
Foreword has been written by 
John Held, Jr. 





How It Started 
Campaign in New York to banish 
filthy mags had its inception in 
sample copies. Mistake of the pub- 
lisher was to distribute the samples 
at points near high schools and col- 
leges. When the kids brought the 
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News Company. 


Maid in Waiting ($2.50). 
Westward Passage ($2.50)... 


Only Yesterday ($3.00)........ 


Great Mouthpiece ($3.00). 
Wellington ($4.00). 





- 


BEST SELLERS 


Best sellers for week ending Jan. 9, as reported by the American 





Fiction 

Mr. and Mrs. Pennington ($2.50)..cenees+:By Francis Brett Young 
Arizona Ames ($2.00)......csescccccseess+seeessee+e-BY Zane Grey 
Man From Sing Sing ($2.00) .«eeeceesee..By HB. Phillips Oppenheim 
Week End Marriage ($2.00)... sxsceccesecessees+.-By Faith Baldwin 
és sass eeeeseoesssse++sBY John Galsworthy 
sesessecsee»- bY Margaret Ayer Barnes 
Non-Fiction 


Epic of America ($3.75). ccccccccccngescoes BY John Truslow Adams 
Mourning Becomes Electra ($2.50)... ceccccoesss. BY Eugene O'Neill 
Washington Merry Go Round ($3.00), 

*®e@e2208080088869862,33466 6% 


Ceeeces esses eetesteceesesesss » By Phillip Guedella 


eceeeesss+. by Frederick L. Allen 


.By Gene Fowler 








forwarded complaints to City Hall. 
Situation broadened when the 
‘Ballyhoo’ imitators, unable to com- 
pete with the originator in quality, 
went in for dirt. That focused at- 
tention, also, on the undraped 
models picture mags, and now the 
churchmen’s committee, working 
with the district attorney’s office, 
will go into the entire dirt mag 
situation. 

Threat of the license commission- 
er to revoke the licenses of news- 
dealers carrying dirt mags, respon- 
sible for many of these going off 
the stands already. That may ob- 
viate the necessity of any further 
action, 


Gabriel’s Tome 


Gilbert Gabriel, the ‘American’s’ 
drama critic, has completed the 
novel he has been working on, and 
has delivered the manuscript to 
Doubleday, Doran. Book is called 
‘I, James Lewis,’ and is a historical 
romance having to do with John 
Jacob Astor, first of the Astor line 
in this country. 

Gabriel was a novelist before 
turning music and then play critic. 





Big Town Recognized 


Recognition of New York as a 
point of romance is the new Harold 
Hersey . mag, called ‘New York 
Stories.’ If not clicking in three or 
four issues, off goes the title for a 
new one. 

Despite that New York is the 
locale most favored by scribblers, 
January-February. issue of ‘New 
York Stories’ contains a tale set 
down in San Francisco, which may 
mean a shortage in New York 
locales. 





Chinese Daily 

Sino-Jap fracas has whetted New 
York’s Chinese population for more 
frequent news of the situation in the 
old country, hence a number of 
moneyed Chinese are preparing to 
get out a daily, in Chinese, to be 
called the ‘Chinese Daily News.’ 

Sole Chinese daily in this country 
is one in Frisco. 





Saga of Newsreel 

Saga of the newsreel man is to be 
told by Charles Peden, a Fox news- 
reel man himself, in a book called 
‘Newsreel Man.’ Peden has already 
received an advance for the work 
from Doubleday, Doran, who hope 
to get the book out in May. 

In ‘Newsreel Man’ Peden will tell 
of the most striking adventures of 
the newsreel gatherers, not omitting 
his own part. Something of the life 
of the newsreel man is instanced by 
Peden in the case of his little daugh- 
ter, who was born in London, chris- 
tened in New York, and two months 
later was rocked to sleep in Shang- 
hai, 





Fowler’s ‘Sappho’ 

Gene Fowler, in Hollywood to 
write one picture for Radio, is also 
working on his fourth novel which 
will have a mannish femme as-hero- 
ine. Title is ‘Burning Sappho.’ 

Hollywood will be one locale of 


the story, but the lady will hail 
from Fowler's own heath, Fire 
Island. 





Polyglot Socialism 

Proposed radical mag, ‘Literature 
of the World Revolution,’ will be an 
international affair, published out of 
Moscow. Text will be in Russian, 
English, French and German. Prin- 
cipal American member of the board 
will, of course, be Michael Gold, 
with the other countries to have 
contributors in their own language. 





Chi Library Economizes 

Chicago Public Library has dis- 
continued all newspaper and mag- 
azine subscriptions for 1932 because 
of lack of funds. Library was get- 
ting over 100 daily papers from the 
leading cities of U. S. and abroad. 
Also had newspaper and magazine 
reading rooms, both principally pa- 





mags home, parents immediately 


tronized by the unemployed. 


They Come in Threes 


Despite the Cheney report, three 
new book publishing houses prepar- 
ing to get under way, in addition to 
the new H. C. Kinsey firm. 

One of the three will go in for 
poetry exclusively, admittedly the 
biggest gamble in all book publish- 
ing. This is the Paebar Publishing 
Co., which starts off with a collec- 
tion of poetry published in the New 
York ‘Times.’ Paebar Co., 2 Duane 


St., has no connection with the 
daily. 

Roman Press, another, will de- 
vote itself to the classics. Group 
behind the Roman Press got its 
start with a ‘Cocktail Card’ sold 
through book outlets. Pook con- 


nection led to the idea of book pub- 
lishing. 

Third is one of those Paris- 
American ventures with the queer 
name of To Publishers. ‘To’ stands 
for, and is supposed to be an old— 
and the real form—of The. Head- 
quarters are in Brooklyn, and To 
Publishers will issue on this side 
the scribblings of various expa- 
triate Americans in Paris. List in- 
cludes Ezra Pound, of course. 

First by To Publishers will be a 
tale by William Carlos Williams. 
Ezra Pound's story will be next, 
when and if. 


Try to Get it 

Dissolution of the concern calling 
itself Authors’ Royalties, Inc., marks 
the end of the first and only au- 
thors’ royalty collection bureau. Idea 
was admitted a good one, but the 
bureau couldn’t do any more collect- 
ing than the authors themselves. 





‘White Shadows’ Author Dead 


Succumbing to heart disease 
Frederic O’Brien, 62, traveler and 
author of ‘White Shadows in the 
South Seas,’ filmed by Metro, died 
Jan, 10, at his home in Sausalito, 
Cal. 

Until a few days before his demise 
he had been doing some special 
material for Hearst’s ‘Examiner.’ 

A sister, May Claire O’Brien, of 
New York, and a brother, Monsignor 
O’Brien, of Manila, survive. Re- 
mains were cremated. 





More Air Fan Papers 

Publishers of ‘Radio Guide,’ three 
ex-Hearst men, Will publish a radio 
daily in Baltimore shortly. ‘Radio 
Guide’ is a New York air fan mag. 

‘What's On the Air,’ another radio 
fan mag now being published 
monthly, will soon be converted to 
a weekly, 





‘Newsdom’s’ Editor Out 
Hy Wishengrad succeeded Ed 
Roth at ‘Newsdom’s’ editor’s desk 
when Roth walked last week. 
The weekly newspaper 
sheet is having a tough time. 


trade 





Power of the Press 
Karl Krug, dramatic editor and 
critic of Pittsburgh ‘Press’ for 
years, let out last week after step- 
ping on some big toes, it’s under- 
stood, 





Colmay’s Worry 
La Vie Parisienne has appointed 
Maurice Colmay its Hollywood cor- 
respondent. M. Colmay reports that 
his big difficulty is discovering items 
that live down to Hollywood's repu- 
tation in Paris. 





For last few months Krug has 
been doing a Winchell every Mon- 
day, taking in fields other than the 
theatre for his gossip, and it’s re- 
ported he stepped out of bounds 
last Monday. 





New Love Mag 

‘Seven Love Stories,’ new mag by 
the publishers of the ‘Writers’ Di- 
gest,’ will appear on the stands Jan. 
25. First issue will carry stories by 
Octavus Roy Cohen, Arthur Somers 
Roach, Ellis Parker Butler and 
Carolyn Wells. All original scripts, 





mostly purchased from Daniel 
Hampton. A. M. Mathieu is editor. 
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Ex-Stooge in Hollywood \D 





Hollywood, Jan. 18, 

This morning as f£ dusted my 
firm, white body with bath powder 
and gazed admiringly at the Greek 
god who duplicated my motions in 
the full-length mirror, a sense of 
exultation swept through my every 
fibre. I was free! Ex-stooge! 


You who have never stooged can 
see only the gayer, lighter side of 
the profession. Some of you may 
still think of a stooge as the man 
who talks back at the comedian on 
the stage. 

You see only the dizzy whirl of 
public functions which await a 
stooge in Hollywood; excellent food 
at the best banquets; good cigars 
from the master’s box; fairly beau- 
tiful women from the master’s dis- 
card; the only slightly unpleasant 
experience of swallowing an aspirin 
every time the master has a head- 
ache, 


Ah, if stooging but ended there! 
How could an outsider know that 
efficient stooging consumes the full 
24 hours of each day; that there 


comes a time when a laugh for the 
master’s pet gag chokes you. 


I have stooged for the greatest 
men in the picture industry, and 
for some of the lowest. I have 
followed them dutifully into the 


Brown Derby, Cocoanut Grove, the 
Embassy, various hotels—eating the 
same meals they eat, drinking the 
same drinks and necking the second 
best. And for all this the only price 
I pay, outwardly, is the never-fail- 
ing guarantee of my presence, a 
new gag now and then for the mas- 
ter to claim as his own, a fresh 
laugh for the master’s stale puns, 


A Stooge’s Standing 


There are some stooges—miser- 
able weaklings—who say that stoog- 
ing is better than buttling because 
a butler is not accepted as his mas- 
ter’s equal, But are we accepted? 


By the uninitiated, perhaps, but tq 
those in the know we are reviled 
We can never pay a dinner check 
because we couldn’t afford to buy 
coffee in the restaurants where we 
are eating steaks. We can never 
impress our real personalities upon 
these with whom we associate bee 
cause they are using us just as a 
stepping stone to the master’s P0d< 
ketbook. 
We must be ready upon five ming 
utes’ notice to cancel our own Plang 
and follow the master anywhere, 
If the master decides to break an 
engagement we must do it for him, 


Evens 


If the master becomes drunk we 
must become drunk with him, but 
not any drunker. If he stays sober 
we keep just as sober. 

There is no middle course for a 
stooge. He cannot be a gentle« 
man in his own circle and a caterer 
in his master’s. He must be every 
ounce a stooge, devoting his life te 
his work and smothering his soul 
in a blanket of oblivion. He must 
numb himself to the sting of cruel 
remarks from the master’s friends, 
realizing that in choosing his pro« 
fession he has sacrificed all respect 
due the truck driver, millionaire or 
brick layer. 

Yet even as I shout in the exe« 
hiliration of freedom, my mind ig 
haunted by the tales of other 
stooges who thought that they, too, 
had forever quit. Some left because 
they were tossed. Some have 
crawled back to their masters, bege 
ging for the old job. 

Will I, too, suffer this torturous 
experience? Is there no other world 
in which we may be segregated 
and build our own little government, 
create our own little amusements 
and flourish upon the respect of one 
for the other? 

Ex-stooge! The pitiable freedom 
of an escaped canary in a snow 
storm! 





Second issue of ‘Newspaper Ad- 
venture Stories,’ by same firm, out 
the same day, will carry a new de- 
partment, ‘I Just Love Reporters,’ in 
which various celebs take back- 
handed slaps at the gentlemen of 
the press. 





Chatter 

That new novel by Elissa Landi, 
the Fox picture star, not a gag. 
Called ‘House for Sale,’ and Double- 
day, Doran will publish it in April. 

Who is Therese Benson, author 
of ‘Fool’s Gold’? 

William B. Seabrook flying into 
the interior of Africa for dope on 
a new book about black voodoo. 

David Hertz married. 

Viking Press will publish the D. 
H. Lawrence pieces found after his 
death, 

John Macrae, the Dutton head, to 
Europe to talk with the firm’s for- 
eign scribblers. 


Connecticut branch of the League 
of American Penwomen throws a 
luncheon on Friday. 

Dorothy Herzog is in New York 
revising manuscript of her second 
novel, ‘Love a la Mode,’ which Ma- 
cauley will publish. Returns in two 
weeks to Hollywood. 

William Manley wrote his first 
full-length play after turning out 
something like 500 radio skits. And 
then gave the f. l. play a radio 
theme, 

Konrad Bercovici’s boy getting to 
look more and more like the old 
man. 4 

The word ‘Murder’ in more book 
titles this year than the word ‘Love.’ 

Isaac F. Marcosson doing a biog 
of David Graham Phillips. 

Olga Knopf lecturing to set the 
scene for her new book, and without 
Alan Porter’s aid, too. 

No matter what part of the 
country Harrison Smith says con- 
tributes the most or best literary 
talent, they all come to New York, 
anyhow. 

A. J. Cronin, the ‘Hatter’s Castle’ 
author, doing another one. Maybe 
a million words, maybe coupla 
million. 

The book on which Russel Crouse 
is now working has to do with a 
number of New York unsolved mys- 
teries, 

Theodora Benson is a daughter 
of Lord Charnwood, Lincoln's best 
biographer. 

That new travel book on how to 
see Los Angeles in seven days does 
not include waiting for an interview 
with Darryl Zanuck, 

Pessimistic title of Vina Delmar’s 
new book is ‘Women Live Too 
Long.’ 

Elinor Mordaunt’s new one will 


— 


carry her own name, she dispensing 
with ‘A. Riposte.’ 

‘Sun's’ book column carried a 
piece to the effect that a scribbler 
had been offered $70,000 by a pice 
ture company to do an original 
Haw! 

Louis Untermyer will lecture, 

Frank H. Simonds back td 
Europe, this time to Geneva. 

If Walter Langdon can’t get more 
than a cent and a half a word, he'll 
go back to advertising copywriting. 

More Shaw. Brentano collecting 
a number of newspaper pieces writ« 
ten by the Englishman during ware 
time, for publication in book form, 





DORIS KENYON 


(Continued from page 54) 


allotment of beauty, youth and dra« 
matic talent bestowed upon concert 
artistes, she lacks the prime requis<- 
ite: voice. To overcome this, she 
plays up the characterizations and 
suggests the vocal end. It’s a smart 
move. Vocally she is passable in 
the middle and lower registers but 
her upper leaves much to be desired. 

Program Miss Kenyon presented 
here, with exception of the two 
Japanese numbers, is reported the 
same program that she gave in 
Vienna, Berlin and New York. 

None of her numbers is heavy? 
all are of the folk song type, allows 
ing for national costumes, In both 
of her English numbers, she wears 
a 16th century costume. In two 
Irish numbers she is in male garb. 
Twice does she show the Kenyon 
form, once as a Harem slave and 
again as a Japanese. No doubt 
most of the women present wanted 
to see her in a modern gown in 
which she would be a gasp. 

For her Coast concerts, Miss 
Kenyon is assisted by Max Rabino- 
witsch, concert pianist, one of the 
few equally at home on the concert 
stage or in a picture house presen- 
tation. His piano work, as a soloist, 
is accomplished. His’ selections 
were all modern. As Miss Kenyon’s 
accompanist be lent her valuable 
aid. 

Miss Kenyon intends to continue 
her concet work. She has several 
coast and middle west bookings 
arranged by Charles L. Wagner, 
who more or less controls the con- 
cert talent. Chances are that he? 
tour will not be overly profitable 
this year if she is sold as straight 
concert. If sold as a combination 
of Kenyon-Draper-Jeritza and pic- 
tures she'll stand a much better 
chance; with no fear of not enter- 
taining an audience after they get 
inside. 

Her concert here brought out the 
picture bluebloods. George ArliSS, 
Ruth Chatterton and Ralph Forbes, 
the .Walter Hustons, Theda Bar& 
Estelle Taylor, the King Vidors, 
Marion Nixon, Bela Lugosi, Irene 





Dunne, the Conrad Nagels and 
others were in attendance. Call. 
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os Bad for 
Sheets in East, 
But West 0. K. 


New York, Jan. 16. 

Always @ lull in the music busi- 
ness during December, due to the 
holidays. Past December, though, 
worse than usual with the majority 
of the publishers taking it on the 
chin plenty. Paradoxically, disc 
gales picked up somewhat. Victor 
reported a 10% sales increase, which 
jt credited to its radio campaign. 

‘Good Night Sweetheart’ (Rob- 
pins) retained its lead.among the 
gongs. It was the best seller by a 
good margin. Feist’s ‘Faded Sum- 
mer Love’ held onto No. 2. Both the 
Nos. 1 and 2 sellers were listed in 
the same spots in the previous sur- 
yey (November). 

DeSylva’s ‘You Try Somebody Else’ 
came up strong and rested in No. 8. 
‘Call Me Darling,’ (Santly) wasn’t 
far behind and fourth. Tunes fol- 
lowing were closely packed for best 
honors, with Georgie Marlowe's 
‘Home’ fifth, Charlie Miller’s “Time 
On My Hands’ a close sixth. 

Two numbers which _ closely 
pressed ‘Time’ for No. 6 rating were 
‘Sleepy Time Down South.’ (Freed- 
Powers) and Joe Morris’ ‘One More 
Kiss, Then Good Night.’ 

In discs Brunswick reported the 
Mills Brothers as its biggest sellers. 
Russ Columbo’s sales draw appears 
to have slipped in New York. For 
the first time since he was placed 
under Victor contract, his discs 
failed to appear as best sellers in 
the New York survey. 





Chi Steady 
Chicago, Jan. 16. 

Business on the heartening up- 
éwing, both in the sheet music and 
the disc field, the latter particularly 
noting the increase. Strength here 
is due directly to the radio favs, 
mostly vocal. 

In the sheet music arena the 
heavy leaders retained their stand- 
ing, though a few newcomers crash- 
ed into the ace list. Almost tied for 
the sixth place are grouped four big- 
selling numbers, ‘Love Letters in 
the Sand,’ ‘Sleepy Time Down South’ 
‘Time on My Hands’ and ‘Now is the 
Time to Fall in Love.’ 

Records are giving undeniable 
recognition to the radio warblers, 
Brunswick particularly revealing 
how radio crooners are grabbing off 

the big sales. 


Coast’s Dec. Good 

Los Angeles, Jan. 18. 
music had its’ shining 
in December with sales 


Sheet 
month 


brisker than at any other time dur- 


ing the year. 

Disks were 'way off and selection 
of best sellers was difficult in that 
there were scarcely six numbers 


from each company worth mention- 


&. 


MENTION E. C. MILLS FOR 
ROSENTHAL POSITION 


Board of Directors of the Ameri- 
can Society of Composers, Authors 
& Publishers is considering voting 
on E. C. Mills as successor to the 
late J. C. Rosenthal as general man- 
ager of the Society. Mills is cur- 
Tently under contract to NPC and 
managing Davis, Coots & Engel for 
Radio Music, — 

Publishers declare the reason 

ills is being considered is that 
they can't think of anyone else. 

Mills was supposed to have said 
Tecently, when he was spoken to 
uofficially about the rumor that he 
might be given the late J. C.’s berth, 
that he is unavailable and not in a 
Position to accept. 

Mills, before promoting Radio 
Music and putting himself in as 
President, was chairman of the 
Musie Publishers’ Protective Asso- 
Clation. He entered into the ERPI 
and RCA contracts as agent and 
trustee for the publishers. 











‘ 7 . . 
Louise’ in Dispute 
Paris, Jan, 18. 
Francis Salabert, local music 
Publisher and representative here 
of Famous, is being sued by Gus- 
tave Charpentier, composer for $2,- 


Charpentier claims that Maurice 
4 vValier’s song ‘Louise’ infringes 
n his opera of the same name 
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DECEMBER MUSIC SURVEY 


THIS TABLE SHOWS THE LEADING 8IX SELLERS IN SHEET MUSIC AND PHONOGRAPH RECORDS GATHERED FROM THE REPORT@ 
OF SALES MADE DURING DECEMBER BY THE LEADING MUSIC JOBBERS AND DISK DISTRIBUTORS IN THE TERRITORIES 





6 Best Sellers in Sheet Music 
Reported by Leading Jobbers 
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NEW YORK - CHICAGO LOS ANGELES 
Oe 
No. 1—SONG ‘Good Night, Sweetheart’ ‘Good Night, Sweetheart’ ‘Good Night, Sweetheart’ 
No. 2—SONG ‘Faded Summer Love’ ‘When the Moon Comes Over the| ‘Sleepy Time Down South’ 
Mountain’ 
No. 3—SONG ‘You Try Somebody Else’ ‘Faded Summer Love’ ‘Blue of the Night’ 
No. 4—SONG ‘Call Me Darling’ ‘Home’ ‘Faded Summer Love’ IS 
No. 6—SONG ‘Home’ ‘When the Blue of: the Night’ ‘River, Stay ’Way From My Door’ 
No. 6—8ONG ‘Time On My Hands’ ‘Call Me Darling’ ‘Lies’ 
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Side responsible for the major sales only are reported. 





sales, both 


sides are mentioned: 


3 Leading Phonograph Companies Report 6 Best Sellers 


Where it is impossible to determine the side responsible for the 





BRUNSWICK—No. 1 


‘Tiger Rag’ (Mills Bros.) 


‘Nobody’s Sweetheart’ (Mills Bros.) 


‘Tiger Rag’ (Mills Bros.) 





BRUNSWICK—No. 2 


‘Kickin’ 
way Orchestra) 


the Gong Around‘ (Cab Callo- 


G. White 
Young 
Sis, Mills Bros., Frank Munn) 


‘Scandals’ 
Orch., 


(Victor 
Boswell 


Medley 
Bing Crosby 


‘Good Night, Sweetheart’ ‘Too Late 


(Bing Crosby) 





BRUNSWICK—No. 3 


‘Tickeration’ (Cab Calloway Orchestra) 





BRUNSWICK—No. 4 


‘Night Was Made for Love’ 
‘Try to Forget’ (Abe Lyman Orchestra) 


‘Between the Devil and the Deep Blue 
Sea’ (Cab Calloway Orchestra) 


‘Good Night, Sweetheart’ (Bing Crosby) 





‘Song of the Weeds’ 


(Don Redmond 
Orchestra) 





‘Ev’ning in Caroline’ ‘River Stay "Way 


From My Door’ (Boswell Sis.) 





BRUNSWICK—No. 6 


‘An Ev’ning in Caroline’ ‘River Stay 
Away From My Door’ (Boswell Sis.) 


‘Ev’ning in Caroline’ 
(Boswell Sisters) 


‘Blues in My Heart’ (Lee Sims) 




















BRUNSWICK—No. 6 ‘You Rascal You’ ‘Ain’t Got No Gal in This Town’ (Cab| ‘Scandals’ Gems (Vic Young Orch, 
(Mills Bros.) Calloway Orchestra) Bing Crosby, Boswell Sis., Mills 

Bros., Frank Munn) 
COLUMBIA—No. 1 ‘Good Night, Sweetheart’ ‘Good Night Sweetheart’ (Guy Lom-| ‘You Try Somebody Else’ (Guy Lom- 
(Guy Lombardo Orchestra) bardo Orchestra) bardo Orchestra) ee 
COLUMBIA—No. 2 ‘An Ev’ning in Caroline’ ‘Ev’ning in Caroline’ (Ted Lewis Or-| ‘Good Night, Sweetheart” (Guy Lom- 


chestra) 


bardo Orchestra) 





COLUMBIA—No. 3 


‘Old Playmate’ (Ted Lewis Band) 


‘That’s Why Darkies Were Born’ ‘Tell 
Me With a Love Song’ (Kate Smith) 


‘Call Me Darling’ (Canaliero Orch) 


‘Ev’ning in Caroline’ (Ted Lewis Ore 


chestra) 





COLUMBIA—No. 4 


‘Sugar’ ‘Blues in My Heart’ 
(Fletcher Henderson Orchestra) 


‘Star Dust’ (Louis Armstrong Orches- 
tra) 


‘Call Me Darling’ (Lee Morse) 





COLUMBIA—No. 6 


‘Time On My Hands’ ‘You Call it Mad- 
ness’ (Smith Ballew Orchestra) 


‘You Try Somebody Else’ (Guy Lom- 
bardo Orchestra) 


‘You Rascal’ (Jack Teagarten Orches= 


tra) 





COLUMBIA—No. 6 





‘Good Night Sweetheart’ 
‘Faded Summer Love’ (Ruth Etting) 


‘Jingle Bells’ (Joe Gumin Orchestra) 


‘Good Night, Sweetheart’ (Ruth Etting) 








— 





VICTOR—No. 1 


‘Good Night, Sweetheart’ 


‘Good Night Sweetheart’ (Wayne-King 


‘Time On My Hands’ 


(Leo Reisman 








(Wayne King Orchestra) Orchestra) Orchestra) 

VICTOR—No. 2 ‘When It’s Sleepy Time Down South’ ‘Oh, That Kiss’ (Arden-Ohman Orches-[ ‘I Promise You’ ‘Home’ (Peter Van 
(Paul Whiteman Orchestra) tra) Steeden Crcehestra) 

VICTOR—No. $ ‘Oh, That Kiss’ ‘You’re My Everything’| ‘When the Blue of the Night’ (Russ| ‘Lady of Spain’ (London Mayfair Or« 
(Leo Reisman Orchestra) Columbo) chestra) 





VICTOR—No. 4 


‘Time On My Hands’ ‘You Didn’t Know 
the Music’ (Leo Reisman Orchestra) 


‘Too Late’ (Wayne King Orchestra) 


‘Good Night, Sweetheart’ (Wayne King 


Orchestra) 





VICTOR—No. & 


‘There’s Nothing Too Good for My 
Baby’ 


(Gus Arnheim Orchestra) 


‘Dance of the Dutch Dolls’ (Paul White- 
man Orchestra) 


‘Sea Burial’ (Paul Whiteman Orches« 


tra) 





VICTOR—No. 6 





~ 


‘Home’ ‘I Promise You’ 
(Peter Van Steedon Orchestra) 








‘Call Me Darling’ (Russ Columbo) 








‘You Try Somebody Else’ (Ted Black 


————____—_——————— 





HYLTON’S TACTFUL RULE 
PACIFIES MUSICIANS 


Paris, Jan. 9. 

Jack Hylton very tactfully avoided 
any trouble with the local musicians’ 
union whilst playing his’ en- 
gagement at the Empire, by turn- 
ing down numerous offers made 
him to play dance music for private 
parties, He thus remained strictly 
an act and accepted no jobs which 
could possibly have gone to local 
unemployed. He also contributed to 
two funds run by the local musi- 
cians’ organization, 

The French musicians are now 
violently protesting against the em- 
ployment of foreigners and are raid- 
ing night clubs and cafes in Mont- 
parnasse and the Champs Elysees to 
compel the owners to dismiss for- 
eign bands. 

There are nearly 4,000 native mu- 
sicians unemployed, whilst over 1,- 
500 foreigners hold jobs in Paris, 
which explains somewhat the situa- 
tion. Following unemployed raids, 
and to avoid further trouble, sev- 
eral places now display a sign read- 
ing ‘French musicians’. 





FOREIGN DISC INCREASE 


Chicago, Jan. 18. 

Record men here proclaim an in- 
creased demand for foreign discs. 

Columbia recording lab is start- 
ing a new series of foreign waxings. 
It just completel a batch of Lithu- 
anian discs and is now going for 
Mexican and Filipino. Supply of 
last two tongues has fallen off for 
Columbia since it closed its coast 
office, which formerly turned out 
a@ great number of foreigns. 


Monroe Wayne, local recorder, 
has corralled a group of Filipino 
entertainers and musicians, and 





starts cutting four discs this week. 





Publishers’ Share 
In Soc. Collections 
Decreased in 193] 


Annual payments to the members 
of the American Society of Com- 
posers, Authors & Publishers to- 
taled less during 1931 than for 1930. 
This despite a slight increase from 
radio, amounting to less than $100,- 
000. 

For 1930, the Class A publishers 
of the American Society averaged 
about $40,000 each for the year. For 
1931 the payments to the same class 
publishers were a little less, 








Miller Took Song from 
Youmans, Not Writer 


Miller Music denies responsibility 
in the claim made against the firm 
by Bernie Cummings, orchestra 
leader, who asks for an accounting 
on his song, “They Cut Down the 
Old Pine Tree’ which Miller is pub- 
lishing. 

Miller states he took over the 
song three months ago from Vin- 
cent Youmans, who published it for 
two vears previously. Miller de- 
clares he is not responsible for au- 


thor’s royalties as his deal with 
Youmans was to pay the latter 
royalties, with Youmans to take 


care of the writer’s royalties. 





RHODES WITH BURTNETT 

Dusty Rhodes, comedy drummer 
due here in a month to join the 
Ear! Burtnett orchestra at the Pilt- 
more, 

Rhodes has given up his own 
band, which folowed Paul White- 
man in at the Edgewater Beach 
hotel, Chicago, Booked by MCA. 





ARMSTRONG-ROCKWELL 
SETTLEMENT AT $30,000 


Tommy Rockwell’s feud with 
Louis Armstrong was settled out of 
court last week after the case was 
tried for three days in United 
States District Court, New York. 
Armstrong agreed to pay Rockwell 
a total of $30,000 in weekly install- 
ments during the next three years 
and 10 months. 

Armstrong was also placed under 
the direction of Johnny Collins, 
with Rockwell to manage Arm- 
strong only through Collins, 

The suit was brought to court on 
complaint of both parties as a dou- 
ble action. Rockwell sued for 
breach of contract and an injunc- 
tion against Armstrong to prevent 
him from working, The colored 
trumpeter took action to restrain 
Rockwell from attempting to inter- 
fere in his bookings. 

Rockwell claimed he signed Arm- 
strong for one year with an option 
for four additional years, in May, 
1929. During September, 1930, al- 
leged Rockwell, Armstrong broke 
the contract. Bernard L. Miller 
and David 8. Klein represented 
tockwell. 

Armstrong opened at the Stanley, 
Jersey City, Friday (16) for one 
week for WB. On Jan. 22 he 
starts two weeks for Paramount in 
New York and Brooklyn. 


$500 FOR INJURIES 


Albany, N. ¥., Jan. 18. 





Joseph M. Gioscia, musician, was 
awarded $5600 in his $7,500 action 
against William L. and William J. 
Clermont, of Watervliet. 

The award was made by a su- 
preme court jury for injuries Gi- 
oscia suffered when struck by an 
automobile operated by Clermont in 


1939. 


85% Network Programs 
Using and Killing 
Radio Theme Songs 


The use of signature songs on the 
air has grown to such proportions 
that radio predicts it may shortly 
be necessary to curb them. The 
theme song on radio is being done 
to death. 

Publishers give their right arm 
to plant a theme song. This bee 
cause of the constant plug. 

It is well known that the majore 
ity of singers and name bands 
using theme songs, are cut-in on 
the songs. If not cut-in, the pub- 
lisher sees that the user of the 
theme song profits in one way or 
another. 

The complaints from laymen aré 
not so much against the number 
of artists who use themes, but the 
length of time devoted to the same 
tune daily. 








MISS PURDY’S BILLS 


Los Angeles, Jan. 18, 

Constance Purdy, singer, now live 
ing at Santa Barbara, has taken 
bankruptcy for $6,294 debts, mostly 
incurred at Elisworth and Surry, 
Maine, and Boston, Mass., in 1929 
and 1930. Assets, figured at $2,270, 
include $360 rent due from the Surry 
(Me.) Play House, and professiona} 
music valued at $250. 

Miss Purdy had been sued here for 
three Boston bills amounting to 
$2,041, 





Lambert’s Change 
Eddie Lambert started in the pros 
fessional department of Donaldson, 
Douglas & Gumble yesterday (Mone 
day). 
Lambert was 


previously with 
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a ews Broadcaster ayets Song and Ta With E R 
Sustaining Sustaining COMMERCIAL Sustaining \ ter, Viola Biren se Charles 


WCFL, Chicago 


Under the label of ‘Neighborly 
Chats,’ Sheck is using this Federa- 
tion of Labor transmitter to impress 
the American public with the im- 
portance of buying commodities 
which carry the union label. 

For 15 minutes Sheck is intensely 
and humorlessly serious; he’s fer- 
vent and forthright. In fact his 
seriousness is his one great disad- 
vantage to his program. Sheck and 
WCFL are forgetting the primary 
princples of advertising and per- 
suasion. They should look about 
them and mark how the commercial 
advertisers are placing their ca- 
joleries before the public. 

Sheck must remember that there 
are other stations on the air con- 
temporaneously; bands, comedy, 
songs, acts, all of which are them- 
selves immediately more entertain- 
ing than his harangue on the union 
label. The tired farmer or worker 
is not anxious to listen to serious 
business at 7:15 p.m., just when he 
has finished his supper and is re- 
clining in the most comfortable 
chair in the house. About the only 
people who will make it their busi- 
ness to listen in will be those di- 
rectly concerned. 

Sheck in his speech made the note 
that most people just don’t think 
about the importance of asking for 
the union label. And in the same 
wise, the public won't think of tun- 
ing in to listen to such a lecture. 
It’s got to be made interesting first 
and proselyting second. As it 
Stands the talk can attract only the 
more serious of union laborers and 
those interested in current problems 
of economics. Gold. 








LOUSEE 


They Would 
Say In France 


BUT 


“EASY 
ACES” 


Radio’s Most Novel 
Comedy Act 


Is Playing Chicago 
And Is 


HELD 
OVER 


For Another 
13 Weeks 


LAVORIS 


“Do They Know What 
They’re Doing?” 


—You Said a Mouthful— 


Mon.— Wed.— Fri. 
9 p. m. C.S.T. 








WGY, Schenectady. 

WGY has, from its Albany studios 
new daily after-luncheon program 
on which Healey, veteran local 
newspaperman, holds a five-minute 
spot for broadcasting news. Appear- 
ance is through tie-up between 
GE's Schenectady station and 
Hearst’s Albany ‘Times Union.’ 
Presumably an opposition move to 
Similar broadcast by the Gannett- 
owned ‘Evening News’ over WOKO 
The ‘News’ b. o., on air daily at 
12:30 p. m. for past year, is credited 
with listener-popularity. Rival 
broadcast is at 1:50, not as timely 
an hour, for local reception, but 
probably okay for WGY’s suburban 
and farm territory. 

Healey, a speaker with platform 
experience, previously announced 
sporting events, ete., for his paper. 
Has a pleasing voice. On first 
broadcasts was trifle formal, but 
probably will loosen up, as he be- 
comes accustomed. 

Brisbane and Seibold mentioned: 
also paper's Capitol Hill man. Hearst 
slant on political-economic ques- 
tions noticeable in broadcast—prob- 
ably through INS (AP also credi- 
ted). 

Introduced as ‘The T. U. Aircast- 
er,’ announcer listing credits. This 
should be done by “ealey, working 
in an ‘hello-goodbye’ greeting to 
establish personal contact with 
dialers. 

Broadcast can be developed. 


JARR FAMILY 

Sketch 

COMMERCIAL 

WOR, New York 

This domestic sketch was played 
in vaudeville for years by Julia 
Nash and Charles O’Donnell. Both 
are now playing the same roles in 
the radio series, which was put on 
WOR for the first time last week 
by Forhan’s. 

Jarr Family series was made fa- 
mous as a syndicate newspaper 
feature by Roy L. McCardell and 
has been made into numerous mo- 
tion picture comedies, 

It appears from the sketch heard 
that the Jarrs are to be the familiar 
battling city family. Both Miss 
Nash and Mr. O’Donnell are excel- 
lent for the parts of Mr. and Mrs. 
Jarr. 

The delineations of both are nat- 
ural and easy, with no sign of the 
lines or characters being forced. 
As far as the characters are con- 
cerned, this skit is all there. 

The sketch appears to be without 
much action or spice to flavor it. 
Perhaps this holds only for the first 
week only, when the characters 
must be introduced and listeners 
must familiarize themselves with 
them. It also probably takes time 
to work up interest. 


HALF-PINT JACKSON 

Songs, with band 

Sustaining 

WJJD, Chicago 

Colored hot-cha and wah-wah in 
a weekly 15-minute evening ses- 
sion. Backed by a five piece gang, 
known as the Hot Shots, Jackson 
goes into a sweat and burns through 
the loud-speaker in regulation har- 
lemania. 

For the mob that likes mad music 
this is as loud and perspiring as 
any. It’s to the session’s advan- 
tage that it arrives in an early 
evening period when most of the 
programs are dulcet and crooning. 
Later in the night it would be only 
a minor note in a maze of hot 
rhythm. 

Hot-Shots and Half-pint, either 
or both, were offered to the listen- 
ers for clubs and entertainment, 
this plugging probably being the 
only pay these boys get. Gold. 





SONGS MOTHER SANG 
Disc 

COMMERCIAL 

WBBM, Chicago 

Vick’s Vaporub is the sponsor for 
this bedtime story. Only people who 
really need Vick’s salve and can't 
get up to turn off the dial will lis- 
ten to it. And then under duress 
probably. 

As ancient a collection of melo- 
dies as could be found went into 
this concoction, with the result just 
a great big yawn. This sort of 
program would have gone swell in 
the ’90’s with a crinoline setting 
around it, but not in these days. 

Ordinary man and woman voices 
do not enhance the lullabies, while 
the musical combo (sounded like a 
minuet trio) was very careful not 
to disturb anyone but the audience. 











LOUIS 
KAT ZMANS 


INNOVATION IN RADIO 


LEW WHITE AT THE ORGAN 
SPONSORED BY 
BROWN SHOE &. 


WJZ COAST TO COAST 
|__8:15 RM. WEDNESDAYS 








Span. 
CHARLES LATHROP 
News 
WOKO, Albany 
Charles Lathrop succeeded Ar- 


thur Littlejohn as radio reporter of 
the Knickerbocker Press. Dispatches 
are broadcast every night. Lathrop 
presents his dispatches in an in- 
teresting fashion, although at times 
unnecessarily hesitates between 
words. His enunciation is good and 
voice is clear, but most of all he 
adds enough wit to keep his 15- 
minute period from becoming bore- 
some The change in radio report- 








ers was made because of the pro- 
motion of Littlejohn to managing 
editor of the sheet. Lathrop is a 
staff member 


WMAQ, Chicago 

Canada Dry Ginger Ale brings a 
weekly tale of the Royal Mounted 
Police, each reputedly a true story 
from the official records of the red- 
coats. F, Morris Longstreth, is do- 
ing the continuity. 

Initial playlet was ‘The Case of 
Ernest Cashel,’ youthful  forger, 
murder and escape artist. It’s a 
drama of pursuit, the entire theme 


of the 30-minute story being the 
capture, escape, hunting and re- 


capture of Cashel. It’s a story told 
with becoming simplicity and di- 
rectness, that holds the listeners by 
its undecorated vividness. It’s 
straight-forward reporting, and in 
its very simplicity brings a new 
writing style to the radio. 

Former scripts attempted to 
touch the listener with florid and 
saccharine passages that were sup- 
posed to be emotional, but which 
impressed only as childishly over- 
drawn writing. 

Ordinary love interest, deemed so 
essential in other yarns, is totally 
absent here. First tale was entirely 
without femme participation, and 
from the locale and nature of the 
series, it’s likely the tinkle of a pair 
of femme tonsils will be infrequent. 
This lack of feminine interest may 
turn out to be the great disadvan- 
tage of this continuity, since the 
ladies are admitted the main shop- 
pers of the nation. 

Plugging for the ale is handled 
neatly and without straining. Pro- 
gram has some excellent time ad- 
vantages. Monday nights at nine 
central time rates as one of the 
best NBC time spots. Monday night 
should be the ace evening for the 
radio since that night is rated as 
the worst for regular theatre trade. 
Gold. 


KREMEL DESSERT GANG 

Talk and Music 

COMMERCIAL 

WGN, Chicago. 

For, by and with kids, this after- 
noon 15-minute session lacks all 
taste for adult palates, and is prob- 
ably not relished by the minors, 
either. At the program caught the 
kids were visiting ‘Uncle Oley,’ 
who’s abed with a touch of cold. 
To cheer him up the boys and girls 
gather ’round and toss off various 
musical selections, all flabby stuff. 
Best of the last was some hill- 
billy yodeling by a group known as 
the Blue Ridge Boys, but then there 
was no real entertainment competi- 


tion. Other stuff, the singing, the 
dancing, the xylophoning, minus 
quality. 


This program, like so many others 
aimed at the unsuspecting younger 
element, is largely coated merchan- 
dizing. Send tops of Kremel pack- 
ages for this and fronts of Karo 
eans for that. It’s a rather back- 
handed method of selling merchan- 
dise, a method that must get some 
bad reactions from any of the adult 
population that may be listening. 

Gold 





THE BENEDICTS 
Musical and Vocal 
Sustaining 
WAAF, Chicago 

An early morning 15-minute in- 
terlude with Edward and Gardner 
Benedict, maybe brothers, harmon- 
izing in songs and instruments. 
Boys are neither hotcha nor classi- 
eal, leaning more towards. the 
homespun rather and using special 
lyrics. 

WAAF is just another minor 
hookup here, sharing with WJR in 
Detroit on part time. Sponsored by 
the ‘Drover’s Journal,’ stock paper, 
this station has been progressing 
slowly, gathering more steady lis- 
teners as it goes along. 

They double on sax, piano and 
guitar, besides dueting and soloing 
in songs. It’s straightaway, with 
no attempt at comedy projection of 
any kind, usually a fault with the 
typical ether singing or musical 
team. Span. 





Hollywood Upset 


(Continued from page 1) 
Should a director cancel his invi- 
tation for a house party to the man 
who fired him? Should a femme 
writer, given a 60% salary cut, still 
be friendly with the exec who gave 
it to her? Can you still pull up a 
chair at the Brown Derby to the 
table of the man who let you go? 
How should bankers and their rel- 
atives be treated? 

It’s a mental strain for Holly- 
wood’s socially inclined. Pay reduc- 
tions all along the line have made 
it tougher. A. puzzler for one man 
is how to treat the despised out- 
sider who has taken his place at 
one-fourth the salary. First man 
has been demoted below the out- 
sider, but is still getting four times 
his salary. 

When the upheaval is finally at an 
end Hollywood will readjust itself 
to the new lineup of social classes. 
3ut until then it’s tough on the 
guy who wants to meet only the 





‘best people.’ 


WBBM, Chicago 

Announced as ‘one of the few 
screen stars who gained equal 
prominence on the stage’ the pub- 
licity sheet neglected to tell of Miss 
Roth’s previous stage work, before 
she even heard of pictures. 

WBBN. is the local ‘Times’ outlet, 
with the newspaper plug coming 
first, naturally. On this occasion 
the vocalizing Lillian, current at the 
RKO Paiace, was rung in on a 
handwriting gag promoted by the 
tab sheet. Miss Roth’s plug for the 
‘Times’ handwriting expert, Milne, 
was savory enough. Neither did she 
forget to get in the one about ‘one 
of my best friends, Nancy Carroll,’ 
who was pegged right by the 
graphologist. 

But on her own Miss Roth was 
not so prolific. Apparently she 
deemed one number enough; as she 
didn’t sing any more. And of her 
supposedly large repertoire she 
picked ‘You’re the One I Care For,’ 
something over a year old. If Miss 
Roth really took her ether date seri- 
ously she would never have made 
this mistake. 

In all she was on but a few min- 
utes, leaving it to the graphologist 
to finish the program with an analy- 
sis of Miss Roth’s character as di- 
vulged by her handwriting. This 
proved to be hooey of Class A order. 

Span, 


‘BIG TIME’ 
Sketch 
COMMERCIAL 
WEAF, New York 

A good idea in this series, the 
second of which was broadcast last 
week, It has for its purpose the 
adventures of a vaudevillian, called 
Johnny Hart. Although naturally 
enough the back stage scenes are 
exaggerated, the script writer has 
done a clever piece of work. Also 
it helps to diversify the program 
in as much as it permits various 
bits of song, patter and orchestral 
music to be introduced. 

Last week’s sketch was set in a 
publisher's office along tin-pan al- 
ley. Hart is the blustering, boast- 
ful small time actor who comes up 
to rehearse his songs. He meets 
a musical comedy star, whom he 
knows only by reputation, and, after 
belittling ability of the unknown 
star, is finally informed as to his 
true identity. 

The sketch is nicely worked out 
and smoothly written. It permitted 
the introduction of a sister team 
for harmony, an orchestra and solo 
warbling by the character Hart as 
well as the musical comedy star. 
It also included amusing light pat- 
ter as Hart tells his gags to try 
them out. 

A pansy character is also intro- 
duced. This is the second commer- 
cial on the air to put in such a bit. 
The first was Wrigley in the ‘Myrt 
and Marge’ series. 


ROYAL VAGABONDS 
With Ward Wilson 
COMMERCIAL 
WMAQ, Chicago 


Outstanding feature in this Royal 
Gelatine program is its announcer, 
Ward (‘Hack’) Wilson, who has es- 
tablished himself on the ether as an 
ace mimic of radio voices. Wilson 
got his ear for tonsil-vibrations 
while serving as a control board 
engineer. Finally somebody discov- 
ered Wilson’s talent and pushed 
him in front of a mike. 

Wilson’s mimickings are the only 
worthy moments on this otherwise 
weak 15 minutes of NBC orchestra- 
tions and vocalizing. All the Wil- 
son impersonations are immediately 
recognizable; the impressions are 
delivered straightaway without any 
attempt at humor or caricature. 

There is little to recommend in 
the band and warbling. Pop tunes 
delivered in a regulation manner, 
without charm or distinction. 

Gold. 


JACK WHITE 
Songs, Talk 
WMCA, New York 

Jack White is m, c. at the Bally- 
hoo Club from which this broadcast 
originates. As a night club m. c. 
White might be okeh, but on the 
air it’s just a weak attempt to im- 
itate Ben Bernie. 

White’s gagging via song titles 
and his feeble attempts to get a 
laug’: out of burlesquing the bub- 
bling baritones are nil. His patter, 
most of which is delivered while 
the orchestra is playing, just inter- 
feres with the music. 

As an air «xmic White has much 
to learn yet, 





TITO CORAL 
Songs 
Sustaining 
WJZ, New York 

Tito Coral is a South American 
baritone with a studious and flashy 
voice. Coral’s voice is better suited 
to selections of a classical or semi- 
classical nature, than the pop songs 
he is currently using. 

His number: are divided between 
songs in his native tongue and pop- 
ular tunes. The former are the 
most pleasing. He shows a slight 
trace of an accent. 

His voice itself is pleasing. A dif- 
ferent selection of numbers ap- 





parently would be of help. 


Webster, Viola Philo, Fred Huf. 
smith 

COMMERCIAL 

WENR, Chicago 


Here is a fine 30 minutes’ worth 
of musical entertainment that is a 
fine feather .for NBC. General Mo- 
tors once more displays a brand 0° 
good taste, intelligence and show- 
manship. 

Motors is dedicating each weekly 
broadcast to one of the states. A; 
the program caught, New York was 
getting the honors and the 
was led through the 
marks of the Bowery, to Buffalo, to 
Schenectady, to Rochester, to Weg 
Point and back to Broadway. For 
the White Way bit the session chose 
a medley of the Jerome Kern music. 

Rapee’s orchestra performed with 
distinction, adding color to the old 
tunes of this and past centuries. 
The voices throughout were well- 
rounded and full. 

One false quiver in the affair was 
the soggy ‘tribute’ to the Empire 


listener 
historical] 


State, written at boring length by 
that advertising essayist, sruce 


Barton. Barton's firm, Batten, Bar- 
ton, Durstine and Osborn, handles 
the present account. The tribute 
proclaimed that it had been written 
by an advertising man, as it waxed 
slobberingly emotional over the 
glorious history at Ticonderoga, the 
magic of the electric city, the pew- 
erful giant of Niagara, the photo- 
graphical advances of Rochester 
and the 100 products machined at 
Syracuse. Also the 102-story build- 
ing in New York. 

After all, isn't there enough 
tribute in the dedication of the pro- 
gram itself, in the pointing of the 
tunes and the announcements, with- 
out the super-imposition of the 
meaningless, townhallish stump- 
talk? Gold. 


JESSE 
CRAWFORD 
WEAF 


Sun., Mon., 
Thurs. 
11:30 P. M. 
E.S.T. 
Tues., Wed., 
Sat. 

A 11:15 P. M, 

ES.T. 
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BAND, WONT 
USE NAME 


Guy Lombardo’s orchesira 
gaged py Babo for a weekly 15- 
minute broadcast, CBS, from the 
Roosevelt ,otel, New York, starting 





en- | 


Jan. 23. Band will be on each Sat- 
urday by remote control from the 
hotel. 


Due to the band’s contract with 
Robert Burns, Babo w ill not be per- 
mitted to identify it as Lombardo’s 

Booking was direct through MCA. 
with CBS not sharing in the com- 


mish. CBS doesn’t share in com- 
mish from the Burns broadside 
e'ther. 





SOAP COMEDY ACT 
ON BOTH NETWORKS 


Stoopnagle and Bud, CBS 
comedy team now on sustaining, 
contracted by Procter & Gamble 
for bi-weekly broadcasts starting 
Feb. 1. Boys will be on Mondays 
and Wednesdays for 26 weeks with 
options held for an additional 26. 

Procter & Gamble also has Sis- 
ters of the Skillet on NBC, thrice 
weekly. Both will be spotted at 
the same time, 8:45 to 9 p. m. on 
alternate days. 

Both air acts are currently in 
yaude for RKO. 





Col. 





104,832 Discs 
San Francisco, Jan. 18. 
KJBS, all-night record station, 
estimates it has played 104,832 discs 
during past year, all in answer to 


BIG SHOW 
gaTON DOWy 
JACQUES RENARD 
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4BOYS AND 
A CUITAR~ 


COLUMBIA) 


BROADCASTING 
SYSTEM 
PERSOWAL REPRESENTATIVE 


THOMAS ROCKWELL 


1776 BROADWAY 
NEW YORK CiTy 


Clients Beyond 13 
Weeks Increased on 


Chi NBC in 1931 


Chicago, Jan. 18. 
NBC’s commercial 
business out of Chicago office dur- 
ing 1931 shows that the network 
has made marked progress in keep- 
ing the advertiser in line after the 
expiration of the first 13-week pe 
riod. Problem of selling merchan- 
disers on the idea of long term con- 
tracts has always been the toughest 
one confronting the exchequer 
phase of the broadcasting industry. 
Of the 55 accounts brought in by 
the chain’s local division the past 
year, 21 stayed on the NBC books 
for a_ straight 62-week stretch. 
Three held on 389 weeks, while 15 





Survey of 


others continued to back their pro- 
grams for a second 13-week lap. 


Advertisers that called it quits after 
13 weeks of ether contact amounted 
to 11. Most impressive of ali in 
the statistical break of the divi- 
sion’s business for 1931 is the fact 
that only five commercials of the 5 
dropped out before reaching the 13 
week mark. 

Although the average advertiser 
in 1931 still approached radio with 
speculative intent and, to protect 
himself in the event the immediate 
results didn’t prove satisfactory, in- 
sisted that his contract carry a 
liberal cancellation clause, only two 
commercials on the NBC Chicago 
list exercised the right last year. 
They were Bissell Carpet Sweeper, 
which quit after 10 weeks and two 
days on @ five-time a week broad- 
east, and Perkins Products, eight 
weeks. 





‘Trib’s’ Comic Strips 
In Ether Versions 
Chicago, Jan. 18. 

WGN, the ‘Tribune’ station, is 
putting two more of the daily’s 
syndicated co ic strips into ether 
production. Despite the fact that 
only one of three strips heard over 
the station daily has been success- 
ful in retaining a sponsor, WGN 
has cast the radio versions of ‘Win- 
nie Winkle’ and ‘Moon Mullins’ and 
ordered the sales department to 
throw the lines out for a commer- 
cial bankroll. 

Station’s schedule currently car- 
ries scripts on ‘Harold Teen,’ ‘The 
Gumps’ and ‘Little Orphan Annie.’ 
Only program still hooked up witb 
an advertiser (Ovaltine) is the ‘Or- 
phan’ talkie. Other two have been 
without outside sustenance for some 
time. 





Petrillo Loosens 
Chicago, Jan, 18. 


Exception to union rules was 
made by James C. Petrillo in calling 
off a standby orchestra for the radio 
show at the Coliseum and permitting 
Josef Koestner’s NBC studio band 
to double gratis. 

Petrillo protested the move at 
first, but eventually yielded. He 
also granted dispensation eliminat- 
ing a special pianist to accompany 
Jane Carpenter, presented as Chi- 
cago’s ‘radio queen,’ as a result of 
a personality contest in connection 
with the radio show, conducted by 
WBBM (CBS). 


—_—_— 


. > J . 
Tia Juana’s Smallie 
Los Angeles, Jan. 18. 
New station at Tia Juana, XEFD, 
took the air last Thursday (14), on 


a power of 1,000 watts instead of the 


reported 75,000 watts that would 
drown out the coast. 
Possible reason for the mild open- 


ing is the Mexican broadcast tax of 









500 pesos per kilowatt. 














DON'T FORGET HELEN 





ED SULLIVAN 


Ve 


Has the Honor to Present 


FLO ZIEGFELD 
BUDDY ROGERS 


as His Guest Stars 


on the Gerardine Program next Tuesday P.M., Jan. 26, 
WABC, N. Y., over C.B.S. National Network, 


8:45 E.S.T.; 7:45 C.S.T.; 6:45 M.T., and 5:45 P.T. 


MORGAN TONIGHT, 


vy York Evening Grap) 


and 


22 stations 


JAN. 19 


TAUBER AT $1,000 PER 
TIED UP BY COLUMBIA 


Berlin, Jan. 18. 

Richard Tauber has contracted 
with CBS in New York for 10 weeks 
of broadcasting in October. 

Tauber will go cn the air three 
times weekly during his contracted 
period, for half hour sing fests 
He'll collect $3,000 weekly. 


NETS Ci FEUD 
FLARES AGAIN; 
OPPOSISH 





Chicago, Jan. 18. 

NBC’s Chicago pro- 
manager, has ordered Don 
Ameche to give up his role in 
the Wrigley-sponsored ‘Lone Wolf 
Tribe’ serial on Columbia or stand 
the loss of four commercial pro- 
grams he’s hooked up with on NBC 

Ameche’s reaction to the _ ulti- 
matum was to challenge Menser’s 
right to interfere with any contracts 
or contacts made by the ether juve- 
nile direct with the bankrollers of the 
four NBC commercials. =xclusive 
contract that Menser claims binds 
Ameche’s services with the NBC 
Artists Service, according to the 
actor, was only effective during the 
run of the Empire Builder show, 
which went off the air last spring. 

Similar order to quit broadcasting 
cover a CBS mike or suffer the dis- 
barment penalty was handed Ber- 
naidine Flynn, who plays on three 
of the NBC commercials with 
Ameche. Though admitting that she 
has one of those exclusive contracts 
with the network’s artists’ bureau, 
Miss Flynn retorted that during the 
past four or five months the latter 
had furnished her with so little 
wirk she had been compelled to 
solicit her own jobs on the opposi- 
tion chain. 

What actually stirred up the old 
fire was the refusal of Ameche and 
Miss Flynn to pay NBC commis- 
sions for their work on the recently 
revised Household Finance pro- 
gram. Latter is produced by an in- 
die organization, headed by Bob 
White, with the cast and the show’s 
orchestra brought in from the out- 
side. Both Ameche and Flynn 
claimea that White engaged them 
directly and without the medium 
of the NBC Artists’ Service. 

When Menser was informed that 
the two mike troupers rejected the 
bureau’s demand of a cut in their 
salaries, he advised the ad agency 
handling the account that Bruce 
Kammen, one of his staff producers 
who was playing a part in the 
Household show, wouldn’t be per- 
mitted to go on. Agency went over 
Menser’s head to Niles Trammel, 
general manager of the local NBC 
piant, and got an okay for Kammen 
to stay. Because of the Trammel 
gesture, the commercial stepped in 
and prevailed upon Ameche and 
Lliss Flynn to go ahead and pay a 
commission te the bureau anyway. 
Menser’s next move was to issue 
the ultimatum to the pair to get off 
the Columbia accounts or else, 

Menser, a former college instruc- 
tor, was shifted here from the net- 
work’s New York end about four 
months ago. Shortly after he had 
established himseli at the _ local 
spot he started importing some of 
his own acting proteges from the 
east, with the result that the play- 
ers, whose servitude around the 
Chicago studios dates away back, 
have been harboring a _ personal 
burn. 


Cc. L. Menser, 
duction 


Indie Program Stager 


Chicago, Jan. 18. 
First indie combine for the pro- 
duction of network programs was 
formed here last week. Outfit, call- 
ing itself the Radio Program Ser- 
vice, brought together on a partner- 
ship basis Bob White, vet ether 














actor and producer, and Andres 
| Selkirk, concert orchestra manager. 

White left the WMAQ producing 
staff here recently. 





CBS's 5th Chiller 
When Breethem goes on CBS with 
‘Witching Hour,’ broadcasting from 
Chicago, it will be the fifth com- 
mercial mystery series on that net- 
were 





Deny B. & K. Has WIBO 





Chicago, Jan. 18. 

Reports carried around town to 
effect that WIBO was being subsi- 
dized by B.&K. interests are de- 
n' 1 by both sides. Talk started 
when WIBO, independently ope- 
rated by Nelson Bros., set up its 
studio in the Chicago theatre re- 
cently, and further when H. Leo- 
pold Spitalny, B.&K. musical direc- 
tor, landed the Kellogg Food Town 
Pops account over the same station. 
WIBO’s connection with B.&K. 


dates back to the time the station 
severed relations with the Chicage 
‘Evening American’ and dropped 
out as an NBC link. B.&K. offered 
to build the Chicago theatre studio 
at its own expense, providing much 
needed downtown outlet for WIBO, 
and at the same time capitalizing 
on the free plugs and publicity. 
Outside of the several thousand 
dollars B.&K. expended in equip- 
ping the studio, neither the Bala- 
bans personally nor the company 
has any further interest in the 
WIBO property. Nelson Bros., it is 
understocd, recently put through a 
refinance plan for the station and 
will continue as owner-operator 
Station is currently contesting in 
the District of Columbia Court of 
Appeals the assignment of its wave 
length to WJKS, Gary, Ind., by the 
Federal Radio Commission. 


Columbo Leaves Waldorf; 
Couldn’t Announce Name 


Russ Columbo goes out of the 
Waldorf-Astoria Jan. 23 after hand- 
ing in his notice on leaving the 
hotel to the management of the 
Waldorf and NBC. 

Columbo complained that restric- 
tions prevented his name from be- 
ing announced during the thrice 

eekly broadcasts from the Wal- 
dorf and tha. he wasn’t benefiting 
by this radioing. His commercial 
contract with Listerine is an ex- 
clusive, which prevented his name 
from being announced from the 
hotel, Columbo did no warbling on 
the Waldorf periods, 

NBC has not yet desided who 
will follow Col-mbo in the hotel. 


WAIU-WHK Deal Reported 


Columbus, Jan. 18. 

Contemplated sale of WAIU, Co- 
lumbus, to WHK, Cleveland, to per- 
mit the latter to increase its pres- 
ent power, which was unearthed 
here last week, has created consid- 
erable comment in the Ohio radio 
field. 

While negotiations were said to be 
under way, officials of the American 
Insurance Union denied that the sale 
was in immediate prospect. In the 
event the sale takes place it is ex- 
pected the WAIU call letters will be 
traded to WCAH, the only local 
station tied up with any chain 
broadcast system. 


NEWHAL GOES COMMERCIAL 
Cincinnati, Jan. 18. 
WLW has sold its sustaining 
sports speiler, Bob Newhall, to 
Mail Pouch for a year commencing 
March 7. Periods will be nightly, 
except Sundays, for 15 minutes. 














Musical Team’s Series 
Lester Cole and Helen Patterson 
start a series of sustaining broad- 
casts on WLWL tonight (Tuesday). 
Programs will be called “Romanc- 
ers.’ 

Both are from musical comedy. 


Authority Places NBC-CBS’ Combined 
1931 Advertising Gross at $35,791,999 


Although NBC-CBS have not as 
yet officially announced their in- 
come for 1931, NBC grossed $25,607,- 
041 during the past year and CBS 
$10,184,958, according to Denney’'s, 


national sales authority. These fig- 
ures are gross for time only and do 
no ude discounts or the artists’ 
bureaus income through commis- 
sions, 

NBC in 1930, grossed $22,000,000 
and CBS about $8,000,000. NBC 
shows an increase of more than 33,- 
000,000 during the past year and 
CBS more than $2,000,000, 

NBC's total income for 1931, in- 
cluding that of its artists’ bureau, 


will not be given until about Febru- 
ary, when the advisory council will 
have completed its report. CBS will 
also officiaily release its total 1931 
income about the same time, 


RADIO TALENT DESERTS 
FRISCO AS TOUGH TOWN 


Los Angeles, Jan. 18. 

Radio artists from San Francisco, 
the stronghold of coast chains, are 
beginning to drift down here with 
the complaint that there’s no money 
up north for free-lance air talent. 
Quite a few are making the rounds 
locally in the hope of catching on 
here, where there is no large list 
of contracted studio people. 

In San Francisco, both NBC and 
CBS have their standard corps of 
performers. There’s little opportu- 
nity for free lancers to crash the 
paying hours. 








KAY MOVES UP 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 18. 

Kay Kronick, 17-year-old blues 
singer here on WCAE and KDKA, 
goes to WTAM, Cleveland, for com- 
mercials. 

In addition to her air work, the 
girl has been doubling here in nite 
clubs. 














THANKS! 
JOHNNY HYDE 


and 


ABE LASTFOGEL 


of the William Morris Offices 


MARVIN SCHENCK 


of the Loew’s Booking Offices 


The Entire Staff 


of Loew’s Metropolitan Theatre 
in Brooklyn 

And all d f R ‘ 

wttan” A Ease shang ey 


“Daily Mirror,”’ for heiping make my debut 
in vaudeville a success. 


NICK KENNY 
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PROGRAM 
Every Morning Over WJZ at 7:45 
National Broadcasting Company 


‘CREAM OF WHEAT’ 

















7:30 M.T.; 








LEO REISMAN 


POND’S PROGRAM 
On WEAF Over a Red Network 
EVERY FRIDAY EVENING 
9:30 E.S.T.; 8:30 C.S.T.; 


N. B. C. 


6:30 P.T. 
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MUSIC 


Tuesday, January 19, 1939 











Bands and 


(Week of Jan. 16) 


Orchestras 





Permanent addresses of bands 
without charge. 


For reference guidance, initials 


As far as possible, 








No charge is made for listing in this department. 


P—park, C—cafe, D H—dance hall, 
street addresses in 


or orchestras will be published 


represent: H—hotel, T—theatre, 
B—ballroom, R—restaurant. 


large cities are also 








included. 
A Coon-Sanders, New Yorker H., N. Y. C, 
Cornwell, Frank, Mayfair C., Boston 

Agnew, Chas., Edgewater Beach H., Coslow, Sam, NBC, 711 7th Ave., N.Y¥.C 
Chicago. Cox, Geo., KGFJ, L. A. 

Albert Jules, C. 8. 8., 485 Madison!. Coyle, L. H.. 219 M. 10th St.. Easton. Pa. 
Ave., N. Y. C. 3 < Craig, Francis. Hermitage H.. Nashville. 
Allen, Wally, 1914 Blvd, East, W. New Crescent Orch., Armory, Middletown, 
York, N. J. ‘= 2 

Alsdort, U. J., 98 Liberty St., Newburgh. Crawford, “Buzz,” 2115 Pennsylvania 
Almare, Joe, New Bamboo Inn, Chicago. | Ave., N. W., Washington. 

Amidon, A., 912 KE. 8th St., Flint, Mich. 


Anderson & Ohm Port- 
land, Ore. 
Appel, Oscar, The Cathay, Baltimore. 


Armbruster, J. L., B. A. C., Buffalo. 


Multnomeh H, 


Arcadia Syncopatorsa (C. Edgerton), 2006 
Addison St., Phila. 

Aster, Alex, Willard’s R., 308 S. Mich- 
figan Ave., Chicago. 


Box 895, Coral Gables, 
Atkins, A. P., 8614 6th Ave., 


Astoria, Jo, P. O. 
la 


Des Moines. 


Austin, S., Davis Is. Country C., Tampa. 
Axt. Dr Wm., M-G-M Studio, Culver 
City, Cal. 
B 

Baffa, Wm., Boos Bros. C., L. A. 

Baird, Maynard, Crystal T., Knoxville, 
Baldwin, P., Frontenac, Quebec, Can. 
Ballew, Smith, Palm Island C., Miami 


Beach, Fla. 


Bard, Jos., Golden Pheasant R., Balto. 

Barnard, B., 330 W. Morrell St., Jackson, 
Mich. 

Barringer, Don, Calico Cat B., Miami. 

Bartlett, O., Book-Cadillac H., Detroit. 

Barton, Herbert, 545 5th Ave., N. Y¥. C 


Beenar, Montauk Point, 
65 No. lith St., 


Bastian, Walt., 
Bauer, F. J., 
WN. Y 


Mon- 


ke J, 
Basile, Jos., Newark, 
N. 
State T., Detroit. 


67 Ormond St., Roghester, 


Baum, Babe, 226 Rose St., ae Tay Pa. 
Baum, Oscar, Paramount T., . A. 

Bay State Aces (Al Relyea), ‘ Mohawk 
8t., Cohoes, N. Y. 

Beale, Bob, Athens Club, Oakiand, Cal. 
preckiey. T., 102 E. 8th St., Wilmington, 
Beecher, Keith, College Inn C., Chi, 
Benavie, Sam, Fisher T., Detroit. 
Bennett, Dave, Station “WJJID, Palmer 


House, Chicago. 
Mh ie W. E., 67 Grand Ave., Englewood, 
Berger, W. J., 6449 Penn Ave., Pitts- 
durgh 
Bergin, Fred, Idora Park, Teepanewn. oO. 
Bernie, Ben, Sherman H.. Chi. 
Bestor, Don, Wm. Penn Hi.. Pittsburgh. 
Bingham, T. W., 18 8. Ryan St., Buffalo. 
Bissette-Maclean, Marigold R., Rochester. 
Bittick, Jim, H., Town House, Los An- 
geles. 
Blaufass, Walter, Tip Top Inn, Pullman 
Bidg., Chicago. 


Bloom, Leon, Station WBBM, Wrigley 


Crawford, Thomas L., Wichita, Kans. 


— Prent, McElroy B. R., Portland, 
re 

— 8. B.. 814 E. 6th St., South Bos- 
on 

Currie, Harry, Seelbach H., Loutsville. 
Cummings, Johnnie, Webster H,., Canan- 
Caigua, N. Y. 

Cutler, Ben., Arbat C., 48th St. and 
Broadway, N. Y. c. 
D 

Dahl, Ted, KMTR, Hollywood. 

Dantzig, E. J., 642 Putnam ave., B’klyn 
D'Artri’s Orch., 61 14th St., Norwich, 
Conn. 

Daugherty, Emery, Jardin Lido, Arling- 


ton H., Washington, D. 
Davidson, J. W., Norshore T., Chicago. 


Davis, C., Indiana ) Indianapolis. 
Davis, Eddie, 1650 Bway, a Ss 

Davison, Walt, Mainstreet T., K. c. 
DeForest, Don, Jantzen Beach, Portland, 
re. 

Delbridge, Del., 404 Madison T. Bldg., 
Detroit. 

Del Pose, Senor, 1587 B'way, N. Y. 
DeLuca, J., 331 St. Marks Ave., eed 
lyn, N. ¥. 


Denny, Jack, Mt. Royal H., Montreal. 


Deterich, Roy, Stevens H, Chicago. 

Devron, Geo., Stevens H., N. Y. C. 

Dewees, Lowell, 1200 Jackson St., Spring- 
field, Il. 

Domine Orch, 22 4th St., Troy, N. Y. 

Donahue, Bill, Drake H., Chi. 

Donnelly, W. H., 239 Glenwood Ave., E. 
Orange, N. J. 

Doty, Mike, Celesium B. R., Tacoma. 
Wash. 


Dougherty, Doc, Adelphia H., Phila. 
Dumont, Adolphe,’ Station oe > egaga 
Dunn, Jack, El Patio B. R., L. 

Dushin, Ed., Central Pk. C.. N. ‘. Cc. 


E 
Edmunds, Gien, Deauville Club, Santa 
Monica, Cal. 
Eisenbourg, Dok. Shepard - Colonial R., 
Boston. 


Elmwoed Band, 872 Van Nostrand Ave., 
Jersey City. 

English-Gibson, Rendesvous B. R., Balboa 
Beach, Cal. 
Enkom, Geo., McElroy’s B. R., Seattle. 
Eppel, 6786 N. 7th St., Philadelphia. 
Erickson, Al, RKO- Hillstreet T., In. & 
Erickson, Harry, Saltair Beach Co., Salt 





Bldg., Chi. 
Blumenthal’s Orch., Sovereign Hotel, Chi- 
@ago. 
Borowsky, Jasha, Biltmore H., UL. A. 
Boulander, Chas., Frolics (., Miami. 
Bowley, Ray, 21 Beacon St., Hyde Park, 
Mass. 
Boyle, Billy, Copley-Plaza H., 
Brandy’s Singing Bd., 
Lansing, Mich. 
Breeskin, Daniel, Earle T., Washington. 
Brigode Ace, Coney Island, Cincinnati. 
B' way Collegians, 


Boston. 


Pal mer's Park. 


Lake City. 
Everett, Hume, Lakeside P., Denver. 
F 
Fay. Bernard, Fay’s, Providence. 


Farrell, F., Inn. 4 Sheridan Sq., N. Y. C. 
Feeney, J. M., 226 EB. lith St., Oakland. 
Fagan, Ray, Sagamore H., Rochester. 
Fal'on, Owen, Sweet's B. R., Oakland, 
Cal. 

Fabello, Phil, Coliseum T., N. Y. C. 

Farr, Aaron, Miami! Beach Country C., 
Miami Beac*. 

Feldman Joe, 1068 EB. 08th St., Cleveland, 


Walled Lake B., De- | onio. 


troit. Ferdinando, Felix, Le Chateau B. R.. Man- 

as Phil, Grand Central H., Mountain- ehester, a H. wert , ? 
e, Feyl. J. W., 878 River St., Troy, N. Y. 
Broudy, "Dave. Grant T., Pittsburgh. Fischer. Carl, Majestic D. H., Detroit. 
Brower, Jay, El Capitan T., San Fran- Fischer. C. L., 914 So. Westnedge 8t.. 

Blaco. Kalamazoo, Mich. 

eee T., 922 Oth St., Harrisburg, Fisher, Bob, Pyramid C., Hollywood. 


Brusiloff, Nat, 19 E. 49th St., N. UY. C. 
Bryant, W. + 1526 8. Oth St’, Terre 
Haute, Ind. 

Buck, Vern, Wil-Shore B. R., Ch.i 
Buckeye Wonders, 645 So. Main St. 
Akron, O. 


none Jules, Club Lido, Santa Monica 


‘Bulcswkies Califs., 
Bunchuk, Yasha, Capitol Beg Bc as GS 
Burk. Milo, Brockton, Mass. 

Burke, Chick, Amesbury, Mass. 


Eagle B., Milwaukee. 


Fisher, Max, c/o Loew, 1540 Broadway, 
Mi Bs Se 

Finston, Nat, Par. Studio, Hollywood. 
Fitzpatrick, Eddie, St. Francis H., 8. F. 
PO ae Don, 1419 Reed Ave., Kalamazoo, 

ch. 

Fogg. A. M., 174 Beacon 8t., 


e. 
Fomish, Henry, 
Mich, 


Portland, 
Pleasant Lake, Jackson, 


Foote, R.. Stevens H., Chicago. 
Forbstein, Leo, ist Nat'l Studio, Bur- 


bank, Cal. 
Burke's Canadians, New Constant F 
‘orman, Lou. Palace T., N. Y. C. 

Spring H., Kingston, Jamaica Four Horsemen, Uptown Village Club, 
Burnett, Tiny, Orpheum T., Seattle. Chicago 
eopartnett. Earl, Lincoln Tavern C., Chi-] “radkin, Fred State T.. Jersey City. 
ge 2h. Franklin, Milt, Seattle T.. Seattle. 
wae Lido Venice H., Sand-| freed. Carl. 20 8. Orange Ave.. Newark. 
Butcher-Guth, Pines, Metuchen, N. J. Freeman, Jerry, Casino Nacional, Havana, 


Butler, Mel., Davenport, Spoxane. 
Cc 


Calloway, Cab, Metropolitan T., Boston. 
Caperoon, Fred, 401 Bway, Camden, N. J. 
=ppo, Jos., Lakeside Park, Dayton, O. 
Sane Herb, Navy Pier, Chicago. 
Carberry. Duke, Walpole, Mass. 
Carpenter, Earl, 1619 B’way, N. Y. C. 


Pia Bros.. U. 8. Grant H., San Diego. 
Carr, Jimmy, c-o Taps, 1619 B' way 

i. os Ge 

oo Perk, Mission Beach, San Diego, 
‘al 


Carter, F., Majestic. Long Beach, Cal. 
Casa Loma, Gen. Motors Bldg., N. Y. C. 


Friary. George Rockland, Mass. 
Friedman, Jerry, 1619 B’'way, N. Y. C. 
Friedman, L. F., St. Louis T.. St. Louis. 
Friedman, Snooks, Paramount H., N.Y.C. 
Frieso. J. F., Strand T., Stamford, Conn. 
a Jack, Station WJAR, Providence, 


Frye. Hank, Virginia H.. Long Beach, 


al. 
’ Fuller, Earl, Swiss Gardens, Cinn. 
Funk, Larry, Palais D'Or, N. Y. C. 


aoe. Gus, Cinderella B. R., Long Beach, 
al. 


Galvin, J. J., Plaza T., Worcester, Mass. 
Galliocchio, Jo, 6200 Sheridan Rd., Chi. 


Casa Nova, Greenwich Village, Dayton, O. Gardner. C. C.. 1527 N. 24th St.. Lin- 
Casale, M., 140 Pine 8t., Williameport, | coln. Neb. 
Garrigan, Jimmy, Congress H., Chicago. 

Casstay, D. L., Vancouver H., Vancouver. Gates. Manny. Alcazar H.. Miami. 
B. Gaul. Geo.. Washington, D. C. 

* a Pep, Victoria H., N. Y. C. Geidt. Al. 117 8. N. J. Ave... Atlantic 
Caus*r, Bob, Ithaca H., Ithaca, N. Y. City. 

Cavallare, John, 20 irving St.. New Gendron, Henri, Ortental Gardens, Chi. 


Haven. 
Cavato, Ets, Flotilla Club, Pittsburgh. 
Cave, Don, El Mirador H., 


Calif. 

Cervone, Izzy, 602 Blackstone Bldg. 
Pittsburgh. 

Chardler Billy, Palmer H., Chicago. 


Charies, Roy, Golden Pumpkin c., Chi. 
Chapman, Jack, Merry Gardens B., Chi 
Chlo-E- -Revelers, 
Orleans. 
Christensen, Paul, WKY, Oklahoma City. 
Christie, H. J., 1831 N. Ormsby Ave., 
Lou'sville. 


Palm Springs, 


Station WJBO, New 


Gerun, Tom, Bal Tabarin, 8. 

Gill, Joe, Holly wood See Galveston, Tex. 
Ginsberg. Ralph. Station WJJD. Chicago. 
Girvin, Hal., Fairmont H., S. F. 

‘a Goff, Mark. Brigzs R.. Detroit. 
Goldberg. Geo.. Celestial R.. Bay Shore 
Park. Baltimore, Ma. 


Golden. Neal. WOR. N. Y. C. 

Goldkette,. Jean, Book Tower. Detroit. 
Gonzales. 5. N.. 310 E. 4th St.. Santa 
Ana. Cal. 

Gordon, Leon, Hollywood B. R., Holly- 
wood. 


Gordon, Herb, Wardman Pk. H., Wash. 


Church, Ross, Buckeye Lake P., Buck- Gorman, Ross, Biltmore H., N. Y. C. 
eye lake O. Gorrell, Ray, 404 Madison T. Bidg., De- 
Clarke. Herb. L., Municipal Band, Long | troit. 
Beach, Cal. Graham, Paul, Jenklinson Pav., Pt. Pleas- 
Cievelanders, Fuller’s Garden, Cincinnati. | ant. J. 


Coakley Jack, Taits C., S. 


Col. F.. 252 W. Douglas’ St., Reading, Pa. 


Grass. Chet, 


2040 S. Corona, Denver. 
Grayson. Hal, 


Roosevelt H., Hollywood. 





Coleman. Emil, El Pateo C., N. Green, Jimmy, Beach View Gardens C., 
College Club, 4120 Dewey o. Omaha. | Chicago. 
— Serenaders, Far Eest R., Cleve- Greer, Billy, 1002 Main St.. Davenport, 
nd. a. 
Columbo, Russ, Waldorf-Astoria Hotel, Grosso, Paul, Arlington H., Colorado 
. Springs, Col. 
Condolort. A.. Adelphi H., Philadelphia. Guanette. Lou. 16 St. Angelo St.. Quebec. 
Conley. Falph, 1119 Grand St., Wheel- Guren, Tom, Bal Tabarin, S. F. 
fag. W. Va Gurnick. E4.. 36 Reynolds Ave., Provi- 
Conrad Hl. 1068 Park Ave., N. Y. C. dence. 
Cooley, Frits, Maple View, Pittsfield, Gunesondorfer. W.. Guernewood, Cal. 
Mesa Guttersom,. M.. Valencia T.. Baltimore. 








H 


Haas, Alexander, 2754 W. 76th St., N. Y. + 
Haines, ‘‘Whitey,’’ Tavern Ina, 183 
Bend St., Pawtucket, R. I. 

Hall, George, Taft H., N. Y. C. 
Hall, Sleepy, MCA, Chicago. 
Halstead, Henry, Balboa Ina, 
Beach, Cal. 

Hallett, Mal., Lawrence, Mass. 
Hammond, Jean, Sky Room, Milwaukee. 
Hamp, Johnny, Lowny, H., St. Paul. 
Hancock, Hogan, St. Antheny H., San 


Balboa 


Antonio. 
Handier, Al, Miralgo C., Chi. 
Eipetucee, Ed., Erlanger’s Columbia T., 


‘Harmon, M.. Club Mirador, Washington. 

Harrison, J., Rendesvous, Toronta 

Hart, Ronnie, British Columbia Pk., Van- 
. 


couver, B. 
Harkness, Eddie, Columbia T., S. F. 
Hatch, Nelson, Old Mill Tea Garden, To- 
ronto, Can. 
a ee Al, 26 Capital St., Pawtucket, 
%. 5 
Haynes, Joe, Coliseum T., Tulsa, Okla. 
Hays Bill. Cathay Tea Garden, Phila. 


Heiberger, Emil, Bond H., Hartford, 
Henderson, F., 228 W. 139th St., N. Y. C. 
Henderson, Gordon, Palace H., 3S. F. 


Henkel, Ted, Capitol T.. Sydney, Aus. 
Henry, Tal, “c-o NBC, 711 Sth Ave., 
ee 

Herberveaux J.. NBC, 180 N. Michigan 
Ave., Chicago. 

Hirabak. A., 1128 Geettman St., Pitts- 
burgh. 


a Bun Lighthouse B. R., Compton, 
alif. 

Hite, Les, Cotton Club, Culver City, Ca). 
Hoagland, Everett, Geo. Olsen C., Culver 
City, Callf. 

Hobbs 
Is. 
Hoffman, Earl, 
Hoffman, L. G., 
Hogan, Tweet, 
Hogan, Bill, 
Ariz. 
Hollowell, 
del. 


Frank, St. Catherine H., Catalina 
Maralago C., Chi. 

78 Ernst St., Buffalo. 
Chanel Lake, Ill. 
Arizona-Biltmore, Phoenix, 
B., Strand D. H., 


Hollywood Collegians, K. of C. C., N. Y. C. 
Holmes, Wright, Martinique H.,, N. Y. C. 


Wilmington, 


Sama Ernie, Colony C., Palm Springs, 
Fl 

Hopkins, Claude, Roseland B, B'way and 
S0th St., N. Y. C. 

ny Higusten, Chas., Monmouth Beach C., 
Howard, Harold, Canyon Hotel, Yellow- 
stone. 


Howard, Tex, Trianon B. R., Seattle. 
Hueston, Billy, 1658 B'way, N. Y. C 
Hutton, J. W., 
Cal. 

Hyde, Alex., c-o- Wm. Morris, 1560 B’ way, 
me oe - 


Waukesha 


Coronado H., San Diego, 


Illini Serenadera, 
waukee, Wis. 
senpersas Marimba, American House, Bos- 
to 
Toate, Ed, Vanity Fair B., 
Va 


Beach, Pe- 


Huntington, 


Irving, 
Conn. 
Iseminger, Bill, Hagerstown, Md. 

Isitt, Doug, Butte, Mont. 

Iula, Felice, Rivoli T., Baltimore. 
lula, Ruffino, City _ Bd., Baltimore. 


Lyceum T., New Britain, 


Jackson’ 3 Jazz, 18 Chestaut St., Glovers- 
ville, N. 
James, a El Capitan T., Hollywood. 


Janis, Fred, Turkish Village ‘ce. Chicago. 
Janover, A. L., 1265 Grant Aveé., M, ¥: CS. 
“as H., 475 Hawthorne Ave., Newark, 


Jehle, John, 75 Driggs Ave., 
Jockers, Al, 1619 B’way, N 
Jockers, Monro, 1430 N. 
L. A. 

Johnson, C., Small’s Paradise, N. Y. C. 
Johnson, Dwight, ‘Multnomah H., Port- 
land, Ore. 

Johnson, Merle, 155 W. 46th St., N. Y. C. 
Johnston, O. W., 48 Grove Ave., Ottawa. 
Jolly Joyce's Syn., 915-17 Walnut St.. 
Philadelphia. 

Jordan, Art, 6241 Norwood St., Phila. 
Jones. Isham, ‘Elitch Gardens, Denver. 
Jorgensen, Ruth, 1235 Sheldon St.. Jack- 
son, Mich. 
Joy, Jimmy, Brown Hotel, Loutsville. 
Joyce, Jerry, KFWB, Hollywood. 


K 
Kahn, Art, Via Lago C., Chi. 
Kahn, Herman, Capitol T., Newark, N. 8. 
Kahn, Reger W., 1607 B' way. uN... z. C 
Kallis, H., Lido ‘Venice C., Boston. 
Kamas, Al, Swanee B. = “ae 
Katz, Al, Hollywood R., N. 
Kaufman, W., 2 N, 10th St., Lebanon, 


a. 

Kayser, Joe, Dreamland B. R., Chicago. 
Kay, Herbie, Aragon B., Chi. 

Kayser, Kay, Nixon R., Pitts. 
as i gan, Ross E., 22 Gold St,, Freeport, 


Keiler, Wm. R., 4115 Gist st., Woodside, 
as, Ban Bee Bi 


Kelly, Harry, Stevens H., Chicago. 
Kelly, Paul, Lido C., 8S. 'F. 
Kemp, Hal, New China C., Cleveland. 
Kcennets, Larry, 801 Keenan Bldg., Pitts- 
burgh 
Kenin, Frank, Lotus fsle, Portland, Ore. 
Kenin, Herman, Fox's B'way, Portland, 


re. 
H., Benj. Franklin H., Phila. 


Brooklyn. 
¥. G 
Benton Way, 


Kentner, 
Kerr, Chas., Golden Dragon, Phila. 
Kestner. Jos., N. B. C., Merchandise 
Mart, 222 North Bank Dr., 1. 

eens Serenaders, Gd. Riviera T., De- 
troit 

King, Hermie, Oakland T., Oakland, Cal. 
ey acted 68 Mueller St., Bingham- 
‘on 
Kirkpatrick, Ed, St. Francis H., 8. F. 
_— Fred, Kingsway H., Hot Springs, 
Ark. 

Kline, M., 5456 Spruce 8t., | An Oana 
Kneisel, E., Biltmore H., Atlanta. 
Knickerbocker Club, Berks County Trust 
Bldg., Reading, Pa. 

Knights of Rhythm, 20 Meadow 8t., 
Amsterdam, N. Y. 

Knutson, Erling, President H., K. C. 
ie 9 Harry. c-o NBC, 222 No. Bank 
or 

Kosloff, Lou, Loew's State T., L. A. 
Kezals, Jim, Station WCFL, Chicago. 
pears. Walt, 847 Claremont Bldg.. 


a Art, Wieconsin H., Milwaukee. 
Krumhols, G., P. O. Bor 404, New Bed- 
ford, Mass. 


Kyser, Kay, Bamboo G., Cleveland. 

Kyte Benny, Station WJR, Detroit. 
L 

618 Merrimac St., 


b 


Lagasse, F. 
ass. 


Lowell, 


Laitsky, Ben, Majestic T. Bidg., L. A. 

Lampe, Del., NBC, Merchandise Mart, 
222 No. Bank Dr., Chicago. 

Lane, Eddie, McAlpin H., N. Y. C. 

Lang. Henry, Baker H., Dallas. 

Lange Arthur, RKO-Pathe Studio, Culver 
City, Cal. 

Lange, J. V., 27 Abbutt St.. Lowell. Mass 
nt Sam, c-o CBS, 485 Madison Ave., 
a Cc. 


Laughtner, Harris, St. Francis H., 1. A. 
Lawe, Bernie, Pattis C., Des Moines, Ia. 
Letkowits, Harry, Casley H., Scranton. 


Leftwich, Jelly, Oceantc H, Wrightsville 


Beach, N. C. 
Lehman, Al, White City B. R.. Chicago. 
Leonard Harold. Windsor H., Montreal. 
Levin, Al, 456 Whalley Ave., New Haven 


Levitow, Serrard. Commodore H., N.Y.C. 

Lido Orch., Sulte we Loew Bldg., Wash- 
ington, D. C. 

Lover. Vincent. St. Regis H.. N. Y. C. 





T.itt, Netl, Mirador B. R.. Phoeniz, Ariz. 
St., Chi. 


Lombardo, Guy, Roosevelt H., N. Y. C, 
Long, Dick. Murtis H., Minneapolis. 
Lowd, Howard G., Orkney Springs H., 
Orkney Springs, Va. 

Lowry, Ed., Audubon T., ye 
Lowe, Scl, Manchester T., LA A. 

Loye, Stan, Mammoth H., Yellowstone. 
Ludwig, C. ‘‘Zaga.’’ 23 Clifford <Ave., 
Manchester, N. H. 

Luse, Harley, Wilson's B. R., L. A. 
Lyman, Abe, 1619 B’'way, N. | we 
Lynn, Sammy, 2006 Wichita &t.. Dallas. 


M 
Macdonald, Rex, Coilseum, St. 
ure. 
Mack, Austin, Golden Pumpkin C., Chi. 
Mack, Dave, Paris Inn, L. A. 


Peters- 


c Afaier. F. J.. 3007 8d St., Ocean Park 
val. 

Makins, Ediéle, LeClaire C., Chi. 
Maloney, R. B., 806 Elinor St., Knoxville, 
Tenn. 

\, Bros., Pacific Garden, Long Beach, 
Marthe Al 807 N. Francis, Madison, 
ea acburger, H., 346 Knight St., Reading, 


Marengo, Joe, Italian Village, L. A. 


Mareh, Chas., Ft. Pitt H., Pittsburgh. 
Marinaro John, Beaux Art c.. 30 W. 
40th st.. N. Y. C. 

Martin, Fred, Bossert H., B’klyn. 
Mart'n, Slim, Pantarecs T., Hollywood. 
Maslim, Sam, Seneca H., "Rochester. 
Mason, Bobbie (Miss), New China R.. 
Youngstown. Ohto. 

Masters, Frank, Tivoli T., Chicago. 
Mayfair, Bernie, 70 So. Division, Bat- 
tle Creek, Mich. 

oe Eddie, 80 Crooke Ave., Brookiyn. 


: McCoy, Clyde, Terrace Garden R., Chi. 


McDowell, Adrian, Town & Country C., 
Milwaukee. 

McEnelly, E. J., 96 Sylvan St., Spring- 
field, Mass. 

McGay, J., Detroit Country Club, Detroit. 
McGowan, Loos, c-o R. W. Kahn, 1607 
a was, x. 2. ¢, 

Mcintyre, James, Chateau Laurier, Ct- 


awa 
McIntire, Lani, 
McVeas, I. S., 
ee se, 
Ch 
Mella, Wm., 91 
Park, N. J. 
Memphisonians, 92 S. Main St., 
Meo, Jimmy, Colosimos, Chicago. 
Messenger, Al, Roseland, Taunton, Mass. 
Merrick, Mahlon, e-o N. B. C., San Fran- 


KMTR, Hollywood, 

1221 E. 33d St., lL. A. 
Bob, College Inn, Sherman H., 
Edwin S8t., Ridgefield 


Memphis. 


cisco. 

he Ben, RKO-Palace T. Bildg., 
| ee 

Meyer, M. F., 926 Broadway, Brooklyn, 

» # 

a Oscar, 4529 Camac St., Phila- 
delphia. 

Meyers, Al, 6200 Girard Ave., Phila. 
Meyers, Louis Horn's D. H., L. A. 
Meyers. Vic, Trianon B. R., Seattle. 
— Jack, De Witt Clinton H., Albany, 
N. 

Milier, J. Franz, Statler H., Detroit. 
Miller, Jack, Press Club, Montreal. 
Miller, N., 121 Williams St., Chelsea, 
Mass. 


Milan, Bert, Eastwood Park, Detroit. 
Miller, Vic, Loew's State, Syracuse. 


— Doyle, 1192 Middiesex St., Lowell, 
fas 

Mills,, Floyd, 786 Fayette St., Cumber- 
land, Md. 

Minich, Ed., 1101 Prospect Ave., Scran- 
ton, Pa. 

Mitchel, Al, Olympia T., New Haven. 


Molino, Carlos, Ambassador, H., L. A 

Moore, Carl, Le Salle H., Chi. 

Moore, ‘.ew, Venice B. R., Venice, 

Moore, Tom, Solomon's B. R., L. A. 

Morey, Al, Worth T., Ft. Worth. 

Morris, Glen, Silver Slipper, Baitimore. 

Mosby, Curtis, Apex C., S. 

Mosher, V., 8187 10th Ave. 5., Minneap- 
olis. 

Murtal, Fred, Oriental T., Detroit. 

Moana H., Waikiki Beach, Honolulu, Ha- 
wali. 

N 


Nashold, Dudley, Nasholda’s B. R., Seattle. 

Naylor, Oliver, Walton H., Phila 

Neff, Art, 6228 Spruce St., Philadelphia. 
ae Nick, 3150 24th St., Astoria, 


Neibauer, Ed, Wilshore D. H., Chi. 
Nelson, Ozzie, Palace T., New Haven. 
New Orleans Owls, H. Roosevelt, N. O. 
Newman, Alfred, U. A. Studio, Holly- 
wood, 

Nolan, Bob Fisher T., Detroit. 
Norman, Jess, KPO, 9. F. 


Cal. 


O’Brien, =. Saranac Lake H., Saranac 
Lake, N 

yostavet | 35 Duffield St., Brooklyn, 
O'Hearn, Trave, LeClair H.. Moline; Ill. 
Olsen, George, Richman C., m3. S 
Oppenheim W., Benj. Franklin H., Phila. 
Original Georgia 8, Danceland, Jamaica. 


Original Yellow Jackets, Summerland 
Beach, Buckeye Lake, O. 

Orlando, Nick, Plaza H., N. Y. C. 
Osborne, Will, 1650 Broadway, Ne ¥.. © 
Owen, Frank, Merry Garden B. R., Chi. 


P 

Paso, George C., Roseville, O. 

Paige, Ray, Station KHJ, L. A. 
Paleman, Dan, Black Cat R., N. Y. C. 
Paimquist, Ernie, Eagle B- R, Milwaukee. 
Parisian Red Heads, 22 W. North St., 
Indianapolis. 
Parker, Dud, 230 Hart St., B’klyn, N. Y. 
Pasternack, Steve, Luigt’s R., Detroit. 
Pearl, Morey, 268 Hunting Ave. Boston. 
Peck, Jack, 801 Keenan Bldg., Pittsburgh. 
— Orch. Monmouth 8t., Newport, 


Pernt, Don, Saenger T., New Orleans, La. 
Peterson, Art, Trout- -dale-in-the-Pines, 
Evergreen, Colo. 
“2 Doc, New Kenmore H., Albany, 
oe B., Tivoli T., Michigan City, 
m Pieters Orch., 1842 Palmetto Ave., To- 
Philbrick*s Orch... Younker’s Dept. Stere, 


Des Moines, Ia. 
Phillips, Phil.. —— Bagdad, Dallas. 


Piccino, A., . 8th St., Reading, Pa. 
Pierce, Chas., Midway Gardens, Cedar 
Lake, Ind 

Pipp’s Orch., Sullivan's, Edmonton, Can. 
— Ben, Ship Cafe, Waukeshaw, 
cn. 

Pometti. V. D., Boos Bros. C., L. A. 


Pontrelli, Nick, Rose Room B. R., L. A. 
PR cae Pete, Palace B. R., Ocean Park, 


Prado, Fred, American House, Boston. 
Prince, G.. King War Lo R., Detroit. 


Pullen, R. E., 1255 Sallers St.. Frankford, 
Phila. 
Q 
Quaw, Gene, Cosmopolitan T1.. Denver. 
R 
Ralston, Jack. Station WOl. Washing- 
ton, . C 
Rancoell, Art. Font«nelio H.. Omaha. 


Radin, Oscar, M-G-M Studio, Culver City, 
Cal. 


Rapee, Erno, NBC, 711 7th Ave., N. Y¥. C. 

Rasmussen. F.. 143 Graham Ave.. Council 
Pluffs. Ya 

Read, Kemp, 539 Ashley Blvd., New Bed- 
ford, Mass. 

Reese, Gardner, Hollywocd C., Tona- 
wanda, N. Y. 

Reisman, Leo, Mayfair C.. Boston. 

Renard, Jacques, C. De La Paix, N.Y.C 


Reser, Harry. 143 W. 46th St.. MN. Y. C. 
Rhythm Makers. Pacific Coast Cl, Long 
Rirythm Roamers care Chas. Mack, De- 
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Richards Barney, aa, * Ct 
Rickitts, J. C., Kosctuske, Wines, 
aren RW] Eike H.. Boston 

ttembau oo Artiste T.. rett 
Riaso, Vimcent, Sylvania H., * pane 
Lap nea Penn, Commodore B., Lewely 


Roberts, Miles, 8 Sheldon St., P 
Robinson, Johnny, Olympic i. , Beattin i 
Radriguez, Jos., KFI, L. A 


Roesner, Walt, Fox T.. eon Fran 
Rhode, Karl, Loew’s Orpheum, Seen, 
Roky, Syracuse H., Syracuse. 


none. BA. wh w. oe St..N. Ye 
omane!!i, ng ward I " 
Rose, Irv.. Statler H., St. it bee 
Rossman. Harold Ragdad C.. Miami, 
Rothschild, Leo, 306 W. lath St., N. v.4, 
Royal Canadians, Mayflower H., Palm 
Beach, Fila. 


Royal Novelty Six, Station WMAQ. Chie 
cao. 
Russell, 


B., King Cotton H., 
Russell, Narr 


Jack, Casino Moder ne 


Russo, Dan, Canton Tea Gardena Chie. 
cago. 

Ss 
Sabin, Paul, Delmonico C., N. Y, 


Sagerquist, Eric, Station WIBO, Chicege, 


Sands, P., 215 Ridgewood Ave., B'klya, 
Santaella, Saivatore, KTM, L. 

Santrey, Henry, Beacon T., N. Y. Cc. 
Schara, C, F.. 624 Bway. Buffalo, N. ¥, 
Schill, J.. Arcadia B. R.. N. ¥. Cc. 
Schubert, Ed.. 34 Arthur Bt.. Lawrence, 
Mass. 

Schumiski, Joe, Station WCFL. Chicaga 
—— U. J., 819 Court St.. Fremont, 
lo. 

Scoggin, Chic, Pla-Mor B. R., Kansas 
City, Mo. 

Scott, L. W.. 900 Dilbert Ave., Springs 
field, O. 

Scott. Frank, 254 President St.. B’klym, 
t.. x. 

Seiger. Rudy. Fairmont H., 8S. F 
Seidenman, Sid. Mayflower H., Wash. 
Selvin, Ben, c-o Col. Recording, 55 Sth 
Ave. 

Setaro, A., Granada T., ¥ 

Severi Gino, Pig N W histle C, Hollywooa, 


Sheffers. H. C., Wilbur’s, Taun‘on, Mase, 


Strelton, Geo., ‘Olympia H.. Seattle. 
Sheridan, Phil, Mossula, Mont. 
Siani, Joe Von T.. & F. 


Sidell. Curtiss. Marcell C., Altadena, 
Sitiverman, D., Missouri T., St Louis, 
Silvester, Johnny, Spanish BR. R.. Seatt'e, 


Simmonds, Arlie, Playland Park, South 
Bend, Ind 

Stmons Seymour, 1504 EY way. Detroit. 
Singer. Sylvester. Pismarck H., Chi. 


Singer, Lou, BonTon B. R., Ocean Park, 


Cal. 
Sissle, Noble, Pk. Central H., N. Y. C. 
Slason, Fred, Lotus R., Washingtom 


Smith, Beasley, Rosemont B., 
Smith, Jabbo, Show Boat C., Chi. 

Smith, Rollin, Hollywood A. C., Hollye 
wood. 
Smelin, 8., 
hio. 

Sorey. Vincent, 
=. & 


B'klyna, 


190 W. Buclirtel Ave., Akron 


CBS, 485 Madison Ave. 


Spector, Irving. WOKO, Albany, N. Y. 
Spielman, M., Calais C., N. Y. C. 
Spitalny, H. Leopold, Chicago a Chi. 
Spitalny, Phil, N. B. C., » a 


Springer, Leon, 134 Pa Aaa ‘Se. Bklym 
Spolidcro J., Boos Bros. C., L. A. 

St. Clair Jesters, Prince Edward Mus 
Windsor, Canada. 

St. Louts Kings, 1288 E. 06th St., B’klya. 
Stafford H.. 911 Sumner St., Lincolm, 
Neb. 

Stafford, Jesse, Palace H., 8S. F. 
Stanfill, John, 820 Broadway, San Aas 


tonio, Tex. 

Stark, Ferdinand, Curran T., 8. F. 
Steiner, Max, Radio Studio, * Holly wood, 
Steed, Hy, Station WMBC, Detroit. 
Stern, Harold, St. Moritz i., mm, ¥. C, 
Stevens, Perley, 258 Huntington Ave. 

Boston. 

Stokes, Harold, E! Torres B., Kansas City, 
s. 

Stoll, Geo., Roosevelt H., Hollywood. 
Stone, Marty, St. Paul H. C., St. Paul. 
Story, Geo., Wong's C., London, Ont. 
Straub, Herb, Buffalo Broadcasting Corp.¢ 

Buffalo. 

Strissoff, Vanderbilt H., N. Y. C. 
Sweet, Al, 29 Quincy st, Chicago. 
Sweeten, Claude, Golden Gate, 3. F. 
Sweeten, Owen, Sth Avenue T., Seattle, 
Sylvano, Frank, Station WIBO, Chi. 


Nantucket Yacht C., Nate 
Phila. 


Taylor, Art, 
tucket, Mass. 
Taylor, H., 1015 Chestnut St., 
Tellyer, Al, Guerneville, Cal. 

Tenner, Joe, L. A. T., L. A 


Teppas, J. J., 333 Glenwood Ave.. Buffale, 


Teeven, Roy. Regent T., Grand Rapids, 
Mich. 

Thies, Henry, WLW, Cin. 

Thomas, Howard, c-o M. C. A., 62 W. 


Randolph, Chicago. 
Thomas, Ollie, Station WBBM, Chicage. 
Tierney Five, Rittenhouse H., Phila. 
Tiloff, Andre, Surf C., Miami Beach, Fie, 
Tobier, Ben, Rosemont B., Bklyn. 
Tobin, John, Coffee Dan's, Chicago. 
Traveier, Lou, Casino B. R., Ocean Park, 

Cal. 


Trini, Anthony, Giolliito’s, N. Y. C. 
Sereotee, Geo., 00 Orange St., Manchese 
ter, } 


{. 
Turnham, Edith, Oaks Tavern. L. A. 


Ullrich, Frank, Roney Plaza H., Miami, 
Unell, Davie, Alabam C, Chi. 


Vv 
Valente, Val., Marquards C., 8. F. 
Valles, Rudy, Pennsylvania H., N. ¥. ©. 
Van Cleef, Jimmy, 41 Paterson St., New 
Brunswick, N. 
Van Steedes, Peter, White's R., N. ¥. C 
Voorhees, Don, 325 W. 45th St., N. ¥. @ 


Ww 
Wadeworth, Wheeler, Gardens, 


Chicago. 

Wagner, Sol, Fmbassy C., Chi 

Walker, Gene, Sea Breeze Beach c., Long 
Beach, N. Y 


Terrace 


Waring’s Penna, c-o J. O’Connor. Hamte 
merstein T. Bldg., N. Y. C. 

Watkins, Sam, Peabody H., Memphis. , 
Weber, Thos., Beverly Hills H., Beverly 
Hills, Cal. 

Weeks, Anson, Mark Hopkins H., L. A+ 
Weems, Ted, Rice H., Houston. 

Wendt, Geo., Roof Garden C., 8. 

Welch, Roy. Fulton-Royal, B’klyn. 
Werner, Ed, Michigan T., Detroit. 
Wesley, Jos., 317 12th Ave., Milwaukee. 
Wetter, Jos.. 617 Adams ave., Scrantom, 
Pa. we 
Whidden, Ed, 125 Dikeman St., Brook!y' 
Wilkins, Don, West Coast T.. Long 
Beach, Cal. 


Williams. Ralph, Muste Box C., Chi " 
Williamson, Ted, Isle of Palme “ 
Charleston, 8. C. 

Wilson, Rilly, Du Pont H., Wilmingtos. 
Wilson Clare, Madison Gardens, Toledo. 
Wilson. F., Marcell Country Club. Pease 
dena. 

Wilson, Meredith, Station KFRC, 8 v.. 
Winebrenner, W. 8., 261 Frederic« “9 
Hanover, Pa. 

Wineland. Sam, KFWB, Hollywood. 
Wittstein, Eddie, New Haven. 

Wolf, Leo, Vanity Fair C., Chicage. 
Wofe, Rube, Bouevard T., L. A. 
Wright. Joe. Siiver Slipper C.. 8. F. ry 
Wolohan, Johnny, E! Patio B. R., 8 ¥- 
Wright, Joe. 410 Mills Bidg., 38. F. 
Wunderlich. F.. 1587 E. 19th St., Bki. 
Wylie, Allister. Coronado H.. st. L. 


z 


Zoeper's Arabian atghte, 
ber, Case Lake, Mich 


Keego Har 
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~——Anside Stuff—Radhio 


Quick run-out on Hollywood by Buddy Rogers was occasioned when 
he learned that William Paley, President of CBS, was on his way to 
try and tie Rogers and his band to an exclusive CBS broadcasting and 
representation contract. Paramount, part owner of CBS, had talked to 
Rogers and told him it would be the wise thing for him to do, Rogers 
didn’t agree, believing he should look over the field before okaying. 
Neither the studio nor Paley knew that the star had gone east until 
after the arrival in Hollywood of Columbia’s prexy. 

In New York Rogers joined NBC, but just for six months. 
end of that time, he figures on having his father do his business, 





At the 





Since the return of Kolin D. Hager to his old post as studio manager 
of WGY, Schenectady, N. Y., there has been a gradual strengthening of 
its local programs. Idea seems to be two-fold, to still listener complaints 
regarding ‘old stuff’ and of meeting the competition furnished by WOKO, 
the CBS Albany station. 

WGY no longer had the local field, either in broadcasting or in pub- 
licity, to itself. It appears to be working in close co-operation with 
the Albany ‘Times-Union,’ obtaining in that Hearst sheet the publicity 
it formerly landed in the rival Gannett dailies. The latter give space 
precedence to WOKO, The territory WOKG covers is much less than that 
planketed by WGY, the power of the latter station being 100 times 
greater than that of the former. 


Doing an about-face on its policy against local expansion of facilities, 
CBS’ western division has taken over a flock of additional floor space in 
the Wrigley 
of more studios. Previous attitude of the network’s Chicago 
ment had been that it would rather shift the originating of its surplus 
commercial programs to New York than boost the overhead with an elab- 
orate studio layout, and appreciably cut down the heavy profits taken 
out of the Chi end by the network. 

Besides feeding the basic network, the Loop CBS studios carry the 
burden of shooting sustaining programs over small links extending 
through the southeast and southwest. Figured that all around the num- 
ber of programs originating from this point have increased over 20% 
since last August. 


The way it’s done in California makes one yearn for an invention 
which would enable the broadcasting advertising nuisances to know how 
vehemently and in what concerted numbers the radio public tunes out 
these pests of the ether. 

Especially baneful and banal are those cut-rate clothing store or cos- 
metic sales spielers who announce with all the eclat of sponsoring a 
costly program that: “Through the courtesy of the Blah Blah Blah Co. 
we now offer a selected concert program by Nat Shilkret and the Victor 
Salon orchestra, with distinguished soloists, especially featuring Bing 
Crosby.’ 

Thus having centered attention, each disk is thereafter announced 
with the legally required addenda that Crosby’s number is ‘a phonograph 
record.’ If not technically a deception, it is certainly unethically pre- 
sented, and may do more to bring down censorial wrath in short order 
than anything else. 


NBC has given orders that Charles ‘Buddy’ Rogers, now under NBC 
contract, be referred te only as Buddy Rogers. 

The Charles is to be dropped from his name, according to the orders 
issued to the press department, 





Either the short waves are especially kind to Buenos Aires or there's 
something about crossing the Atlantic which jazzes up the broadcasts. 
Lucky Strike pick-up from B. A. was a click last week although it’s 
more than twice the mileage from New York to the South American 
capital as it is to London or Paris, Latter short wave pick-ups were 
poor and ‘muddy’, whereas the B. A, tango orchestra was a pip. 

Incidentally, probably every publisher must be bidding for that South 
American fox-trot which Carabelli’s orchestra dished forth in the second 
dance set. 


Unusual of one maestro-crooner panning other crooners was the satire 
on the Vallee-Fleischmann hour with the Columbo-Crosby style obviously 
lampooned. Vallee took the curse off it by graciousty complimenting his 
contemporaries, but it was a mild razz none the less. 

When will Lucky Strike remove its own ‘harsh irritant’ off its hour, 
Nina Bryant with her affected voice? L. S.’s idea must be the femme 
counterbalance but Miss Bryant’s quotations of statistics, plus the manner 
of delivery, has become a topie of negative discussion. 








Philadelphia’s foreign language station, WRAX, is regarded as one of 
the most successful commercially in the east. It recently was made part 
of a small chain which includes WPEN of Philly and a Trenton station. 
Chain backing was secured from Clarence Taubel, millionaire twine 
manufacturer and amateur aviator. 

WPEN goes on the air generally at seven a.m. It features a ‘mystery 
announcer’, Programs are rated suited only to early risers, Talent 
probably couldn’t land with any other station, but it clicks with a certain 
element and merchants go for it. 


Recently Atwater Kent held a convention in Philadelphia but the sales 
talk thing was ruled out, because the distrib wouldn't go for that sort of 
thing. Instead, the company went about the pepping up process by stag- 
ing a presentation, a la show business. During the performance the sales 
matier was injected. 








MISS WARSHAUER MOVES 

Ida Warshauer switched from 
Brockman & Schenck to Con Con- 
rad Music yesterday (Monday). 

Miss Warshauer is in the pro. 
dept. at Conrad. 


-— 


| Leading Orchestras 


| JOSEF CHERNIAVSKY | 


Snubbing Pluggers 


CBS has sent out notices to al) 
publishers informing them that 
hereafter only one representative 
from each publishing firm will be 
permitted in the building. 
> CBS, in its letter to the publish- 
| ers, states that from 15 to 20 song 
7. 





pluggers nightly clutter up its stu- 
dios. CBS will issue but one pass 
to each publisher, made out to the 
representative whom the publisher 
names. 


And His SYMPHO.SYNCOPATORS — 
Incorporated 
JOLSON LAUGHS 


Just finished 20 sensational weeks at Hotel 
Gibson and WLW. Cincinnati, Ohie 
New En Reute Ohie Chicago, Jan. 18. 
VES One Gueireene Schaefer Pen company tried to 
geet Al Jolson for one or more broad- 
easts during his stay here with 


Fer Open Time Address: 
40! Palace Theatre Bidg.. Cincinnati 

‘Wonder Bar’, but Al only laughed 
aud said he wasn’t interested. 


lIACRe CF ' 
JACK CRAWFORD 
= . Schaefer people put on a three- 


ane Ga week pre-holiday air splurge with 
NOW PLAYING Phil Baker and Ted ween oe 
Warner Bros. Station KFWB ehestra and are now probably eye- 
Hollywood. Calif. ing other names for a build-up of 
Direction—Music Corp. of Amer. its pen products. 




















building and put the carpenters to work building a couple | 
manage- | 


10 More Crosby Weeks; 
Columbo Deal Pending 


Paramount has renewed with 
Bing Crosby, CBS baritone, for an- 
other 10 weeks, Crosby’s new con- 
tract with Par calls for $4,000 per 
week. 

Crosby’s first Par 10-week con- 
tract was at $2,500. 

Contract of Russ Cvlumbo, cur- 
rently at the Brooklyn Paramount, 
expires at the end of this week. 

Paramount and 
rently negotiating for a 
with Publix stating that the matter 
is ‘still in abeyance.’ 


NRC are eur 
AN i ait cul 


renewal 





‘CAMPUS CLOWNS STAGE 
CHICAGO CAFE ‘NITES’ 





Chicago, Jan. 18. 

Several undergraduates at loca! 
and nearby colleges are paying their 
way through school by getting to- 
gether with Chicago nite spots on 
‘college nights’ and acting as agents 
for the nite clubs. These under- 
graduates are making their shekels 
by supplying free collegiate enter- 
tainments for the occasions and by 
publicizing the ‘nights’ around the 
campus, 

been a -heavy boom in 


There’s 


collegiate festivals around this 
town’s niteries this season, and 
every dine-and-dance room of any 


now parading a collegiate 
weekly. These started at the 
Edgewater Beach hotel, then 
worked through the College Inn, 
Blackhawk, and down through the 
lesser spots, Via Lago, Beach View 
Gardens and joints which are just 
hideaways. 

Since the collegiates are supply- 
ing their own campus entertainment 
for the evenings, the nite spots are 
laying off regular professiona! talent 
on those occasions. Which has 
started a terrific howl among the 
performers, 


size is 


orgy 


As currently arranged at most 
spots. the undergrad fixes it with 
the nite club tio line up business 


for the evening by spreading the 
news heavy around the classrooms 
and frats, and also line up a crew 
of campus clowns who are plenty 
willing to show off for nothing on 
the floor. In many instances the 
collegiate agent himself acts as the 
impromptu m.c, at the festival. For 
the entire job he usually draws a 
$40 fee at the bigger nite rooms. 
Other elubs shade down the price, 
while some are paying off on a per- 
centage of the collegiate business. 

Campus clowns don’t draw any 
cash payment, but the club always 
kills the check and permits the en- 
tertainer to bring a friend another 
night, at which the check is again 
torn up by the grateful manage- 
ment. 

On the college nights the rooms 
are giving the freshman and his co- 
ed a dinner that won’t sink the 
pocketbook, the feed usually rating 
at a single greenskin per copy. 


° ’ 
Durium’s 4th 
Nick Lucas has been placed under 
contract to record for Durium, the 
lie. Hit-of-the-Week record. Lucas 
is the fourth artist to be secured 





by Durium,. Previous three are 
Rudy Vallee, Phil Spitalny and 
Erno Rapee. Vallee and Spitalny 


cve under an exclusive Durium con- 
tract, while Lucas and Rapee are 
not, 

Durium is now negotiating to ob- 
tain Kate Smith under an exclu- 
sive contract. Miss Smith’s con- 
tract with Columbia Phonograph 
just expired. 


COPS’ ENUNCIATION 
Albany, N. Y., Jan. 18. 

The state police are going on the 
air within two weeks through an 
arrangement with WOKO. Broad- 
will be for 10 minutes every 
night. Troopers, who are now be- 
ing trained in enunciation, will give 
the talks. 

Object is to acquaint the public 
with state police work, how to re- 
port accidents and crimes and how 
to get in touch with state police 





casts 


quickly. A studio is now being 
built in state police headquarters 


in the eapitol. 





More on Hollywood 
Chicago, Jan. 18. 

wane Cedar Chest takes to a link 
of 48 Columbia stations for a weekly 
melange of music and chatter on in- 
terior decorating, beginning March 
18. Latter will describe the home 
interiors of Hollywood stars, with 
the rest of the payroll going to a 
ctnudio orchestra. Contract stipu- 
lates a minimum of 123 weeks. 

Program will originate from the 





network's local key station, WBBM. 








Fire Delays Plan of String of 
Beer Gardens with Smging Waiters 





MRS. GROFE INJURED 


But Ferde and Baby Escape in 
Auto Accident 

Ferde Grofe, the bandsman, ¢s- 
caped serious jury last week, but 
his wife was badly hurt hen 
the Grofe "was ditched as the re- 
sult of an erratic driver in Indiana, 
en route to New York. 

Mrs. Grofe, who was noted for 
her beautiful eeth. lost the front 
upper row. The imprint of the 
teeth were on the dash-board. Her 


forehead and legs were lacerated. 
Couple came on to New York by 

trai.. after emergency treatment at 

a hospital and went to their home 


at Teaneck, N. J. It was necessary 


to remove Mrs. Grofe from the 
train in a wheel chair, 

The driving wheel of the car 
smashed into pieces against the mu- 
sician’s chest but X-rays dis losed 
no serious injury. Mrs. Grofe cud- 
dled their infant son at the time of 
the smash, the child being un- 


scratched. 


AM. SO. HAS YET TO 
BRING FORMAL CHARGES 


It is now more than two months 
since the American Society of Com- 
posers, Authors & Publishers 
charged Robbins with violating the 
cut-in rule, but as yet Robbins has 
not been presented with the 
charges, 

The American Society issued a 
statement in November declaring 
the charges were in the hands of its 
attorney, Nathan Burkan, who would 
present them to Robbins. 

Nothing further was done in the 
matter although Robbins was de- 
moted from Class A to Class D, 
which the Society says had nothing 
to do with the cut-in charge, but 
because of the Metro-Goldwyn- 
Mayer copyright situation. 

The Society denies the charges 
have been withdrawn or that it has 
dropped the matter, insisting it is 
still in the hands of Burkan. 

Robbins’ only knowledge of the 
accusation was received when the 
story was printed in ‘Variety’ and 
later corroborated by phone conver- 
sation between a Robbins exec and 
the late J. C. Rosenthal. 





Team Suing Agent 


Dallas, Jan. 18. 

Damage suit for $106,000 filed 
against Abe L. Jaffee, agent, by 
George Mansfield and John Welsh, 
known on air as ‘Honey Boy and 
Sassafras.’ 3esides the damages 
the radioers request an injunction 
to keep Jaffee from ‘molesting’ 
them, Latter granted. 

Squabble was the result of some 
vaude dates in nabes and smal) 
burgs. 


Quits Publix for Air 


Detroit, Jan. 18. 
Bob Nolan, Publix Fisher m.ec. is 
leaving Publix at the end of the 
current week. He has signed a 48- 
week contract at $375 to direct and 
sing on programs of the company 
handling San Felice, R. G. Dun and 
Dubonnet cigars. 
The San Felice brand goes over 
the chain Feb. 1 out of Chicago. 





Goldman-Warren Together? 

Reported that Mack Goldman and 
Charlie Warren, ex-Remickites, are 
forming their own publishing house. 

Both were given notice when 
Warner ousted the majority of the 
Remick employees and moved Rem- 
ick in with Witmark. 





Dailies Noticeably Absent 
Chicago, Jan. 18. 

Attendance of out-of-town news- 
paper radio editors at the 10th an- 
nual Chicago Radio-Electrical show. 
which opened today (18), is light. 
Reduction in the number of swindle 
sheets is attributed to the marked 
drop in newspaper radio set adver- 
tising. 

Publicity departments of NBC 
and Columbia sent out around 200 
invitations to radio editors all over 
the country for parties the networks 


are throwing here on respective 
nights. Brought about 186 notes of 
regret. 


+> 





The visible part of an idea litere 
ally went up in smoke iast week 
when the old and historic Red Lion 


Inn, on the Boston Pest Road at 
Larchmont, N. Y., was almost total- 
ly destroyed by fire. 

An ember rolled from a log in an 
open fire place, it is figured, and 
started the blaze. Several employees 
were asleep on an upper floor and 
of these one was suffocated by 
smoke and five others taken to the 


hospital through being overcome or 
hurt by jumping from second story 
windows. A number of volunteer 
firemen also required medical treat- 
ment. Louis Brantman, one of the 
owners and manager of the resort, 


escaped unhurt. Loss is estimated 
at $20,000. 
The inn has been closed for the 


last three years. About two months 


ago Brantman, associated with Leo 
Sturm, came along with their idea 
They leased the place and trans- 
formed it into a cross between a 
German beer garden and one of 
those places where the waiters used 
to sing. 
Previous Try 

Pair had tried the plan at Long 
Beach last summer in a place that 
accommodated 1,000. At the Red 


Lion more of a German atmosphere 


prevailed. One slogan was, ‘Let's 
Go Bavarian,’ The waiters, extra 
entertainers and musicians, were 


dressed in merry village costumes 
and entertainment featured German 
songs and dances. German dishes 
also predominated on the menu. 

Waiters were mostly show people 
and are better entertainers than 
servitors, for its a revamped idea 
that will take time to develop again 
It could develop into « route fo: 
this type of entertainer. 

The plan was getting over and 
Brantman and Sturm were easing 
ahead of the nut when the fire up- 
set everything. 

Negotiations were on for opening 
a second place of the kind in Mont- 
clair, N. J., and they had visions 
of ultimately establishing a chain of 
Similar resorts containing definite 
German populations. 

Matters are halted pending ad- 
justment of the situation in Larch- 
mont. 





Actor Sues for Piece 
Of Stanley’s ‘Starlight’ 


Frank J. Lynch of Keller Sisters 
and Lynch, has filed suit for in- 
fringement against Santley Broth- 
ers Music on a song called ’Star- 
light,’ which Santley is publishing. 
Abeles & Green, attorneys for 
Lynch, have requested Santley to 
cease publishing the song and are 
demanding an accounting of the 
profits. 

‘Starlight’ was written by Joe 
Young and Bernice Petkere. Frank 
Lynch claims he wrote a song of 
the same title and had it copy- 
righted on Jan. 23, 1929. He placed 
the song with Harms, avers Lynch, 
which firm although making a few 
orchestations, didn’t publish it 
Lynch says he then took the song to 
Remick where he played it for Joe 
Keit and Joe Young, the latter the 
co-author of Santley’s ‘Starlight.’ 

Lynch alleges he has been broad- 
casting the song for about three 
years. 








Donnelly Moves In 

Harry Donnelly moves his or- 
chestra into ‘he Ballyhoo Club to- 
night (19) behind Jack White. 

Donnelly is the pianist who al- 
most picked up a cauliflower ear 
listening for those Clayton, Jack- 
son and Durante cues, 
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the south side Engle- 
wood as the RKO showing spot, this 
west sider is already taking ad- 
vantage of the seven and eight acts 
displayed for the Wednesday night 
bargain arrays. And where the En- 
glewood ran only one performance 
of the preview, this house is giving 
them two shews, which additional 
turnover is proving a neat boost at 
the box office. This was evidenced 
at last week’s showing by the lobby 
holdout at the close of the first run- 
off. 

Theatre appears set for Wednes- 
day, Saturday and Sunday nights. 
Other evenings are still problems. 
This week it starts a Monday night 
‘discovery’ novelty, which shouid 
help pump that session. All of 
which is likely to squeeze this house 
through the uncertain opening 
weeks. Entire deal is built on short 
coin, front and back, and every little 
angle figures as important in final 
count. 

House appears to be slowly estab- 
lishing a steady family trade for its 
vaude, Present film set-up in town 
prevents this spot from getting any 
feature pictures; only screen fare 
being shorts, 

As far as the flesh is concerned, 
this audience is as lenient as any 
anywhere. Only trouble here may 
be too much response in the way of 
whistling, stamping and other west 
side exuberance which sometimes 
sends this mob out of control. 

Opening were Russell Brothers 
and Olfa. They slipped away on 
the wrong key by a muffed attempt 
at a comedy opening and then 
crawled on a song and dance by 
the brothers and an accordion spe- 
cialty by the femme. Act is so 
thoroughly mechanical that it im- 
presses unfavorably. Edward Cor- 
bin monologued through deuce with 
the help of an excellent memory, 
only trouble being that the audience 
remembered as far back as he did 
and evidently had laughed them- 
selves out for these jokes years ago. 

teed and Bryant were a neat pair 
of colored hoofers, tossing through 
an array of steps predictable for 
such regulation colored dancers 
Closed best with the audience on 
their Bill Robinson-stairs arrange- 
ment. Parillo and Betty, simple ac- 
cordion and violin musical turn, 
took so many encores that it be- 
came a gag with the audience. Pa- 
rillo would still be on if an outside 
message for a doctor in the audi- 
ence hadn’t come through. 

Vance and Lehman started their 
act as if they had a real comedy 
idea, but the idea didn’t blossom. 
Turn is built on comedian’s appli- 
cation for the job of stunt flier. No- 
tion must have come from Capt. 
Jack Vance, who is a barnstorming 
pilot. Lehman is just ‘Fatty’ and 
not successful in getting giggles 
here; Two gals bring up the finish 
of the act with a pleasant terpsi- 
chorean bit but this is ruined right 
at the close by the two men mak- 
ing a sudden reappearance on the 
dark side of the stage singing a 
pop tune badly off-key while the 
gals hold a pose. Spoiled whatever 
chances the act might have had 
with this easy crowd. 

Immediately following this plane 
stuff came an adagio foursome la- 
beled Flying High. It’s the familiar 
three huskies pitching a 90-pound 
girl th. ugh ~-e air, this time with 
aviation costuin.s and back-drop. 
Heavy flying-style suits detract 
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froin the effectivene «= of the turn, 
removing the grace that should be 
present. Strictly the small-time 
edition of the many better similar 
style ‘rangements. Femme-toss- 
ing and posing is without punch or 
polish, 

Class of the evening were the 
standard Fulton and Parker, who 


proved that even a cheap neighbor- 
hood mob will sense talent. Every 
gag a sock and ever piece of com- 
edy business took prizes. The per- 
formers had as much fun as the au- 
dience, from the heavy response. 
They've switched 7o songs in the 
routine, using two current pop 
tunes. Closing was Shube, contor- 


tionist working in frog costume. 
Croaker get-up is to the act’s ad- 


vantage, enhancing the leg-twisting, 
yet without making it objectionable 
to some of the more finical of the 
femme trade. Gold. 


Victoria theatre, northside, opened 
Sunday (17) with Eskel Gifford’s 
dramatic stoc k company, playing a 
grind policy in conjunction with 
pictures. 
Milwaukee, last 
Had been 
the 





week 
booked 
Johnny 


Majestic, 
dropped vaude. 
for Lou Kane through 
Jones office here. 


E. S. Hartman, attorney for 
ASCAP, last week filed suit in the 
Federal court against Leonard Boltz 
operating dances at the Lions ball 
room, and also against C. O. Breinig, 
dancehall operator of the Central 
Gardens and the Inglaterra at Rock- 
ford, Ill. Suits were for infringe- 
ments of copyrighted musical com- 
positions. 


Regent, Keokuk, Ia., started Sun- 
day and Monday vaude this week, 


playing three acts. Villard in Villa 
Park undertakes four acts of vaude 
each Sunday, starting Jan. 24. Both 
spots handled through the Zemater- 
Danger desk. 


feature with ‘March- 
ing By,’ musical at the Great North- 
ern, has handed in her notice to 
leave the cast on Jan. 21. Replace- 
ment likely to come from the un- 
derstudy current with the show. 


Bills Next Week 


(Continued from page 41) 


Adriana Harold Stanton 
6 Gordonians Lou Barrison 
LOS ANGELES Muriel Gardner 


Natalie Hall, 





Loew’s State Sunkist Ens 

Jan. 20-27 OAKLAND 
Star Night’ I Paramount 
Betty Compson Jan. 20-26 


Steve Savage 
Danny Beck 
Consuelo Gonzales 


‘Limehouse Nights’ 
V & E Stanton 
Wing Wah Tr 


Roy Bradley Armando & Lita 
Lillian Price Don Carroll 

Paul Jones Int'l Rev 

Julian Hall Sunkist Ens 

E Judy & S Cheron PHILADELPHIA 
Gioria Pleasants Fox (22) 


Dorothy June 
Elca 2 
MILWAUKEE 
Wisconsin (22) 
‘Carnival’ I 
Raynor Lehr 
Andresons 
Cropley & Violet 
Torney Ens 
MINNEAPOLIS 
Minnesota (22 
‘Manhattan’ I 
Jack Sidney 
Swore & Good 
Bruno White 3 
Jack Lester 
Lucille 
Sunkist Ens 
MOBILE 
Saenger (24-26) 


‘Circus Days’ I 

Bee Starr 

Nelson's Co 

Lillian St Leon Co 

Hooper & Gatchett 

Sayton Co 

PHOE NIX, ARIZ, 
Fox (23-25) 

‘Art Gallery’ I 

Felovis 

Eddie Cole 

Bob, Andy & T’ 

Josephine 

The Gathalots 

O & M Lester 

Herculean 3 

LaMarr Bros 

Mavis & Ted 

Marian & Kathr’ne 

PORTLAND, ORE. 


‘Tomorrow's St’s’ Paramount 
Bernie & Walker Jan. 21-27 
Mary Miles ‘Cherry Blossoms’ I 
Wanda Allen Frank Gaby 
Zelma Eno Tr 
Fern Dale Dorothea 
Buddy & Gretel Jue Fong 
Chiyo Kadomatsu Sunkist Ens 
Helen Ireland SAN DIEGO 
Dorothy Welch Fox 
Theal Nelson Jan. 21-27 
Rudy Kaye ‘6 Races’ I 
NEWARK Frank Jenks 
Branford (22) Pall Mall 
‘Dream House’ I Chief Clearsky 


O'Don'!1-Biair Co 
Masters & Gauthier 
Peg Leg Bates 
Louise Glenn 
Sunkist Ens 
NEW HAVEN 
Paramount (22) 
‘Modern Minstrels’ 
Tyler Mason 
Bruce Jordan 
3 Page Boys 
H Von Fossen 


Adams Sis 
Kanazawa Tr 
SAN FRANCISCO 
Fox 
20-26 
‘Once Upon a Time’ 
Ray Ellis & LaRue 
D & H Blossom 
Keith Wilbur 
Franklin Record 
Sunkist Beauties 
SHREVEPORT 


Jan. 


Mark Nelson Strand (21-23) 
Esther Campbell ‘Sketches’ I 
Sunkist Ens Allan & Canfield 
NEW ORLEANS Franklyn D'Amore 
State (21) L'berlegs Edwards 


‘8 Big Figures’ I 
5 Jansleys 
Poley & LaTure 


Duke Art 
Mildred Perlee 
Frank Hopkinson 
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Shoes for the Stage and Street 


SHOWFOLK’S SHOESHOP—1552 BROADWAY 


‘Gay Vienna’ I 
Duci de Karekjarto 
Gaudsmith Bros 
Rena & Rathburn 
Woodland & Smoot 
Torney Co 

ST. LOUI 

Fox (22 
‘Parasols’ I 
Sheldon & Frayne 
Capt. Mause 
Mignone 
Boyce Combe 
Ray Angwin 
Sunkist Ens 

TOLEDO 

Paramount (22) 

‘Montmartre’ [ 
Joe Jackson 
D’res, D’glas & E’y 
Julian & Marjorie 
Dave Robel 
James DeLucca 
DeVaiery Co 

SPOKANE 

Fox 

Jan. 22-24 
‘Swiss Movem’ts’ I 
Lucky Boys 


Bill Dooley & Lea 


VANCOUVER 
Strand (22) 
‘Carmenesque’ [ 
O'Gorman Bros 
Rose Valyda 
Ray Sax 
Matadors 
3 Madrinas 
Anita Lou 
Sunkist Ens 
WASHINGTON 
Fox (22 
‘Vacation Days’ I 
Zelda Santley 
3 Jacks & Queen 
Wilmot & Peters 
Kirk & Lawrence 
Kathleen Kay 
Sunkist Ens 
WORCESTER 
Palace (22) 
‘Stars of Y't’'y’ I 
Sva Tanguay 
Corinne 
Brown & Jordan 
Ward & Kelly 
Rice & Caddy 
Cho Cho-F Ward 
Harrison Co 





Alexander & Evel'n 





WARNER 





BAYONNE 

DeWitt (23) 
Austin & O’Day 
(Others to fill) 
(16) 
Powers 
Sis 


Diaz & 
Teller 
Gildea Co 

Baby Rosemarie 
Jane Allyn 


CHESTER, PA, 
Stanley (21) 
Al Abbott 
Chase & LaTour 
Wilson Bros 
Andre Duval 
F (14) 
Andre Duval Co 
Marie DeComa 
Roscoe Ails 
Shirley Dahl Orch 
3 French Misses 


ELIZABETH 
Ritz (23-26) 
(To fill) 
2d half (27-29) 
Dalton & Eppers 
Jos B Stanley 
Herbert Faye Co 
2d half (20-22) 
3 Clark Sis 
Jack Strouse 
Davis & Darnell 
Harry Langdon 
4 Robeys 
ELMIRA 
Keeney’s (21) 
Reed & Gold 
(One to fill) 


(14) 
Jimmy Lyons 
Indian —— 

ERIE 


Warner (25-28) 
Gates Claire & H 
Annie Judy & Zeke 
Edwards & Sanford 
Chas King 
Wan Wan San Co 

2d half (29-31) 
W'rthy & Thomps’n 
Jerome & Ryan 
Geo Fawcett Co 
M'ntrose & R'yn’lds 
Bernice & Emily 

2d half (22-24) 
Murand & Girton 
Krafts & Lamont 
Wilson Bros 
Al Abboty 
12 Byonettes 

HOBOKEN 

Fabian (23-26) 
Dalton & Eppers 
Green & Forte 
Galla-Rini & Sig 
Lang & Haley 
Marcus Sis & C B's 

2d half (27-29) 
Hurst & Vogt 
(Others to fill) 

2d half (20-22) 
Miller & Lyle 

(16) 
Dixon & Pal 
Kay Hamilton 
Boyle & Della 
Melody Land 
JAMEST’WN, N.Y. 
Palace (21) 
Gates Claire & H 
Edwards & Sanford 
Wan Wan San Co 
(14) 


Melva Sis 
Harmon & Sans 
Deterregos 
JERSEY CITY 
Stanley (15) 
Louis Armstrong 
(Others to fill) 
LANCASTER, PA, 
Capitol (21) 
Chelm St Orr Co 
McCarty & Stenard 
Young & Mack Co 
Geo Hunter 
Huber 
(14) 


Diaz & Powers 
Frankie Heath 
Edwards & Sanford 
Joe Termini 
In Wrong 
L’WR’'NCE, 
Warper (21) 
Show Boat Boys 
Harry Langdon 
(One to fill) 
14) 


MASS. 


Agemos 
Irving Edwards 
20th Century Rev 
McKEESP’RT, PA. 
Memoriai (20) 
Hamlin & Kay 
Krafts & Lamont 
Johnny Pastine Co 
Dave Mallen 
Princess Wahletka 
(13) 
Frank Demont Co 
McGrath & Deeds 
Jos Niemeyer 
Fiochi Co 
Reed & Gold 
MONTCLAIR, N, J. 
Montclair (21) 


Austin & O'Day 

(Three to fili) 
(14) 

Patti 3 


Teller Sis 

Whitehead & C’lv’t 
6 Capital Steppers 
NEWARK, N. J. 





Mosque (22%) 
Red Donahue 


Lionel Mike Ames 
Dennis White Co 
Serge Flash 


Bob Murphy 
Erma Ward Co 
(Two to fill) 
(15) 
4 Wileys 
Condos Bros 
Galla-Rini & Sis 
Burke & Durkin 
Bobby Pinkus Co 
Doc Baker Co 
Freda & Palace 
Demnati Harlea’ns 
NEW BRITAIN 
Strand (21) 
Green & Forte 
(Three to fill) 
(14) 
Jean Carr 
H & Dan Downing 
Geo Hunter 
Smith Strong & L 
NEW HAVEN 
Roger Sherm’n (22 
Reynolds & White 
Cliff Crane Co 
Murray & Allen 
Russian Revels 
Hill & Hoffman 
(Three to fill) 
(15) 
Calvert Irving & H 
Lang & Haley 
Serge Flash 
Earl Lavere 
Lovejoy Co 
Mel Klee 
Erma Ward Co 
Lee & Sherr Bros 
NEW LONDON 
Garde (14) 
Jean Carr 
(Others to fill) 
PHILADELPHIA 
Earle (23) 
Ruth Sherry 
Dave Harris 
Lew Pollack Co 
Sid Marion 
3 Diamonds 
Mel Klee 
Cyclone Steppers 
(One to fill) 
(16) 


Gruber’s Co 
Russell Johnson 
Harry J Coniey 
Marion Sunshine 
Frank Melino 
Wally Vernon 
Rosette & Lottman 
Honey Co 
Mastbaum (22) 
Clark & McC’llough 
Block & Sully 
Mildred Costello 
Nat C Haines 
(15) 
Ubangi Savages 
Bradna’s Co 
Happy Harrison 
(One to fill) 
PITTSBURGH 
Enright 
Ist half (23-26) 
Honey Tr 
Reed & Gold 
Geo Fawcett Co 
Peggy Bernier 
Poodles Hanneford 
2d half (27-29) 
Kerr & Ensign 
Galla-Rini & Sis 
Peggy Bernier 
Pepito 
(One to fill) 
2d half (27-29) 
Gates Claire & H 
Dave Vine 
3 Rio Bros 
Bernice Claire 
White & Manning 
Harris (23) 
McGrath & Deeds 
3 Dumonts 
Dave Vine 
Fiochi Co 
(One to fill) 
(16) 
Winnie & Dolly 
McDonald & P 
Pat Daly Co 
Holt & Toree 
Paxton 
Stanley (22) 
Bradna’s Circus 
Happy Harrison 
(Two * a" 


Co 


Block & ‘Sully 
3 Sailors 
Casa & Lehn 
Danny Dare Co 

READING 
Astor 

Ist half (22-25) 
Chelm St Orr Co 
Al Abbott 
Millard & Marlin 
McCarthy & Sten’rd 
Frankie Heath Co 
Young & Mack Ry 
2d half (26-28) 
Dance Bits 
(Others to fill) 
2d half (19-21) 
3 Streaks 





Keo Taki & Yoki 
Lane & Harper 
Bert Walton 
Naro Lockford Co 
SHARON, PA, 
Columbia (23) 
Paxton 

Chas King 





Pat Daly Co 
(16) 


Johnny Berkes 
Louis Berkoff Co 

(16) 
Marcus Sis & C B's 
Bayes & Speck 
Britt Wood 
Duke Ellington 

(16) 
3 Smilletta Sis 
Jean Carr 
Austin & O’Day 
H & D Downing 
Fred Ardath Co 
Charley Burns 

WHEELING 
Capitol (21) 

Holt & Toree 
Pat Daly Co 
Bob Robison 
Honey Co 

(14) 


Co 


Dance Bits 

2d half (28-30) 
3 French Misses 
(Others to fill) 

2d half (22-24) 
Rofft & Roffiians 
Rollins Co 
McNally Co 
Millard & Marlin 
Young & Mack Rev 

YORK, PA, 

Strand (21) 
Melva Sis 
Millard & Marlin 
Frankie Heath 
Naro Lockford 

14) 
Nolan Co 
Harold & B 
Stanley 


Paul 

Mack 
Jos B 
Huber 








- London 





VICTORIA 
New Victoria 
Jackson's B's & G's 
Kit-Cat Restaurant 
Petulengro & Orch 

Kit-Cat Kittens 
Company as booked 
Palace 

Charles Higgins 
8 Geltners 
Chefalo 
Lillian Burgiss 
Leslie Strange 
Vice Palace Girls 
Jack Stanford 
MILE END 
Empire 
Max Theilon Tr 
Lily Denville 
Ike Hatch & Step’s 
BRADFORD 
Victoria 
Dinkie Denton Trio 
KILBURN 
Grange 
Three Remos 
Short & Dalziel 
Canterbury 
(11-13) 
Three Remmos 
Ike Hatch & Step’s 
D Williams & Pam 
Max Theilon Tr 


Week Jan. 11 


STRATFORD 
Broadway 
Three Virginians 
Company as booked 
NEW CROSS 
Kinema 
Four Bennos 
David Poole 
SHEPHERDS B’SH 
Pavilion 
Petulengro & Orch 
EDGEWARE RO’D 
Grand 
Welsh Miners 4 
Graham & Douglas 
ASTORIA 
Dance Hall 
Iris Whyte 
CLAPTON 


Rink 
Jack Wynne & Co 
Alec Halls & P’tn'r 
PECKHAM 
Tower 
4 Brownie Boys 
Blum & Blum 
EAST HAM 
Premier 


Wolkowsky & N'd’a 
Harold Walden 
TOTTENHAM 
Palace 
Les Elietts 
George Mozart 








Provincial 





BIRMINGHAM 
Empire 
Cal McCord 
Cosgrove & W'st’d 
Haden Herbert 4 
Olive & Chat 
I'red Emmey 
NOTTINGHAM 
Empire 
Layton & Johnst’ne 
Cal & Nona Kay 
Togo 
El Ray & Partner 


Max Miller 

Van Dock 

Will Power 

Payne & Hilliard 
GLASGOW 

Empire 

The Daros 

Coram 

Gilbert & French 

Scott Sanders 

Fred Sylvester 

Scott & Whaley 





Talboy O'Farrell 
Doris Hare 





Cabaret Bills 





Beaux Arts 


Ruth Goodwin 

Ivon Bouvier 
Alma-Guido 

Louis Barsoni 
Trazato 

Central P’rk Casino 
Mortod Downey 
Velos & Yolanda 
Eddie Duchin Orch 


Connie’s Inn 
Fats Waller Bd 
Louise Cook 
Cora Green 
Mae Alex 
Baby Cox 
Glennie Cheesman 
Paul Meeres 
Snakehips Tucker 
Lois Deppe 
Hal Bokay 
3 Sepia Songbirds 
3 Rhythm Kings 

Cotton Club 
Cab Calloway 
Ieitha Hill 
Aida Ward 
Cora La Redd 
Henri Wessel 
Swan & Lee 
Anise Boyer 
Roy Atkins 
Wells M’rd’cai & T 
Bailey & Wilson 
Bernice Short 
Elmer Turner 
Jimmy Baskette 
Bobby Sawyer 
Norman Astwood 


El Chico 
Manuel Gomez Bd 
Carmencita Salazar 
Spavento 
Trio Crillos 
Brito Br’vo C’nsino 
Hi’llyw’d Restaur’nt 
Maria Gamberelli 
Reri 
Frank Hazard 
Dolores Ray 
3 Speeds 
Caesar & Mimi 
Al Katz Orch 


Janssen Hofbrau 

Harry Hatts, M C 

Myrna Waverly 

Burns & Swanson 

Mann Sis 

Noyce Sis 

Betty Leonard 
Little Club 

Jack Osterman 


Ambassadeur 
Carolynne Snowden 
Effie Burton 
Freddie Villani 
Edna May 
Dolly Darcy 
Mafgie Wellman 
Maxine Dee 
Francis Marion 
Bobby Danders 
Helena Lawra 
Al Handler Orch 





Blackhawk 


NEW YORK CITY 


Danny Yates Orch 


Oakland’s Terrace 
Buddy Kennedy 
Parker & Babb 
Attia Winston 
Frances Mildren 
Mack Owens Orch 


Nut Club 


LaBelle Rose 
Nutsy Fagan 
Eton Boys 

Jerry Bergen 
Arthur Wilson 

Al Parker 

Helen Manning 
Enoch Light Orch 


Paramount Grill 


Geo Givot 
Bernard & Rich 


Addie Seamon 
Jimmy Ray 
Robert Dawson 
Gold & Raye 


Club Plaza 


Josephine Earl 
Ray Hart 

Patsy Shaw 
Diana Dearing 
Volmer Sis 

Ruth Kidd 

Ray Sis 

Alvin Sis 

Iris Brynes 

Eddie Ashman Or 


Russian Arts 


Misha Markoff 
Sascha Leonofft 
Gypsy Markoff 
Paul Haakon 
Balalaika Bd 
Strollers Club 
Nan Blackstone 
Joey Ray 
Maurice & Cordoba 
Village Barn 
Riley & Comfort 
Luther & Nell 
Fred Byron 
Hollywood Horse 
Josh Medders 
Paul Miller 
Barney Grant 
Arthur Rogers 
Chester Gunnels 
Dave Abrams’ Orc} 
Vilage Mill 
Ev'l'n Nesbit Thav 





Ernie Goldman 
Lou Springer 


CHICAGO 


Frank Sayer 
Jack Law 
30b Parker 
Claire Powell 
Sig Buehl 
Doris Robbins 
Herbie Kay Orch 
Club Alabam 
Patsy McNair 
Phil Villani 
Germaine LaPierre 
Adele Estes 


Sally Joyce 


Frank Prince Peggy Moore 


Blanche & Elliott 


L Helen N 
Pat Kennedy ; Billie Fs tena 
Genevieve Irwin Sid Lang 0 tom 
Ben Bernie Orch Rub —— 
Colosimos Johnny toe 
Mary Stone Harry T.indi 
Herbie Vogel Jane Ange 
Chiekie Stanley Dottie Dale 
Henrique & Peggy Bernice St Joh 
Alvira Morton Eddie South Ore 
Jimmy Meo Orch Terrace Ga _ 
Edgewater Beach 3 Tan Tippe _— 
Irene Taylor Bernice ° Fate 
Jane Vance Merinoff . 4 
Stanley Jacobson Don Pedro Orcl 
Dusty Rhodes Vanity Fair 
Jimmie O'Keefe Fred Stritt ne 
pate ts Or Nelle Nel lson 
rolics Dar 
Jack Waldron Sect > oe 


& Renette 
Madelon Mc Kenzie 
a con Orch 
nter G 

Buddy ¢ ion 
Dorothy Thomas 
Those 3 Rascals 
Gus Arnheim Orch 


Columbia Wheel 


Week of Jan. 18 
Bare Facts—Ac ademy, Pitts sburgh 
Big Fun Show—Gayety, Buffalo. 
Big Revue—Empire, Ne wark. 7 
Pohemians—Central, New York. 
Facts and Figures—Route No. 1, 
Flapper Follies—Gayety, Washington, 
ede he Flashes—Gayety, Baltimore, 
rivolities of 1982—Apo 
Gienies- ty 9 Apollo, New York, 
Girls from the Follies—Troc -adero, 
delphia. 

Sd in Wg —Cameo, Cleveland. 
o! ywooc Honeys Hudson U 0 
pov cone Kuties—E mpire, Moreen sc 
~ndon Gaiety Girls—Gayety, Brookly 
Nite Life in Paris—Orpheum, Suasnen 
Novelties of 1932—1,. . 
Playin’ Ari vund—Gayety, 
Pleasure Seekers—L,. 
Rumba 


Vercelle Sis 
LaFayette & LaV 
Louise Plomer 
Doris Lenihan 
Ted Cook 

Golden Pumpkin 
Labelle Lanore 











Philae 


Detroit. 


Girls—Star, Brooklyn. 
Silk Stocking Revue—Star and Garter, 
Chicago : 
Sten Lively Girls— Howard, Boston. 
Sugar Babies—Lyric, sridgeport. 











‘Liberty’ to Tower? 

‘Liberty’ may change hands again, 
Tower Publications (Woolworth 
group) mentioned as new owners. 

Mcfadden not doing so well and 
the Woolworth bunch with their ale 
lied merchandizing connections proe 
pose to take over ‘Liberty’ and ape 
proach their connections as prospece 
tive advertisers. 


LETTERS 


When Sending for Mall to 
VARIETY Address Mail Clerk. 





POSTCARDS, ADVERTISING or 
CIRCULAR LETTERS WILL NOT 
BE ADVERTISED 


LETTERS ADVERTISED IN 
ONE ISSUE ONLY 











Baranjoi Adelina 
Barbour Phillip 
Bird Mrs E M 
Boyle Mrs Jack 
Browne & LaValle 
Burton Richard 


Clark P R 
Claudia & Allen 


Lester Bert 
Long Miss T 


Mack Edmund 
Manwiller Maurice 
McAvoy Frank 
Murphy Owen 


Phillips Philip 
Raftery J H 


Rollins Marion 
Rosoff Betty 


DeReeder Pierre 


Elk Darly 
Ellis Harry 
See Dan 
Shevlin John 
Silvers Dorothy 
Simons S 
Singer Jack 


Faye Corrine 
Fisher Mae 


Gordon Roy 
Harris A 


Harrison Mrs 1, 
Hitcheock Eddie 


Topf Bernard 
Toyse Miss F 


Walton & Brandt 
Waring Eleanor 
Washington Fanny 
Western Helen 
White Roy 
Whittamore H 


Imhof Roger 


Jerome Wm 
Jones J E 


LeClair John 
Leibert Kenneth 
L 


Yarnall Forrest 
Leon 





CHICAGO OFFICE 


Brent John C Ohlimeyer Charles 


Flesher Frank Verobell Mme 


Laody George Walton Mary 


McKinney David W | Zaker Ray 





DOROTHEA ANTEL 


316 W. 72d St., New York City 
The Sunshine Shoppe 


New Assortment of 


CHRISTMAS CARDS READY 
15 Cards in Box—$1.00 Postpaid 
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M. Stein Cosmetic 


Sinus sone ne Co. 





















The Leading and 
Largest 
acconores 
FAC 
in the United States 
The only factory thst 
makes any set of Reed 
~made by hand. 


Guerrini & Co. 





Mary Thorne 





Gagnon & Broght'n 


Al Wagner 


" fumbus Ave 
277-279 Colu cab. 
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Elbert Payton, Iowan 
Legit Man, Dies at 62 

Elbert Payton, of Centerville, 
Jowa, owner and manager of the 
Drake Avenue theatre until the 
puilding was burned down and 
owner of a chain of billboards, died 
Jan. 14, 62. 

He was former national director 
of the Outdoor Advertising associa- 
tion and treasurer of the Iowa divi- 
His widow, two brothers and 
a sister survive. Mr. Payton was 
the last legitimate theatre owner in 
the state to resist inroads of tne 
motion pictures and four years ago 
his theatre was the only exclusively 
Jegit house in the state. He leased 
the building to Homer Cromer, who 
transformed it into a film house. 


Mrs. Teenie Rosenfeld, 
Veteran Singer, Dies 


Mrs. Tenie H. Rosenfeld, widow 
of Sydney. H. Rosenfeld, popular 
dramatist of his day, and herself 
well known through her work in 
operetta, died at her home in New 
York, Jan. 11. Burial in Kensico 
Cemetery. 

Mrs. Rosenfeld, then Tenie Holtz- 
meyer, came to this country with 
one of the D’Oyly Carte companies 
in Gilbert and Sullivan repertoire. 
Later she went into Rice’s ‘Orpheum 
and Eurdice’ and other ::otable pro- 
ductions. Her marriage took place 
in 1891. 


Old Minstrel Passes 


Arthur Yule, well known minstrel 
who trouped with McIntyre and 
Heath, Al G. Fields’, Haverly’s and 
other troupes, died in Toronto, Jan. 
7, after an illness of six weeks. 

Some years ago Yule gave up ac- 
tive trouping and made his home in 
Toronto, from which base he headed 
shows in the immediate vicinity. 
He also played some local vaude 
dates there. 

He is survived by a daughter, Jes- 
sie Fordyce (Hamilton Sisters and 
Fordyce) and a son, Arthur V. Yule, 
who resides in New York. 

Interment in Toronto. 











TAFF VOLTA DIES AT 80 


London, Jan. 9. 

Taff Volta, 80, whose real name 
was Raffaelle Sharpe, died recently 
He was one of the Hanlon-Voltas, 
stage twins. 

Along with his twin brother, Ted, 
he once knew world fame as a 
trapeze artist. After they became 
too old for the flying wire they ran 
an agency. The brothers were insep- 
arable. 


JAMES SILVER SUCCUMBS 


James Silver, 72, died in Jeffer- 
son hospital, Miami, Fla., following 
a long illness. 

Born in St. Albans, Vt., he early 
joined the Edwin Clifford Dramatic 
Co, and for "he greater part of his 
life played in vaudeville and with 
touring attractions. 





Ritchie, Stock Actor, Dead 
Charles A. Ritchie, Jr., 32, stock 
actor, died in Wilmington, Del. A 
graduate of Syracuse University, he 
had played stock in Rochester, 
Syracuse, Baltimore and Cleveland. 





Flyer’s Burns Fatal 
Dallas, Jan. 18. 
R. W. (‘Dutch’) Bartgis, 43, for- 
Mer pro stunt flier, was fatally 
burned near Pampa, Tex., when a 
Plane he was painting ignited. 
Bartgis toured the country with 
One of the ‘first editorial circuses. 





Mother, 85, of Louis Epstein, Al 
Jolson’s business manager, died at 
Scranton, Pa., Jan. 11. Besides the 
£0n a daughter survives. 





Arthur Severn, for 26 years cell- 
ist with the N. Y. Philharmonic, 
died in Melrose, Mass. Survived 
by a brother, a composer. 





IN MEMORY OF OUR 
BELOVED FATHER 
DAVID GOODMAN 
Known as DADDY POWELL 
Who Passed Away January 
19, 1923 


A loving one from us has gone, 
A voice we loved is still, 
His place is vacant in our hearts 
And never can be filled. 


JACK POWELL and FAMILY 





Arthur Collins, Once 
Drury Lane Head, Dies 


London, Jan. 18, 

Arthur Collins, leading London 
theatrical figure for two genera- 
tions, died in his Surrey home 
Wednesday (13). 

Collins was the managing director 
of the Drury Lane theatre for 28 
years, retiring six years ago, at 
which time Sir Alfred Butt took 
the house over. 

Many of Collins’ successful Drury 
Lane productions were taken to 
America. 





Herbert Crowley Passes 
After 55 Years on Stage 


Los Angeles, Jan. 18. 

Herbert Crowley, 67, female im- 
personator, died at his home here 
Jan, 10 after an illness of six 
months. 

On the stage for 55 years, his 
last act was ‘That Different Re- 
vue,’ which played for Pantages four 
years ago. Interment at Calvary 
Cemetery, Jan. 13. 





James Silver, Veteran 
Of Vaude, Dies in Fla. 


James Silver, 72, former vaude 
actor, died at the Jackson Memorial 
Hospital, Miami, Jan. 9, after a 
short illness. He had retired four 
years ago and has been living in 
Miami since. 

Mr. Silver was previously in the 
act of Silver, Kirby and Duvall. His 
widow, Helen Duvall, is continuing 
in the act as Kirby and Duvall. 





DEATH TAKES LOGAN PAUL 

Logan Paul, 83, English actor long 
connected with the American stage, 
died in the Cumberland St. hos- 
pital, Brooklyn, Jan. 15, of a com- 
plication of diseases. He was buried 
yesterday (Monday), under the aus- 
pices of the Actors’ Fund. A daugh- 
ter, Mrs. Edwina Honor, survives. 

Paul was prominent in dramati=~s 
and Vaudeville for many years. 


No Licenses 





(Continued from Page 35) 


ents fell under subdivision:four of 
Section 171 of the General Business 
Law, which exempts from the scope 
of the statute’s license requirement 
contracts relating to the procure- 
ment of theatrical employment 
where the seeking of employment 
for another is incidental to the busi- 
ness of managing. 

Appellate Division further held 
that the trial court, over which 
Judge Ingraham presided at the 
time of the initial hearing, was in 
reversible error when it held that 
the seeking of employment by Hyde 
for the actors was not incidental 
but the dominant feature of the 
contract. 

Reversal of the decision concludes 
with: ‘Judgment appealed from is 
reversed and a new trial ordered.’ 

Julius Kendler, attorney, started 
the action for Hyde in 1928, suing 
for $32,000 on the grounds of breach 
of contract. Hyde claims that in 
April, 1926, he entered into an 
agreement with Rosita, and her 
parents, to become their agent for 
five years. According to the agree- 
ment, alleged Hyde, they were to 
pay him 25% of their salary. When 
Rosita reached the Coast in 1927, in 
an act of Herman Timberg’s, avers 
Hyde, she sent him a wire inform- 
ing him that she was through and 
might go into pictures, 


Baerwitz-Berle Split 


Sam Baerwitz, as manager, and 
Milton Berle, current at the Palace 
as m.c., have parted after seven 
years. 

The two were unable to get to- 
gether on terms under a renewal of 
Berle’s contract with Saerwitz. 
Berle shifted to the RKO agency of 
Charlie Morrison. 

HERMAN’S WHITE FACE 
Los Angeles, Jan. 18. 

Al Herman has thrown away the 

burnt cork and will break in a new 


whiteface act at the State, Long 
3each, week of Jan, 20. 
Herman will flash his new turn 


with three girls. 





From Indies to RKO 
Morgantown, W. Va., Jan. 18. 
The Metropolitan, which has been 
trying to offset vaude at the new 
Warner theatre with independent 
acts, has changed to RKO bookings 





and splits with a Pittsburgh house. 


CINCINNATI 


(Continued from page 10) 


‘Two Kinds Women’ (Par). A me- 
diocre $9,000. Last week ‘Tonight or 


Never’ (UA), also slow on same 
figure. 
Strand (RKO) (1,350; 25-40)— 


‘Jekyl-Hyde’ (Par). Second run and 
‘Woman from Monte Carlo’ (WB), 
split, at $3,000, fair. Last week ‘De- 
licious’ (Fox) and ‘Working Girls’ 
(Par), $3,500; house had Hawaiian 
string combo over weekend and in- 
tended as permanent installation, 
but jerked when unions squawked. 


Keith’s (Libson) (1,600; 25-40)— 
‘Guilty Generation’ (Col). Small 
$? 600 ‘Last week ‘Rig Parade’ (M- 
G) slapped off $6,600. 

Family (RKO) (1,140; 15-25)- 
‘Speckled Band’ (Standard) and 
‘Devil Plays’ (Chesterfield). Split- 


ting satisfactory $3,200. Last week 





‘Partners’ (Pathe) and ‘Forgotten 
Women’ (Standard) shared $3,000. 





} 
| 


3 NEWARK HOUSES IN 
$0,000 CLASS THIS WK. 





Newark, Jan. 18. 
good expected this 
at the Branford with ‘Taxi,’ 
at Loew’s with ‘Private Wives,’ and 
Proctor’s with a heavily advertised | 
all comedy bill, including Bill Rob- | 
inson. All three will be in the $20,- } 
000 class and the 
The Orpheum has reopened 
Jewish talkers under B. L. 
blatt of New York. This is an addi- 
tion .to the hot competition and 
leaves only the Rialto dark. 
Estimates for This Week 
Branford (WB) (2,966; 20-35-50) 
—‘Taxi’ (WB) and F-M unit. Big 
opening and should beat $18,000. 
Last week ‘Dishonorable’ (U) n.s.g., 
$13,000. 
Capitol 


Something 
week 





others will suffer. 


with | 
Fein- | 


(WB) (1,200; 15-25-35)— 
‘Rainbow Trail’ (Fox) and ‘Sooky’ 
(Par). Should come close io fair 
$4,000. Last week ‘Big Shot’ (Radio) 
and ‘His Woman’ (Par) $4,500. 

Carlton (Ufa) (436; 25-50)—‘Klei- 
ner Seitensprung’ (Ufa). May reach 
fair $1,000. Last week ‘Kabinet des 
Larifari’ (Tobis) not $800. 

Little (Fine Arts Theatre) 
50)—‘Drei Tage Mittelarrest’ (Cap- 
itol). First run in America and 
turning them away at openings and 
must hold over; looks like fine $2,- 
000. Last week ‘Die Grosse Sehn- 
sucht’ (Tobis) good enough at $1,- 
200. 

Loew’s State (2,780: 30-50)—‘Pri- 
vate Lives’ (M-G) and vaude. Grand 
at $23,000. Last week ‘Corsair’ 
(UA) feeble at less than $14,000. 

Mosque (3,281; 20-30-35-50)— 
‘Stepping Sisters’ (Fox) and vaude. 
Probably hurt by necessitous bring- 
ing in of acts too soon after playing 
other houses; picture panned and 
not better than $8,000. Last week 
‘House Divided’ (U) worst week yet, 
$8,500. 

Newark (Par-Adams) 
25-50-60)—‘Reckless Age’ (Par) 
and vaude, Picture got mixed no- 
tices and competition too strong 
for better than weak $12,000. Last 
week ‘Harlem Scandals’ kept draw- 
ing to end and with ‘Husband's 
Holiday’ (Par) a good $18,000. 

Proctor’s (RKO) (2,300; 25-40-50- 
60)—‘Unexpected Father’ (U) and 
vaude. Heavy advertising of Bill 
Robinson and comedy bill brought 
big start; looks like fine $20,000. 
Last week ‘Frankenstein’ (U), 2d 
week, good enough at $15,000, 

Terminal (Skouras) (1,900; 15-25) 
—‘Peach o’ Reno’ (Radio), and ‘Last 
Ride’ (U), with ‘Surrender’ (Fox) 
and ‘Dragnet Patrol’ (Syndicate) on 
split. Doesn’t look like beating $3,- 
500. Last week ‘Platinum Blonde’ 
(Col) and ‘Sunset Trail’ (Tiff), with 
‘Under 18’ (WB) and ‘Mounted 
Fury’ (Sono-Art) on split fair at 
$4,300. 


(299; 


(2,248; 15- 





BIRMINGHAM DOWN 


But ‘Ladies’ Looks $10,000 at Ala- 
bama, OK—Weather Hurts 


Birmingham, Jan. 18. 
Judging from last week’s attend- 
ance, there should be some people 
going to shows this week. There 


were only half that number last 
week. Business continues off, prob- 
ably due to the weather, which 


makes picnics a delight. 
Estimates for This Week 


Empire (BTAC) (1,100: 25-40)— 
‘The Champ’ (M-G) Worth watch- 
ing $5,000. ‘Five Star Final’ (FN) 


last week was light at $4,400. 

Ritz (RKO) (1,600; 25-40)—‘For- 
bidden’ (Col). Moderately good with 
considerations $4,509. Last week 
‘Girl of Rio’ (Radio) light, $4,000. 


Strand (BTAC) (500; 25-40)-— 
‘Under 18’ (WB). Is doing little | 


business, $2,950. Last week ‘Sob Sis- 
ter’ wobbled into a similar $2,900; 
was one of two newspaper pictures 
in town, 

Alabama (Publix) 
60)—‘Ladies of Big 
and vaude Looks moderate 
week at $9,700. Last week ‘Mata 
Hari’ (M-G), $11,500, okay. 


(2,800; 25-35- 
House’ 


(Par) | 
like 





Galax (BTAC) (500; 15-25) 
‘False Madonna’ (Par) and ‘The 
Storm’ (U) split. Only $900. Last 
week ‘Great Lover’ (M-G) and 
Skyline’ (Fox) got $1,000, 


lon the Pa 


COAST OUTDOOR ASS’N 
SLAPS DIRT LIGHTLY 


Los Angeles, Jan. 18. 
The Pacific Coast Showmen’s 
Ass'n fiinished a three-day conven- 
tion at which 
nothing much transpired outside of 


here last Thursday 


considerable talk about cleaning up 
the outdoor show business. 

No plan was formulated for the 
cleanup, so the showmen were sat- 
isfied to call it a convention after 
their closing banquet. 

Coast carnivals, for the 
are grift. Large 
shows have banned the grifters for 
some time parks and 
aren’t so particular about how they 
treat their patrons 

Craft Leader 

Credit for cleaning up 
carnivals is handed to Orville 
owner of the Craft Greater Shows, 
who has the leading light 
among coast outdoor showmen for 
the past five years. 

Coast carneys, now in drydock 
for overhaul, are preparing for an 
early start. Pickings were bad las 


most part, 
minus organized 


but beaches 


the coast 


Craft, 


been 


|year but most of them managed to 


get back to winter quarters with a 
little profit. 
Only three ‘oad si} 


ific slope: J. T. 


rail: 
Wortham 


| Shows out of San Bernardino, Lev- 


itt, Brown and Huggins out of Se- 
attle, and Feley and Burke, also out 
of Seattle. Conklin and Garrett is 
a railroad outfit with winter quar- 
ters in Vancouver, but it is a Cana- 
dian show and works east of the 
Rockies. 

California outfits confining their 
tour to the sunshine belt are the 
Craft Shows, Babcock Miller Shows, 
Archie Clark Shows, Mel Vaught 
Shows, West Coast Shows, and 
Stephen Shows. All are truck out- 
fits. Browning Bros. Shows of Sa- 
lem, Ore., and Hildebrand Shows of 
Portland, both truck carneys, stick 
to the Northwest. 


KLINE BEATS ILLNESS; 


Phoenix, Ariz., Jan. 18. 
Abner J. 
Abner J. 


Kline, 


the Kline carnival, 


has sufficiently arrested his 
ailment after several years to re- 
turn to show business. 

Kline has taken over the Green- 
berg Shows, a two-car outfit, and 
will play dates through Arizona, 
New Mexico and Colorado this 
summer, 





O. Fairs Go for Stunts 


Columbus, Jan. 18. 
County fair managers of the state 
held their annual convention here, 


agreeing that the usual annual fairs 
would be held as usual at each 
county seat. 

It was decided to play for crowds 
with stunts far more than with dis- 
plays this year, as it is believed only 
the unusual will attract. 


Drop Stage Fare 


Oakland, Jan. 18. 
Stage show policies at the Fox 
and Grand Lake here, F-WC sites, 
will be abandoned in two weeks. 
Houses had recent nice start, but 
suddenly fell off badly. 


Hollywood Bulletin 


(Continued from page 6) 





takes on Jack Crawford's orches- 
tra for six weeks, 
Music Box Stock 
Richard Wilbur is talking with 
Clair B. Brunson, owner of the Mu- 
sic Box, regarding a lease for dra- 


matic stock following ‘Zee Zee.’ 
Wilbur figures on six-bits top and 
an 8 o'clock curtain. 

Pall Mall, blackface comic, re- 


places Hadreas and Barr and Davis 


in Fanchon & Marco's ‘Five Aces’ 
Idea, starting with the San Diego 
opening Thursday (21). 

Harriscolor Films has brought 





lsuit against Craig Hutchinson, Inc., 


indie producers, for a $2,266 account 
dated May 27, 1930. 


Fox West Coast 
Combined Theatres 


Theatres and 
Corp. are sued 





| who 
| brass 


for $10,107 by 
claims she 
pole in the 

theatre. 


Sophie Lundgren, 
stumbled over a 
fover of Loew's 


State 


ws operate | 


BUYS TWO-CAR OUTFIT 


once operator of 
the 
largest railroad show on the coast, 
lung 


Producers Veto 
Murderess-Star 


Exhibit in Wax 


Jan. 17. 
Picture producers are saying @& 
loud ‘no’ to Jo Anfinger, who is try- 
ing to interest them in having their 
| stars pose for wax figures to lend 
class to his wax exhibition. To date 
Anfinger has glorified hammer mur- 
derers, famous cutthroats and lady 
trunk slayers, 
Anfinger’s exhibit w 


Hollywood, 





as one of the 


horror spots of the concessions at 
Ocean Park, but went into storage 
two years ago. Wax horrible exam- 
jples ure now set for a comeback 
with Ansinger figuring the horror 
cycle of pictures will give him a 


break for touring with carnivals. To 
play safe he wants the star figures 


for swank. 

Anfinger meanwhile has a boat 
in the Pacific looking for more 
whales although seven of his sea 


| mammoths are now lying 


| in Philadelphia with a 


in storage 
paid attend- 
int giving them a fresh bath of fore 
maldehyde every day. Another is 
being toured in the South and an- 
other in England, 


TORONTO FAIR NET OFF, 
BUT STILL AT $198,715 


Toronto, Jan. 18. 

Good times or bad, the Canadian 
National Exhibition seems to be a 
paying venture during the two 
weeks each year when this feature 
is under way. 

Financial report for 
an operating profit of $198,715, a 
substantial figure in a year which 
sadly nicked the amusement world. 
Of this amount, $40,378 goes to the 
city’s coffers. 

Unfavorable business conditions 
took their toll, however, when it is 
remembered that the operating 
profit for 1930 was $279,915 and for 
1929, $335,982. 





1931 shows 








Tilly, Famous Elephant, 
Dies at Ripe Old Age 


Cincinnati, Jan. 18, 

Tilly, perhaps the most widely 
known performing elephant in the 
United States, died yesterday (Sun- 
day) at the former winter quarters 
here of the John Robinson circus, 
She was 120 years old. Death was 
caused by an intestinal disorder. 

When the Robinson show was 
sold to the Mugivan-Ballard-Bow- 
ers interests some years ago, Tilly 
and three other elephants were the 
only circus property retained by the 
Robinson estate. They were ex- 
hibited by John Robinson, 3d, in 
vaudeville, fairs, parks and indoor 
circuses, 

Tilly halted = several 
stampedes on circuses. During the 
war she was used in Government 
bond drives and helped raise more 
than $1,000,000. 


elephant 





Wirth’s Annual 


Hartford, Jan. 18, 

Frank Wirth is staging a circus 
for the Sphinx Temple here Feb, 
22. The show will be given in the 
state armory, which will be remade 
into an adaptation of the European 
circus with the three rings ele- 
vated above floor level. Seating ca- 
pacity will be close to 10,000. 

Already engaged are May Wirth, 
Welby’s Horses, Christoffa and 
Paul, Russian clowns; Horace Laid 
Trio and the Flyin: Wards. This is 
Wirth's fourth annual date for the 
Hartford Shriners. 


Barnes in March 
Los Angeles, Jan. 20. 

Al G. Barnes show will go out 
early in March. Now wintering in 
taldwin Park, Calif. 
Show will play Southern Califor- 
nia intensively before heading nort) 
and east. ™ 


FAIR GIVES UP 

Herkimer, N. Y., Jan. 18. 
The Herkimer Fair and Racing 
Corporation has filed articles of dis- 
solution at the secretary of state’s 
office in Albany. 
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" Returning 6° New York from 4 visit to out produc: 2 es 
tion centre at Movietone City, Cal., I submit the THE GA QO” with CONCHITS. 
following information of particularly timely ‘interest 6° MONTENEGRO: vICcTOR McLAGLEN 4 
exhibitors: | LINDA WATK Ss, C HENRY GORDON; 
WELDON HEYBURN. 
1: Fox Film Co ration sitively release t© 
exhibitors the full number of productions announc SALLY BILERS COND ER Ts = > 
for*193-3? availability, namely—45 BELLAMY: EL BRENDEL and a Great Support 
2: Twenty-two of these 48 attractions have been ing Cast. 
released. Nine negeuve’ ot at the Home Office. ELISSA LANDI in «THB DEVIL'S LO® 
New York. Seventeen & a the course of production TERY” with ALEXANDER KIRKLAND, 
or in preparation’ VICTOR McLAGLEN, ARBARA WEEKS 
3: Here, for instance, are merely a few of the releases and PAUL CAVANAGH- 
for the remaining weeks of the 1931-32 season. “CHE ATERS AT PLA » with HOMAS 
ANET G AYNOR 1n MEIGH N, C ARL GREENWOOD: 
et 9 WILLIA BAKEWELL, AR WEEKS, 
REBECCA F SUNNYBROOK FARM’ ; RALPH MORG AN DA W ATKINS; 
JANET GAYNOR CHARLES FARRELD JAMES KIRKWOOP 
" VE A HEART” a George B DeSylva Pro- eS[LENT WIIN ”? with LIONEL ATWILL, 
— sgNNETT-SPENCER easctutlaa HELEN MACK; GRETA NISSEN. 
MERKE L in 3 ew HILE pARIS SLEEPS” with VICTOR 
EsHE WANTED A S{ILLIONAIRE”- McLAG ET 1S, SEN MACK, WILLIAM 
SALLY EILERS-SPENCER TRACY 
«AFTER THE RAIN” These releases of box office promise definitely prove 
and emphasize the truth of the statement that Fox 
WARNER OLAND, H WARNER,MA AN Film Co ration is delivering to-exhibitors @ roduict 
NIXON, LIN KINS “CHARLIE that is conclusively setting the pace not only for quality 
CHAN’S CHANCE” of ‘screen ent ment, but, for, what 1s vitally more 
—_ : important, box office pront 
ESF LL and NIXON | 
Frank Borzage’s ee AFTER TOMORRO with 1 We will continue—to the very last letter —out policy 
all-star su ting cast includin Minna Gombell of providing exhibitors with only the best and strongest 
iba oe Hl, Wiliam ae, Sr. : possible box office attractions for, aftet all, we prone 
maximumly only when theatres are enabled to do 
WARNER BAXTER in esCOTCH VALLEY”: capacity business. 
JOAN BENNETT in eyyIDOW’S MIGHT” (T) In - truth, we can proudly say. that @ os 
with JOHN BOLES. pene is most assuredly 4 positive pay day— ot 
exhibitors, 
WILL ROGERS in Booth Tarkington s Sincerely, 
“BUSINESS AND PLEASURE”. 
in epITTLE TEACHER” with 
: Vice-President 
In Charge of Distribution 
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